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Council selection good;
processcould bebetter

Mayor Ken Shobe hasnamed RhondaMay
tofill avacant seat on the City Council.

She replaces Patrick Pomeroy, the former
county ambulance director, who left his job
last week to take another in Coffeyville.

Mr. Pomeroy will bemissed. Hewasagood
ambulance director. He brought order out of
anunorganized department, collected thebills
and boosted training. His work on the city
council showed a depth of community in-
volvement that Oberlin needs.

Ms. May doubtlessisafinereplacement for

him on the council.

Sheisbright, well educated, personableand
committed to this community. We look for-

ward to her contributions.

Thisisagood appointment by the mayor.
Still, wecan't hel p but question the process
which brought her to thisappointment, if you

cancall it that.

Basically, as we understand it, the mayor
looked around and made achoice.

Therewas no one who had just missed be-
ing el ected tothecommissioninthelast el ec-
tion. In fact, there were only two candidates
for two seats, asad circumstance.

There were no volunteers for the post that
weknow of, partly at | east becauseno onehad

much chanceto volunteer.
Andthat istoo bad.

Itseemsonly fair that thecity should havea

county job.

zoningand other board positions, toreplacing
acouncil member.

Particularly with a council seat, since the
person named to a post often winds up serv-
ing morethantheunexpiredterm. Anappoint-
ment short-circuitsthe election process, giv-
ing someoneanear lock on aseat.

Decatur County commissioners have been
rigorousinfollowingtheir appointment rules
in recent years. Everyone, even along-term
incumbent, hasto apply for appointment to a

Commissionersfigureit’stheir duty to be

fairtoanyonewhomight beinterestedinajob.
That’ sagood system.

The city would do well to have one of its

own. Themayor would still makethechoice.
Theend result might be no different.
Certainly, had she applied in a crowded

field, Ms. May would havestood out asagood

candidate for the council. There’s nothing
wrong with her appointment. Thelaw allows
the mayor to makethe choice.

We' djust liketo seeamore organized pro-
cess, withnoticegiventoall eligiblecitizens,
before the decision next time.

I’ ssomething the council certainly should
consider, not just for council seats, but for all

City appointments.

Who knows;

regular process for filling vacancies, from

Gradsget heartfet send off

High school seniors everywhere
are considering their futures. Sun-
day night, wewere given an oppor-
tunity to deliver an addresstothree
young people in alittle Nebraska
town just over the border fromus.

We were booked as ateam. The
organizer wanted Jimand | to sing
some songs and say afew wordsto
the graduating seniors from this
farmingcommunity. When| agreed
forustodothis, | wasquiteflattered,
thinking someone, finally, realized
how elogquent | couldbe. | visualized
the audience hanging on every
word.

As the night of our debut ap-
proached, | cametorealizetheawe-
someresponsibility of whatwewere
about to do. | kept bugging Jim,
“What are you going to talk about?
What areyou going to say?’

A practiced public speaker, he
would only say, “Calm down,
Carolyn. I’'m working on it. It's
comingtome.”

“Well, work out loud. | need to
know what you' regoingtosay, sol
don’t say thesamething,” I toldhim.

Hegavemeacockeyed ook that
| translated to mean, “Thereisno
way you could beginto say thesame
thingl amgoingtosay.” Whichwas
true, but | wasbeginning to get ner-
VOusS.

| read somewhere public speak-
ing is one of life's most stressful
situations. | believeit. | have no
problem with spontaneous conver-
sation. | can make small talk with
anyone.

Somehow, thisseemed different.
What | saidwassupposedtobepro-
found. It might have an impact on
these young peopl €' slives.

Then, my husband gave me the
best adviceintheworld: “ Just speak
fromyour heart.”

the city might wind up with

somevolunteer help it hadn’t expected.

—SeveHaynes

Out Back

By Carolyn SueKelley-Plotts
cplotts@nwkansas.com

J

So, | did. | told the kids | hoped
their parents had let them make a
few mistakes. That the best way to
learn how to make good decisions
wasto makeafew bad ones.

| told them they would have two
important decisionstomakeintheir
lives and neither one had anything
todowithwherethey wentto school
or what they would do for aliving.

| saidtheir first decisionwouldbe
whether or not to make Christ the
center of their life. Thesecond most
important decision would be who
they would decideto marry.

Then | threw in one extra bit of
adviceforfree. | toldthemtohavea
purpose in their lives, to be of ser-

viceto others.

Next, it was Jim’sturn. In true
Plotts style, he changed his mes-
sage, on the spot. The message he
delivered was not the message he
had prepared. He said my comment
about service inspired him and he
presented what | thought wasafine
message. The phrase he used was:
“Only one life will soon be past,
Only what’s done for Christ will
last.”

It'strue. If we can be servants of
our fellowmanintheir timeof need,
wearefulfilling our purpose.

Youdon'thavetolook very farto
find aneed. Perhapsyou’ rejust the
persontofill it.

Thanksfor health fair

TotheEditor:

We'd liketo thank all those who
were involved in the Decatur
County HealthFair. Weappreciate
thework and timethat went intoiit.

We learned alot of new things,
likehow to eat healthy. Welearned
how important water isfor our bod-
ies, and that fruits and vegetables
containwater. Wealsolearnedtobe
careful because some common
househol ditemsthat are poisonous
look-a-likes of things that we eat.
Weknow how important |abelsare.

L etter
totheEditor

Weespecially thoughtitwasgreat
how therewassomethingfor every-
one.

We also want to thank the Lions
Clubfor bringing their bus.

Bethany Smith
Oberlin Christian Academy

" THE OBERLIN HERALD

lin, Kan. 67749.

Seveand CynthiaHaynes, publishers
Official newspaper of Oberlin, Jennings, Nor-
catur, Dresdenand Decatur County. M ember of

Serving Oberlinand Decatur County since1879

USPS401-600
170S. PennAve., Oberlin, Kan. 67749-2243

Published each Wednesday by Haynes Pub-
lishing Co., 170 S. Penn Ave., Oberlin, Kan.
67749. Periodicals mail postage paid at Ober-

Phone: (785) 475-2206  Fax (785) 475-2800
E-mail: obherald@nwkansas.com
Nor’West Newspapers

STAFF

SteveHayNes. ... oveeeereee e editor

Kimberly Davis .......c.c....... managing editor

Mary LouOIson .......ccccceeenuenneee society editor

Judy Jordan .......cceeeeieiiiieeienns proofreader

the Kansas Press Association, National News- g’/ﬁ%gﬁd Ire%/;Pl OllS.....ov... busmeé?rllgnmmg
paper Association, Colorado Press Associa- David Bera)I/i ng .a.&.:ivertisi n manager
tion, Nebraska Press Association and Inland GING oo 9 g

P PatCozad ....................... want ads/circulation
PressAssociation. o :

KarlaJones........ccccevuevennne. advertising production
Subscriptions: Oneyear, $30 (tax included) in Decatur, Norton,  JOAN BEIS ......evvvvivivieieieiieieeeeeeeveeeen historian
Rawlins, Sheridan, Thomas and Red Willow counties; $34 (tax ;
included) elsewherein K ansas; $37 elsawhereintheU.S, Foreign Ji m_M S ({]e]L SRR sportsreporter
subscriptions, $20 extra per year (except APO/FPO). POST-  Whitney Beinke ..........cccceeeene pagemakeup
MASTER: Send changeof addressto 170 S. PennAve., Oberlin,
Kan. 67749-2243. -
Officehours: 8:30am.-5:30p.m. Mon.-Fri. , ,Q-d:l ININL22
isi ansas Press e
L (Alsoopenmost Saturdayswhen someoneisin.) nss_l_l_cia tion N QTS’S'& AL |8rEvWSPAPEn )

BVEN IF ODR

©% CSTTBTTE MANAATTAN MERCURY

OON'T WORRY, HONEY,

PROPERTY TAXES SKYROCKET
THEY'LL NeveRr Force ()9
OUT INTO THE STREET...

NOT AS LONG 2
AS WE CAN
LIVE IN THE CAR ()
| WE %AN T AFFORD el mu “m”m
0 DRIVE. # W'g
D§ “IE
Ve @ "o

Funtripgetsoff tobloody sart

Thetripdidn’t haveavery auspi-
ciousstart. Thetrainwaslateand |
cut myself onthetickets.

We were headed for Milwaukee
on Amtrak for athree-day tripwith
no committee meetings, no semi-
narsand nobody but us.

It was no surprise that the train
waslate. Thetrain’salwayslate. It
comesfrom Oakland and hasl otsof
opportunitiesto lose time between
Cdliforniaand M cCook.

Steve asked to ook at thetickets
and as| pulled them out of the rub-
ber-banded pack of important stuff,
| gavemyself anasty paper cut.

| held it over my head, | applied
pressure. It wouldn’t quit bleeding.

Itwas2 am. and | was bleeding
to death from apaper cut.

Luckily, the rest of the trip was
better.

Wehadanicetrip toChicagoand
athough the connection wastight,
we caught thelocal to Milwaukee.

In Milwaukee, wewent out to an
old German social hall and had sau-
sage, potato pancakesand beer. Not
dietetic, but authenticlocal fare.

Asweate, wewatched the Brew-
ers game on television. The poor
Brewersaren’t exactly in the base-
ment, but they haven’twonawhole
lot of gamesthisyear. However, as
we watched, the hometown boys
beat the Atlanta Braves. Thetele-
vision announcer said that the next
day’ sgamewould start at noon.

(= N
' Open Season
ByCynthiaHaynes
cahaynes@nwkansas.com
\& y,

Our reasonfor beingintownwas
an art show with watercolor paint-
ings and photographs by a friend
who died about threeyears ago.

Thegallery openedat 10a.m., so
wewalked over and spent acouple
of hourslookingand remembering.
Thenwe headed for the ball park.

Sincewe didn’t have tickets, we
bought a couple from an indepen-
dent businessman (read scal per).

Theseatsweregreat, theday was
sunny and the Brewers beat the
Braves. What more could we ask?

Well, wecould haveremembered
to bring hats and sunglasses, but it
wassupposedtobeovercast. That's
how Steveended upwithaMilwau-
keeBrewershat.

We celebrated the victory by
walking back to the hotel — about
five miles. Well, that should have
worked off some excesscalories.

We grabbed the train home the
next day and arrived back in Mc-
Cook almost on time. The west-
boundtrainseldomlosesmuchtime

between Illinois and Nebraska, so
you can usually get off thetrain on
time—at 3:53a.m.

Itwasagoodtripand agoodtime
and it sagood thingwewent to the
gamewhenwedidbecausethe Cubs
came to town and the Brewers re-
turnedtotheir losing ways.

Wewerethereforthecel ebration,
though, since the Brewers hao
never, ever won a series at home
against the hated Braves, who de-
serted Wisconsinfor the Souththose
many yearsago.

(From theBibI@
\ J

Cease, my son, to hear the
instruction that causeth to err
fromthewordsof knowledge.
An ungodly witness scorneth
judgment: and the mouth of
thewicked devourethiniquity.

Proverbs19: 27, 28

Bewar eof thesee-mail scams

Don’t believe everything you
read, especially ontheInternet.

The“from” addressread, “Inter-
nal Revenue Security Service.”

The e-mail return address was
“service@IRS.gov.”

The content was attractive:

“Afterthelast annual calculations
of your fiscal activity, we have de-
termined that you areéligibletore-
ceiveatax refund of $63.80. Please
submit the tax refund request and
allow us6-9daysinorder toprocess
it.”

The e-mail hasalink to and offi-
cial-looking IRS web site address.
Only, when| hold my mousepointer
overtheaddress, my e-mail program
showsawarning: theaddressisfake.

Click here, it says, and you’ Il get
instructions on how to get your re-
fund.

Sure.

Andthat bridgel just bought will
bevaluable someday, too.

Hey, I’'m not getting arefund. |
had to pay with my return.

Andif I clickonthat website, I'm
willing to bet, someonewill be get-
tingsomemoney. Itwon’'tbeme. I'll
just get serviced.

Just going to the web site might
give the scammers information or
access to my computer. The site
likely will ask metogivemy Social
Security and bank account numbers
sothe* RS’ cansendmemy refund.

Oh, that’slikely.

AlongtheSappa

schaynes@nwkansﬂs.com)

By SteveHaynes

Probably, somebody would be
tapping my bank account andtaking
out credit cardsin my name. Soon,
my A+ credit scorewould be down
to zero.

I’m getting half adozen of these
“phishing” e-mailsevery day, stuck
inthereamongtheoffersfor Viagra,
sex-enhancement patches and no-
ticesthat I’ ve won (variously) the
Australian, Irishand Belgian|otter-
ies.

Therestill aresomeNigerian|et-
ters, askingmy helpinslipping $12
million or $25 million out of some
God-forsaken country. All my
newfound friends need is my bank
account number or acheck fromme
for somefour-figuresum. I’ll make
millions.

That’ s pretty common, huh?

Themost common scamsask for
bank account or bank card numbers,
instant accessto your accounts.

Wells Fargo Staff, Citigroup,
Dresdner Bank, JP Morgan Chase
and Co., Chase Online Banking,

Chase Bank password security,
Bank of America, Regions Bank,
Visa/lMastercard Lottery. Thelatest
twist asksfor accessto your PayPal
or eBay accounts.

Good thing | don’t have any of
those, or | might bite.

The scammers, of course, don’t
know what accountsyou have. They
just send out millions of messages
and figurethat afew gullibletypes
will reply.

They don’t need very many suck-
ersto make aliving, | guess. They
must be doing OK, because they
keep sending out their pleas.

“Please update your information
by checking thelink below:”

Right.

My adviceis, don’t ever click an
e-mail link unlessyou know, and |
mean know, that the sender islegit.
Just clickingonaweb sitemay com-
promiseyour computer.

Unless, of course, you just want
to be scammed.

Hey, $63.80fromthelRS. Swest.

Writer feelspayingfor water wrong
L etter totheEditor

TotheEditor:

I’'mwritinginregardtotheidiotic
idea of paying farmersto stopirri-
gating crops. These irrigators are
using up anatural resource, water,
that belongstoeveryone, notjustthe
farmers.

Thepeoplewho put downirriga-
tionsystemsdid thisof their choos-
ing. Noonetoldthemthey hadtodo
this. They did this out of greed to
raise more grain to make more
money, and to raise a commodity
that we already have an excess of.
Thisdepressesthepricefurther.

If we had plenty of water under-
ground, itwouldbedifferent, butthe
Ogallala Aquifer which lies under
parts of Kansas, Oklahoma, Ne-
braskaand Col orado hasbeendrop-
ping for quite a number of years.
Some farmers' household water
supply fromtheaguifer hasgonedry
andsomehavehadtodrill newwells
becauseof thefall of thewater level.

Many citiesarehaving troublewith
their drinking water supply.

Thisdoesn't seemright, toletir-
rigatorscontinueto pumpout of the
aquifer whilethisshortage of water
isoccurring, and piles of grain are
stored on the ground. Human and
animal consumption should have
firstpriority tothisnatural resource.

To be paid to stop irrigating is
about the biggest 1oad of bull I've
ever heard of. Why doesour gover-
nor think they should bepaidtostop
irrigating? They made an invest-
ment in irrigation to make more
money. There’ snothingwrongwith
that at all, aslong asthereisplenty
of water.

How about paying other busi-
nessesintown for not being ableto

sell asmuchmerchandiseasnormal
because of thedrought? That’ sjust
ashigaload of bull asitisto pay the
irrigatorsto stop pumping water to
irrigate crops.

The people of Kansas and other
states better sit up and take notice
before we're out of water, or have
nothingleft but contaminated water.
Andthat’ snot sofar away. Thelast
article| saw on that said there was
only six-tenths of 1 percent of the
water left in the U.S. that was not
contaminated. L et your senatorsanc
representatives know how critical
our water supply is.

TheOgallalaAquifer dropped 12
1/2feetin2003.

Walter A. Hein
Grainfield



