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New OrleansJazz Fest
showssurvival spirit

New Orleans residents and visitors alike
jammed the old race course in New Orleans
for thetown’ s37th annual Jazz Fest.

Jimmy Buffet opened with “City of New
Orleans,” and peoplecried.

FatsDomino, whosehouseintheL ower 9th
Ward was swept away by the flood, was the
scheduled headliner, but wound upinthehos-
pital. Lionel Richietook hisplace.

The 78-year-old Domino, alegendary fig-
ureinthemusicbusiness, surprisedthecrowd
by showing up duringtheshow tothank them.

Theinfieldat theNew OrleansFair Grounds
Race Coursewaspacked, but theweather was
ascool, they said, asthe show.

Asthey didafter Mardi Gras, somewill criti-
cizeNew Orleansfor putting on such aparty.
L ess than nine months ago, the fair grounds
had been under fivefeet of water. Many New
Orleansperformers, likeDomino, likethe9th
Ward, lost everything.

But New Orleans people know better than
to listen to the do-gooders and goody-
twoshoes.

It simpossible to imagine the city without
itsparties, itsmusic and itsfood.

New Orleans people know that their city is
goingtosurvive. They haveplenty of support.

need.
They will.

it better.

Therearemany decisionsto bemade, many
rulesto be written. Some say redevel opment
and government aid are monthsbehind. New
Orleanspeopleknow, intheend, they’ Il have
todoit themselvesanyway.

They’ [l havetomakethedecisionsand build
the houses, the schools and hospitals they

They’ ve proved time and time again that
they know how to survive.

Festivalsand folderol ? Sure.

Every city hasits character, New Orleans
more than most. It’ s the city of jazz, Cajun
food and easy living. It’ suniguein American
lore. It snot going to changej ust becauseout-
siderstut-tut itsexcesses.

Nationally known performers like Buffet
and scoresof New Orleansmusi ciansflocked
totown to show their support at thefestival.

“ThishasbeenaJazz Festlikenoother,” one
woman said. “So many artists have come
down for us. They'retrying to inspire usto
restore and rebuild New Orleans, both musi-
cally and emotionally.”

NooneoutsideNew Orleanscould havesaid

—SeveHaynes

L Ilacseason bringshappiness

It salmost theend of lilac season,
and I’'m enjoying what will be one
of my last bouquets.

Jimjust broughtinalovely clus-
ter of the fragrant beauties and set
them beside me on atable. So, as|
type, | aminhaling their fragrance.

Which makes methink about my
mother. Shelovedflowersbut knew
that if she was around them, she
would pay dearly with an asthma
attack. | think, occasionally, she
would weigh the risks against the
rewards. “Rewards’ would some-
timeswinout, and shewouldlet her-
self enjoy the beauty and aroma of
flowers, knowing full well she
would later haveabreathing crisis.

How lucky | amtonot havealler-
giesof any kind. | loveto bury my
noseinthecenter of arose. | loveto
have a fresh bouquet of anything
that bloomsin the house.

Usually, I'll take a bouquet of
flowersto the office. That’swhere
| seemto spend themost time, so if
I’mgoingtoenjoy looking at them,
| better put themwherel am.

—ob—

Sunday | gotto play master of cer-
emoniesat abenefit concert for one
of our pet projects. | haven't shared
anything in this column about the
Haven, because | didn’t want to
sound likel wasbragging. But now
I’ve decided it’s time to let you
know what’ sgoing on.

Jmand| havebeeninvolvedina
prison ministry for about six years.
We' vefoundthatyouhaven'treally
worshipped until you’ve wor-
shipped withinmates.

There is another sideto menin
prison—andthat’ sthewomenthey
leavebehind. Itmightbeawife, girl-
friend or mother, but they aredoing
timeright along with their man.

Most women don’t stick around.
We spend alot of time counseling
menwho havereceivedtheir “Dear
John” letter or divorce papers.

A small group of usinvolved in

Out Back
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prison ministry saw the need to try
to keep families connected. Travel
costs and motel rates kept these
womenfromvisitingvery often. An
inexpensive, safe placeto stay was
what they needed.

A few monthsago, ahouse came
up for sale and this group banded
together to buy it. A benefactor
steppedforwardto carry usuntil we
received our non-profit status,
which we expect any day now.

That ishow the Haven wasborn.
Itisabig, oldtwo-story housewith
enough space for 25-30 people to
stay. Every weekend since Christ-
mas, we have had guests. Volun-
teers take reservations over the
phone. Other volunteers greet the
women when they arrive, show
them their room and accept their
$10-per-night payment. Still other
volunteersbringinameal Saturday
night and otherscometominister to
thewomen or just listen.

Like any house, there is aways
something that needs to be fixed,
repairedor replaced. That’ swhy we

money. It'sagood deal that every-
body onthe board hasatalent.

Someof usareplumbers, el ectri-
cians, painters and carpenters, and
some of us are good at promotions
and publicrelations. Canyou guess
whichcategory | fall into?Now that
you know, you won't be surprised
when| ask for your help sometime.

—o0b—

Jmistelling everyone he began
anew chapter in hislife thisweek.
Hefiled for Social Security. Thisis
whereyou’ resupposedtosay, “ Oh,
Jim. You couldn’t possibly be that
old.”

And that’ s where he says, “Oh,
yesl am.”

(From theBibI@
\_ _J

Help us, O God of our sal-
vation, for the glory of thy
name: and deliver us, and
purge away our sins, for thy
name’ ssake.

held a benefit concert; it all costs Psalm79:9
\
J
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Jobthrlllsboyfrlend sboss,too

Daddy! | got thejob!

He was on his cell phone on the
other sideof thecar, but | could hear
that shout like | had the ear bud in
instead of him.

Y oungest daughter was graduat-
ing from the University of South
Carolinawith amastersdegreeand
hoping to get ajob at the Medical
Collegeof Georgiain Augusta.

Augustawaswhereher boyfriend
lives, and although she had applied
at several other schools, her first
choice was the med school, where
she would teach budding doctors
how to usethelibrary and do data-
based research ontheInternet.

Shehad beenwith usinWashing-
tonwhen shehad had her phonein-
terview. FriendsfromNew Jersey to
Oregon knew about the interview
and wanted to know, so her father
sent out amasse-mail.

She was amazed to get e-mail
congratulations from peoplein
Texas and Colorado, whom she
hardly knew.

While she was excited, her boy-
friend’ sbosswasthrilled.

Her boyfriend, Brad, isanaccom-
plished Internet programmer with
Morris Digital Worksin Augusta,
and his boss wants to keep him. If

\C
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youngest daughter suddenly moved
to Missouri, he figured, he would
probably head for Missouri.

When the bossheard that young-
est daughter had gotten the job in
Augusta, he was ecstatic until the
staff pulled adirty trick onhim.

Her boyfriend told boss that al-
though youngest daughter had got-
tenthejobin Augusta, shewasstill
waiting to hear fromtheUniversity
of Missouri, her first choice, and
wouldn’ttakethe Georgiaoffer un-
til she had interviewed in Kansas
City.

They said the boss|ooked sort of
likeawhipped puppy. Hewasespe-
cialyworriedwhenoneof theother
employees asked the boyfriend if
youngest daughter’s parents were
excited that shewasmoving home.
(It’s interesting that most of the

country seemtothink thatif youlive
in Kansas, you live near Lawrence
and Kansas City. It'sin the same
state, after al.)

Her boyfriend finally confessed.

Hisbossdidn’t know whether tc
kick him or kiss him, so he settled
oncongratul ating younger daughter
and giving her boyfriend a day off
to help her movefrom South Caro-
linato Augusta.

The rest of the staff can expect
paybacksin the near future.

They getevenat Morris, andtheir
jokes can range from a pregnant
woman faking labor to a worker
finding her cubicle and everything
init completely wrappedinfoil.

| can’twait for thenext chapterin
this story, and since youngest
daughter will bein Augusta, she'll
beabletotell meall about it.

Drlvmgtough Inblinding ram

Weareinthe South. Itiswet. We
aredriving.

Or trying to.

We'renot used to having aninch
of water ontheroad. Neither, it ap-
pears, are the southerners. They're
al going 30 mphdownthefreeway.

Still, I think we' Il getto Savannah
by evening. It' s"only” athree-hour
drive.

Cynthiaisdriving; | amwriting.

OK, sheisdriving and cursing.

Cursing me. The highway. The
rain, which hastwo speeds, hardand
blinding. Thesoutherndrivers. And
me.

| think it’s rain anyway. We
haven’t seenanything quitelikethis
inyears.

Southernrainisdifferent.

We have scattered thunder-
storms, for instance. They'rein-
tense. Small in area. Separate.

Thesestormscover wholestates.
Thestrong cellsdump sheetsof rain.
Theweaker cloudsjustrain.

We are driving from one to the
other. Asfar as| could tell, there
wereno breaks, just heavy rain and
hardrain.

Finally, Cynthiapullsoff. Hail is
pounding our roof. She looks for
cover at agasstation. A guy witha
spotless, shining hot rod moves a

AIongtheSappa
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By SteveHaynes

littletolet herin.

Then the sky brightens and the
rain lets off. The last hailstone
bouncesaway.

She looks up, smiles at her bril-
liancefor pulling off and headsback
for thefreeway.

Things look good. It’s hardly
raining. Trafficismoving again.

“Uhoh,” shemutters. Ahead, the
gridlock we left behind has re-
formed.

“Why arethey slowing down?’

“Probably,” | say, “because the
strong cell yougot out of isahead of
usand we'recatchinguptoit.”

| can’t print thereply, but if you
want to know what it was, just call.

Thenwedrovebackintotherain,
30 mphright down1-26.

“1t’ sonly four milesuntil weturn
south,” | said. “Maybeit’ll get bet-
ter.”

Shepullsoff for gas.

“Canyoudrive?’

“Gottafinish thiscolumn. We'll
bein Savannah soon enough.”

| know inthecity | havetodrive.
I’ll need her towatchtrafficand save
mefromrear-ending someone. She
does.

Later, we go out to walk the
riverfrontwhilewewait for thekids
to drivedown from Augusta.

They leave late, as usual, some-
thing about dropping off thedogsat
thesitter.

Onthewaterfront, thehumidity is
oppressive, thenthe sun comesoui.
We duck into a hotel and walk &
block inair conditioning.

Just when we think we'll die,
breeze springs up. We're saved.
We' vewalked. We' reready for din-
ner in atown where the only prob-
lem is picking which good restau-
rantto goto.

But that’ sanother story.

Senator getsthanksfor bill support
L etter totheEditor

TotheEditor:

| want to recognize Sen. Ralph
Ostmeyer for demonstrating leader-
ship in support of abill that allows
full tuition ownership for the six
Regentsuniversities.

A similar measurewaspassed |l ast
year that created abl ock-grant fund-
ing model, but it did not permit full
ownership of tuition dollars. This
new structure will enable greater
flexibility for Fort Hays State Uni-
versity inmeeting Kansans' chang-
ing educational needs, asall tuition
money paid to a particular univer-
sitywill remainwiththat institution.

L eadership demandsactionsthat
makeadifference. Wetruly appre-
ciatetheeffortsandforesight of Sen.
Ostmeyer and other membersof the
Senate in taking action on this bill
that will have a positive impact on
Fort HaysStateand our statehigher
education system. Thechallengeof
adequatefundingfor educationatall
levelsremainsanissue, butitisap-
parent that Kansas legislators are

workinghardtofindviableoptions.
Fort Hays State will remain true
to the promise of “affordable suc-
cess’ by keeping tuition as low as
possible while providing students
with aquality educationin order to
reachtheir goals. Wearegrateful for
thesupport of our legislatorsinthis

endeavor.
Edward H. Hammond, president
Fort Hays State University

Subscriber enjoysstory onteacher

TotheEditor:

| just noti ced that my subscription
isrunning out, so here’s my check
for another year. | hopeit getstoyou
soon enough that | won't miss any
issues.

Although | find less and less
peopl€e’ s names that | remember,
occasionally wehit ajackpot, asin
the March 29 story about “ Oberlin
grad featured in teacher’ s maga-
zine”

KathrynWeyeneth, Virgil Dolph
and| werefirst cousinsof nearly the
same age. The Laidig clan was
closely knit, andwethreefirst cous-
ins saw alot of each other in our

young days. It was avery pleasant
surprisetometo findthearticle.

John Laidig

Holmdel, N.J.
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The Oberlin Herald encourages
L ettersto the Editor on any topic of
public interest. L etters should be

brief, clear and to the point. They
must besigned and carry theaddress
and phone number of the author.



