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Timefor President Bush
toreformimmigration

It'stime for President George W. Bush to
step forward and take a strong, sensible and
moral stand onimmigration reform.

The president has done more to bring the
Republican party intotheforefront of raceand
ImmigrationthananyonesinceAbrahamLin-
coln. He has appointed more minorities, es-
pecially Hispanics, and women to top posts

than any recent president.

Now isthetimefor himto secure areason-
ableand fair outcomeonimmigration.

Therecanbenodoubt weneedtochangeour
Immigration system. We post unreasonable
restrictions, thenallow millionstoslipacross

the border undocumented.

It sastupid system, madeworseby thefact
that any attempt to make it work only seems

to makeit worse.

What should the president do?

* Amnesty for millions of people who are
here, working and supporting their families,
paying taxes and supporting our economy.

Thesepeopleshould not bemadecitizens—
they should earn that — but they need to be
part of our system, carry legal Mexicanor U.S.
| dentification and licenses, pay taxes, follow
therules, haveinsurance and generally adapt

to our society.

We need to makethat possible.
» A working registration system for guest

thefence.

lievedto crosstheborder every year.
Theregistrationsystemhastowork. Itcan’'t

betoo restrictive, or people will avoid it and

continue to swim the river and scurry under

Legal workers should not automatically
become citizens. They, too, would have to
work for that status.

* Beefed-up border security along the Rio

Grandeandthethousand milesof desertfrom
El Pasoto Californiato catchdrug smugglers
and the coyotesbringinginillegal aiens.

It ought to be easier to come acrossthe bor-
der legally, by registering asavisitor or guest

worker, than to sneak across.

Thesmugglersarenofriendsof ours, of the
immigrants they prey on or of the Mexican

people. They belonginjail.

» And finally, once the system works, and
not aday before, we should makeit afelony
to enter this country bypassing theimmigra-
tion system for any criminal purpose.

Notice, wedidn’t say it should be afelony
justtobehere, butit shouldbeaseriouscrime
to sneak around theregistration system.

Andwe should enforcethat |aw.

Until wehaveaworkingregistrationsystem,

though, criminal penaltieswould add just an-

workerswhowant tocomehere. Thedemand
ishuge, with4 millionto 5 million peoplebe-

Wedding photosadd pressure

Mary Joisoneof my best friends.
We don't get a chance to hang out
much, but | know shewoulddoany-
thing for meshecould, and| for her.

So, whensheaskedif | couldtake
the pictures at her daughter’ swed-
ding, | automatically agreed. Wait
aminute. What did | say?Did | just
agree to be responsible for record-
ing and preserving themost impor-
tant day of her daughter’ slife? Oh,
the pressure.

| take alot of picturesin my job
as a newspaper reporter/photogra-
pher. But, admittedly, | pose some
of them to recreatethe action. Asa
wedding photographer, you can’t
recreate the moment the bride and
her father start downtheaisle. You
can't recreate the moment of the
coupl e sfirst kiss as husband and
wife. Y ou can’'t redo the moment
they areintroducedtothecongrega-
tionasMr. and Mrs. | washervous.

To compensate for my inexperi-
ence, | took dozens of shots. Be-
tween eventsof thewedding week-
end, | would dash to the local dis-
count store to load the digital pic-
turesonto acompact disc, erasethe
memory card, and head back for
more. At least they’ |l have lots to
choosefrom.

The bride was stunning, the
groom handsome, both families
werehappy for their childrenandall
the relatives were cooperative, so
my job was actually pretty easy. |
never heard anegativeword except
whenitwasdiscoveredthesuspend-
ersdid not arrive with the father of
the bride’ stuxedo.

From the men’ s changing room,
weheard, “ Somebody get meapair
of suspenders, or I'm puttin’ my
jeansback on.”

All the pictures show Galein a
pair of matching black trousers, so

other joketo our current stack.
OK, Mr. President. It' supto you.

—SeveHaynes

Out Back

By Carolyn SueKelley-Plotts

~

cplotts@nwkansas.com
J

| assume someone found a pair of
suspenders. But, asfar asl couldtell
(and | was in the middle of every-
one’ s business), that was the only
glitch.

I’mnot surel’ mready to change
careers to become a wedding pho-
tographer, but | didhaveagoodtime
and | hopethey likethepictures. All
349 of them.

—ob—

Thisisgoingtobeahardweek for
us. Our daughter, Jennifer, has de-
cided to move back to Texas. We
helped move her up hereand we're
hel pingmoveher back. But, wewill
miss her and our granddaughter,
Alexandria, terribly. And, with a
baby cominginJuly, we' [l missthat,
too.

But, themaninJennifer’ slifehas
afantasticjobopportunity thereand
Jennifer’s work can go with her
wherever she goes. So, we'll help
themall wecanand wishthemwell

(From theBibI@
\_ J

The Lord is slow to anger,
and great in power, and will
not at all acquitthewicked: the
Lordhathhisway inthewhirl-
windandinthestorm, andthe
cloudsarethedust of hisfeet.

Nahum1: 3

asthey beginthat season of their life
and we begin anew season of ours.
—ob—

Speaking of seasons. | waslook-
ing at thewheat as| droveto town
yesterday. It has fully awakened
fromitswinter sleepandisgrowing
likecrazy.Now, here’ stheamazing
part: harvest is only a couple of
months away. Certainly helpsyou
understand the meaning of “You
reap what you sow.”

 Letter )
tothe
L Editor )

Reader il
enj oyspaper

TotheEditor:

| like everything about your pa-
per.

Eventhoughl left Oberlinover 40
yearsago, | still loveOberlinandthe
people I’ ve known for yearsthere,
and | think | have to have The
OberlinHerald.

Joyce Cook
Independence
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Hair hasfollicular AlZhamers

I’ ve started noticing afew silver
strands among the gold as | do my
hair each morning.

I’ vereadthat white, gray or silver
iswhat happenswhen hair ‘ forgets
what color it’ s supposed to be— a
sort of follicular Alzheimer’s.

At 58, my hair has started to suf-
fer some memory lapses, which
isn’t too bad.

My husband’ shair started losing
its memory before he was 27. His
entirehead of hair hadlostitsmind
by thetimehewas 35. Our children
barely remember atimewhentheir
father had salt-and-pepper hair.

My hair, ontheother hand, isagift
from my father. When Buford
Desilet died at 69, he had less gray
hair than my husband, who wasin
his30s.

Our children have never thought
muchabout their parents’ hair color
—atleastnot until our oldest daugh-
ter noticed that at 24, shewas start-
ingtoturngray. Sinceshehasbeau-
tiful dark red-brown hair, thewhite

\C

Open Season

ByCynthiaHaynes

cahaynes@nwkansas.com

J

showed up against thedark. Now at
31, shedyesher hair regularly.

The two younger children have
red-blonde hair, and gray will not
show up asmuch, but asthe second
daughter startsthecountdownto 30,
she’ sstarting to pray that sheinher-
ited my hair instead of her father’s.

Steveneverworriedwhenhishair
started to turn, and I’ ve decided to
follow his lead. With my new,
shorter haircut, though, the forget-
ful strands are starting to be more
noticeable.

Wespent EasterinLawrencewith
our twoyounger children, and after

church, | mentioned that | was no-
ticingthesilver strandsamongst my
bangs.

My helpful son told me that the
crown of my head was being re-
named the Commodorein honor of
one of the largest silver minesin
southern Colorado.

Thanks a bunch, kid. | really
wanted to know that!

I may need to rethink thisallow-
ing naturetotakeitscourse. | don't
mind afew silver threads. I'm just
not so sure | want awhole silver
minefull of forgetful folliclesonthe
top of my head.

Doweget reallty of Easter?

Easter islike alittle Christmas
today, with bunnies and brightly
colored eggs and kids running
around.

Stores are decorated, people buy
new clothes, kidsget excited.

They evenhad an Easter egg hunt
after churchon Sunday, and | guess
there’ snothing wrong with that.

Easter issupposed to beajoyous
occasion.

Y ou wonder, though, how many
of thesmiling parentsand bemused
grandparents stopped to reflect on
the terrible reality of the Easter
story?

How many of those kids making
ajoyful noisewill betaughtjust why
we celebrate Easter each year?

The church hastaught for centu-
riesthat Christians need to prepare
for the joy of Easter by experienc-
ing, in our minds at least, the pain
and sacrificethat led uptoiit.

Butweliveinaneraof feel-good
religion. Easter to many isjust an-
other secular holiday, eggsand hats
and bunnies.

Therewerejust four peopleinthe
pewsfor the Good Friday servicel
droppedinon. Notreally enoughto
read all the partsof the passion gos-
pel. Too few to act out the message
of betrayal, pain and death — and

AIongtheSappa

schaynes@nwkansﬂs.com)

By SteveHaynes

resurrection.

Still, we set out on the path of the
Cross, stopping at each station to
consider Christ’ sstepsfromthel ast
Supper to the place of the Skull.

Johnlaysout the story of Hisbe-
trayal, His arrest, His detention by
the high priest, His trial before
Pilate. TheRomangovernor knows
better, but givesin to the mob and
thepriests. Hiscaptorsmock Christ,
and Hetakesup hisown cross.

Along the way, Jesus stumbles.
He getsup and goes on. A stranger
isforcedto carry thecross.

He sees his own mother, watch-
ing, knowing. Hestumblesagain.

At the hill, the soldiers nail his
handsandfeettothewood. It’ shard
toimaginethe cruelty then so com-
mon, to envisionthepain, thehours
spentinagony.

Today, we worry that a convict
might feel an instant of pain when

drugscourseintohisveins. Imagine
that.

ThisEaster story isnot pretty. No
joyouschildren, no happy families,
no pretty eggs.

Justamannailedtoatree, flanked
by twocriminals,oneoneither side.

Suffering. Then hedies.

Thereseemslittledoubt that there
wassuchamaninhistory, orthat He
died for what he taught in the few
years between his baptism and that
day.
| believethat.

Do Americans?

Do we understand the reality of
thisstory?

That, as Luke put it, “They
hanged him from atree?’

Or arewe just hunting for pretty
eggs?

Because if we can’t understanc
the pain, it’s hard to appreciate the
joy of Easter.

AprilisArcheology Month in Kansas
( L etter stotheEditor

TotheEditor:

The professional archaeologists
of Kansashavedesignated April as
Kansas Archaeology Monthto cel-
ebrate the role of archaeology in
studying and understanding the
state’ shistoricand prehistoric past.

Througharchaeol ogy webeginto
understandwhowashere, whenand
why.

Thepurposeof KansasArchaeol -
ogy Month is to increase public
knowledge about the past and the
science of archaeology, and to in-
volve the public in protecting our
cultural heritage. Much isyet to be
learned about the past, especially
hereontheHigh Plains, whereless
research hasbeen done.

TheKansasAnthropological As-
sociation is an organization of
avocational archaeologists with
chapter groupsscattered throughout
the state. The High Plains Chapter
isour local group. Our purposeisto
learn together and work with other

interested individuals to locate,
verify, document and preserve re-
gional prehistoricandhistoricsites.

Our goal isto educate the public
innot only theimportance of docu-
menting these sites but also to in-
clude them as northwest Kansas
tellsits own history. Dr. Donna
Roper, an archaeologist, iscoming
to Colby April 19-23toinvestigate
possiblesitesandlook at collections
the public has.

We will have an open house on
Friday, April 21, for areapeopleto
visitwithDr. Roper. Shewill talk at
2:30 p.m. Sunday, April 23, at the
Prairie Museum in Colby on “Re-
cent Explorations of an Early
Wichita Indian Village in Central
Kansas.”

Brad Geist, a Goodland High

School student, will giveacomputer
presentationon hisparticipationlast
year at the Kansas Anthropol ogical
Training Programnear Kanoradoat
1:45p.m., prior to Dr. Roper’ spre-
sentation.

E-mail highplainschapter@-
yahoo.com or call meat (785) 460-
6653 forinformation. Pleasejoinus
incel ebratingthehistory of our land
anditspeople.

So much is yet to be learned. It
takeseveryonesharingtheir knowl-
edge, collections and questions tc
put the pieces of the history puzzle
together.

Nancy Arendt, president
High Plains Chapter, Kansas
Anthropol ogical Association
Colby

Herald €1l connectsreader toroots

TotheEditor:

| am sending a copy of Marvin
Sexson’ s obituary, and would ap-
preciate you having it published in
TheOberlinHerald.

My mother wrotethe“ Fairview-
Summit Items” for many
years...and my aunt, AliceVernon,

was clerk of the court for many
years. My dear aunt, Olga Reist,
lived past 100 years...sowehavea
lot of great rootsin Oberlin.

| look forwardto TheHerald each
week and now | read about my
friends' grand- or great-grandkids.
| graduated with the Class of 1942,

I think it still holdstherecord of the

largest class to graduate from

Decatur Community High School.

With great appreciation, | sin-
cerely thank you.

BonnieD. Sexson

Loveland, Colo.



