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Boys
finish
fifth

The Decatur Community High
boys track team finished fifthin a
field of 19 at the St. FrancisInvita-
tional last Tuesday.

TheteamfromWray, Colo., won
themeet with 92 points, followed by
Burlington with 87; St. Francis,
third, 60; Atwood, fourth, 58;
Oberlin, fifth, 51; Weskan, sixth, 46;
Tribune, seventh, 42; Brewster,
eighth, 38; Sharon Springs, ninth,
30; Hoxie, 10th, 23; Cheylin (Bird
City), 11th, 10; Bethune, 12th, 8;
Tri-Plains, 13th, 8; Liberty, 14th, 2.
Teams from Colby, Grinnell,
Herndon, Idalia, Colo., and Oakley
did not place.

Oberlinsenior Teryn Grafel kept
up historrid pace, winning the 110-
meter hurdlesin 15.06 secondsand
300-meter hurdlesin 40.57.

Senior Denton Bailey finished
first in the javelin with athrow of

Football

As the high school year winds
down, TheHerald plansa series of
articleson senior athleteswho will
be graduating and heading off to
college. Thesearticlesaredesigned
to let the younger athletes under-
stand what it takes to be a success
inasport they areinterestedin.

By JIM MERRIOTT

What doesit taketo play college
football?

Oberlin senior Jason Thomas, an
honorable-mention All-State line-
backer for the Oberlin Red Devils,
hassignedto play Division| junior
collegefootball at DodgeCity Com-
munity Collegethisfall. Howdidhe
get tothat point?

Thomas, whoplayedfullback and
tight end, carried the ball 72 times
for 371 yards and scored three
touchdowns on offense in high
school. A two-year starter asaline-
backer on defense, herecorded 286
tackles during his four years at
Decatur Community High School,
intercepting three passesand recov-
eringsix fumbles. Hiseffortslanded
him on the All-Northwest Kansas

FRESHMANLUCASJUENEMANN (right) flew through
the hurdlesin his heat last Tuesday at the St. Francis Track

154 feet, 7 inches.
Grafel also had a second-place

the 200-meter dash with a23.46.
Garrit Petersfinishedfourthinthe

Invitational track meet

jump at 5-4.
Monday, freshmen and sopho-

finish in the triple jump at 40.75. 400-meter dash at 54.93and Lucas moreswereto competein Atwood.

Senior JoeMonderotook secondin

Sar offer stipsfor younger

Leaguefirstteamasajunior andthe
second team asasenior.

“Werecruited Jasonwiththeidea
that hecancomeinimmediately and
compete for one of our linebacker
positions,” said Dadge City Coach
Marcus Garstecki. “From what |
have seen from game films, he fits
the linebacker mold here at Dodge
City.”

Thomassaidhehasawaysloved
football and started playing in the
fifth grade, even though there was
no organized team here.

“When | was in fifth grade,” he
said, “Oberlin didn’t have atackle
football program. Some of my
friends and | had heard that there
wasatackleteamin Norton, so our
parentssignedusuptoplay ... with
aNorton team.

“Duringthat time, my parentsput
alot of milesonthecar and| would
liketothank all them and therest of
theparentsthat spent their timedriv-
ing us and coaching us. Without
their help, | would never bewherel
amtoday.

“Thereis just something about

Juenemann was sixth in the high

Tuesday, theRed Devilshosted the
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Jason Thomasintheweight room.

thisgamethat attracted me. Footbal
isaphysical game, and | lovetohit.
It wasthe contact that attracted me;
thereisjust something about hitting
that | love.

“Over theyears, alot of coaches
helped me get better. | owealot to

those coaches, and | would say to
any young upcoming Red Devilsto
listen to your coaches. They know
what’ sgoing on. They have played
the game and understand what it
takesto makeyou abetter player.
“1 also owe alot to my parents,

— Herald staff photo by Karen Krien

Oberlin Invitational and Monday,
Oberlinwill travel toHill City. The
Northwest KansasL eaguemeset will
beFriday, May 12, in Quinter.

players

Kaylene and Dennis Thomas; they
have been aninspirationto me.

“One of the things | would tell
youngkidsistogettoasmany sum-
mer camps as possible. Another
thing isthat afootball player needs
to learn that the weight room isthe
secret to their success. Bigger,
faster, and stronger athletesalways
winout.

“The weight room builds mental
confidence and toughness. Part of
thegameisphysical and partismen-
tal. If you think you can do it, you
probably can, if you don’t give up.
If youthink youcan't, youareright.

“I would recommendto start lift-
ingweightsat theend of sixthgrade
going into seventh grade, but |
would make sure | was taught cor-
rectly.”

Thomas was coached by Trevor
Williams at Decatur Community
High School.

“Hehasabright future.” said Wil -
liams.

Writer he ped tobuild PomonaLake42yearsago

Thisisthefirst of aseriesontreks
to Kansas state parks on my annual
summer fishing excursions, letting
Kansansin on great places to take
short weekend trips while keeping
our money in our state.

Thisweek, | headed back to my
old stomping grounds at Pomona
L ake, 35 milessouth of Topekaoff
U.S. 75 near Vassar, between K-31
and K-268.

Construction of the dam took
about four yearsandwascompl eted
in 1963 at acost of $13 million.

Asasummer laborer during high
school, | spent many hot days cut-
ting stumpsinthat valley.

The lake to date has registered
over $135 million in flood protec-
tion savings.

Ithasbeen35yearssincel leftthe
Michigan Valley, onthenorth side
of the lake just four miles from
Overbrook.

Y oucanstill seeeast towest from
the top of the dam the inlet of Dra-
goon Creek.

Asakid, | would wade up the
creek and set limb linesfor big old
catfishto hit during the night.

When the summer got hot, |
would fish all night looking for the
bigones. Someof thosechannel cats
were anywhere from five to 20
pounds.

Their granddaughtersand grand-
sons are still spawning therein the
shallows, just asthey havefromthe
start.

If fishingisinyour plans, crappie,
whitebass, wipers, largemouth bass
and bluegill, along with rough fish
suchasbuffalo, drum, and carp, call
Pomonahome.

“Pomonais known for being a
good catfishand crappielake,” said
Pomona State Park Ranger Jason
Sunderland, (785)-828-4933.

“Pomona has been known for
very decent walleye population, up
to five pounds,” said James
Stegeman, ageological consultant
at thelake.

Fishermen report agood number
of one- to three-pound white bass

TheJayhawker

Jtmerriott@nwkansas.com

ByJimMerriott

J

and wipers.

Crappierangeuptothreepounds.
Flat heads and channel cats can
range up to 20 pounds.

“Largemouth bass numbers are
down, but bluegillsareplentiful and
if you like to bow fish, rough fish
such asbuffalo, drum, and carp can
befoundintheshallows.” .

Locals like Jimmy Myers, who
haslived onthelakesinceitsincep-
tion, and Terry Heathman of Ot-
tawa, who fishesthe lake 275 days
per year, agree that the lake has
changed from a predominate wall-
eyefishing laketo acatfishlaketo-
day.

“Therewasatimewhenwalleye
was king when the lake was in its
infant stages,” said Myers. “Over
the past 30 years, things have
changed.”

“Pomonalakeiscontrolled by the
Army Corps of Engineers, who
regulate water flow.

Asthelakehasaged, thesediment
on the bottom of the lake has
changed how welook at stocking,”
said Don George, regional biologist
for theK ansasDepartment of Wild-
lifeand Parks.

“Everythreeyears, itisnecessary
toflushthelake.

“Welooseatremendous number
of walleyedownstreamto the State
of Missouri dueto the fact that the
majority of walleyehangclosetothe
rip-rap and outlet of thedam.

Itismoreeconomically feasible
to stock wiper in the lake because
they are cheaper and handle the
habitat of the lake better than the
walleye.”

Thelakehasagreat campingarea
on the southeast side at Pomona

State Park, which hastwo concrete
boat ramps.

It hasall thefacilities necessary
to have a good time; reserved and
open camping, el ectricity hookups,
showers with hot water, picnic fa-
cilities, water supply, swimming
beach, fishing dock, reserved shel-
ter,adumpstation, reservablegroup
camping, marina and playground
facilitiesfor thekids.

On the west end of the lake is
Carbolyn Park.

Campingismoreprimitiveinthis
remote area; it hasaboat ramp, but
fewer facilities.

Onthe north central arm of 110-
mileCreekisCedar Park, anareafor
campingwithaboat ramp, but with
primitivefacilities.

On the northeast side of the lake
by the Wolf Creek arm is Wolf
Creek Park, which has aboat ramp
and pretty good facilities.

Itisacrossthebay fromtheNorth

Shore Marina, which has camping
facilitiesmorelikethe state park.

Then there is Michigan Valley
Campground down by theriprap of
the dam, my favorite, where the
beachissandy, agreat placetoswim
and catchlazy walleyesoff thedam.

If you are abig water skier, then
ski up the north arm of 110-Mile
Creek. Itisthecalmest.

Thewind canmaketherest of the
|akechoppy attimes, sol would ad-
viseskiingin early morning or just
before dusk along the riprap of the
dam.

Thisisagreat Memorial Day
weekend getaway.

It takes about five hoursto get to
Vassar from Oberlin, butitisworth
it.

The most important thing to do
beforeyou goisto reserve acamp-
ing spot by callingtheNational Rec-
reation Reservation servicetoll free
at (877) 444-6777, or visit the
Internet at www.ReserveUSA .com.

Y ouwill needeither aannual state
parkspassfor admissionor aday or
overnight camping pass.

A one-day motor vehicle passis
$7, an annual motor vehicle permit
i5$46.65.

Daily camping permits are be-
tween $5.50-$6.50, an annual
camping permitis$11.50-$130.50.

* No Flare Ups
e The Best Grill, Smoker & BBQ
on the market today!

* Environmentally Sound

R&M SerV|ce Center

150 S. Penn Ave. « Downtown Oberlin
Friendly Sales and Service
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HAN DCRAI-"I 'ED WOOD PELLET GRILLS

Your TRAEGER Grill Dealer for this area

e Taste the Difference « Healthier Foods

* We have accessories, pellets, spices

(785) 475-2177

There are 14-day camping permits
that run $60.50-$70.50.

Remember if you areputtingina
boat larger than 14 foot with any
kind of amotor, it will haveto be
registered with the state.

The fee is $30 for athree-year
permit. An annual resident fishing
licenseare $20.15.

Pomonaisjust oneof many stops
I will be making this summer on
“The Jayhawker’ s Kansas Geta-
ways.”

Onelast thing: do you and your-
self afavor and takeakid fishing.

Oberlin
golfers
takeZnd

Junior Breck Simonsson led the
Oberlin Red Devils golf team to &
second-placefinish Saturday at the
Rawlins County Invitational in
Atwood.

Simonsson finished second over-
al in the tournament with a final
scoreof 76 over the 18-holecourse,
earning him amedal. That kept the
Red Devils on the heels of
Goodland, which took the tourna-
ment.

The Cowboys finished with &
team scoretotal of 341; Oberlinand
Colby shot 349 to tie for second;
Hoxie was fourth at 353; Atwood,
fifth, 385; Oakley, sixth, 403;
Quinter, seventh, 442; and the
Atwoodjunior varsity waseighth at
481.

“Theteamisshowing steady im-
provement,” said Coach Dick
Ahlberg.

Oberlin scores included B.
Simonsson 38-38=76; Andy
Gilliam, sixth, receiving a medal,
44-41=85; Jobey Black, 43-49=92;
Corey Cook, 48-48=96; Andrew
Richards, 48-54=102; and Nathan
Simonsson, 57-51=108.

TheRed Devilsplannedtotravel
to Thomas Moore Prep in Hays on
Tuesday. Thursday they will sende
split squad to Colby, and Saturday
they competein Ulysses.

Last Tuesday’s match at Hoxie
was cancelled and will not bemade
up due to scheduling problems, as
Oberlin must competein regional s
Monday, when the match would be
reschedul ed.

“There is a slight possibility
Oberlin might send ajunior varsity
team to Hoxie, but it is doubtful,”
said Coach Dick Ahlberg.

TheRed Devilswerehandcuffeg
at the Atwood tournament, as twa
top players, Jonathon Richardsanc
Nolan May, missed the match due
to the state music competition in
Gypsum, near Salina.

Timeto
Sgnup
for teams

Summer softball and baseball
formsfor the Decatur County sum-
mer recreation program are due
Wednesday so players are assured
they will be chosen in the draft anc
get ateam shirt.

The draft day, for coaches only,
will be next Wednesday at the
Decatur Community High main
gymnasium. T-Ball and Little
L eaguedraftsbeginsat 6 p.m., with
Bantam and Pony L eague drafts at
7:15p.m.

For anyone getting a co-ed soft-
ball team together, there will be &
meeting for team representativesat
6p.m.onTuesday at thehigh school
gym. A teamrepresentativemust be
present to set the schedule. Team
feesare $150.

K-18 coaches are still needed.
Anyone interested should apply at
the county clerk’ soffice as soon as
possible.
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l DCHS ALUMNI BANQUET RESERVATION COUPON 1

i The DCHS Alumni Banquet will be held at The Gateway in Ober- L
[ lin, Saturday, May 27, 2006 at 6:30 p.m. Doors open at 5:30 . Mail i
B reservations and remittance to: Alumni Assn., PO. Box 201, Ober- |
B lin, KS 67749. Deadline for reservations is May 19, 2006. Price per |
[ plate is $12.50 - This includes dinner and 50 cents for the Smick Memorial Loan [

I Space alows for alumni and spouse/guest. BE SURE to give

I Fund. I
| _
B Alumni’s Name Class [
| _
B Spouse or Guest Name Class B

i

i

[ class year and maiden name.

J I spouse/guest is also an alumni, please indicate the class year |

] he/she would like to be seated with:

BLae registrations accepted, but no guarantee on sitting with your

B class.

Losing a Loved One to Drugs or Alcohol?

We have the answer!

o Over 70% Success Rate

« 3-6 Month Residential Program

o Scenic Private Lake Setting

¢ Sauna Detox to Remove Drug Residues and Eliminate

Physical Cravings

o Life Skills Training Prepares Students for Long Term Success
o Post-Program Job Referal Network

Start Living Life Again,
Call NARCONON® STONE HAWK

1-800-998-0989

NARC/NON

www.narcononstonehawk.com




