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Not everyonecdebrating
| nter satehighway 50th

You'll read alot this week about celebra-
tionsof the 50th anniversary of theInterstate
highway system, but some of us are not cel-
ebrating.

Thelnterstatesystem, if anything,isamixed
bag. Only about 2 percent of thenation’ sroad
system, it carriesfully 25 percent of the traf-
fic.

Being on that 2 percent can be great for a
town’s economy, but the Interstates have
meant slow death for townsthat aren’t on (or
even closeto) afreeway.

U.S. 36 across northern Kansas is a good
example. Until the 1960s, therewasplenty of
throughtrafficheadedfor Denver onU.S. 36.
|-70 changed al that.

Sincetheopeningof I-70, throughtraffichas
fallentoafractionof whatit oncewas. Except
in towns with other business — Marysville
with itsrailroad center, Belleville with U.S.
81 — hardly a hotel has been built since the
1960s.

Don't talk to people in southeast Kansas
about Interstates. They’ vewaited40yearsfor
good roads since 1-35 went to Wichitarather
than Tulsa. They haven’t got them yet.

Withthecoming of thelnterstates, railroads
lost much valuabletraffic. They hadto close
many branches, forcing heavy grain trucks
ontothestatehighways. Passenger trainsdried
up asmail and peopl e shifted to theroads.

Even along the freeway, prosperity is un-
even. In Salina or Russell or Goodland, old
motelssitindecay and servicestationsintown
are abandoned, even asnew businesscenters
spring up along the freeways.

Crime, violence, drugs and decay ride the
freeways. Drug busts, seizuresof cash, hold-
upsand theftscometo town onthelnterstate.
Other towns seldom see such action, so it
seems, there are benefits to being off the
beaten path.

Economic growth isnot one of them. Slow
times are common along the two-lane roads.
Businessesdon’twanttolocateoff afreeway.
With an Interstate, the rich towns along the
freeway get richer and the poor towns off the
road just get poorer.

No one planned it that way. President
Eisenhower and hisgiddy alliesdoubtlesssaw
avisionof fast, efficient roadsmoving people
from city tocity.

No one saw the negatives. No one saw the
shift of business, the decline of railroadsand
the changein economic patterns.

No one much cared, either. Progressis
progress. New isnew.

Thereisno way the state can build afree-
way to every town. There’'s not enough tax
money to build them, not enough truckstofil
themif they were built. But there ought to be
something the state and federal governments
can do for the communities that were collat-
eral damageto thisprogress.

Kansas, slowly, ispushing better roadsinto
the southeast. The southwest still lacks even
four-laneexpresswaysonU.S.50andU.S. 54.
Northern Kansashasno four-lanesat all.

L et them celebrate down on1-70.

We' vegot our peaceand quiet.

But it would beniceto have somejobs, too.

—SeveHaynes

Drivinghardinblindingrain

Asmy mother usedto say, it was
raining “pitch forks and hammer
handles.”

| work late Thursday evenings. It
was about 10:30 p.m. when | was
drivinghomelastweek inapouring
rain.

The lightning was so sharp, so
close and so frequent that | was al-
most blinded. Coupled with the
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Out Back
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heavy rain, | couldn’t see theroad.

Even on high speed, the wipers
couldn’t keep up. | was driving by
watching the white line on the op-
positesideof theroad. Inasituation
likethat, you can’t stop onthehigh-
way. Y ou’ reinworsedanger of be-
ing rear-ended.

Asl creptalong, somethingdidn’t
look quiteright. | saw thedim glow
of alight ontheleft sideof theroad.
| knew that fromtherailroad tracks
east of our town to the turnoff into
our little village there are no farm-
steadsontheleft side. | had overshot
theroad into town!

There' s only one thing dumber
than stopping on the highway in a
blindingrainstorm, andthat’ sback-
ing up onthe highway. What' sthat
old saying? Something about God

protecting childrenandfools. Any-
way, that’ swhat | countedonas| put
thecar inreverse.

| foundtheroad and slidto astop
in front of our house. By thetimel
ran the distance from the car to the
house, | was soaked.

My husband looked up from the
television and said, “Glad you’'re
home. | wasjust about ready tocome
looking for you.”

Well, hewouldn’t havefound me.
Because | wasn't where | was sup-
posed to be.

—ob—

For the most part, my family is
disgustingly healthy. But when
something does show up, it's a
doozy. In the span of one week, a
brother and anephew wereboth di-

agnosed with cancer. Thisis my
brother Don’s third go-round and
my nephew Kevin’'s first experi-
ence. Wepray that it will bethelast
for both.

However, if anyone needs ales-
son in “positive attitude,” they
shouldsignupfor aclasswiththese
two. They both have put all their
confidence in their medical treat-
ment and all their faithin God.

(From theBibI@
\_ J

Afool utterethall hismind:
butawisemankeepethitintill
afterwards.

Proverbs29: 11

Jenningswor kstogether for sale
L etter totheEditor

TotheEditor:

Well done, Jennings! Onceagain
thecommunity of Jenningsworked
together. The sale of the Jennings
School contentstook all the help of
dozensof residents, community and
family membersto get thejobdone.

Jennings had aschool from 1880

t02006. Now that chapter hasclosed

andanew oneisopenedwiththebus

company coming to Jennings.
Thank you to all who have sup-

ported the school and the commu-
nity for all theseyears.

LilaJennings

Jennings
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Evicted cat Ieav&sopen invitati on

Frank isahousecat.

He' sjust surehe’ sahousecat, not
agaragecat.

That’s why he's almost impos-
sibleto keep out of the house.

With four cats in the house,
though, the last thing we needed is
another cat. However, whenwegot
the plaintive call from our son, we
couldn’t say no.

Frank was being evicted and
needed ahome.

Frank isour son’ scat, roommate
andfriend. When hecomeshometo
visit, so does Frank.

However, Frank has devel oped
some bad habits over the past six
months and son’s landlord has de-
creedhimtobefelinisnongratis—
he' s being kicked out of the apart-
ment.

So, wheredoall my childrenturn
whenthey needtopark acat or cats?
Mom and Dad’ shouse, of course.

Steve agreed to take Frank for a
coupleof monthssince our sonwill
be moving soon and the new land-
lord doesn’t know about Frank’s
poor bathroom habits— yet.

However, since we already have
acat overpopulation problem with
ourtwo catsandhissisters' pair,and
because of Frank’s spraying prob-
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lem, Frank would havetoliveinthe
garage.

Thisisn't exactly a death sen-
tence. Thegarageisroomy withlots
of lounging and hiding spots. It has
anicecat door, wekeepthewindow
open and it can be equipped with a
litter box andfood and water dishes.

Frank knowsabout thegarage. He
had to stay there at Thanksgiving
when all the catswerebanned from
the house because daughter’ s boy-
friend, whoallergictocats, wasvis-
iting. (Theboyfriendisthemainrea
sonwehavesodang many catsright
now.)

The garage would not do, Frank
decided. Heisahousecat. Hewould
stay inthe house.

It shardto keep adetermined cat
out. He' s strong, fast and he looks
just like his mother, April Alice, a

pretty yellow tabby whoisallowed
inthe house.

Still wetried. Wetossed him out
several times on Sunday when he
dartedin past our legs.

Monday morning, | found twa
yellow catslounginginmy kitchen.

| tossed the onethat hissed at me.
April Alicenever hisses.

Tenminuteslater, asl wassitting
at thekitchentable, | reached down
to pet the yellow cat passing my
chair. He hissed at me!

It seemsthat Frank had found an
open basement window and hao
forcedthescreen, creatinganinstant
cat door.

Steve got the basement window
closed. Now all wehavetodoit pick
up yellow catsuntil one hisses.

Thiscouldbealong, catful couple
of months.

Whereisschool basshall team’?

My question is, why there’s no
boys baseball or girl’s fast-pitch
softball at Decatur Community
High School ?

Why no American L egion Base-
ball hereinthesummer for theboys
or girls fast-pitch tournaments?

Itishard for abaseball fan to be-
lieve that the City of Oberlin does
not havean American Legionteam
oragirls fast-pitchteamintoday’s
age.

It has been over 140 years since
baseball, “the American Pastime,”
was invented. Thisis America's
sport, the* national pastime.”

Ever since the migration west-
ward after theAmerican Civil War,
baseball has helped identify towns
and cites across the country. It'sa
tradition here; last year, the June 15
issueof TheOberlinHeraldcarried
a picture of the 1911 Dresden
“mighty nine.”

We must unite as a community
andbring back our summer identity.

The city islooking for ways to
bring in revenue and boost the
economy.

The “If you build it, they will
come” philosophy has worked in
lowa.

If youask me, what Oberlinneeds
todoismakethecity adestination,
not aplacethat peoplepassby onthe
way to St. Joeor Denver.

The city needs to build a good
high school baseball field, for one.

CareVanwi

TotheEditor:

| havebeeninformedthat theCare
Van that has been providing trans-
portation from St. Francisto Hays
isbeing discontinued asof July 1.

| have used it since | moved to
Atwood and have so appreciated it.
It hasbeen soconvenientbeingable
togotoHayswithout havingtodrive
or havesomeonetakemedownand
then pick me up again. If | haveto
stay overnight, which | did many
times, | could go out of Atwood or
Colby and returnto either.

Theconvenienceof beingableto
be picked up at the hospital, and re-
turned either place, hasbeen agod-
sendthat | would havebeenwilling
to pay quite a price for. When |
found out that it cost $5 round trip
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TheJayhaWker
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Get the school district and the rest
of the Northwest Kansas L eague
together and start up leagueplay.

It also needs a fourplex softball
field. Thecity couldthenholdgirls
fast-pitch softball tournamentsin
the summer.

Themain reason my son cameto
Kansasinthefirst placewastoplay
summer American Legionbaseball,
because the caliber of baseball in
Kansas is a step higher than Colo-
rado.

KansashasthetopDivision| jun-
ior collegebaseball programsinthe
nation. All across Kansas, baseball
flourishes except inthe northwest.

Some of the best high school
baseball in the state is within four
hours of Oberlin.

Salinasponsorsoneof thebiggest
American Legion tournamentsin
thenationaround the Fourth of July
eachyear. Teamsfrom Texas, Colo-
rado, Missouri, Oklahoma, Ne-
braska and Kansas compete every
year at theHeart of Americatourna-
ment.

Hutchinson, DodgeCity, Garden
City, Liberal, Newton, Great Bend,
McPherson, Colby and Goodland
put together teams. Why not
Oberlin?

Girls teamsfrom Colorado, Ne-
braska and other areas are always
looking for tournaments to play in
during the summer.

If Oberlin can put on a car show
and have 100 cars, there is no rea-
sonwhy thecity can’tat least get 16
teams to come and play atourna-
ment amonth during the summer.

Oberlinmustre-evaluatewhat its
youth needs. “ Thetimesthey area-
changin’...”,and Oberlinmust step
upor beleft standinginother cities
dust.

We need to push other sports as
wepushwrestling. L ook at Norton.
They arepretty muchgoodinevery
sport.

We haveaSons of the American
L egiongroup. Other townssupport
American Legion baseball, sowhy
can’'twe?

| bediscontinued
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L etter totheEditor

from Atwood and $4.50 from
Colby,  wasinshock andreally felt
privileged to have such aservice.

| was surprised that on many of
my trips | was the only customer
going or coming. Somehow the
messageisn’ t gettingout tothepub-
licthat it isavailable or peoplejust
haven'ttriedit.

With gas at over $2.50 agallon,
and the bus running on diesel, it
wouldbeavery expensivetrip. Why
arethere so few customers?

| feel thisissomethingthat hasnot
beenadvertisedand not gottentothe

many peoplethat could make good
use of thisservice. | do hope some-
thing can bedoneto saveit.

Y ou do need to call Care-Van ¢
day or twoin advancefor pickup at
(800) 227-3969.

Tomeit’sacomfortabletrip and
| enjoy theview. Why not try it?

ElsieBryan
Atwooo

Editor’ sNote: Wehavebeenin-
formed that the person to contact
concerning this service is Ron

(

Honor Roll

Straight at (785) 621-2078.

Welcome and thanksto thesere-
cent subscribersto TheOberlinHer -
ald:

Eileen Hazelbaker, Grangeville,

Idaho; Kenneth Foster, Hampton,
Tenn.; Lance Cpl. Jessica Stritt,
FPO-AP; John Laidig, Holmdel, N.
J.; Dale Dufrene, Harahan, La;

Mrs. Wayne Fisher, Albuquerque,
N.M.; Donald Aschwege, Mesa,
Ariz.; Neil Aschwege, Grand Rap-
ids, Mich.



