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Bigger school money plan
could break state sbank

It looksliketherewill bealot more money
for Kansas schools next year, though not as
much as some peopl e wanted.

Italsolookslikethestatewill bepretty much
broke by the time $466 million-a-year in-
crease phasesit three years from now — as-
sumingtheL egisaturekeepsitspromisesand
sticksto the schedule.

That’ s not something the Kansas Legisla-
ture isknown for in these things, sometimes
with good reason.

Noonehasacrystal ball good enoughtosee
what the state’sincome will be three years
from now. The country could bein the midst
of awild boom inspired by Bush tax cuts—
or another recession inspired by hiswild
spending — by that time.

It sreally anyone’ sguess.

What will be no surpriseisthat many state
programsshoved asideinthehysteriaover the
school finance “crisis’ will be starving for
cash. Thatincludeshighway, higher education
and general servicesof all kinds.

Inastatewherespendinginreal dollarshas
morethanquadrupledin40years, that may not
beall bad, but there should be some bal ance.

Maybe the constitutional processwill kick
back inandtheL egisaturewill havetodoits
job of allocating the resources asit believes
voterswant.

That has not happened the last couple of
years. Under the gun of a Supreme Court or-
der, thelegislators have been trying to hit an
artificial target for school spendingwhilerob-

bing every other fund.

If you do not believe this, send a child to
college or drive some of our increasingly
bumpy roads.

Thefactsarethese:

Schoolsinthisstatedoanadmirablejobwith
the money they have. Thereisno crisisin
school funding, except the one created by a
lawsuitfiled by certainschoolswhichfeltthey
lost out inthelegislative process.

Other programsareimportant to thepeople
of thisstate, especially roadsand universities.

The Legidlatureis supposed to decide how
muchwearetaxed and wherethemoney goes.
Thecourtsarenot.

Y et increasingly in the last decade, across
the country, aggrieved school districts have
turned to the courtsto get more money. And,
asinKansas, courtshavebeen only too happy
to seize power and move the money around.

Fifty yearsago, it wouldnot have happened.

L ack of backboneinour legidaturesmay be
onereason our taxesare so hightoday. It cer-
tainly isonereason tuitionisso high.

Noonewantsour schoolsto suffer, but they
arenot theonly state program.

I’ stimeto get back toreality. Sadly, that’s
not likely to happen.

Someschool districtswill beunhappy with
the results of this year’s battle, and guess
what?

They’ll sue.

—SeveHaynes

Mid July arrival will beaqgir|

Jennifer called with a definitive
answer. Thesonogramrevea editis
agirl and she is slated to arrive
sometimearound July 22.

Her namewill be Aniston, Annie
for short. Eleven-year-old Alexan-
driacame up with the name and af -
ter trying it out for awhile, every-
one seemed to like it. The middle
name may still beup for grabs. I'm
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not sure; how does Aniston Sue

sound?

| havecometo believethat every
set of expectant parentsshould have
toworkinanewspaper officebefore
being allowed to name their child.
Everyone (me included) wants a
unique name for their child. Then
they (the parents) get upset when
everyone misspells or mispro-
nouncesthekid’ sname.

When my oldest daughter was
born, her father came up with the
name Halley, pronounced “Hay-
lee.” Somethought it wasacombi-
nation of his grandmother Hazel’'s
nameand my maidenname, Kelley.
That wasalittletoo deep. And, no.
Hehad never heard of the child-ac-
tressHayley Mills. Hejust cameup
with it. And, she did look like a
“Halley” when shewasborn.

Thatwasalmost 39yearsagoand
the name wasunusual then. Now, |
know of Halee, Haleigh, Hayleeand
Halie.

What' sinaname?It’ syouriden-
tity. It swho you are. Some names
come and go like fads. Some are
timelesslike James, Mary and Wil-
liam.

| never cared much for my name
asalittlegirl. | was envious of the
kidswithanickname. Not muchyou
candowith” Carolyn.” So,whenmy

freshmanhistory teacher referredto
each student as Miss So-and-so or
Mr. Who' s-it, | thought it was cool
tobeMissKelley. And, really cool
when my classmatesjust shortened
itto Kelley. That’swhat | became,
Kelley—muchcoolerthanCarolyn.

Parents shouldn’t fret too much
about thenamethey choosefor their
child. By thetimelittle Johnny gets
toschool, hisplaymatesmight well
be calling him “Butch” or “Pinky”
anyway.

—ob—

I’ vebeenholding off buyingbaby
things because | wanted to be gen-
der-specific. | didn’t want to buy
yellow or green to go either way. |
neededtoknow if | should buy pink
or blue. Nowthatweknow it’ sagirl,

I might be dangerous. It’s been
seven years since there’' s been a
baby inthefamily and that’ salong
time between embroidered burp
clothsandlittlebunny baby booties.

(From theBibI@
\_ _J

Hear instruction, and be
wise, andrefuseit not. Blessed
is the man that heareth me,
watching daily at my gates,
waiting at the posts of my
doors. For whoso findeth me
findeth life, and shall obtain
favour of theLord.

Proverbs8: 33-35
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The Oberlin Herald encourages
L ettersto the Editor on any topic of
publicinterest.

Lettersshould bebrief, clear and
to the point. They must be signed
and carry the address and phone
number of the author.

Mail lettersto 170 S. Penn Ave,,
Oberlin, Kan., 67749, or by E-mail

to obherald@nwkansas.com.

We do not publish anonymous
|etters. We sign our opinions and
expect readersto dolikewise.

Wedo not publishform ettersor
letters about topics which do not
pertainto our area.

Thank-yousfromthisareashould
be submitted to the Want Ad desk.
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Savannahd shovvsoﬁ real beauty

“Citiesarelikepeople. Someare
brashyoungfellows, lusty andloud,
with rawbones jutting and sleeves
too short.

Somearecallow, shallow hussies,
al gigglesandflirtsand furbelows.

Savannahisal ady.”

Introductory sentences
to Sojournin Savannah
by AnitaRaskin

Wefound these wordsto betrue
last week aswe enjoyed this jewel
of southern hospitality.

Savannahisgraciousand beauti-
ful without being snooty. She'sa
lovely lady who has endured and
flourished through good times and
bad.

In 1733, James Oglethorpe and
114 colonists sailed up the Savan-
nah River and settled on some
bluffs. TheEnglishsettlersweremet
by friendly Y amacraw Indians, led
by Chief Tomochichi.

Oglethorpe had a plan for acity
that would be built around squares
of public land. Each square would
be surrounded on two sides (north
and south) by privatedwellingsand
ontwo sides(east andwest) by pub-
lic buildingsand churches.

This made Savannah one of the
first planned citiesinthe U.S.

Today, there are 24 squaresin a
gridstretchingfromtheriver upthe
gentle Georgia bluffs to Forsyth
Park, about 1 1/2totwo milessouth.
Today, the squares are shaded by
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ancient live oaks that spread their
branches over the park and streets,
flowers, grassand benches.

Many al so contain statues or me-
morials to such notables as John
Wesley, founder of Methodism,
whose teachings grew in Georgia,
butwholeftfor Englandafter clash-
ingwithofficias; railroad magnate
William Washington Gordon, the
father of JulietteGordon L owe, who
started the Girl Scoutsin America;
and, of course, Oglethorpehimself.

The squares are still bounded by
churches and public buildings on
two sidesand homes— both fancy
and simple — in various states of
restoration, on the other two.

While Savannah suffered from
devastating firesin 1796 and 1820,
yellow fever epidemicsand numer-
oushurricanes, it escaped thefateof
Atlantaand many other citiesinthe
path of Gen. William Tecumsah
Sherman and the Union Army.

Shermanwassaidto havebeenso
takenby thebeauty of Savannahthat
he spared thecity and sent thistele-

gram:
Savannah, Ga. Dec. 22, 1864
ToHisExcellency, PresidentLin-
coln:
Dear Sir:
| begtopresent youasaChristmas
Gift, thecity of Savannah with 15C
heavy gunsand plenty of ammuni-
tion and al so about 25,000 bal es of
cotton.
W.T. Shermar
Maj. Genl.

While cotton and slaves made
SavannahrichbeforetheCivil War,
thecity wasfounded ontheprecepts
of freedom. While Jews were wel-
come in those early years, severa
types of undesirables were not —
slaves (until 1750), rum (until
1742), lawyers(until 1755) and Pa-
pists.

My guidebook didn’t say when
they let theCatholicsin, but the Ca-
thedral of St. JohntheBaptist, orga-
nized in 1799, was one of the few
historic churches open for tourists
andvisitorswhilewewerethere.

4a.m. blast setshusbhand off

It all beganinnocently enough.

We had just settled into a new
hotel room. Weneededtoget upin
the morning — arare thing on va-
cation — because it was Felicia's
birthday and we' d promised to buy
her breakfast.

| wasintheliving room.

“Honey,” came the call. “Have
you seen the instructions for this
alarmclock?’

“No,” | said. “Can’t say that |
have.”

“Well, | can'tfigureout howtoset
it.”

“Oh,” | advised, and wisely, |
thought, “why don’t you just leave
acall atthedesk. That’dbeeasier.”

“Sure,” shereplied.

| thought she’ dgiveninalittletoo
easily, though.

“Hey, the phonein the bedroom
doesn’t work. Someone cut the
line.”

That conjured up visions of all
those old movies where the mur-
derer cutsthephonelinesbeforeter-
rorizingthevictiminadark, creepy
house— or hotel room.

| wasabout toget ready for heroic
action, but the phone in the living
roomworkedjustfine. Andbesides,
statistically, you are much more
likely to be murdered by your
spousethanastranger. | know | am.

Andjustthen, sheappearedat the
doorway, holding abundle of bare
wiresat theend of aphonecable.

Sow Postal

TotheEditor:

Thank youforyour letter explain-
ing therouting of The Oberlin Her-
ald. The day after | received your
letter, | receivedissuesof TheHer-
aldfor April 19 and 26 together.

Y esterday, | received TheHerald
of April 12. Above the printed ad-
dresslabel wasahand-written note
that said the following: “ Jack, | re-
ceived your copy in addition to
mine. We live in Glendora. Dick
Barrett.”

My copy must have been neatly
folded inside his copy in the same
manner that | recently received the
copy addressed to Katherian Fiala.

Obviously | don’t expect The
Heraldtoarrivethesameweekiitis
printed. Arriving within 10 daysor
two weeksof publicationisaccept-
ablefor newspapers. Under normal

AIongtheSappa
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By SteveHaynes

“Call fromthelivingroom,” | ad-
vised. “Tell themtoletitring.”

Withthat | went back towatching
container shipsandtankersglideup
and down the Savannah River. We
went to dinner. Thealarm wasfor-
gotten.

Until about 4 am., when some-
thing started buzzing softly in my
ear.

Cynthiastruggled to get up. She
respondsslowly at 4 am., but alot
faster than | do. She did something
tothealarmandit went quiet.

| glared at her, best | couldinthe
dark.

“Thisisyour fault,” | said.

“No, it spartly you' refault, too.
| asked for help.”

“No, you did not. Y ou asked for
theinstructions. Youdidn't tell me
you'd pushed all the buttons.”

Any manknowsyoudon’tlook at
theinstructionsif youwanttosetan
electronic device. You either push
somebuttonsand setit, or call a12-
year-old.

“It’ sagood thing we don’t keep

nuclear weapons around. | can just
seeit now:

“Honey, have you seen the book
for the nuclear weapon?’

“No. Why?’

“WEell, | pushed somebuttonsand
it'sticking.”

“That’ snice, dear. Whatever.”

| pulledapillow over my head anc
tried to get back to sleep.

The nuclear weapon went of f
againat 6. whappedit, but | think |
only got thesnoozebutton, because
it went off again at 6:10.

| was beginning to understanc
why someonehad ripped thephone
cord out of thewall. | wasready tc
look for thepower cordfor theclock.

Wemadeit to breakfast, though.
Later, | went back to disable the
alarm. Itwasoneof thosenew multi-
timemodels. Y oucansetittogo off
up tothreetimesin oneday.

“Thesebabiesaretricky,” | mut-
tered, holdingituptothelight.“The
wires seem simple enough, but if
you cut thegreen onefirst....”

ServiceddaysHerald

L etter totheEditor

conditionsthey should arrive more
or lessaweek apart. For most of the
years that | have subscribed, they
have arrived about the same day
every week. During the last three
monthsarrival hasbeenvery erratic.
| appreciateyour reply and | ook
forward to receiving my paper. |
enjoy reading TheHerald and truly
missitwhenitdoesn’tarrive. (I call
Duane Witt to make sure | haveall
therecent newswhenthat happens.)
Jack Love

LaVerne, Cdlif.

Editor’s Note: We find postal
serviceclosetohometobereliable,

nearly perfect. Papers going
througha city post office, however,
will bedelayed and delivery may be
erratic. This seems to be getting
worserather than better.

Readers can and should report
poor or erratic servicetotheir local
postmaster. We assure you mail
leavesour plant bagged correctly.

Readersal soshouldknow that the
Postal Service has moved to con-
solidate sorting of papers at fewer,
larger offices. And they have filed
fora25percentrateincreasefor next
year, so expect subscription prices
togo up for slower service. Gofig-
ure.—Seve Haynes



