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Jamie Soderlund read to Bree Chamberson thelawn north  throughout the year asreading partners.
— Herald staff photo by Kimberly Davis

Neghbor slear n about treatment house

By KIMBERLY DAVIS

Neighborstalkedwiththeowners
andprogramdirector of an* interde-
pendent” home for boyswith al co-
hol and drug addi ction problemson
Elk Avenueinaninformal meeting
last Monday.

Seven people showed up for the
session with Heath Bechler, presi-
dent and chief operating officer for
theKing' sAlcohol/Drug Treatment
Center, and Cathy Rieken, assi stant
director of treatment servicesfor the
firm.

All but oneof theneighborsat the
meeting seemed supportive of the
home, but wantedto get moreinfor-
mation about the project.

Mr.Bechler saidMs. Riekenwill
be the program director for the
house. Sheand her daughter will be
movingtoOberlin. They will alsobe
advertising for ninejobs, including
six house parents.

A houseparent, said Ms. Rieken,
isnot ababysitter. Thepersonhasto
work withtheboys. They will show
them how to clean, dolaundry, cook
and other skills. Many of the teens
don’t know how to do thesethings.

The house parentswill help plan
weekly menus and with grocery
shopping.

Some of the boys will have to
learn hygiene, she said. Thelonger
they are in the house, she said, the
morethey will know. After awhile,
thekidswill start making decisions
inthe house.

Ms. Rieken said beinginthepro-
gram is achance for boysto strive

for their future. A lot of them have
fallen back in their education, she
said. Throughtheprogram, they will
either go to high school and gradu-
ate or get a General Equivalency
Degree.

Thehomewill get boysafter they
havebeenthroughdrug andal cohol
treatment, shesaid, sothey haveal-
ready beenthroughtheintensepart.
They will havetogothroughastrin-
gentinterview process.

She said they don’t get any boys
who havecommitted crimesagainst
a person or any physical kind of
crimes. Most of the boys have had
chargeslike minor in consumption
or shoplifting.

Anyone with aviolent history,
even if they haven't had charges
because of violence, will be re-
jected.

If the boys damage the house, or
threaten a staff person, said Ms.
Rieken, then they don’t get to stay.
Theboyswon'tdrivetheirowncars
or the staff cars.

How many teenandal cohol users
arethereinKansas?asked Dr. Eliza-
beth Sliter, who lives nearby.. Mr.
Bechler said arecent study showed
thereare21,000kidsinthestatewho
need help.

Withthisprogram, sheadded, the
hopeisto break the cycle in these
teenagers' lives. A lot of their par-
ents use alcohol or drugs aso, she
said.

Part of the program, said Mr.
Bechler,ishelpingthekidsgetavi-
sion for their future. They should

takeprideintheir homeandinwhat
they can dowiththeir lives.

How does it work with other
homes in other towns, asked Dr.
Sliter, since you didn’t have your
ducksin arow when the company
bought the Shelton house?TheMin-
isterial Associationheredidn’teven
know about the program coming,
shesaid.

Dick Kelsey, co-ownerof King's
Alcohol/Drug and Treatment Cen-
ter and the new operator of the
SappaValley Y outhRanch, saidhe
hadtoldtheministersthat if hetook
over theranch, that there would be
a second house, an interdependent
living homeintown.

“That is not true,” said Butch
Rittman, another neighbor, “be-
cause | found out about it when the
sold sign went up onthe house.”

Mr. K elsey said againthat hetold
theMinisterial Alliancemembersat
a breakfast he attended at The
LandMark Innwhenhewaslooking
into taking over theranch.

Mr. Bechler said they talked a
while ago about the fact that there
isn’t anything like this house in
northwest Kansas.

Sinceonemorehomeisn’t going
toaddresstheneedsof 21,000kids,
saidDr. Sliter, isthecompany work-
ingonhomesinother communities?
Yes, said Mr. Bechler.

Theboyswhogetintoahomelike
this, said Ms. Rieken, arenormally
on their last step before they go
home. She said the program also
dealswiththeparentsthrough coun-

Summerfest car show settogo

The Decatur County Museum is
getting ready for the Summerfest
Car Show thefirstweekendinJune.

Thiswill bethefifth year for the
car showthatisheldonMain Street.
Things start at 7 p.m. Friday, June
2, at the Museum office with the
Cruise-In. The staff will serve hot
dogsand sodawhilethey check cars
infor the show.

Activitieskick off at 7 am. Sat-
urday, June 3, with a pancake feed
at the Old Bohemian Hall. An hour
later, registration begins. The mu-
seum has 30 carsregistered so far,
said Dana Marintzer, and expects
more. Last year, the show drew
around 80. She said a lot of the
peopleregister the day of the show
or duringthecruise-in.

During the day, vehicleswill be
parkedonMain Street for the Show
and Shine,” prizejudging, vendors
andaraffle. Viewingthecarsisfree.

Atthemuseum, activitiesinclude
theNeedleand PinsQuilt Show and
crafters. Themuseumwill be open,
alongwiththegift shop. Ticketsare
$3for adultsand $1.50 for kids.

Thecar show will offer many new
activities, including racing for all
ages. KemBryan, withtheOberlin-
Decatur County Area Chamber of
Commerce, said they will sponsor
remote-control vehicle races start-
ingat 10:30a.m.just south of Farm-
ers Bank and Trust on Main. The
remote-control vehicleswill havea
course to maneuver through in a
race.

Agerangesincludekindergarten
tothird grade, fourth through sixth
gradesand seventh gradeto adults.

Mrs. Bryan said the Chamber
board thought it would befunand a
way for everyoneto get involved.

Lunch will be served in front of
Farmers Bank and Trust from 11
am.tolp.m.

Other activitiesinclude:

* A poker runat 1 p.m.

* A starter throw at 2 p.m. spon-
sored by Oberlin Automotive.

* A tirerelay at 2:30 p.m. spon-
sored by Terrace GardensRYV Park.

* A burn out a 3 p.m. sponsored
by Fidele Electric, Woodcrafting
and Building Supply.

A barbecued beef supper will be
heldat 7 p.m.intheBohemianHall.

Summer reading, math offered

Summer isjust aroundthecorner,
which could meanlong, hot daysat
the pool or ajob for most kidsin
Decatur County, but for some it
might mean summer school.

The Oberlin School District will
beoffering reading and mathfor all
level sthissummer, thefirsttimethe
Oberlin schools have offered sum-
mer school.

The idea of summer school isto
giveadditional helptostudentswho
need it, said Superintendent Kelly
Glodt. Thisisan extended learning

opportunity for kidswho need some
extrahelp.

Mr. Glodt said | etters have been
sent hometothe parentsof students
whoteachershavesel ectedfor sum-
mer school for whatever reason, but
theremay still be someopen dots.

If aparent didn’t receive aletter
andwantstheir childto attend sum-
mer school for some extrahelp, he
said, they should call the school of -
ficeto seeif thereisroom.

At the high school, summer
school will beMonday through Fri-

day fromMonday, June5, toFriday,
June 30.

At the grade school, it will run
Monday through Thursday from
Monday, June 19, through Thurs-
day, June 29, and again from Mon-
day, July 10, to Thursday, July 27 .

Mr. Glodt said heisn’t surewhich
teachers will be assigned for sum-
mer school, buttheboardwill getthe
assignments. Those students who
are in sixth grade now, said Mr.
Glodt, will attend summer classesat
the high schoal.

seling.

Mr. Rittmanhasn’t been support-
ive of the home, which isin his
neighborhood. Hesaid although he
can appreciate what they aretrying
todohedoesn’ tthink thisistheright
environment for it. Nomatter what,
said Mr. Rittman, he wants to be
invovled. If thereisaproblem, itwill
beacommunity problem, notjust a
neighborhood one.

“1 want to be part of the process
either way,” said Mr. Rittman,
“whether it is successful for you or
forme.”

He apologized for the fact that
none of the city leaderswerethere,
saying that he had invited them.
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* Water restrictions
approved by city
sartinglast week

(Continued from Page 1A)
am. It used to go until 10 a.m., but
the council agreed to stop morning
watering at 9a.m.

Councilman Ray Ward said he
wouldliketo cut off thewater dock
north of the city shop whenthecity
isinawater warning.

People can buy water starting at
200gallonsandup, andthecity crew
usesthedock.

Several peoplefrom out of town
bringintanksandfill at thedock, he

said, andtakethewater out for cattle.

Duringawater warning, said Mr.
Ward, it should beclosed. How can
thecouncil tell peopleon city water
that they canonly usewater outside
every other day, but et peoplefrom
thecounty comeinandfill upatank

The council agreed to the new
watering times, special watering
permitsfor thosestarting new lawns
or spraying down houses to paint
and closing the water dock to pub-
licuse.

Busnessestoclose
for Memorial Day

Most Oberlin businesses will be
closed Monday for Memoria Day,
including federal, state, county and
city officesand all banksand finan-
cial institutions.

The Oberlin Herald will be
closed. The paper will print aday
late next week, so copies may be
picked up onWednesday afternoon,
withmail delivery mostly on Thurs-
day.
Deadline for the Country Advo-

catewill benoonon Friday asusual.

Raye' sGrocery will beopenfrom
9a.m.to6p.m.onSunday andMon-
day. The Frontier Restaurant,
Crossroads Express, D & M Ser-
vice, Keeno’'s Road House,
Ampride, PizzaHutand A& W Res-
taurant will be open on Memorial
Day. The LandMark Inn will have
abreakfast buffet from8to11am.
on Monday.

Auto Repair, Small Engine Repair, Trailer Repair
Everyday oil service, lube etc.,

$25.50 up to 5 quarts
ESKEW ENGINES

406 S. BUFFALO — OBERLIN, KANSAS
(785) 475-2140

and even death.
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Mot . ubing

Offices in Phoenix
and Tucson

Urgent news for people who took

SEROQUEL

Seroquels, an antipsychotic drug also known as Quetiapine, has
been linked to diabetes, pancreatitis, diabetic ketoacidosis (DKA)
If you or a loved one have experienced any of
these health problems, call us now toll free at 1-800-THE-EAGLE
for a free consultation. We practice law only in Arizona, but
associate with lawyers throughout the U.S.

GOLDBERG & OSBORNE
1-800-THE-EAGLE
(1-800-843-3245)
www.lsootheeagle.com
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