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Collegesgnshballplayer

Former Decatur Community
Highbasketball player Egan Grafel
has signed aletter of intent to play
at Northern Illinois University in
DeKalbthisfall.

Grafel, a 6-foot, 8-inch, 225-
pound forward, played for Cloud
County Community College in
Concordiafortwo years.He helped
the Thunderbirds win the 2006
Jayhawk ConferenceWest champi-
onship team.

Grafel appeared in27 gameslast
season, averaging 6.1 points per

gameand3.5re-
bounds despite
playingthrough-
out the season
with aseparated
shoulder.

“He is a
bouncy 6’8"
kid,” said Cloud
County Coach
Kevin Muff.
“He'svery athletic, runs the floor
extremely well and canfaceup and
postupwell. Heisextremely versa-

Egan Grafel

tilefor abig guy, along with being
strong.”

Grafel letteredthreetimesinhigh
school. His senior year he was
namedtothe TopekaJournal Capi-
tol All-State Class 2A Second
Team, averaging 22.7 points-per-
game and 13 rebounds. He was
named to the Salina Journal and
Hays Daily News All-Area teams
andtheWichitaEagleAll-Class2A
squad.

Hewasatwo-timeAll-Northwest
Kansas L eague selection.

Bikesprovidegood exercise

ByJIM MERRIOTT

It' ssummer, andit’ stimetowash
off the old bicycle, buy new inner
tubesand get back in shape.

Besides, just think how muchgas
youwill savebicyclingintown. We
all need exercise, and riding abike
isahealthy lifestyle. Inmany coun-
tries, it'scommon to seethousands
of bicyclists every day riding back
andforthtowork andtodo errands.

Three-wheeledbicyclesdesigned
for older folksareideal for making
trips to the market and are easy to
handleand to pedal.

If you are skeptical, newer bikes
have 25 speedsto makeit aseasy as
walking. Besides, | would much
rather sit down and pedal a bike

—Adult Softball Schedule —

Wednesday-July 12

6 p.m. Freshmenvs. Purple Pack

7 p.m. Rambos vs. Edgerton Auto
8 p.m. Fortins vs. High Plains Vet
9p.m. Paulsvs. LYF

10 p.m. Culliganvs. Lund Covenant

Sunday, July 2

5p.m. Paulsvs. Edgerton Auto
6 p.m. Purple Pack vs. Edgerton

Auto

7 p.m. Paulsvs. Culligan
8 p.m. Fortins vs. Purple Pack

Sunday, July 9

5p.m. Lund Covenantvs. High Plains
6 p.m. Rambos vs. Lund Covenant
7 p.m. Freshmenvs. High Plains Vet
8 p.m. Rambosvs. LYF

acrosstown thanwalk.
BicyclingtheSunflower Statecan
beanenjoyableexperience. Cycling
is one of the healthiest activities
families can do together. The state
has put together a bicycling map
designed to encourage safe bicy-
cling which shows all of the safest
routes. Decatur County isonthelist.
U.S. 36 and U.S. 83 are listed
among the safest routestotravel by
bicycle because of wide shoulders.
Thestatesuggeststhat only expe-
riencedcyclists, 16 yearsandolder,
having avalid driver’ slicense and
several yearsof cyclingexperience,
travel the Kansas State Highway
System.
Beginning adults and younger

9 p.m. Freshmenvs. LYF
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Sunday-July 16

5 p.m. Culligan vs. High Plains Vet
6 p.m. Edgerton vs. Lund Covenant
7 p.m. Fortins vs. Freshmen

8 p.m. Purple Packvs. LYF

9 p.m. Pauls vs. Rambos

riders might begin by riding off-
road trails to gain the skills neces-
sary totravel main highways.

The Kansas Bicycle Guide map
showsrangesof daily trafficvolume
andtheavailability of paved shoul-
dersthreefeet and wider.

For information on attractionsin
the state, call 1-800-2-KANSAS
(800-252-6727), write to Kansas
Travel and Tourism or visit the
websitewww.travelks.com.

Maps are availablefree from the
Bureau of Transportation Planning,
Kansas Department of Transporta-
tion. For information on bicycling
the Sunflower State, e-mail:
bikeped@ksdot.org or call (785)
296-7448.

Run, walk planned in Culbertson

Theannual Fourth of July Coun-
try Mileand 10k Road Raceswill be
Tuesday at the city park in
Culbertson, Neb.

The 10k run/walk beginsat 7:30
am., withregistrationfrom 6:30to
7:20 am. The one-mile road race

begins at 9 am., with registration
from7:45t08:45am.

The Culbertson Fourth of July
paradebeginsat 10 a.m.

Runners and walkers are wel-
come at each race. The 10k course
is6.2 miles, mostly flat and fast on

K-Stategetsrated last
by The Sporting News

ByJIM MERRIOTT

If you' reaKansas State Wildcats
football fan, now isthetimeto com-
plainto The Sporting News.

The St. Louis publication has
picked the Catsto finish last in the
Big 12 under new coach Ron Prince.

Prince hopes to improve on last
year' s5-6 record, 2-6inthe Big 12
conference.

TheWildcatswill belooking for
leadership from quarterback Alan
Evridge (102-213-7, 1,365 yards,
six touchdowns) intheair and Tho-
mas Clayton ontheground (137 at-
tempts, 637 yards, and four touch-
downs).

First-year coach Prince brings
withhimawide-open*West Coast”
offense, which will debut Sept. 2
against Illinois Statein Manhattan.

Prince has hired ex-Tampa Bay
Buccaneers defensive coach
Raheem Morristo design ascheme
tostopthelikesof Texas, Nebraska,
lowa State, Colorado, Oklahoma
State, Missouri and arch-rival Kan-
sas.

Morriswill be defensive coordi-
nator and defensivebackscoach. He
bringsthe Buccaneer phil osophy of
cover 2 and cover 3defense, which
works as half man-to-man coming
off the ball and then releasesinto a
deep zone coverage. K-State fans
must hope they have great safety
coverageto succeed.

Key defensiveplayersinclude:

« Senior right defensive tackle,
Quinton Echals, 6 foot, 2 inches,
305 pounds.

e Sophomore left tackle,
Alphonso Moran, 6-1, 290 (Sport-
ing Newsfreshman All-American).

« Junior left end, junior college
transfer MosesManu, 6-3, 260.

* Senior weak-side linebacker,
Brandon Archer, 6-2, 230.

 Senior linebacker, Maurice
Mack, 6-0, 215.

 Junior free safety, Marcus
Wiatts, 6-2, 180.

Key offensiveplayers:

¢ Sophomore quarterback,

Evridge, 6-1, 210.

* Senior running back, Clayton, 6-
0, 220.

* Junior wide receiver, Jordy
Nelson, 6-3, 210.

* Junior tight end, Rashaad Nor-
wood, 6-5, 240.

Key special team players:

* Senior placekicker, Jeff Snod-
grass, 6-2, 200.

* Senior kick returner, Yamon
Figurs, 6-0, 185.

* Junior punter, Tim Reyer, 6-0,
195.

Top newcomers:

Prince pulled the steal of the re-
cruiting year when he sweet-talked
Grandview, Mo., senior quarter-
back Josh Freeman (Rivals.comNo.
92 overall recruit) to sign with the
Wildcats. Freemanwasexpected to
signwith Nebraska.

Prince was the offensive coordi-
nator at the University of Virginia.
Hisstylebringsabreath of freshair
to the old, stuffy style Coach Bill
Snyder |eft behind.

Itwill beuptoPrincetoconvince
the Wildcatsthat they can compete
forthetitleintheBig 12 Conference
North. Prince’ sstylehaslanded fu-
ture games with the University of
Miami and UCLA. Heistryingto
improve the quality of the product
that hitsthefield, but mustimprove
thecaliber of recruit if theWildcats
hopeto beatop contender.

If K-State can defeat Kansas on
theroad, edgeColoradoat Boul der,
and Princecanfindthemagictode-
feat Nebraska at home, it will be a
successful season. Thereareal ot of
holes to fill. He must figure a way
toexciteand motivatethedemoral -
ized Catsfromlast year.

Inthepast 111years, K-Statehad
only 35winningseasonsinfootball,
but 11 have been since 1991.

Sporting News Northern picks:
(1) Nebraska, (2) lowa State, (3)
Missouri, (4) Kansas, (5) Colorado,
and (6) Kansas State.

My pick: fifth, record (6-6); pos-
siblebowl game.

pavedroads. Theone-milecourseis
runonthefirst part of the 10k course.
Bagels, fruit, drinks, finishingmed-
als, and tank tops will be provided
to participants. Trophies will be
giventothetopfinisherineachage
division.

Costtoenteris$20for the10k and
$15for the mile. Registrationswill
be accepted the day of theraces.

Topre-register, gotowww.coun-
trymilelOk.com or call Susan at
McCook Community Hospital at
(308) 345-8550.

WHEN YOU
HAVE A
BACKYARD
THIS WIDE
OPEN, IT’S
EASY TO FIND
THE RIGHT

VACATION.

The perfect

vacation is right
here in Kansas.
Visit the all new
TravelKS.com
to learn all there
is to see and do.
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People in Our Community

Mary Lou Olson, society editor mlol son@nwkansas.com)
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Marie McKisson and her sister,
Carol Jean Barkley of Dallas, spent
the past two weeks in San Diego,
visiting Mrs. Barkley’ sson, Mich-
ael Barkley. Enrouteto California,
they spent thenightwith Lowell and
Sundi Harp in Silt, Colo., and also
visited Baron Ferguson and friend,
Willow, in Rifle, Colo. En route
homethey spentanightwith Duane
andPhyllisBerry inGrand Junction,
Colo.

Kit and Johnny Herman of Cope,
Colo., visitedlast Tuesday withtheir
cousin, Luetta Pollnow. They all
had lunch at the home of Sam and
Diana Steinmetz.

Mildred Holmdahl and her
daughters, Janeil Jensen of Oberlin
and Janet Vermillion of El Dorado,
returned home last Monday from
Mechanicsburg, Pa., wherethey vis-
ited 10 dayswiththeir daughter and
sister, Jean AnnHengst. OnJunel?,
they attended the wedding of her
daughter, Tracy Hengst, and Joshua
Hinkle.

Michelle Tackett, Macey, Kim-
berly and Kenyan of Warrensburg,
Mo., visitedfrom Friday toMonday
with her grandmother, Fern Jording.
Additional guestsfrom Saturday to
Tuesday werePhil andMarj Law of
Lakewood, Colo.

—Elect Mar ciaL ohoefener 1st
Dist. Commissioner.adv.Marcia
L ohoefener, treas.

Gail and Kay Marcuson were
houseguests of Julie and Mark
Hubbard of L akewood, Colo.,from
June 21 to 26. Additional house-

guests at the Hubbard home were
Brad, Elaine, Sarah and Jared
Marcuson of Oberlin and Leslie
Marcuson of Topeka. They all at-
tended the wedding of Natalie
Newcom and Drew Zalkin of New
Y ork City on Saturday. Thebrideis
the daughter of Chuck and Diane
Newcom of Denver and grand-
daughter of the Gail Marcusons.

Phil Erickson, who recently lost
hishomeinafire, hasmoved tothe
home of the late Odene Koehler at
310 W. Ash, which he has pur-
chased.

Kevinand SueRenk of Plainville
spent Saturday with her mother,
Elaine Bryan.

SandraAllen of Littleton, Colo.,
brought her mother, NoraBearley,
to Oberlin on Friday after she had
visited with her and her husband,
Jim Allen, for two weeks. Addi-
tional Sunday dinner guests were
Larry and Judy Bearley, Oakley;
Jessica Luck and Corbin, Wichita;
and Jerry and Montine Alstrom.

Elmer Forbes and his daughter,
Jolene Zumdahl, of Spokane,
Wash., came Wednesday and are

spending aweek visiting Dick anc
LindaWeber.

Helen Riepl of Cimarron accom-
panied WandaPierceto Oberlin on
Monday. Mrs. Riepl visited her sis-
ters, Cecil Hess and Mary L ou
Olson, and Mrs. Pierce visited her
daughter and family, Jennifer anc
Thaniel Monaco.

CharleneBarber of Hays, but for-
merly of Oberlin, ishospitalizedin
Wichita. Mail will reach her at Vie
Christi Rehab Center, Lady of
Lourdes, 1151 Rock Road, room
3015, Wichita, Kan., 67206-1262.

Winning highs in pinochle at
Golden Age Center the past week
were Veanna Carman, Max Car-
man, WilmaMay, Dewaine Stapp,
Donna Kent and Doris Gilbert.
Lowswent to Doris Gilbert, Floyd
Edgett, Donna Kent, Aleen Van
Vleet, Helena Bruggeman, Henry
Edgettand WilmaMay. Pitch highs
werewon by Aleen Van Vleet and
Floyd Edgett with lows going to
Dorothy Moore and Henry Edgett.
Bridge winners were Charlotte
Meints and Beth Sebaugh. There
will beopenbridgeat 1 p.m. Thurs-

day.

Spring spraying morecostly

The Decatur County noxious
weed director told commissioners
Junel3 he wants to do away with
cost sharing on chemicals for the
spring sinceit is cheaper and more
effectiveto spray inthefall.

Director Gaylen Huntley said it
costs around $7,000 to do the cost

sharing in the spring and arounc
$1,000inthefal.

In other business, the commis-
sioners met Tom Mullen, who has
been working part-time in the
appraiser’ soffice, hel pingwith date
collecting.

1997 Gad DeVille D’Elegance

duliiac soucours

201 East B Street

*4,900

— @D —

1998 Dodge Garavan

2,900

CHEVROLET - BUICK - PONTIAC - CADILLAC

McCook, Nebraska

345-3500

800-456-5046



