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Eventsof Yesteryear

~

ByJody Betts )

125YEARSAGO —June 1881

Texas ponies are flooding the
country, and the supply of Texas
itchwhichusually followsmay rea-
sonably be expected.

OnMonday evening, thiscounty
was visited by a splendid rain ac-
compani ed with some hail, though
not sufficient to do any material
damage. One peculiarity of the
stormduringthecontinuanceof the
hail, which came first and lasted
about 15minutes, not adropof rain
fell with it — something that the
“oldestinhabitant” never witnessed
here or elsewhere. The hail was
large; somebeing picked upweigh-
ingashighas13ounces. Consider-
able wind accompanied the rain,
which commenced about the time
the hail ceased.

Our citizens are grading Penn
Avenueanddiggingdrainstocarry
the water off, and soon the mud
holes on our streetswill be athing
of the past.

100 YEARSAGO —June 1900

Cherriesareripeand afair crop.
Hardly asmany aslast year.

Hooker defeated Bethel inaball
game Saturday 10-6. Lem Gillette
pitched for Hooker and Renne
Barnes caught. Harry Heaton and
George Wonderly were the Bethel
battery.

AntonH. Andersonand Sarah S.
Thoren were married by Judge
Patchin at his office on June 19,
1906.

A man by the name of Frasier
made the run from Denver to
Goodlandin 15 and one-half hours
inan automobile.

Thesteepleof theBaptist Church
was burned Saturday; supposed to
havebeen set onfireby the Japanese
lanterns the young folks used the
evening before.

75YEARSAGO —June1931

Saturday morning Elmer Ham-
per, 34, accompanied by his
brother, Melvin, and his own son,
11, drove to what is called “Rock
Hill” two miles east of Traer to get
aload of sand. A small sand pitis
located there beneath a ledge of
sandstonerock, and neighborshave
been in the habit of going therefor
sand. A rain the night before had
possibly softenedtherock structure
and when Mr. Hamper began
scooping, therock ledgegaveway.
His brother and son succeeded in
pulling him out fromunder thepile
of rock and the Griffith ambulance
and Dr. Brewster were called, but
hisinjurieswere so seriousthat he
died Tuesday night.

Bert Ewingleft what issupposed
to be ameteorite at this office. He
plowed it up onthe northeast quar-
ter of section 12inOlive Township
shortly after alarge meteorite was
seentofall inthat neighborhoodin
1898.

A circus, under the direction of
Billy O’'Toole, Raymond
Lippelmann and Darrell Landau,
was given on the J. E. Kulp lawn

from 3 to 5 on Tuesday afternoon.
Of particular interest wastheenter-
tainment of Billy’s accomplished
goat, Nellie.

L ester Plottschased acoyoteinto
aholeinhisfather’ spasturethefirst
of theweek and then dug out three
young wolves. Lots of fun and the
$3 bounty partly paysfor thework
of digging.

We are glad to report that little
Elma Cramer, who has had scarlet
fever, is much improved and will
soon be able to escape from the
quarantine.

A group of Campfire girls went
outtoBrookwood Park near Selden
Monday morning for aweek’ sout-
ing in the park. Mrs. Ned Coldren
and Pear| Pearson accompaniedthe
girls: Naomi Griffith, Vyonee and
Gladys Raymond, Lorraine Love,
Alice Coldren, Norene Steele,
Norma L ouise Benton, Mildred
Morton, Ellen Francis, Fairy
Wickham, Pauline Johnson, Irene
Sedustine, Margaret Bishop and
MaxineMcKenzie.

Norcatur: Ray Stapp was seri-
ouslyinjuredinafall fromarailroad
bridgeat Norton Saturday evening.
AccordingtotheNorton Telegram,
hewasenrouteto KansasCity with
acarload of cattle, and when the
freight train stopped in the yards
west of Norton for switching, he
stepped off the caboose into space
not knowingthefreight had stopped
onthetrestleand fell 15to 20 feet.
Itwassaid aruptured spleenisone
of the rarest cases encountered by
themedical professionandwasthe
first caseseenherein 25years. His
many friendswill be glad to know
that he isimproving at the Norton
Hospital.

50YEARSAGO — June 1956

Purchase of two building sitesin
Decatur county has been an-
nounced by Bob Haney, manager of
Southwestern Bell Telephone Co.
InOberlin, thesitepurchasedisthe
west 60feet of thelotswheretheold
livestock sale barn is being razed.
At Dresden, the company pur-
chased a 140-by-75 foot lot adja-
cent tothe present tel ephonebuil d-
ing. Itmay well beassumedthat the
purchases will be for buildings to
house the equi pment necessary for
achange-over tothedial system.

Funeral services were held in
Wichitafor aformer Oberlin den-
tist, Dr. Harry Cevely, 75. Heissur-
vived by his wife, Bertha, two
daughters, Mrs. Cordelia Groves,
Burbank, Calif.; Miss Margaret
Cevely, KansasCity, Mo., and two
sons, Francisof Sacramento, Calif,
and Cordette of Northridge, Calif.
He was head of the Wichita-
Sedgwick County Health Dept. at
thetime of hisdeath.

Pastor andMrs. Wilbur T. May of
Rochester, Minn., left June 2 from
New Y ork City for Bombay, India,
where hewill returnto hismission
fieldin Travancore. Accompanying
themishissister, Lois, who plans
tovisitamonthin Indiabeforere-

turning the States where she has
accepted a new teaching position
thisfall in Orange, Calif. Mr. and
Mrs. Theo May are the parents of
Wilbur and LoisMay.

Court House News: Probate
JudgeGeorgeNellansissuedamar-
riagelicenseto Raymond Dwayne
Jones and Elizabeth Ann Portschi
on June 5, and they were married
June 17 at the Evangelical and Re-
formed Churchin Herndon.

The sale of Hjalmer Alstrom’s
50-acre junk yard 13 miles south-
west of OberlintotheBisonlron &
Metal Company of Great Bend ap-
pearscertain. Itisexpectedthat the
junk shippedeast will betakenfrom
the yard by truck to Oberlin and
shipped ontheChicago, Burlington
and Quincy, while that destined
west will be trucked to Selden and
loadedontheRock Islandrails. The
Great Bendfirmisplanningon 120
railroad carsfull with each holding
50-60 tons of baled iron and steel.
Amount of the sale was said to be
$85,000.

John Bremer, prominent Oberlin
attorney and member of the law
firm of Wolfe, Bremer & Meyer,
has been elected vice-president of
the Board of Governors of
Washburn Law School. After
graduating from law school in
1931, he served three terms as
county attorney beforeopening his
law officein 1938.

New Arrivals: Mr. and Mrs.
Eldon Matal, Hays, daughter, June
12, JannaRae; Mr. and Mrs. Keith
Pickett, daughter, Rhonda Marie,
June 15.

A former Norcatur resident, Fay
Betts, Anaheim, Calif., died June19
of leukemia. Heissurvived by his
wife, Helen, andtwo children, Ann,
20, and Steven, 11. L ocal relatives
who attended the funeral services
were J.R. Betts, James Betts and

MissLulaBetts.

25YEARSAGO —June 1981

Decatur County commissioners
received apreliminary study from
architect Ralph Keller on a pro-
posed expansionfortheLong Term
Care facility and Good Samaritan
Center. Keller noted that 21.2 per-
cent of the local population is 65
years of age or above compared to
thestateaverageof 12.96. Headded
that local facilities continue to run
at 98 percent occupancy and havea
longwaitinglist.

TheBurlington Northernhasno-
tified the Rock Island trustee of its
intention to extend service from
Phillipsburg west to Burlington,
Colo., until the first of next year.
Mid-StatesPort Authority and Kan-
sasofficialsaresupportingtheB-N
|ease agreement.

Thelone bid for construction of
stadium bleachersin USD 294 was
rejected by school board members.

Herndon: A surprise party hon-
ored Tim Malone, who is retiring
from the postal service after 41
yearsand 11 monthsof service.

Eric Brown, sonof Mr. and Mrs.
GeorgeBrown, recently graduated
from the U.S. Coast Guard Acad-
emy inNew London, Conn.,andis
visiting in Oberlin with his grand-
mother, llaLandau.

The Most Rev. Daniel W.
Kucera, Bishop of Salina, has an-
nounced the appointments of the
Rev. Kenneth Lohrmeyer and the
Rev. Daryl Olmstead to the team
ministry of northwestern Kansasof
the Roman Catholic Church effec-
tive July 1. They will join Father
William Surmeier and Sister Bar-
bara Ellen Apaceller in the team-
ministry work which has served
parishesinL ogan, Densmore, New
Almelo, Leoville, Selden and
Oberlinsince 1975.

Let’'sGototheM useum

By Sharleen Wurm

Our numbers for May visitors
were down alittlefrom past years,
but | am surethat will pick up. Our
guestscamefrom 19different states
and the countries of Japan and Fin-
land.

Thestatesrepresentedwere: 111i-
nois, Pennsylvania, Virginia, Colo-
rado, Kansas, Connecticut, New
Hampshire, Oregon, Texas, Wis-
consin, Maine, California, lowa,
North Carolina, Nebraska, Rhode
Island, Missouri, and Idaho.

Interesting research uncovered
that HelenK ansasParker, daughter
of Col. and Mrs. L.G. Parker mar-
ried Col. Roy C. Kirtland on Nov.
3, 1913. Helen's half-sister was
Mrs.D.G. Addleman. TheKirtland
Air Force Base of Albuquerque,
N.M., wasnhamedfor Colonel Roy.
Ithasbeenreadlly funsharinginfor-
mation with the historian for the
base.

We still have on display in the

Museum office the high school
graduating composite pictures for
the years 1904 to 1938. Some of
them are missing pictures of class
members. Those that are missing:
Classof 1917, Willard Geiger and
Perry Slocum; Classof 1923, Harry
Lytle; Classof 1924,

Ivan Keaton; Classof 1930, L o-
gan Plottsand Gilbert Olson; Class
of 1931, Alice Eiler and Merlin
Zimmerman; Class of 1934, Jack
Johnston; Class of 1937, Mamie
Garver, Tom Townsend, Lloyd
Woolley, Robert Johnston, Leola
Thomas, Richard Shorey, Donald
Thornburg, John Walker, and
Herbert May; and Class of 1938,
JuneHenry and DeloresWoodside.

Our goal isto havethem framed
so that they will be preserved.

If you have a picture of any of
thosethat areonthemissinglistwe
would appreciate a copy so that it
can beincluded in the composite.

Good Samar itan Center

Thisweek, in honor of Father’s
Day, activities were planned with
the gentlemenin mind.

OnMonday weput out the* Gone
Fishin’® sign, loaded up Doris
Miller, EdlaOlson, Everett Fisher,
Harold Demmer, David M cGeeand
Walt Mosier alongwithvolunteers
Zane Geis, Serena Stacy, Pastor
Keith, Bobby and Beth Reuther to
head to Norton Lake for a day of
fishin’ fun. Wehardly got unpacked
beforethe poleswerein the water.
We could see fish jumping every-
where, just waiting for the worm
and minnow lunch we were about
to castinto thewater.

First Everett had anibble on his
line, then David, then Doris. My
goodness, you should haveseenthe
struggle, the biggest fish you ever
did see. Unfortunately, thefish got
away, takingitslunchwithit. (How
was that for a“fish story?”) Actu-
ally, Serenawas the only one to
catch afish, a 15-inch largemouth
bass. She was soo00 excited, until
she learned whoever catches it,
cleansit! ZaneGeisquickly became
the sole owner of theday’ scatch.

Garden Club members Jeanette
Conway, Irel Lohoefener, Mary
Lemman, Hazel Flaska, Pauline
Zander and Eva Cuthbertson
weeded the front patio flower bed
on Tuesday. What abeautiful morn-
ing to be outside listening to the
birdsand soakinginsomesunshine.

DennisBrown of theForget-Me-
Nots brought one of the residents’
favorite afternoon snacks, fresh
vegetablesand cheeseand crackers,

onWednesday. Nobody stayshome
when Dennisshowsup.

OnFriday morning, Pastor Keith
Reuther baked astrawberry rhubarb
pie to share with the guys during
Men’s Coffee. Everett Fisher,
Harold Demmer, Pooch Portschy,
Elwood Bailey, Walt Mosier and
Swede Unger came to judge his
bakingendeavor andall gaveitabig
thumbs up.

Later during Social Hour, the
STAR Ministry hosted car races
and served root beer floatsto more
than 30 residents and staff. Junior
volunteers Bethany Smith and
SerenaStacy startedtheraces, each
choosing aremote control car and
placing it at the starting line. “On
your mark, get set, go!” They were
off! And they were —way off, out
of their lanes and off the track, be-
tween and under wheel chairs and
couches. Among the sgueals and
laughter, cheering and advice, the
cars zipped thisway and that. The
residentswith themost driving ad-
viceweregiventhecontrolsfor the
second heat, and found out it’ s not
aseasy asit looks. Everyone had a
great time, and aseveryoneheaded
home there were still a couple of
residents, Everett Fisher and Dor-
othy Pryor, who lingered behind
trying to makethose carsgo where
they intended.

Wecel ebrated Father’ sDay with
abarbecue lunch on Saturday. The
men and their guests (42) were
served a hearty meal of barbecue
pork sandwiches, baked beans, po-
tato salad, watermelon and ice

cream bars. After lunch the ladies
joined usto hear Bill Harper of St.
Francis entertain with smooth
country and gospel songs. He and
his wife, Sandy, with daughter
Megantravel all over to sharetheir
music. Wewill invitethemback for
a Concert in the Courtyard, and
whenwedoyouwon’twanttomiss
it! Our first concert will be July 24
at 7 p.m.featuringtheOberlinArea
Concert Band, so mark your calen-
dars.

The Adopt-a-Grandparent pro-
gramwill bestartinginJuly. If you
wouldliketobeapart of that, please
call Lisa Stacy for more informa-
tion.

Until next week, remember “In
Christ’s Love Everyone is Some-

one.”

Recent guests. Swede Unger -
Jon, Ana and Spencer Wishon;
Hazel Flaska - Charles and Cleta
Morgan of Brighton, Colo.;
Pauline Zander - LeonaHarmes;
Eva Bryan - Rick and Elizabeth
Fahrenheur, Blake, Paige, Reilly
and Reid of Hastings, Neb., Morgan
Jansonius, DettaAnderson; Marie
McChesney - Shay McChesney;
Kathryn Post - Molly Jansonius;
DorisMiller - Dr. Boband Nadine
Simpson of Pleasant Hill, Tennes-
see; L ucy Schissler - LeeSchissler
of Houston; Har old and Eleanore
Demmer - J.R.and CaroleUnger of
Yuma, Colo.; DorisMarintzer -
Bud, Vicky and Anita Mumm of
Gem.

Selden News

ByJacqueBoultinghouse

Birthdays and anniversaries:
June 22 - Dan Bainter, Renee
Ochsner; June 24 - Marlee
MeK enng; June25- Adam Sabatka,
Grant Spresser, Hailee Spresser;
June 26 - Marla Rogers, Jennifer
Hickert, Zach Spresser, Terry and
Gloria Goscha; June 27 - Carrie
(Spresser) Turnbull.

A correctiontoanerror fromlast
week: Dan and Annette Spresser’s
anniversary isJune 15, rather than
Dan and Del ores Juenemann.

On June 15 at Senior Citizens,
Edna Schiltz won high, Cecelia
Ottley took second, Julie Pope got

low and Jeanie Spresser had the
most kings. Other memberspresent
included Lola Cook, Carol Shaw,
AnnaAlbers, Alfred Albers, Leone
Porsch, Shirley Emigh and Betty
James.

Kids softball has started. Every
Wednesday at theball park, ages4-
6 play at 6:30, 7-9 play at 7:30, and
at 8:30 10 and up play. For more
information call Shirley Emigh.

() (e

Cedar LivingNews

Mildred Grafel isanew resident
at Cedar Living Center.

Betty Hardenwasthebigwinner
at penny cards on Monday after-
noon. Myrna Jones and Mary Ann
Amack |ed the sing-along time be-
fore supper on Monday afternoon.

Fern Moore hosted the reading
group on Tuesday morning.

Mildred Tacha and Freida
Matheny tied for thefirst bingo on
Tuesday afternoon. Hank Wolfram
won the blackout game.

DennisBrown of theForget-Me-
Notsservedtreatsfoll owingbingo.
He was assisted with serving by
bingovolunteersAnnMartin, Jerry
Temple, Opal Huntley, Alice
Shirley, and llaRay.

Pastor Charlotte Strecker-
Baseler of Faith Lutheran Church
gave the monthly communion ser-
vice on Tuesday afternoon.

Juanita Williby played pinochle
with Don Shaw, Frank and Velda
Ward, and ZolaBrownonWednes-
day afternoon. Stuart Euhus gave
the Bible study |esson on Wednes-
day afternoon.

Father Georgebrought commun-
ion for the Catholic residents on
Thursday morning.

JuneHarold, Paul Sass,andTillie
Diederichwerethe honored guests
at theJunebirthday party heldinthe
dining room on Thursday after-
noon. Myrna Jones provided the
entertainment. The dietary depart-
ment donated thepiesfor theparty.

Themen of Cedar Living Center
were treated to a special lunch
served at noon on Friday onthepa-
tio. The men feasted on a buffet
which included brats, sauerkraut,
homemade bread, and a salad bar.

Those attending included Frank
Ward, Dell Pomeroy, Hank Wol-
fram, Don Thomas, Lowell
Sebaugh, Paul Sass, Don Sulzman,
Kayo Sattler, Charley Vavroch,
MervinBabineaux, Don Shaw, and
Loyl Wilson.

The baking group made choco-
late sour cream cookies on Friday
afternoon.

TheOberlinCommunity Fellow-
ship was in charge of the Sunday
worship service.

Thegospel singinggroup* Faith,
Hope, and Charity,” under the di-
rection of Ron Temple, gaveapro-
gram on Sunday afternoon.

Recent visitors: Curtis anc
Connie Meixner, Arkansas City;
Larry and Sandy Wolfram, Liberal;
Ann Martin, Frank Cox, Herndon;
Jerry Temple, JaniceO’ Hare, Linde
Hunt, Norcatur; Doyle and Kay
Brown, Jennings; Bill Sulzman,
Colorado Springs; Mary Lou
Schroer, Denver; Lillian Sulzman,
Dresden; Harold Sulzman, Carolyn
Miller, Mandy and Carmel Sum-
mers, Colby; Jay and KarenWilson,
Great Bend; David and Merlin
Diederich, Brighton, Colo.; Agnes
Roberts, Randy Matheny,
McCook; Richard and Bernadine
Samson, Ludell; John and Julie
Geisinger, Rick and Tammy Shaw,
Earl Brown, Selden; LIoyd Harden,
Goodland; Rose and Shakie
Domsch, Atwood;

OrlinBeneda, ElvinBeneda, Ellz
Betts, Phyll Cramer, Butch
Diederich, LyleGamblin, Karolyn
Muirhead, Opal and EldonHuntley,
Ila Ray, Alice Shirley, Roxie
Pomeroy, Marie Jean Vavroch,
SandraY oung, Oberlin.

Midway News

ByMaryLou Olson

Thenew summer scheduleat the
Herndon Covenant Churchwill be-
gin on Sunday with worship ser-
vicesat 9:30a.m. Thecongregation
will then go to the Atwood Good
Samaritan Center for aserviceat 11
am.

Rayne Dawnelle, 6-month-old
daughter of Brad and Angie
Erickson, was baptized during
morning worship serviceson Sun-
day at the Oberlin United M ethod-
ist Church. The Rev. Doug Hasty
officiated.

A family Father’ sDay dinnerfol-
lowed at the Brad Erickson home.
Otherspresent weretheir sons, Re-
gentand Tabor Erickson; JaneK eck
and Renell Bell, Morgan and
Lauren, Colby; and Ron and
Marlene Erickson, Rexford. Their
son, Brett Keck, was unable to at-
tend as heis serving with the U.S.
Army in South Korea.

Curtisand DawnelleHeim, Karli,
Kelsi and Christopher of Tucson,
Ariz., arevisitingher parents, Chris
and Sherri Schmidt. Additional
Father’ sDay dinner guests at their

home on Sunday were Danace
Maloney, Clae, Jordanand Kainin,
and her fiance, T.C. McDonald,
Colby; and LeRoy and Daisy
Schmidt.

Gary Anderson entertained with
asupper on\Wednesday tohonor his
niece, Samantha Anderson, on her
13th birthday. Also present were
Richard and Maureen Anderson,
Chris and Gabe, and Elden and
Detta Anderson.

Joel and Abby Krause and
Gracelyn of Princeton, Texas, vis-
itedfrom Tuesday to Thursday with
her grandparents, Wesley and
Eulaine Benda, as well as Gerald
and Peatti Benda, andMark and Bar-
baraOlson and family.

Father’ sDay dinner guestsof J.R.
and Carrol Ginther wereHarlananc
NaidaGinther of Atwood.

Sunday supper guests of Elden
and Detta Anderson for Father’s
Day and a soto honor Elden on his
birthday were Gary Anderson, Ri-
chard and Maureen Anderson,
Samantha, Chris and Gabe, and
Dick and DonnaKelley.
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Last 2006 Quest Loaded Save 6,000 off MSRP
New ‘06 Titan as low as ¢19,904 after ¢2750 Customer Cash

(Black Base XE 4 x 2 Titan)

2006 Nissan Altima 2.5 Lease starts at 4199 per wmonth
(That is a base with ¢2440 due at signing * tax and fees)

Program Sentras Special Buy as low as #10,999

Used Cars starting as low as 44999 with only
43K on it 1998 Ford Controur 61 V6

Stock 696603 A

3115 S. Kansas « Topeka, Kansas
785-267-6700 - www.CapNissan.com




