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City agreestolook for runway grant

By KIMBERLY DAVIS

Inaspecia meetinglast Wednesday, the
Oberlin City Council saidyestoattemptsto
get agrant for alonger, wider runway at the
Oberlin Airport to serve afirm that wants
to buy the Jennings School.

City Administrator Gary Shike said he
had met last Tuesday with Decatur County
commissioners and members of the
Oberlin-Decatur County Area Economic
Development Corp. board, alongwithrep-
resentatives of BCI, abus company out of
Californiawhich plansto buy the school.

The California firm hopes to create 20
jobsto start and then grow from there at a
busrefurbishing plant at theold school. An
upholstery firm might move in as well,
bringingmorejobs, but thefirmswant easy
access for corporate jets. To improve the
Oberlin airport, the city would have to get
grantsfromthestateor theFederal Aviation
Administration, officialssaid.

The original ideawasto build a 5,000-
foot runway near Jennings so the company
can fly large planesinto the new location.
Complicationswiththeair strip stoppedthat

plan. Official sfound out, for onething, that
itwouldbeillegal tousecounty road equip-
ment to grade aprivate runway.

Officials suggested improving the
Oberlin Airport to provide alonger and
wider landing strip for business jets. The
plan showsarunway 75feetwideand 4,800
feet long running northwest from the air-
port.

The council held the special meeting to
discuss the plan with airport board mem-
bers, acounty commissioner and members
of the economic devel opment board.

Councilman Joe Stanley asked if theair-
port would have to be manned 24 hours a
day. BobFraker, airport manager andfixed-
baseoperator, saidhedidn’tthink so. Atthe
McCook Airport, he said, they have some-
oneoncall.

In the past, said Mr. Shike, the Federal
Aviation Administration hasobjectedtothe
light polesin the parking lot of the fair-
ground, sayingthat planestrying totakeoff
and land haveto go through that airspace.

| sanautomated weather observationsys-
tem still intheworksfor theairport? Gene

Gallentine, anairport board member, asked.
Itis, said Mr. Shike, but hewould probably
try to stall it if they go forward with anew
runway sotheequipmentwill beintheright
spot.

There are anumber of thingsthat would
be nice about having alonger runway, said
Mr. Shike. It could hel p get thegovernment
to pay for runway lighting and could be
benefit for other businesses.

“1 think we haveto try this,” hesaid.

How much manpower isit going to take

(SeeCITY onPage8A)

Planraises
statepayments
by $59per child

By KIMBERLY DAVIS

Kansasschool districtswill getan
extra$59 per pupil based onaplan
passed by the Legislature this
month, but Oberlin school officials
say they really don’t know how
much more money — if any[l—
they’ll havethisfall.

Published reports show that the
Oberlin School District will get
$119,412 more next year, said Su-
perintendent Kelly Glodt, butthat’s
based on thisyear’ senrolIment.

Just with the difference between
thekindergartenandthesenior class
— 42 students graduating and 20
littleonesexpectedthisfall —there
isalossof 22 kids, hesaid.

Sincethe SupremeCourt still has
toruleonthebill, headded, there's
noway totell what will happen, and
that leaves alot of thingsup in the
ar.

Last year, districts received
$4,257 per student asthe state base
payment, the starting point for all
budget calculations. With the in-
crease, saidMr. Glodt, districtswill
get $4,316 per pupil, but the new
money ismarked mostly for special
programs. Inthe 2003-2004 school
year thedistrict received $3,070,699
in the general fund and this last
school year the district got
$3,222,549. That isa$151,850 in-
crease.

Lastyear’ sgenera budgetishard
to compare because of the changed
low enrollment and correlation
weightings, saidMr. Glodt, soeven

though therewasanincreasein the
base per pupil aid, the district got
less full time equivalency weight-
ing. The district did get more
money.

Althoughtheincreaseisinthehbill
passed by the L egislature, the Kan-
sas Supreme Court still has to ap-
prove the plan, he said. Oral argu-
ments will be before the court on
Thursday, June 22.

That |eaves schoolswith aprob-
lem: Sincethe court hasn’t said the
planisOK, Mr. Glodt said, districts
can’tdotheir budgetsfor nextyear.

Inthelast few years, he said, the
budget processhasbeenfrustrating
asschool officialswait for theLeg-
islature and the courts to act. Nor-
mally, hesaid, theschool boardtried
to hold the budget workshopsin
early June, since the budget has to
bedonearound Aug. 25. Normally,
the Legislature is through with its
work by April or May.

Sincetheoral argumentsinfront
of the Supreme Court aren’t going
to be given until late June, he said,
the budget workshops can’t really
start until after that. Thecourt could
say noto the plan. It could demand
moremoney or forcetheL egidature
tospread money arounddifferently.

Mr. Glodt said he can play with
numberson paper, but that won'tdo
much good, since they don’t know
for surehow muchthey will get. The
district hasn’t even started teacher
contract negotiations for next year

(See STATE onPage8A)

\Wheat showssiress
duringannual tour
at plot west of town

By KIMBERLY DAVIS

Around 20 menandwomengot a
look at 20 wheat varietiesat the an-
nual Wheat Plot Tour just west of
town at the May family farm on
Thursday.

Thegroup met upat the4-H build-
ing at the Decatur County Fair-
ground for breakfast cooked by the
Maysbefore heading to thefield.

The varieties were planted on
Sept. 19, and for themost part have
been growing ever since, although
atleast one, Hatcher, didn’t seemto
grow at all.

With thelack of rain, said Roger
May, thereisalot of variability in
theplot.

Both Brian Olson, regional
agronomist with Kansas State Uni-
versity, and Chuck Johnson with

AgriPro, talked about thewheat va-
rietiesinthefield.

Before they started, Mr. Olson
said he wanted Rich Shaw, who
ownsShaw Aerial Spraying, totalk
about what he has seen from his
plane.

Mr. Shaw said on stubble fields
from here to Goodland and from
hereto Smith Center, thefieldslook
likeasunburst. It appearstobesome
kind of disease or virusthat can be
seenfromtheair andisspreading.

Thisyear hasbeen bad for wheat
streak, said Mr. Olson. If you go
south of here, you see alot more
drought-stressed yellow wheat.

Ifitdoesn’tget coldand stay cold
in the winter, said Mr. Olson, the
viruses stay activefor alot longer.

(See WHEAT on Page8A)

Water usedrops
alittlein Oberlin

With rain and cooler days,
Oberlin’s water use stayed under
600,000 gallonsinaday last week,
a switch from the previous week
when the city pumped up to 1 mil-
liongallonsinaday.

Even though people used less
water last week, don’t forget that
those on city water are still on the
even/odd watering system.

That means people can water
from 12:01 am. to 9 am. and from
8 p.m. to midnight on their desig-
nated day. Those with even-num-
bered addressescanwater Wednes-
day, Friday and Sunday. Thosewith

odd addresses can water Tuesday,
Thursday and Saturday.

No outside water use is allowed
onMondaysor inthe middleof the
day.

Thecity pumped:

* 445,000 gallons on Monday,
May 29.

* 453,000 gallons on Tuesday,
May 30.

* 459,000 gallons last Wednes-
day.
* 505,000 gallonson Thursday.
* 545,000 gallonson Friday.
574,000 gallons on Saturday.
* 549,000 gallonson Sunday.
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JUST ON THE SCENE thefirst time, firemen worked toputoutsideafireinside. Thefirefighterswere called back

ontheroof of Phil Erickson’ shouse on East Commercial to the homeearly Sunday.

Twofiresdestroy one Obearlinhome

By KIMBERLY DAVIS

An Oberlin man’s home was
destroyed by two fires Saturday
night and Sunday morning.

Firemen first were called to
Phil Erickson’shomeat 1102 E.
Commercial at 8:46 p.m. Satur-
day.FireChief Bill Cathcart said
Mr. Ericksonwasout workingin
his yard when a neighbor came
over and said the house was on
fire.

Whenthefiremen arrived, the
chief said, therewassmokecom-
ing out of the eaves. The
firefightersattackedit, said Chief
Cathcart, and put it out pretty
quickly.

Thekitchen was destroyed by
flames and the living room was

damaged. There was heavy heat
and smoke damagein the house.
Although therewas smokeroll-
ing out of the roof, there weren’t
any visibleflamesfromthestreet.
Chief Catcart said the fire had
started because of an electrical
shortinalamp cordinthekitchen.
By 10:22 p.m., the volunteers
weredone. Everythingwasout and
they headed back tothefirestation.
Chief Catcart saidthey cleaned ev-
erythingandrel oaded sothetrucks
would beready for the next call.
At2:07 am., thenext call came
in, back to the samelocation.
This time there were flames
|eaping to the sky and theroof had
collapsed.
For thesecondfire, Mr. Erickson

wasn't at home.

Chief Catcart said he can’t pin
down exactly what happened to
start the second fire. It could have
beenhot embers, hesaid, andthere
weresomechemicalsstored by the
back door. The fire did re-ignite
near the back door, he added

He said they were unaware of
the chemicals the first time they
were at the house because they
were covered by debris from the
first fire.

It could have been that the con-
tainers of chemicals were dam-
agedinthefirstfire.

After the damage of the second
fire, said Chief Cathcart, themodu-
lar houseisatotal loss.

Alittleoverthreehoursafter the

— Herald staff photo by Kim Davis
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AT THE SUMMERFEST CAR SHOW Saturday, aNebraskaman cleaned the wind-

shield of his pickup. The show brought in more than 100 vehicles. See detail s about the

show, plus photos, on the OH! Pagein Section B.

— Herald staff photo by Jim Merriott

second call came, the firemen
went back to the station, where
they cleaned everything and got
ready for the next call. There
weren’t any other problems af-
ter that, said Chief Cathcart.

The volunteers had another
call about 8 p.m. Sunday, when
atransformer blew up near the
old Star Motel on Frontier Park-
way.

Dispatchers said afire under
the power pole was put out
quickly, and firemen were told
not to maketherun.

A few homesintheareawere
without power for awhile. City
Administrator Gary Shike said
he thought the problem was
caused by asquirrel.

A 16-year-old Oberlin girl has
been missing for over aweek now.

Although thefamily hasnotified
authoritiesand ChantelleBeneda! <
picture has been published and
posted acrossthestate, official ssay
therehasbeennowordfromthegirl.

Sheisthedaughter of Tereseand
Greg Vontz and Ron Beneda, all of
Oberlin.

Mrs.Vontz said her daughter was
last seen on Friday, May 26, head-
ing south on U.S. 83 in her yellow
2004 Dodge Neon. She said they
believesheiswith Sean G. Fife, 21,
who shebecameacquai ntedwithin
February.

Although MissBeneda sparents
didn’t agree with her relationship
with Mr. Fife, she said, the couple
apparently stayed in contact. Mr.
Fife is on probation in Decatur
County for felony forgery, said Po-
liceChief WadeL ockhart, basically
forusinghisbrother’ sidentity. Mrs.
V ontz said heal sohad somerun-ins
with the law in Tennessee.

Shesaidher daughter, whowill be

ajunior at Decatur Community

High School next year, has never
(SeeGIRL on Page8A)




