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Judgecausesanother
school funding uproar

The mood was optimistic when the Legis-
lature opened itssession thisyear.

A new study of education costssuggesteda
slightly lower figure than one done a couple
of yearsago. Houseand Senateleadersandthe
governor worked together to craft acompro-
mise everyone thought might please the Su-
preme Court, which had ordered millionsin
new spending for public schools.

Everything looked rosy until politicsinthe
Senate blocked action on any of the pending
proposals. Democrats weren't buying either
plan put forth by the Republicans — $633
million from the House and $724 million in
the Senate — and conservative Republicans
weren't buying theleadership’ splan.

Thethirdplan, a$495milliondesignby Sen.
Jim Barnett of Emporia, acandidatefor gov-
ernor, met with objections from Democrats,
who of course havetheir own candidate, and
from themoreliberal leadership.

So when the L egislature went home, it had
donenothing onschools, despitethethreat of

action from the high court.

How could that happen when everyone
agreed ontheplan?WordwasevenaSupreme
Court judge sat in on some of thosetalks, but

who could believethat?

Except, apparently, it wastrue. When are-
porter asked, one of thejudges’ fessed up.

Friday, the court’ s spokesman announced
that Judge Lawton Nuss, a Salinan who isa
recent court appointee and once represented
the Salina School District, had withdrawn
fromtheschool case. Thejudgeadmitted hav-
ing lunch with two senators, including the
president and top Republican leader, Steve

Morrisof Hugoton.

Thejudgefurther admitted they had talked
about school finance, though he said — and
the senators agreed — that he had only asked
for information about various school propos-

ing.

Whatever.

school lawsuit.

sionhaveyetto

now.

“Nusssaid, ‘I think the court should know
thisconversationoccurred,”” spokesmanRon
Keefover said. “ Hedecided torescuehimself,
and the court agreed.”

“1 guesshewanted to be above any appear-
anceof impropriety,” said Sen. PeteBrungardt
of Salina, one of the two senators, “but there
washnonethere.”

Everyone else agreed the incident was a
shocking breech of judicial ethics. That aSu-
preme Court member would allow himself to
be so compromised seemed incredible. That
senatorswould involvethemselvesin such a
discussion wasremarkableindeed, consider-
ing the Legislaturewasthe main target of the

TherepercussionsfromJudgeNuss admis-

befelt. Thescandal will throw

the school debateinto an uproar. Legidators
are supposed to settle the issue when they
come back this week. That may not happen

Beyond that, it’s even money that Judge
Nusswill beout of ajob beforethesummeris
out. Thesituationcallsforjudicial discipline,

and it will beinteresting to see how the other

would support.

devastating.

as. Therewasno admission of any deal mak-

judgeshandlethe case.

Someoneneedsto ask if Nussjust bumbled
intothismess, or if hewasrepresentingtherest
of the court in an attempt to broker adeal, a
theory that Topekarumorsaweek or two ago

Intheend, thecourt, whichhad sei zed power
over budget-making in Topeka, may find it-
self in amuch diminished role. The court’s
enemieswill jump on it with al fours. For a
court that was on aroll, the result might be

Tsk, tsk, your honors.
Eventhe high and mighty cantakeafall.

—SeveHaynes

Shehatestosay goodbyetooldcar

It'shard to sell my Sebring.

Not hard because nobody wants
it. I’ vehad several peopleask about
it and a couple have taken it for a
spin.

It's hard because | have trouble
giving up my cars.

Eldest daughter hadanoldbrown
station wagon as her first car be-
causel soldittoher. Shedidn’t par-
ticularly want an old brown station
wagon. Shewould havepreferreda
niceshiny, red Porscheor Mustang.

Her pocketbook, however, was
more in the brown-station wagon
mode, so she bought it and com-
plained for yearsuntil shewasable
toupgradetoanicesporty Cavalier.
Atthat point, shesoldmy old station
wagon — back tome.

| got ared Probefor my birthday
in1990. | droveit until 1999, when
my son borrowed when he was a
senior and | wasout of town. Heran
it through abarbed-wirefence.

Hewasn't hurt, but hewaswalk-
ing most of hissenior year. Hisfa-
ther didn’t takekindly to him “bor-
rowing” Mom’ scar without permis-
sion.

| had two choicesat that point—
take theinsurancemoney and get a
new car or fix up the Probe. Steve
pointed out that the Probe, whileit
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was my baby, was a nine-year old
car withalmost 150,000 milesonit.

Whenheputitthat way, | went car
shopping. | needed avehicleand |
neededonenow!. | ended upgetting
theSebring, andit’ sbeenagoodcar,
but I never connected with it like |
did my stationwagon or that Probe.

In fact, | ended up buying the
Probeback fromtheinsurancecom-
pany. For $1,000, | got a not-too-
fancy repaintandrepairjoband| use
it asasparewhen my car isgetting
serviced or isin the shop.

Steve started talking to me about
gettinganew car almost ayear ago.
| dragged my feet.

Even though I’ ve never “con-
nected” to the Sebring — probably
because my kids called it an “old
lady’s car” when they heard it had
automatic transmission and power
windows— | wasn’t ready to make

abreak.

Steve, however, ispersistent. He
would bring the subject up every
couple of months and drive me by
thecar lots, pointing out the advan-
tagesof variousmodels. Heamost
had me sold on a sporty little two-
seater, but | decided | likedmy “old
lady” automatic transmission and
power windowsandwasn’tready to
go back toamanual transmission.

| finally found aSolaraand now |
haveto partwithoneof my cars. We
only haveatwo-car garageandthere
aready isn’t any place to keep the
Probe. | can’'thavethreecars. That's
afew too many spares.

But, gee, | hate to give up the
Sebring. | just learned how to spell
thenameand| still don’ thaveaclue
what aSebringis. Cometothink of
it, | don’'t know what aSolaraisei-
ther, but it’ scute.
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. MEANWHILE, THERE
APPEARS TO BE SIGNS
OF WAR FATIGUE
ALL ACROSS KANGAG...

Y ou'’ ve heard of “out-of-body”
experiences? The experiences we
had this weekend were compl etely
“in-body” experiences, but now we
wish we could be out of these old
bodies.

Wehurt.

Movingisfor young people. We
spent two days on the road with an
over-loaded U-Haul truck, one
pickup pulling another (both also
loaded), and an SUV withtwo cats,
one 11-year-old, one pregnant
woman, every piece of computer
equipment you could think of, an
enormousdriedflower arrangement
—andme.

Delaysontheroad put usseveral
hoursbehind schedule. By thetime
we arrived in San Antonio, un-
loaded the truck and deposited
householdbelongingsintherel ative
vicinity of the rooms where they
belonged, it was almost dark. We
piled back into one pickup (not air-
conditioned, in Texas, | might add)
and made the trek north to Dallas,
arriving at our daughter and son-in-
law’ shome about 12:30 a.m.

It' samazing, though, what agood
night’s sleep will do. We woke at
our usual 6a.m. andtip-toedaround
the house until “the kids” got up.
Kara said Taylor came into their
bedroomandsaid, “Mom, Grandma
and PaPaaren’ tintheir bed.” Soon,
the whol e household was up, and
another work week had started.

JmrodealongwithAdamtotake
Taylor to school. While they were
gone, an emergency alarm came
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Movingjust makesbody hurt
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over thetwo-way radio. Adamisa
volunteer firefighter in the area
where they live, and he had to re-
spond. It wasamedical emergency
and we haven't heard the outcome
yet. Jmlefttopick himupatthefire
station, so we'll get briefed before
weleave.

It's always fun to see thekids. |
justwishitwasn'talwaysontherun.
Timefor ustoget home, though. It's
going to seem lonely for awhile,
with Alex and her mom gone. But
we know thismoveis best for Jen-
nifer and her family.

—ob—

It's said as we get older, we be-
comemorelike children. | must be
back at about the 18-month age,
where they put everything in their
mouth. Jim and | were rummaging
through Kara's cupboards to find
oatmeal for breakfast. Soon, | hada
littlepan cookingand | waslooking
around her kitchen.

Um-m-m, | found alittle bowl of
jellybeans. Oneor twobeforebreak-
fastwouldn’thurt. Hm-m-m,what’s
this? Looking through the cello-
phane wrapper, it looked like a

cheese snack. “Never seen these
before,” | thought to myself. |
popped onein my mouth and began
to chew.

“Yuk, these are terrible,” |
thought as | chewed and chewed,
guessing the Texas humidity hao
toughened themup. | picked up the
bag and begantoread.

Chicken-flavored, quesadille
cheesesnacks, sofar, sogood. Reao
on. They were called “ Smackle
Puffs,” treats for dogs. DOGS ...
spit, sputter, spit, spit!

Between laughing and spitting, |
wasafraid | wasgoingtochoke. No
harm done, though.

Except now | havethisuncontrol-
lable desireto chase cats.

(From theBibI@
\__ J

Neither by the blood of
goats and calves, but by his
own blood he entered in once
into the holy place, having
obtained eternal redemption
for us.

Hebrews9: 12

Thirdtimewasnot acharm

Somedays, youjust shouldn’ t get
out of bed, | think.

In fact, that sounds like a pretty
good ideafor today.

It's wet and cold and nasty out
there.

But it' s paper day, and | have to
gotowork.

If | don’t, the rest of the staff
knows where | live. They’d come
find me.

| think Fabiolawished shehadn’t
gotten out of bed on Thursday.

If she’dhavecalledinsick, she'd
never have met Cynthiaand 1. And
her lifewoul d have been much bet-
ter for the experience.

Not that we were mean to her,
mind you.

Just that she had awhole lot of
troublegetting usinto ahotel room.

We drove to Wichitafor the an-
nual Kansas Press convention. It
was at the Marriott, whichisbilled
ashbeing on East Kellogg, the main
drag, thoughitisn't.

The hotel actually ison asort of
privatedrivethat wandersinfroma
side street. Wherever you are on
Kellogg, youcanseeit, butyoucan't
get there from there, no matter
wherethereis.

Thehotel property backsuptothe
east Turnpike entrance, but the ac-
cess road runs about aquarter mile
east on private land. That camein
handy the last time the convention
was there, because Fred Phelps
came to picket. He has to stay on
public property, which was so far

AlongtheSappa
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By SteveHaynes

away that nobody noticed him.

Anyway, weleftlateanddroveall
afternoon, skiddinginjustintimeto
check inand goonthetour. Fabiola
gave usaroom on the second floor
and we zipped on up.

When we got there, the key
worked buttheroomobviously was
occupied. | wasparking thecar and
met Cynthiaon her way back to the
desk.

Fabiola gave us new keysfor a
room onthethird floor.

Asweopened thedoor, weknew
something waswrong.

Thebedsweren’' t made, thebath-
room was a mess and there were
personal effectson the desk.

The room was, in aword, occu-
pied.

Cynthia sjaw dropped. After she
came to her senses, she exclaimed
her disappointment:

“Twooccupiedrooms,” shesaid,
“and | don’t get to see one naked
man.”

| assured her it would have been
amiddle-aged businessman with a
pot belly, and she’d seen that al-
ready.

She went back to the desk. The
look onFabiola sfacewaspriceless,
sort of .

Shegave usanother room, onthe
fifth floor thistime.

| was starting to worry, because
the hotel only had eight floors, anc
timewasslipping away.

When we got to the third room,
though, it was clean and unoccu-
pied. Weunpacked theluggagecart
and Cynthiastarted to draw abath.

“Oh,” sheexclaimed. “ Thewater
isn'thotandit’ll takeall night tofill
at thisrate.”

Shewasright. Theshower woulo
barely runadrip.

| started for thefront desk. | didn’t
think Fabiolawantedto seeCynthiz
again.

Halfway down the hall, Cynthie
calledtome.

“l gotittorun,” shesaid.

| wasglad.

As | got back to the room, the
phonerang. It was Fabiola.

“Is your room all right?” she
askedinaworried voice.

“Fine,” | reassured her.

Shehad noidea.

Childrenwdcomeat FROGSCamp
| etter totheEditor

TotheEditor:

TheApril 12issueof TheOberlin
Herald contained an article outlin-
ing several great ideas to improve
our community. Someof theseideas
dealtwiththeneedsof our children.

The Outreach Team at Oberlin
Covenant Churchwouldliketo re-
mind people that we have a great
children’ sprogramat City Park ev-
ery summer. Itiscalled FROGS
Campandthiswill bethefifthyear.
The camp will run Monday,
Wednesday and Friday, 9 am.-1
p.m., from June 26 through the
month of July.

Thecampisfreeand opentokids

enteringsecondthroughsixthgrade.
Thiscampincludesof games, crafts,
singing, stories, special event days,
field tripsand family nights. Itisa
great program, and this year’'s
“Head Frog” will be Anthony
Marshall. We are excited to have
him head up FROGS this summer.
We would love to see your child
there.

We would appreciate any help
anyone would be willing to offer.

We always need volunteersto help
with crafts and snacks. We would
alsoappreciateany donationssowe
can continueto providethisservice
to thechildren of our town.

If you have any questions, or can
provide assistance, call the church
at (785) 475-2769.

Oberlin Covenant Church
Outreach Team
Joan Glading



