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Courtsshould step out
of school financefiasco

It stimefor the Kansas courtsto step out of
the school finance controversy and let things
settle down.

The Kansas Supreme Court has scheduled
argumentslater thismonthonthelatest round
in the school-money fiasco. No decision is
likely until July, leaving school districts un-
ableto draw up their budgets.

Thisjust can’tgoonevery year.

The Legislature has thrown pretty much
every dollar it has at the school finance “cri-
sis.” Thereisn’tany moretogive, not without
robbing other stateprogramsor thetaxpayers.

It’ snot possibleto draw up aschool finance
plan that will please every parent, every dis-
trict and every administrator. Someonewill be
unhappy, whatever the L egislature does.

And someone will sue, even after the cur-
rent lawsuit is settled. They always do, be-
causeinrecent years, the courtshave encour-
aged them.

It givesthejudgesmorepower andincreases
their influence when they take on caseslike
this. It’s not what courts were intended for,
though.

Under thestate Constitution, theL egidature
Issupposed to set taxesand raisemoney. The
Legislature is supposed to decide how that
money is spent.

That’ sbecauseweel ect theL egidature, and
itsmembersareresponsibleto us, thevoters.
Judgesarenot. They arein office under what
amountsto life appoi ntments.

There' sareason the framers wanted those

with the power to tax and spend under the’

people’ s thumb: When you split that power
fromthevote, it quickly becomesabusive.

Kansans have shown again and again that
they do not want higher taxes, yet state spend-
ing hasmorethan quadrupled (inreal dollars,
adjusted for inflation) in 40 years.

Without atax increase, thereisonly somuch
money. Every surplus penny in recent years
has gone to schools, leaving colleges, roads
and other programs to starve. Parents are
forcedto pay thepriceinhigher tuition, while
driversfind morebumpsandfewer new roads.

The courts need to remember their place.
Even though some groups may not be happy
withtheway thestate' spieisdivided, thelL eg-
islature hasthepower totax, and theright and
theresponsibility to dividetheincome.

If somegroups— afew school districts, or
afew parents—don’tliketheresult, they can
gotheL egidatureand pushfor more. They can
campaign for candidates who promise more.
That’ sour system.

Evenif you believe schools deserve more,
though, it swrong for the unelected courtsto
take power and makethat decision.

I’ stimeto put our system back in order. If
thecourtswon'’t et that happen, thenweneed
to change the way judges are chosen and re-
tained.

Thetaxpayers can’'t raise more money just
becauseanelitefew, evenanelitefew judges,
want it done. We haveto go out and earnit.

—SeveHaynes

Biblestill withsandscriticiam

Jmand | areontheboard for the
hospitality house we operate in
Nortonfor inmate' sfamilies.

Asafundraiser, weareplanning
an auction and are soliciting dona-
tions. That, of course, meanswe're
looking around our own house for
stuff to donate.

Jimaskedmeif | wouldliketoget
rid of a stair-stepper exercise ma-
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Out Back

By Carolyn SueKelley-Plotts
cpl otts@nwkansas.com

J

chine that has been gathering dust

for acouple of years. | said, “No, |
think it would bekind of neat for us
to have our ownlittleworkout gym
in the basement of the house.”

Hesaid, “I think I’'m going to be
your workout Jim.” And, then in
what | perceived as a somewhat
mocking tone, went on, “Work out
here, Jim. Work out there, Jim.
Work out everywhere, Jim.”

—ob—

There' sahuge hubbub going on
right now over the movie, “The
DaVinci Code.” I've watched the
previews; |I've listened to Gene
Shditandother critics; I’ veseenthe
actors and the author interviewed;
and I’ m still confused. Onething |
am sureof: the Bible can withstand
Hollywood' s best efforts to dis-
creditit.

Modern criticshavenothing new
toaddtowhat hasalready beensaid.
The Bible has been assailed for
2,000yearsandit haswithstoodthe
opposition. It always has been and
will continue to be the No. 1
bestseller. It still here, and itsop-
ponentsare gone.

Thebiggest danger isthat unedu-
cated peoplewill seethemovieand
come away saying, “ So, that’sthe
way it really is.” The best thing
peoplecandoistoactually get their

Bibledownfromtheshelf, dustit off
and study it.

| considered not going to seethe
movie, but have since decided that
| can’t say anything about it if |
haven'’ t seenit. Besides, my boycott
wouldn’'t make Ron Howard stop
and say, “Oh, my, Carolyn Plotts
didn’t comeseemy movie.” My $6
ticket won't make or break Holly-
wood.

—ob—

Last week, my oldest daughter,
Halley, made the move to Dallas.
Her sister, Kara, flew to Washing-
tonto help her move. Theplanwas
to fit all they could in Halley’s
pickup. Therest shewould leave.

| called them on moving day to
ask how they were doing. Halley
said, “Mom, wewere born for this.
Thepacking geneweinheritedfrom

Theonly thingthey couldn’tfiton
thetruck was Halley’ s cowboy hat
(whichshemailedtoherselfinDal-
las) and one small box of books.

The “packing gene,” however,
did not include the “tarping gene,”
and they had some trouble keeping
theload covered and protectedfrom
the rain they encountered several
timesaongtheway.

Karasaiditgottothepointwhere
theywouldpull intoaservicestation
and say, “Hi, do you carry duct
tape?’

(From theBibI@
\_ J

The Lord is good, a strong
holdintheday of trouble; and
he knoweth them that trust in
him.

GrandmaKelley isawesome.” Nahum 1: 7
~N
Honor Roll
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Welcome and thanksto these
recent subscribersto The Oberlin
Herald:

Julie Wurster, New Albany,
Ohio; Dr. Shannon Addleman-

Gillund, Tinley Park, IlI.; Larry
Nelson, Fredricksburg, Va; Marga
ret Waldo, Roswell, N.M.; Frank
Logan, Hanover, N.H.; and Dennis
King, Chesapeake, Va.

THE OBERLIN HERALD

lin, Kan. 67749.

USPS401-600
170S. PennAve., Oberlin, Kan. 67749-2243

Published each Wednesday by Haynes Pub-
lishing Co., 170 S. Penn Ave., Oberlin, Kan.
67749. Periodicals mail postage paid at Ober-

Seveand CynthiaHaynes, publishers
Official newspaper of Oberlin, Jennings, Nor-
catur, Dresdenand Decatur County. M ember of

Serving Oberlinand Decatur County since1879

Phone: (785)475-2206  Fax (785) 475-2800
E-mail: obherald@nwkansas.com

Nor’West Newspapers

Judy Jordan

the Kansas Press Association, National News- g’/ﬁ%gﬁd Ire%/;Pl OllS.....ov... busmeé?rllgnmmg
paper Association, Colorado Press Associa- David Bera)I/i ng .a.&.:ivertisi n manager
tion, Nebraska Press Association and Inland GING oo 9 g

P PatCozad ....................... want ads/circulation
PressAssociation. o :

KarlaJones........ccccevuevennne. advertising production
Subscriptions: Oneyear, $30 (tax included) in Decatur, Norton,  JOAN BEIS ......evvvvivivieieieiieieeeeeeeveeeen historian
Rawlins, Sheridan, Thomas and Red Willow counties; $34 (tax ;
included) elsewherein K ansas; $37 elsawhereintheU.S, Foreign Ji m_M S ({]e]L SRR sportsreporter
subscriptions, $20 extra per year (except APO/FPO). POST-  Whitney Beinke ..........cccceeeene pagemakeup
MASTER: Send changeof addressto 170 S. PennAve., Oberlin,
Kan. 67749-2243. _
Officehours: 8:30am.-5:30p.m. Mon.-Fri. , ,Q-d:l ININL22
isi ansas Press e
L (Alsoopenmost Saturdayswhen someoneisin.) nss_l_l_cia tion N QTS’S'& AL |8rEvWSPAPEn )

SteveHaynes..
Kimberly Davis
Mary Lou Olson

STAFF
................... managing editor
........................ society editor
proofreader

O
THE MANHATTAN MeRCURY
JUST 50 THERE'S =
NO MISUNDERSTANDING,
LET ME MAKE MYSELF W AND 90 16 K
VERY CLEMR: ANY ATTEMPT TO |
[ peLiere © REGULATE 1T,
=] ABORTION /
15 WRONG... /
DN QQ‘) AN
R
% % N
= N g‘*«%@ oV —
« ,
;i— QQ e
;E__“ ‘m‘ S=— '
7 B T
< P

leebedvvarmer foundinattic

It sbeen aweek of cats, weasels
and snakes.

Theweek started out badly when
April Alicedisappeared.

Sometimes, some of our many
felines spend the night outside.
That’ stheir choice, and | don’t re-
aly care.

April Alice, the yellow tabby,
however, lovestoslegpwithus. She
headsupstairsassoon assheseesus
getting ready to go after dinner. In
our sitting room, shesitson my lap
or loungesonthefloor until | get up
to goto bed, then she headsfor the
covers.

Shesleegpsat my back until Steve
comestobed, thenmovesover tothe
other side of me. There she stays
until 1 getup. Assoonasshe' shada
quick tripoutside, though, sheheads
back to bed with Steveuntil hegets
up.

So when she wasn’t in bed and
nowhereto befoundthenext morn-
ing, we started toworry.

| checked every closet and cup-
board, knowing al catsloveto ex-
plore small, dark spaces. No luck,
and no April Alice.

| thought about the neighbor’s
garage, where Molly Monster got
caughttwicelastyear. However, the
neighbors were home so there was
Nno reason to suppose a cat was
trapped intheir garage.

| decided to ask them to keep an
eyeout anyway.

Gove nor

Gov. Kathleen Sebelius seems
intent on remaking the political
landscape of Kansas.

The governor returns again and
again to the liberal side of the Re-
publican party for recruits.

First, she named John Moore, a
respected Wichita Republican and
Cessna Aircraft executive, as her
lieutenant governor.

She had Mike Hayden, the At-
wood nativeandformer Republican
governor, continue as secretary of
wildlife and parks. She held over
Secretary Janet Schalansky at Social
and Rehabilitation Services.

More lately, Sebelius and her
Demaocratic party minions per-
suaded Paul Morrison, a Johnson
County Republicanandveterandis-
trict attorney, to switch partiesand
run against the conservative Phill
Klinefor attorney general.

Now she has named Mark Park-
insonof Johnson County asher new
running mate. Parkinsonisaformer
Republican legislator and aformer
state Republican party chairman
under Gov. Bill Graves.

What thegovernor aimsat isnoth-
ing lessthat arealignment of Kan-
saspolitics, areturntothetwo party
system. Shemight bedoingusall a
favor.

For decades now, Kansas has
been dominated by an odd political
system, more or less a three-party
setup with the Democrats only oc-
casionally aplayer.

The Legislature has been con-
trolled by nominal Republicansfor
years. Most governors have been
Republican. Only when the GOP
couldnot producedecent candidates
hasthe Democrat had achance.

Andthen, only exceptional Dem-
ocrats — the Dockings, father and
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Open Season

ByCynthiaHaynes

cahaynes@nwkansas.com
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She suggested we look around.
She had been hearing a cat crying,
but sincethe garagedoorshad been
open, knew it couldn’t betrapped.

We listened and looked. April
Alicewasintheattic of the garage.
Shewascomplaininglikecrazy, but
could easily havewalked down the
stairway and out theopendoor. She
wasjust being difficult. Still, it was
good to have my bed warmer back.

The next day we met a ferret
named Maxine, Max for short. She
visited the office with her people,
theSmiths. Shewasafriendly little
critter andweasel ed her way around
thefurniture, tryingtomakefriends
with Tigger, the office cat. Maxine
may have been the world’ sfriend-
liestferret, but Tigger washavingno
part of her.

Later we went to Sappa Park to
takethedog for awalk.

Annielovesto romp up theroad,
investigating every bush, tree and
clump of grass. She also wanted to
investigate the smashed snake on

the road. We vetoed that idea. She
was scarring the flies, dozens of
them. Ick.

Wealso vetoed her ideatoinves-
tigatethe very live snake coiled up
inthegrassnext to theroad.

There was aloud rattling sound
and thedog jumped back. Shetried
tomovebackin, but Stevecaledher off.

As| held the dog, Steve investi-
gatedtheangry rattling snakeinthe
grass. Itturned out tobeaseven-foot
bull snake making like abig, mean
rattlesnake. | thought he was doing
a pretty good imitation, but Steve
saw through the masquerade.

Westill decidedthat Anniedidn’t
needtoget acloser look. She’ ssup-
posed to be abird dog, not a snake,
mouse and rabhit-chasing dog. We
just haveto convince her of that.

But, sincethe only birdswe saw
were buzzards and meadowlarks,
she'll have to wait alittle longer.
Maybeby fall, she’ll havethat bird
dog thing down.

Maybe.

realigningparties

AlongtheSappa

schayn%@nwkansascom)

By SteveHaynes

son; the maverick Joan Finney; the
ableand appealing Ms. Sebelius—
have madethe grade.

Becauseyou hadtobeaRepubli-
can to play the game, many young
politicians joined the GOP who in
other stateswould havebeen Demo-
crats. Mark Parkinson and Mike
Hayden might just fall into that
crowd, but they arelegion.

The result was to reinforce the
political paradigm: If everyone, lib-
eral or conservative, became aRe-
publican, then there was no future
for the Democrats. There were so
few of them in Topekathat no one
paidany attention, savepalitical re-
porters seeking to balance a story
with aquote or two.

The liberal Republicans — eu-
phemistically referred to as “mod-
erates’ inmost newsstories— have
fought with conservativesin the
way Republicans and Democrats
fightinother states. Bothgroupsal-
lied with the minority Democrats
whenit suited their purposes. Each
has had some success controlling
theL egidature, buttheliberalshave
produced moregovernors.

All that may be about to change.

No one should underestimate
Kathleen Sebelius. This woman
grew up in the Ohio governor’s
mansion. She has an outstanding
political mind. Popular andvirtualy
assured of a second term, she has

movedto seizethehighgroundand,
perhaps, change the Kansas politi-
cal landscapefor all time.

If she succeeds in drawing off
even part of theliberal Republican
voters, making them Democrats or
even independents, she might just
restorethetwo-party system. Andin
doing so, she might restore amore
“normal” look to Kansaspalitics.

Freed of itsleft wing, the Repub-
lican party could represent its core
constituency, peoplewhobelievein
economicfreedom, smaller govern-
ment, lower taxes and traditional
values.

Bothpartieswouldhavetoplay t
themiddletowin, of course, andit’ s
not likely therewould beaclear-cut
victory for liberalsor conservatives.
Extremists on either side would
standlittlechanceof becominggov-
ernor.

But Kansans would have a clear
choi ce between parties, rather than
dealing with abloated, but divided,
GOP.

It’sthe liberal Republican vote
that elected Kathleen Sebelius|ast
time, andthesamevoterswill return
her tooffice. Thequestionis, canshe
and her party make the transition
from one-time successto a permar
nent change?

The betting is, she’ll have four
moreyearstowork onit.

Why weren'’t classesrecognized?
L etter totheEditor

TotheEditor:

Thank you for recognizing the
anniversary classesin bold printin
your article covering the Alumni
Banquet inlast week’ spaper. | was
very disappointed that the anniver-
sary classeswere not recognized at
the banquet.

Perhapsthe powersthat bedidn’t
realizethat without theanniversary
classes, they would not have much
of abanquet. They did have arall
call, which was meaningless. | be-
lievethat aroll call requiresareply

if present and calling and recogniz-
ing the anniversary classes would
not havetakenaslongasreadingall
theyears present.

| sincerely hope that the future
officerswill consider reinstating a
roll call of anniversary classes at
future banquets and having them
stand and berecognized.

Seeyouinfiveyears.
Dwayne Jones
Classof 1946
Oberlin




