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Sharpincreasein postage
could degpen postal woes

If you're still upset because the price of a
stamp jumped from 37 to 39 cents this year,
hold on to — OK, men don’t wear hats any-

more— just hang on.

Thingsare about to get awholelot worse.

TheU.S. Postal Servicehasfiledfor another
increase, one which will drive the price of
mailing aletter to 42 centsby next year.

And the service says to expect increases

every year for awhile.

ThePostal Service, whichhadbeenrunning
abillion-dollar profit just a couple of years
ago, now seesitself awashinaseaof redink.
Theserviceseessharpincreasesinpostageas
its salvation, but the truth is, they may only
succeed in driving more businessaway .

E-mail and other electronic delivery have
taken much of the service’s once-lucrative
first-class volume. Mailers faced with a 7.6
percent increasein costsontop of thisyear’s
2-cent hike might start to bail out.

Utilities already offer bills by e-mail or a
web site. Other firmswill joinin. Many offer
el ectronic payment options, and the list will

grow.

Most people don’t bother to write friends
anymore. They go the computer and send an
el ectronicmessage, e-chat or evenan e-greet-

ing card.

As mailers jump ship, increasingly the
postal systemwill beleft only with advertis-
ing mail —what most of usrefer toeuphemis-

tically as“junk mail.”

And the Postal Serviceisgetting ready for
that future. It plans to consolidate mail sort-
ing at afew large centers around the country
that will be highly automated.

Postal carriers, who now spend part of their
timesortingandorganizingtheirmail, will just
deliver packagesto each home. Even aletter
toyour neighbor may travel hundredsof miles

to be sorted by machine.
Of course, theservicesaysitsdelivery stan-
dardswon'’t suffer. They’ ve been saying that

ever since they took the mail off trains and

started to fly most of it.

“Improved” servicewill resultinevenless
mail, and the death spiral will accelerate.
Many mailersfear the Postal Serviceisady-
ing dinosaur, andyoudon’ t want to bearound

when acritter that big isthrashing about.

Newspapersareleft witharea problem, and
so areour readers.

Servicehasgotten so bad for cross-country
delivery that many of readers have given up.
Othersareperpetually disgusted. Theshiftto
central sorting couldruintheexcellent service
weget atlocal andregional officesinour area.

On top of that, the Postal Service wants a
24.2 percent increasein ratesfor newspapers
deliveredinthecounty wherethey aremailed.
Never mind that publishers sort thismail in
delivery order and takeit right to the post of -
fice in most cases. The “economic model”
saysit’scostly todelivery.

Out-of-county mail will see similar hikes,

with already-poor service likely to suffer as
sorting is centralized. Readers, we fear, will
turntoInternet editionsand publisherswill be

forcedto hirecarriersfor in-town delivery.

It’ sascary thought, but thiscould betheend
of our two-century era of universal mail de-
livery, the end of getting your newspaper in

themail, theend for an American tradition.

As publishers, we hope not. Our national
groups plan to put up afight. We hope the
Postal Servicewill cometoitssensesandtry

to keep newspapersinthemail.

But don’'t bet onit.

Y oucan, sadly, bet onslower service, higher
subscription prices and more expensive
stamps. —Steve Haynes

Government ‘inaction’ dow

Memorial Day always fills me
with asense of pride.

When | hear “Taps,” | have to
swallow hard to hold back tears.
When| seeformer military menstill
abletowear their uniforms, | seethe
handsome young men they were.
And, when| seean Avenueof Flags,
| remember that each onerepresents
afallensoldier. Perhapsthey did not
diein battle, but they served their
country.

A news story this weekend re-
ported thefact that the Tomb of the
Unknownshasdevelopedacrack. A
businessman from Colorado has
volunteered to replace the entire
crypt, at a personal cost of almost
$60,000. Y et, thedecisiontoaccept
his offer remains “in committee.”
And has been for almost six years.
It shouldn't be that hard to donate
something to thiscountry.

Thereporter pointed out how im-
portant the preservation of this na-
tional monumentis. Hesaldbecause
of DNA testing, there will never
again be an unknown soldier.
Amazing, isn'tit?

—ob—

This weekend was Jim’s 45th
high school class reunion. By all
appearances, heand hisclassmates
had agreat time. | know | hadagood
timewatching them.

Everyonelamentsthedisinterest

Out Back

By Carolyn SueKelley-Plotts
cplotts@nwkansas.com

J

of the younger classes. Perhaps
when they have been out of school
for 30 years, it will start to become
important.

After the reunion and the class
membershad|efttoget ready forthe
evening banquet, | was helping
clean up the kitchen and refresh-
ment table. There was one lone
piece of a huge sub sandwich left
and | accepted the offer to take it
home. | wrapped it up in thefoil it
came in and tucked it into a carry-
homebag.

The next day, Jim was scaveng-
ing for something to eat and found
the sandwich. As he unwrapped it,
hesaid,“Inmemory of your mother,
| am going to savethisfoil.” There
must havebeenayard of tinfoil cov-
ering that little sandwich.

Anyone who knew my Mom
knows shewould have been proud.
A piece of foil was never thrown
away with only one use. It had to

bake apotato (maybetwo), cover a
cup of milk or wrap a piece of
cheese. By the time Mom threw
away tin foil, it was wrinkled,
cracked and brittle.

—o0b—

Onemoreof our children hasre-
located herself to Texas. Oldest
daughter Halley left theWashington
areaand moved to Dallas. Shesaid
she began to realize how much
money shewasspendingtovisit her
Texasfriends, sofigured shemight
aswell just movethere.

Her resumé looks pretty good.
Several years on the White House
staff, adegree, experienceasacon-
sultant andtheability totell areally
funny story. Halley is the funniest
person | know.

Shecantakethesimplestsituation
and put such a spin on it that you
wouldn’trecognizeit. That’ swhy |
wascertain shehad afuturein poli-
tics.
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FOR THE FIRST TiMe,
KANSAS WILL HAVE
A MINIMOM
MARRIAGE AGE LAW
ON THE BOOKS...

1T TAKES EFFecCT

QUITE A
COINCIDENCE

ON OUR
ANNIVERSARY,

Remember Sept. 11 attack

and support our troops

Editor’s Note: The following
essay was written by Jordan Mc-
Hugh for her speech class
at Decatur Community
High School, taught by
LeighDavis. Shereadit at
theOberlinMemorial Day
serviceon Monday.

“We're at war. Every-
body who wears the uni-
form,getready....Barbar-
ians have declared war on
theAmericanpeople. | will
not settle for atoken act. Our re-
sponsewill besweeping, sustaining
and effective.

“We have much to do and much
toask of the American people. Y ou
will be asked for your patience, for
the conflict will not be short. You
will be asked for your resolve, for
this conflict will not be easy. Y ou
will be asked for your strength be-
cause the courseto victory may be
long.... Victory against terrorism
will not takeplaceinasinglebattle,
but in a series of decisive actions
against terrorist organizations and
thosewho harbor and support them.

“Weareplanningabroadand sus-
tained campai gnto secureour coun-
try and eradicate the evil of terror-
ism.”

To me, that said by President
George W. Bush shortly after 9/11
was a fair warning for what lay
ahead. In my belief, he has stuck to
hisword. Y ou see, | don’t know if
you remember what happened on
themorning of Sept. 11, 2001, but |
know | do.

Onthemorningof Sept. 11, 2001,
at 8:48 a.m. American Airlines
flight 11 was hijacked and flown
into the north tower of the World
TradeCenter. Therewere92 people
onthat plane, al killed, all of them
murdered. Less than 15 minutes
later, United Airlines flight 175
crashedintothesouthtower at 9:03
a.m. There were 65 people on that
plane, al killed, all of them mur-
dered.

At9:37a.m.thesamemorningon
another plane, American Airlines
flight 77,64 peoplewerekilled. This
planeflewintothePentagon, killing
125 people inside. All of those
peoplewere murdered.

The last plane was headed for
Washington, but thepassengersde-
cided to fight back. The plane,
United Airlines flight 93, crashed
intoafieldinrural Somerset Coun-
ty, Pa. Ontheplane, at least 10 pas-
sengers and two crew members
made phone calls. According to
BBC News, the passengers said
therewerefour menwhothreatened
tohaveabombandwerearmedwith
box cuttersandknives. Two passen-
gers, according to the men’ swives
whomthey called, said that thepas-
sengers took a secret vote and de-
cided to tackle the terrorists. It is
believed that the plane crashed
when the passengers overtook the
terroristswhowereflyingtheplane.

J. MICH ugh

The men and women on those

planes were innocent civilians.

They were murdered by
terrorists. Terrorism is
what we are fighting
against, and freedom is
what we are fighting for.
We need to support the
troops who are fighting
forourrightslikefreedom
of speech and just plain
freedom. We have used
freedom of speechagainst
our men and women who
arefighting for usto haveit.

An example of thisis when my
dad wasfirst activated. Heisinthe
Army National Guard, andwewere
drivingthroughacity and saw aman
holding asignthat said thewar was
wrong. My dad hung his head and
said,“ Thatiswhat | amfightingfor,
so people can say thingslikethat.”

When you think about it, do you
want the peoplewho are protecting
you to think you don’t appreciate
them?

Y ou might think that we arekill-
ing too many innocent people, but
you are wrong. Our troops aren’t
going over there and killing inno-
cent Iraqgis. In the time Saddam
Husseinwasinpower, hekilledover
300,000 of hisown people, most of
thetimefor no good reason. Those
people were shot and killed or tor-
tured to death.

Saddam didn’t only kill his own
people; hehasattacked us, killed our
people, andthreatened our freedom.
On 9/11 2,752 American people
weremurdered. Their liveswerecut
short, and our lives were changed.
The terrorist attacks themselves
wereset upby OsamabinLaden, but
when Saddam was told about the
attacks, heraised hishandsand said
“Praise Allah!”, and clapped his
handswith joy.

For those of you who doubt this
war, | have something for you to
think about. My father hasn’t been
homeon my birthday for about five
years. My dad was activated to air-
port duty Oct. 2001 through March
2002; Fort Riley as an instructor,
Oct. 2002 through Dec. 2002; in
Germany as a transport director,
Jan. 2003 through April 2003; in
Kuwait, Jan. 12, 2004, through
March 27, 2005; and New Orleans,
Sept. 24, 2005 through Oct. 20,
2005. He is now getting ready to
head to Iraq to serve usfor another
year.

| seeit thisway. What insight do
you haveonthiswar?What reasons
do you have to hate it and not sup-
port it? | have plenty of reasonsto
hatethiswar, but | don’t and never
have; | believewithall my heartthis
isright. | have never doubted the
reasons of this war because it has
always been obvious. Do you not
have the images of 9/11 burnt into
your memory?Doyounot haveany
feelingsfor thepeoplewholosttheir
lives?For thesoldierswhoarerisk-
ing their lives so yours can be bet-

ter? Think of the reasons you have
to not support the war and think of
thereasonsyou haveto support the
war.

Think thisway: What would you
doif you lost someone dear to you
on Sept. 11, 2001?Wouldyou have
any doubt that this war is right~
Thosepeopl € sdeathshavenot been
invain. Thesoldierswhohavedied,
they died for your freedom ... for
you. Sowhenyou say youdon't sup-
port the war, you might aswell say
you don’t support your freedom,
and you don'’ t support people risk-
ingtheir livesfor you.

Hereissomethingmorefor youtc
think about: it’'s easiest not to get
involved in atough situation. It
wouldhavebeeneas er for theemer-
gency crewsto watch thetwin tow-
ersburnandtolet the peopledie. It
would have been easier for Presi-
dent Bush to have ignored the
threatsthantodefend our rightsanc
our freedom. Itwouldbeeasier tosit
back andignorethefact that Saddam
Hussein was murdering innocent
people. I think it’ sobviousthat it’s
easier to just ignore your problems
and not do what you know isright.

Freedom hasnever comeeasy anc
probably never will. We should be
thankful that we have peopleinthe
past and present who will lay their
lives on the line for people they
don’tknow and at timespeoplewhc
don’t support what they are doing,
evenif they arefighting for them.

Thepeoplewhoarewillingtopay
the price for OUR freedom are
people we need to thank and sup-
port, not criticizeand shun. Do you
think itwould beeasier for President
Bush to just have said, “1 am done
withthis” at thelast electionthanto
fight for hispresidency so hecoulo
keep supporting hispeople?Doyou
think it is easy for the soldiers tc
leavetheir familiesto support US?

Now think about this: Isit easier
for youtojust say “I don't believe
inthiswar?’ or say “| support our
troops’ andfight for them likethey
fight for us?

Jordan McHugh, thedaughter of
Randy and Kristin McHugh of
Oberlin, wasa freshman thisyear
at Decatur Community High. Her
father is Decatur County under sh-
eriffandasergeantfirst classinthe
Nebraska National Guard. He
leavesthisweek for hissecond tour
intheMiddle East.

(From theBibI@
\_ J

Behold, | shew you amys-
tery; Weshall not all leep, but
we shall al be changed, Ina
moment, inthetwinklingof an
eye, at the last trump: for the
trumpet shall sound, and the
dead shall beraisedincorrupt-
ible, and weshall bechanged.

| Corinthians15: 51, 52

Community Walk thankshikers
( L etter stotheEditor

TotheEditor:

| wanted to take this opportunity
tothank all who participated in the
Community Walk sponsored by
Decatur Health Systems.

The SappaPark trailsprovided a
nice change for the walk thisyear.
Hats off to those who are working
hard in order to restore the park.

Decatur Health Systemsprovided

hot dogs, water and totebagsfor the
118 walkers. Special thanks go to
theemergency medical technicians
for cooking the hot dogs.

If you didn’t make it out to the

park, findthetimeand seefirsthand

the wonderful job being done
through volunteerism.

DebKlime

Oberlin

Turnout ‘excdlent’ for walk in park

TotheEditor:

Thank youforthephotocoverage
of the Community WalkintheMay
24 Oberlin Herald. There was an
excellent turnout of Oberlin com-
munity memberswho took part.

However, onevery important fact

was omitted: The walk was orga-
nized and sponsored by Decatur
Health Systems.

I’msureif your newspaper spon-
sored a community event, you
would want your name and organi-
zationrecognized.

OtheliaVacure

Public Relations
Decatur Health Systems
Oberlin



