THE OBERLIN HERALD

75 ¢ (tax included; 54¢ delivered at home)

24 Pages, 3 Sections

Wednesday, June 14, 2006

128th Y ear, Number 24

Simmer pool plan looksfor support

By KIMBERLY DAVIS

Thefat hasbeen cut off theoriginal plan,
leaving asix-lane outdoor pool with adiv-
ing area and a zero-depth entry costing
$1,536,000 asthepool for Oberlin’ sfuture.

After explaining the plan to city and
county officials around the county, mem-
bers say, they plan to turn the pool effort
over to officialsand seeif the citiesor the
county can raisethemoney to build it.

The cost estimateis$1 million lessthan
thepriceestimateby Water’ sEdgeAquatic
Design months ago, said Anna Shaw, a
member of thecity’ spool committee, which
has been leading the effort.

Afterthefirst numberswerereleased, she
sald, thecommitteecalled theengineer and
asked them why thenumberswere so high.

The year-old boiler at the city swim-
ming pool isbrokenand needsanew part.

Although the boiler worked at the be-
ginning of theswimming season, it broke
sometimelast week, leavingthewater in
thepool alittlechilly.

City Administrator Gary Shikesaid a
serviceman from Hansen Plumbing in

Almost-new boiler goesbust

North Platte, where the boiler was pur-
chasedlast year, hasbeenheremorethan
onceto fix it. The company is how get-
ting areplacement ignitor for theboiler,
hesaid.

Mr. Shike said heisn’t sure when the
part will be here.

They also askedfor theextras, al thefat, to
be cut of f the plan.

The engineer said they were using cost
estimatesfor afew yearsdowntheroad, she

said, thinkingitwouldtake Decatur County
sometimetoraisethemoney. Theengineers
alsohadincluded slidesand extrasthecom-
mitteedidn’t ask for.

Thenew planincludesasix-laneoutdoor,
heated pool, said Mrs. Shaw, withthecom-
mittee. Itleavesaspotfor adide, but doesn’t
includetheslide. The plan doesn’'t include
sunshades, but doeshavetabl esfor conces-
sions, diving boards, aconcession standand
someother items.

Theidea, said Mrs. Shaw, isthat if later
someonewantsto raisethemoney toputin
adlideor sunshades, therewould beaplace
to put them.

Last Monday, she said, the group had a
conferencecall withafinancial expert. The
committee doesn’'t suggest going with the
finance person, she said, since they have
donealot of that work already.

Mrs. Shaw saidwhat thegroup diddecide
isthat they havetwo stepsleft to finishand

then they will step down.

The city hasmoney and the responsibil-
ity to hire agrant writer and take the next
step, she said. The committee has been
workingforyears, held fundrai sersand has
gotten aplan drawn up.

Bake sales and other fund raisers aren’t
goingtorai seenoughmoney tobuildapoal,
though, she said.

At arecent town meeting where peopl e
talked about the county’ spositivesand the
future, thepool wasn’t evenbrought up, she
said.

“Wethink that peopleinthecounty think
thepool committeeisalready taking careof
theproject,” said Mrs. Shaw, adding that if
thecommitteeremainsin existence, it will

Alumni group
wor kstobood
education here

By KIMBERLY DAVIS

A group of alumni has found a
way to hel pimprovethefutureedu-
cation of studentsin the Oberlin
School District, with the new
Decatur Community Educational
Foundation.

Last Tuesday, members of the
foundation’ sboard explained their
plans at the Oberlin Rotary Club’'s
noon meeting at The Gateway.
Members who were present in-
cluded Dr. Mark Olson, president;
Jill Reichert, vice-president; Col.
Gary Allen, secretary; and Paul
Shields. Other members who
weren’t ableto makeit to the meet-
ingincludeColleen Rittmann, trea-
surer, KenBadsky, JaneGilliamand
Roland May.

The board has been together a
littleover ayear and ahalf, said Mr.
Shields. Inthat time, they havebeen
organizing the foundation and set-
tingupthedifferent funds. Now, he
said, they are starting to take their
plansto the public.

Mr. Shields said this all started
when some of the groups were
working on bond issues for the
school district. The bond issues
failed, he said, and it became clear
it would be hard to get one passed
with the drought and other eco-
nomic problems here.

Still, he said, the group thought
that they could start something to
bringinmoney for schools, saidMr.
Shields, and not just local money.

TheOberlin School Districthasa
strong alumni group, he said. The
board thought people would give
money to help keep the schoolsin
shape and offer scholarships for
Oberlinkids.

The foundation has three estab-
lished funds, he said. The Decatur
Community Education Fund will
providegrantsto support education.
Thesecanbefor anythingfromtech-
nology tohel pingfix upapart of the
building, hesaid, but themoney can-
not be used for teacher salaries.

The Decatur Community Schol-
arshipFund, Mr. Shieldssaid, isjust
that, away to providegraduateswith
scholarshipsfor further education.

Thereisalso an Endowed Fund,
where by donating a minimum of
$10,000, adonor canput their name
on afund and establish the guide-
lines.

Until the end of December, said
Dr. Olson, people can join the
Founders Club with a minimum
donationof $10,000, either all atone
timeor $2,000ayear over afiveyear
period.

Thefoundation,saidMr. Shields,

(See SCHOOL on Page 10A)

Relayfor Life
sartsFriday night
with dinner, walk

By KIMBERLY DAVIS

Thefifth annual Decatur County
Relay for Life kicks off at 6 p.m.
Friday withasurvivors receptionin
the Decatur Community High
School cafeteria.

Therelay isset up to help raise
money for cancer research through
the American Cancer Society.

At6:30p.m., thecommunity band
will start to play. Opening ceremo-
nieswill start at 7 p.m. at the high
school track, withsurvivorswalking
the first lap and survivors and
caregiverstaking thesecond. Those
survivors who are unable to walk
canrockinchairsset uponthetrack.

New this year there will be a
smoked-beef barbecuefundraiser at
the track. The meat has been do-
nated by theMay Family Farmsand
Robert Groneweg has volunteered
tocook themeat onhisTraeger grill.

Thingswill continuewiththere-
lease of the balloons and games.
Around8:30p.m. hair cutsprovided
by Shelli’s Hair Design staff will
start for people wanting to donate
their hair toL ocksof Love. Thepro-
gram provides wigs for cancer pa-
tients who lose their hair during
treatment.

Althoughtheluminary ceremony

doesn’t start until 10 p.m., anyone
who wantsto light aluminary for a
loved one can do so around 9:45
p.m.

During the ceremony, Ralph
Shaw will tell his survivor story.
Both Anthony Marshall and Andrea
Spanier will perform.

Therelay volunteers ask that no
children under the age of 16 be
present at the track after midnight
without aparent or adult sponsor.

Goodie baskets will be given
away every hour throughout the
evening and morning.

Thereare11teamsregisteredfor
the relay this year, including
Decatur Health Systems, Decatur
Professional Women, Decatur
County, Herndon Covenant
Church, theBlack Peppers, Oberlin
Elementary School, the May Fam-
ily, the Good Samaritan Steppers,
the Bruggeman family and friends,
Decatur Community High School
and the Dresser. Teamsareto keep
at least one member onthetrack all
night.

Evenif you aren't on ateam, the
Relay volunteersinviteeveryoneto
the track to take part in the event.
Thewalk ends Saturday morning at
7am.

Check out today’ sissueof The
Oberlin Herald to find the first
special sectiondedicatedtodads,
justintimefor Father’sDay.

Kids at Oberlin Elementary
School wrote letters about their
dads to nominate them for the
Father of the Y ear contest, spon-
sored by the Oberlin Business

Dad ssectioningde

Alliance. With the help of spon-
sors, thenewspaper staff wasable
to put those letters together with
art from Carol Brown’s kinder-
gartenerstohonor dadsin Decatur
County. Thisyear’ sFather of the
Y ear is Paul Shields, whose
daughter Cassidy’ sletter wascho-
sen by thealliance

hunting

IN NORCATUR Satur-
day, Leone Purton (top)
and Eunice Wenger (be-
low) shopped for deals at
the community-wide ga-
rage sale. People from
Oberlin, Norton, Norcatur
and other townsshoppedat
thesales, includingtheone
held by Pansy Price(right).
— Herald staff photos

by Kimberly Davis

(See POOL on Page 10A)

Hot weather causeswater usetojump

Water use jumped to above
700,000 gallons amost every day
last week, with theweather turning
hot an dry and peopl e continuing to
water their lawnsand gardens.

Although outdoor water useis
allowed on alternate days, the
Oberlin City Council has asked

peopletobeconservativeand make
surethat they water intheir allowed
times.

Watering is allowed from mid-
night to 9 am. and from 8 p.m. to
midnight on specified days.

Those with even-numbered ad-
dresses can water Wednesday, Fri-

day and Sundays. Thosewith odd-
numbered addresses can water
Tuesday, Thursday and Saturdays.
There is no outdoor water use al-
lowed on Monday.

Thecity pumped:

« 471,000 gallons on Monday,
June5.

754,000 gallons on Tuesday,
June®6.

* 740,000 gallons last Wednes-
day.
* 728,000 gallonson Thursday .
* 799,000 gallons on Friday.

« 630,000 gallons on Saturday .
511,000 gallonson Sunday .



