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Guantanamoprisone's
not usual war criminals

The suicides of three prisoners at Guan-
tanamo Bay, Cuba, brought howls of protest
from prisoner-rights groupsin the U.S. and
aroundtheworld, but not onesolid suggestion
about what to do with the vicious terrorists

held there.

Apparently, theU.S. isjust supposedtore-
|easethesepeopleand et them goback totheir
deadly ways. | sthat what we want to see?

President George Bush hasproposedtrying
theterroristsbeforemilitary tribunals, which
presumably couldfind someinnocent and sen-
tenceotherstolongterms. Wherethey would

beheldisanybody’ sguess.

Prisonersof war normally areheld until the
fighting ceases, but theseprisonersdonot fall
intothat category, at | east not accordingtothe

administration.

They arebeingheldas*illegal enemy com-
batants’ but arenot accused of violating U.S.

laws.

Inmost wars, of course, enemy soldiersare
identified withthenationthey serve. Thereis
someonetorepresent themandtoreturnthem

towhenthewar isover.

Thiswar is different, and the U.S. has no
model to follow on how to treat these prison-
ers. They fight for shadowy movements, not
governments. They oweallegiancetoideals,

not nations.

In short, they do not fit neatly into the cat-
egoriesestablished in previous conflicts.
Thewar onterrorismmay only havebegun.

spies.

ens of fronts around the world, with ground |
troopsandintelligence agencies, aircraft and

Nooneknowstherules. Nooneknowswhen
thewar will beover. It hasno declared begin-

ning and likely will haveno clear end.

So what do wedo with the prisoners?

Guantanamo Bay wasacreativesolutionto
animmediate problem. Taking the prisoners
there avoided bringing them to U.S. soil or
housing themwith someally.

Wherever they are held, there will be
trouble. Theprisonersshowed|ast monththey

will causetroublefortheirjailersat any time,

inany way they can. M ost are dedi cated radi-
calsswornto fight the American devil.
BringingthemtotheU.S. hardly seemsde-

sirable. Nofriendly nation would want them.

behave.

We can’'t just release them and tell them to

Mr. Bush’' splan to try them seems reason-

Courttorule.

able, but it has been held up by legal action.
The president has to wait for the Supreme

Meantime, the whole gang just brews

TheU.S. and our aliesarefightingit on doz-

Wheat harvest nearly here

If you lay quietly, with your ear
closetotheground, you'll beableto
hear it.

Hear what? The combines rum-
bling thisway, that’ swhat.

Hardtobelieve, but harvestisjust
days away. Driving to work last
week, | thought, “When did that
happen?’ Wheat fieldsall alongmy
route had “turned” almost over-
night, now standing goldenandripe.

Harvestisdonein Texasand cus-
tom cutters are moving north. I’ ve
evenheardthat wheat intheWichita
areaisready and the prediction for
thisareaisfor sometest cutting to
be underway by the end of next
week.

Thebig questionwill be, wasthe
moisturetoo little, too late?

—ob—

Our 7-year-old granddaughter,
Taylor, is coming to spend the
month of July with us. | hopethere
might be alittle wheat left to cut
whenshegetshere. She' snever seen
aharvest before, and | wouldlikefor
her to get to ride on acombine. Her
mom did, and sheremembersitasa
bigdeal.

The year my brother Dick was
working overseas, his wife Donna
andl, plusher threeboysand my two
girls, cuttheirwheat. Granted, itwas
only afew acres, but we thought it
wasagrand adventure. Atleast five
of uswerecrammedinthecab of that
combinewhile Donnadrove. It'sa
wonder she could even see where
shewasgoing.

We have two calves (still name-
less) for Taylor to feed and water
while she's here. They’re not ba-
bies, though, so she'll missthe fun
of bottlefeeding. | won’t. | don’tfeel

trouble. Y ou can’'t blame the prisoners for
being unhappy, but you can blame them for
being terrorists.

They belong behind bars. Most probably
deserveworse.

It would be nice to hear some reasonable
suggestionsabout what, short of turningthem
loose, the U.S. should do with them.

—SeveHaynes

Out Back

By Carolyn SueKelley-Plotts
cplotts@nwkansas.com

J

theleast bit bad becausethey’rebig
enough to eat grass and grain.
Feedingsevery fourtosix hoursare
for thebirds.
—ob—

Jmisstartingthesecond week of
abricklayingjob. I think retirement
islooking pretty good to him right
now. Hecomeshome aching every
night. Maybethisishisway of go-
ing outinablazeof glory.

| hope you know that Jim’sidea
of retirement isnot to quit working,
buttomerely slow down some. Per-
haps be a bit more selective of the
kind of work hedoes. Hesaid | have
to quit telling people he' sretiring,
becausethey think he’ snot goingto
takeonany jobs. That wasnever the
case.

Heis going to finish our house;

then, and he’ splanningto put anew
roof on his sister’s house and do
some other work for her. | think he
hassomewindowstoinstall, siding
to put up, cabinetsto build, and the
list goeson.

Thehard part will betoget onhis
list. Somakeyour reservationsnow,
and take advantage of his“retire-
ment.”

(From theBibI@
\_ _J

Who art thou that judgest
another man’ sservant?to his
own master he standeth or
faleth. Y ea, heshall beholden
up: for God is able to make
him stand.

that’ s the first priority. Then he's Romans 14: 4
right back towork. It will befall by
H Roll )
/

Welcome and thanks to these
subscribersto TheOberlin Herald:
Elsewhere: Jerry Marietta, Cas-
per, Wyo.; Teffani Zadeh, Chicago,
I11.; Myra Canfield, Niles, Mich.;

Dr. and Mrs. A.P. Vohs, Siloam
Springs, Ark.; Mrs. Malcom Hen-
derson, Starkville, Miss.; Goldie
Dorson, Green Cove Springs, Fla;
SamR. Willcoxon, Scottsdale, Ariz.
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Gardener harveﬂmgflrst crops

The corn is as high as an
elephant’'seye — aslong asit’'sa
really small elephant, areally small,
baby, pygmy elephant.

WEell, actually someof thecornis
up to my knee now, and almost as
tall asacoupleof thetomato plants.

The tomatoes run from four
inchestotwo feet.

When Steve bought the plants,
some of them were oversized to
start. He planted some seeds this
spring and those are undersized. |
suspect by the time we get fruit,
they’ll all bebig enoughto provide
moretomatoes than we can eat.

But thisisthe time of year that
gardeners measure the size of the
plants, worry about hail, bugs,
drought, leaf rot and rodents. We
haveto add catsand dog to that list
because the cats have downed a
couple of pepper plantsusing them
asbeds and the dog did in three to-
matoes when she ran through the
garden beforewe had thefence up.

The crushed and broken plants
have been replaced and we water
and weed the garden each Sunday.

My job is weeding while Steve
mowsthelawn.

The biggest weed problem isan
infestation of morning glories.
Somewhere several years ago,
someone— Steveclaimsit wasme
and | say it was aformer neighbor
— planted morning glories on the
fence. They looked wonderful.

\C

Open Season

ByCynthiaHaynes

cahaynes@nwkansas.com

J

However, morning gloriesare a
first cousintobindweed. Sonow we
get zillions of little morning glory
plants growing up the corn and to-
mato stalks.

| spent Sunday on my hands and
kneesremovingthetiny weedsfrom
the garden and the more advanced
onesfrom the fence and the side of
the dog’ s pen, which provides one
corner of thegarden area.

We've been eating the spinach
andlettuceasfast aswecan. Wehad
thelast spinach salad for supper on
Sunday. The hot weather hasmade
the plants bolt and flower. Once
spinach flowers, its leaves disap-
pear. I’'m not sure what spinach
flowerstastelike, but I’'mnot going
tofind out thissummer. | pulled all
the spinach and spent a couple of
hours carefully removing the tiny
leavestohaveenoughfor supper on
Sunday.

| picked some lettuce, too. The
lettuce seemsto be holding up bet-
ter than the spinach. We planted a

variety pack andexcept for onetype,
whichdiedimmediately, thelettuce
isdoinggreat and puttinglotsof rab-
bit food on our table.

Theradishesaren't doing sowell
though. For some reason they just
aren’ tgrowingmuch. Maybeit’ sthe
heat. Maybeit’ sthecats. Maybeit’ s
just abad year for radishes.

On Sunday, wehadthefirst peas.
| was busy weeding near thefence,
wherel planted peasthisyear, and|
noticed the pods. | wasalittle wor-
ried about the peassince they are
cool-weather plant, and there just
hasn’t been much cool weather.

Therethey were— severd filled
pea pods. Even Steve enjoyed eat-
ing the peas right out of the garden
— and he doesn’t like peas. (He's
saysthey’ remushy when cooked.)

Thesguashisalsocomingup, and
if | can keep the catsand dog out of
thevegetabl es, weshould beenjoy-
ing tomatoes, peppers, zucchini,
yellow squash and cornthisseason.

Yum. | lovesummer.

Whlrlwmd dlnlnglotsoffun

We've al had unexpected com-
pany, but what do you do when a
tour busloadedwith professorspops
infor abitetoeat?

If yousmile, andeveryonepitches
in, it can bealot of fun, though1’m
not sure Dan and Shirley Bourquin
will volunteertodoitagainany time
real soon.

Cynthiaand| gottobepart of this
little adventure quite by accident.
We were planning to take Tom
Eblentodinnerin Colby that night.
Tom, who taught journalism and
guided the student-run Daily Kan-
san at the University of Kansasfor
many years, isretired now and does
consultingfor theKansasPressAs-
sociation. He was in town to work
with the staff of the Colby Free
Press.

Tom’swife Jeanne still works at
KU, and she knew that Margey
Fredricks, who runs the annual
Wheat State Whirlwind tour, was
bringing her crew into Colby for the
night. Why not join them? Tom
asked.

To two old KU alums, that
seemed likeapretty goodidea. The
tour servesasanintroductiontothe
statefor new faculty and staff, many
of whom come from states (even
countries) far away fromour plains.

We' dhaddinner withthegroupa
couple of yearsago, and found that
you get to meet some interesting
peoplethat way, plusDon Steeples.
Steeples, professor of geophysics,
vice provost and old pal of Jim
Reeves of Oberlin, is, | swear, at
every KU tour and dinner. At least
al theones| goto.

Anyway, Tom looked at the
schedule and said we should be at
Bourquins' Old Depot Restaurant
down by I-70 alittle before 6:30 to
meet the bus.

Wewalkedinabout 6:15andtold
Shirley Bourquin we were thereto
meet the KU group.

A look that may havebeen horror
crossed her face.

AlongtheSappa

schayn%@nwkansascom)

By SteveHaynes

“No,” shesaid,“| think that’ ssup-
posed to be Thursday.”

Tomlooked puzzled. I’'msurewe
did, too, but we didn’t know any-
thing, sowejustwent alongwiththe

“1"'m pretty sureit’stoday,” he
said.

Shirley went for her file, pulling
out a contract that said Thursday.
Tom tried to call Jeanne. Shirley
kept checking her file.

About that time, Todd and Mel-
issaStramel of Colby walkedinand
askedinnocently enoughwherethe
KU groupwas. Médlissa, apharmacy
graduate, now works part-time for
KU. She' d heard about thetour and
invited them to dinner at her place,
but Margey instead invited the
coupletojointhebigfeast at Bour-
quins.

I looked out thewindow and spot-
ted somethinglargeandred coming
up the drive, past the RV park and
campground the Bourquinsrun.

“Y oumay beright about that con-
tract,” | said, “but there’ satour bus
coming up theroad.”

That sort of galvanized theplace.
As 53 professors, instructors and
administrators unloaded and wan-
deredin, Margey found Shirley and
gotthenews: Thecrew, thefood, the
hospitality, all set for Thursday.

Of course, itwasTuesday. Weall
knew that.

Not toworry, Margey said: “We
cangotoPizzaHut.”

No, said Dan Bourquin.

“Wewanttotakecareof you, and
we need the business.”

Heand Tomand Shirley huddled.

They started a plan in motion.
Margey quickly explainedwhat was
happening and everyone moved to
thekitchen or thedining room.

I’m not sure exactly what hap-
pened next. Theimportant thingwas
that they broke out the bar, anc
started selling wine and beer to the
thirsty crew, who' d been onthebus
touring Kansas for two days
straight. That settled things down
while Shirley, whao's pert picture
appearson Bourquins' posters anc
brochures, got a few volunteers
working inthekitchen.

Everyonepitchedin. Wehad pro-
fessors hawking beer and Shakes-
peare scholars tending bar. Deans
waited tablesand controllersmixed
salad.

| don’ t know where Shirley founc
it all — | think they must have &
deep, deep freezer — but ribs anc
chickenand pieplateafter pieplate
of scall oped potatoesappeared, got
cooked, plated and delivered to the
tables.

Todd Stramel, though not a KU
grad — he went to some other uni-
versity, thento Washburnlaw —got
intothespirit, running beer andwine
to the dining room.

Melissawas in the kitchen. | fi-
nally grabbed Margey Fredrickson,
sat her down and said, “Eat your
salad. It'sgood for you.”

Andthemultitudewasfed. Well,
in fact, and that’ s nothing against
PizzaHut, mind you.

Soif yougotoBourquinsfor sup-
per this month, you'll get a good
meal. But be niceand don’t say the
word BUSaround Shirley.

OberlinluckytohaveTheGateway
L etter totheEditor

TotheEditor:
Wewouldlikeeveryonetoknow
what agreat timewehadin Oberlin
at our grandson’ swedding .
We are always amazed at how

great building in Oberlin to have

wanted everyoneto know how spe-

friendly thepeopleinOberlinare. It \yeqding receptionsin. The Gate- cial Oberlinis.

issuch aniceplaceto visit.
You are so lucky to have such a

way was comfortable, and cool.
We had a wonderful time and

Harold and Betty Wiltfong
Norton



