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ByJimMerriott

He moved to Oberlin on
Thanksgiving Day 2005. Hisfirst
meal in Oberlin was the commu-
nity supper at St. John’ sLutheran
Church.

Only afew Red Devil athletes,
including Joe Mondero and
DentonBailey, worked out beside
himat thehigh school weight room
last summer. Heisnot agiant, but
heisnotlittle, either. Six foot, 31/
2inchesand 230 pounds, he’ sstill
growing at 19.

At Silver Creek High School
(Class 4A) in Longmont, heisa
legend. Students from seventh
grade to seniors flock to see him
whenhegoesback tovisit. Hispic-
tures run down the high school
“Wall of Fame” just outside the
gymnasium.

HewasfirstteamAll-Academic
All-State four timesin Colorado,
All-Academic first team Skyline
Conference, and All-Academic
First Team Northern Conference,
andlastyear wasnamedthetop se-
nior athleteat Silver Creek, receiv-
ing a$500 scholarship.

He was the Most Valuable
Playerinfootball (once) and base-
ball (twice), All-Conferencefirst-
team first baseman/pitcher in
2005, Honorable Mention All-
Statein2005in baseball and foot-
ball. He's a member of the Na-
tional Honor Society, picked for
the National Honor Roll, and let-
tered 12 timesin three sports —
football, basketball, and baseball
— and set 15 school records.

Hehaseight no-hit pitching per-
formances, includingthreeperfect
games, oneof themaseven-inning
match where he struck out every
batter. Hehasbeen scouted by the
Texas Rangers, and he will play
baseball this summer in the
Northwoods L eague in Minne-
sota.

But Mark Merriott doesn’t like
publicity.

“I’mjustaregular guy doingmy
thing,” hesays.“It’snobigdeal. |
play X-Box just like every other
kid.”

Mark wastheopening-day start-
ing pitcher for Dodge City Com-

Baseball player
getssettled here
and at college

munity College earlier thismonth
against Western Nebraska Com-
munity College of Scottsbluff.

He got a baptism by fire, pitch-
ing31/3inningsand giving upfour
hits, four runs, walking five, and
strikingout only one. Inhissecond
outing against Trinidad State Col-
lege in Colorado, Mark settled
down, starting the game, throwing
fourinnings, givingupfour hitsand
only onerunwith nowalksand no
strikeouts|eaving the gamewith a
4-1lead only towatch hisbull pen
crumbleand getting hischancefor
hisfirst collegevictory.

Hisfollowing start in Borger,
Texas against Frank Phillips Col-
lege, Mark was roughed up again
giving up hisfirst homerun pitch-
ingoneandonethirdinningsallow-
ing seven runs. Dodge City ended
uplosingthegameinextrainnings
14-13. The Dodge City Conquis-
tadors under new head coach
former Chicago Cub/ WichitaState
All-American Phil Stephensenare
currently 3-15 so far this season.
Dodge City isin arebuilding year
as Stephensen took over ateam
which finished 4-36 last season.
Stephensen isthe younger brother
of Gene Stephensen, head baseball
coach at WichitaState University.

“Division| junior collegeisalot
tougher than high school,” hesaid.
“Every player is the best player
from their high school. You can’t
let up onehit.”

Onethingthat makesMark’ sac-
complishments differentisheisa
Type-l insulin-dependent diabetic.

“All I want kids to know,” he
said, “isjust because you have a
handicap doesn’t mean you can’'t
succeed. The caseis how bad do
youreally want to succeed.”

Merriott found out about hisdia-
betic problemat 15, whenhewasa
high school freshman .

“Oneday, | feltlikel hadtheflu,”
he said. “| started feeling really
weak.”

Hemissed aweek of school and
lost 15 pounds. Prior to his condi-
tion hewas clocked asafreshman
pitcher throwing 89 milesper hour
in a game against Bennett high

(L B

R

M 4 L S
!5‘3

typel diabetes.

school in Bennett, Colo.

“lgotsosick, | couldn’tkeepany-
thing down,” herecalls. “Mom and
Dad took me to the Boulder Com-
munity Hospital. | was so dizzy |
could hardly stand up.”

Doctorsfoundthat hehad ablood
sugar level of over 800, while nor-
mal isunder 100. Hewasrushed to
Children’s Hospital in Denver,
where healmost went into diabetic
shock.

Mark went onto becomeaposter
child for the Barbara Davis Center
for Children’ s Diabetes at the Uni-
versity of Colorado.

Not onlyisheadiabetic; whenhe
was 12, his left thumb was cut off
whenheaccidentallyfellintoanin-
dustrial fan. Hewastaken to Boul-
der Community Hospital wherethe
thumb wasreattached.

“Thefirst surgery, thedoctorsre-
attached my thumband| woreacast

MARK MERRIOTT, anew Oberlinresident and astarting pitch for Dodge City Com-
munity College, learned afew cooking skillsat home. Mark hashadtolearn how to balance
hisdiet to control hissugar intaketo obtain hismaximun performancelevel becausehehas

onmy armfromthemiddleof June
to December,” herecalls.

Mark continued playing baseball
that summer on ateam of 13- and
14-year-olds that traveled Colo-
rado. He switched from batting
right-handedtoleft-handedandled
the team in hitting. He played
tailback for hisseventh-gradefoot-
ball team at Estes Park Middle
School, leadingtheteaminrushing
and tackling.

Hecontinued managing hisdia-
betesandplayingball throughhigh
school and now in college.

“| realizethat | have along way
to go and the water is choppy,”
Mark said of his baseball career.
“Anybody can steer ashipincalm
waters; it takes a true captain to
steer ashipin stormy waters.”

Merriott is currently experi-
menting with aninsulin pump that
will control hissugar level whilehe
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pitchesinthegame. Thepumpisa
intravenous injection needl e that
pumps insulin into his blood sys-
tem using a computerized pump
that reads his sugar level. He has
worked himself back to throwing
into the mid to upper 85-89 miles
per hour fastball that heoncethrew
atanearlier age.

“Ithastakenalot of sweat for the
past four yearstobuild myself back
uptowherel oncewas.” saidMark.
“1 will never quit andwill givemy
best.”

Only time will tell if he will
reachhisgoal inlife, standingona
maj or-league pitching mound, but
thereare other thingsin hislife.

“l ammajoring infirescience,”
hesaid.“| lovesports, lovetocom-
pete, and | have alwayswanted to
be aNew York Yankee, but ever
since911, | would giveit al upto
beafirefighter.”

County
discusses
phones

The Decatur County commis-
sioners checked into switching cell
phonesfor thecounty fromAlltel to
Nex-Techduring their meeting last
Tuesday, but didn’t make a deci-
sion.

Gary Juenemann, the agent in
Oberlin for Nex-Tech, brought
pamphlets for the commissioners.
Hesaid thecompany isbased out of
Haysand heistherepresentativein
Oberlin.

Nex-Tech, said Mr. Juenemann,
has towers south of town, in
Norcatur, Allison, Selden and
Herndon. He said they are talking
about putting in atower in Kanona,
one north of Rexford and another
one mile south of U.S. 36 on the
Rexford Road.

Mr. Juenemann said for the most
part, people have saved money by
switching, evenif just alittle. Most
of al they have more minutes anc
better coverage. Hesai d theminutes
roll over and the county can choose
aplan.

What about thewalkie-talkiefea-
ture, asked Undersheriff Randy
McHugh. Mr. Juenemann said that
iscoming.

It would be a benefit for the
sheriff’ soffice, fireand ambulance,
the undersheriff said.

The commissioners said they
would discussthe service.

Goals
mesting
planned

A “community conversation”
will be held at 5:30 p.m. Thursday,
April 6, at thehigh school cafeteria
to get ideas for a 10-year vision
statement and goals for Decatur
County.

Thesteeringcommitteewill serve
afree dinner before the session,
which beginsat 6:15p.m.

The ideaisto bring the entire
community together andtalk about
the future, said Terry Woodbury,
president of Kansas Communities
LLC, aconsultant guiding the ef-
fort.

Peoplewill work together togen-
erateideas for the county, he said.
Theseideaswill be used for a“ vi-
sionretreat” amonth later. Thirty-
five peopleto attend the vision re-
treat will benominated at themeet-
ing next week.

Mr. Woodbury said he encour-
ages everyone in the county to at-
tend.

Council decidessecond meetingwill not beaired on Channd 7

open to the public, but not being Mayor Shobe, “for hisservicetothe

The Oberlin City council agreed
that their second meeting of the
month will not beaired onlocal ac-
cess channel 7 for the next six
months.

Councilman Ray Ward said he
thinks that if the second meeting
isn't televised, that there might be
more public involvement. People
don’t want to cometo the meetings
and havetotalk ontheair, hesaid.

Maybethe second meeting of the
month, said Councilman Jay Ander-
son, should be more of aninforma-
tional meeting and the council
shouldn’t take any action. It
wouldn’t hurt to try it with the sec-
ondmeeting not beingaired, hesaid.

The city council, said Jack
Benton, who runs the video equip-
ment, askedthecablechannel group
toairthemeetings. It can bestopped

at any time. Mr. Benton said hecan
set up and televiseameeting in the
downstairsroom, too.

Mayor Ken Shobe said they can
ask theaccesschannel not toair the
meetingsto promote moreface-to-
faceinteraction between the coun-
cil and public.

The council getspaid to be here,
said Mr. Benton, but he doesn't. If
thecouncil wantshimto stopairing

The Winning Edge Motivational Seminar

Developing a Winning Attitude
Rowing through the Rough Waters of Life

by Dick Kelsey

Topics Include:

Tuesday, April 11, 2006 = 7-9:30 p.m. Gateway Auditorium = Oberlin, Kansas

Tickets are available from the school Superintendent’s office or the Oberlin city office.
Tickets are on a donation basis with all proceeds going to the reopening of the Sappa
Valley Youth Ranch. Suggested minimum donation: $10. Donations will be taken at the
end of the seminar. Seating is limited, thus, tickets will be given out on a first come basis.

Setting Goals that Work

|| Background of Dick Kelsey

f} Owner/operator of King’s Camp, Inc / King’s Achievement Center
Partner in King’s Alcohol and Drug Treatment Centers
Owns/operates The Red Barn - meeting building/barbecue restaurant
|| Worked as a pastor, educator, state wide organizational leader
Motivational speaker, author of “Winning Ways, Principles of Success

for Teens”

1| Currently serves as a member of the Kansas House of Representatives
Married to Doris, 6 children, and 8 grandchildren

the meeting, hecan.

Mayor Shobe suggested doing a
six-monthtrial period, withthesec-
ond meeting of themonthstill being

shown on channel 7. The council
will still meet upstairs.

“A big thanks to Jack,” said

community intaping and airing the
council meetings.”

RAWLINS SPECIALTY CLINICS

707 GRANT ST. - ATWOOD, KS 67730 - (785)626-3211
Rawlins Specialty Clinics
Bringing Specialized Healthcare To Your Community

C
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April 2006

Sunday Monday Tuesday |Wednesday | Thursday Friday Saturday
1
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Dr. Rubinowitz
Hematology/
Oncology
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
Dr. Frankum
General Surgeon | D' Reeves Dr. Reeves
Colonoscopies/ Podiatry Podiatry
EGDs
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
Dr. Miller
Cardiology
Clinic
TO SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT, PLEASE CALL (785)626-3211 ":
Cheryl Banister, RN - Specialty Clinic Director
Thank you for allowing us to assist in your healthcare. H :




