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By KIMBERLY DAVIS

A McCook engineering firm told the
Oberlin City Council at itsmeeting Thurs-
day night that the city needsto build a$3.7
million water treatment facility, but the
council put off adecision.

The council has been talking about hav-
ing to put in awater treatment facility for
years because the governemet keepstight-
eningthestandardsfor drinkingwater. The
treatment plant would be able to treat for
arsenic and uranium, for which severa of
the city’ swellsare over the standards.

Until acoupleof yearsago, therewereno
federal standards for uranium or arsenic.

ity may n
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Now, with tighter rules, thisissomething
that thecity will haveto do and pay for, of -
ficiassay.

The plan showed that a plant could cost
homeowners $20 or more per month, but
engineerssaidthat could godownif thecity
canget stateor federal grants. Definitenum-
berswere not discussed.

Thaniel Monaco and Chris Miller with
Miller and Associates, thefirmwhich does
most of the city’s work, talked with the
council about the condition of Oberlin’s
water and the possibilitiesfor treatment.

The men recommended a coagulation
plant with acontact clarifier andfiltration,
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whichwould cost $3,678,500.

Thestatesaidyestothere-drillingof well
No. 10 becausethey knew that the city was
moving towards treatment, said Mr. Mo-
naco.

Well No. 11, by the old bowling alley,
won't be in the treatment plan because it
meetsfederal limitsfor arsenic, nitratesand
uraniumby itself. Mr.Monacosaiditwould
takeanother blending pipetoget No.11into
thetreatment plant. Thecity putinablend-
ing pipein 2002, but it hasnever been used
to blend water.

The nitrate level in the water is below
minimumonall thewellsthecity uses, said

Mr. Monaco, but there is a problem with
uranium and arsenic.

Mr. Monaco said theengineerslooked at
everything to see what treatment system
wouldwork best, how thewater would mix
and at what flow rate.

The city’ sfuturewell, No. 13, whichis
the old irrigation well, may be the highest
inuranium at 113 partsper billion, hesaid.

Thereareseveral treatment alternatives,
hesaid, including ion exchange, lime soft-
ening, reverseosmosi sand coagul ationfil-
tration. They looked at what wouldn't be
goodforthecity, saidMr. Monaco, andthat
took out lime softening.
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Costisafactor, hesaid, but they also neec
toknow how muchwater would bewasted.

There are optionsfor discharging waste
water, includingintothecreek, adeepwell
with a permit or to an evaporation pond.
Different treatmentsallow different waysto
dischargethe waste, Mr. Monaco said.

Next theengineerslooked at thecost. The
onethat looksthe best, with all of the fac-
tors, Mr. Monaco said, iscoagul ation with
acontact clarifier andfiltration. The treat-
ment plant would cost $3,678,500, plusfi-
nancing costsfor abond issue.

The council didn’t make any decisions,

(SeeCITY on Page10A)

Pool committee
askscitytohire
agrantwriter

By KIMBERLY DAVIS

The Oberlin pool committee re-
portedtotheCity Council on Thurs-
day, suggesting that the city hire a
grant writer and start looking for
some money.

Thecouncil saidthat thecommit-
tee hasdone agood job sofar. The
city paystobelongtotheNorthwest
KansasPlanningand Devel opment
Commissionin Hill City, said City
Administrator Gary Shike, andthey
have grant writers, but haven’t said
anythingabout gettingagrant writer
towork on apool.

The committee presented a new
plan for an outdoor pool costing
$1,536,000. Thefirst plan to come
used numbers that were for afew
years away and it included several
extrasthepool committeedidn’task
for. Thisplanincludesestimates to
build apool now. Althoughthereis
room for adlide, the dlideisn’'t in-
cluded, and neither are sun shades.
All can be added | ater.

Anna Shaw, spokesman for the
committee, said the members need
to know what the council wants
them to do now.

Mrs. Shaw said the committee
suggested buildingasinglesix-lane
outdoor pool with a “zero depth”
entry for smaller children, instead of
anindoor pool, whichwould cost $5

million or more.

With an indoor pool, said Coun-
cilwoman Rhonda May, the ques-
tionis, wouldpeopleuseit. Shesaid
she doesn’t like indoor pools be-
causethechemicalsdry outtheskin.

Mrs. Shaw said she has a mem-
bership to the YMCA in McCook
just to usetheindoor pool there.

What would an indoor pool cost
to run, just for personnel ? asked
Mayor Ken Shobe. Mrs. Shaw said
shedidn’t havethat figurewith her,
but it would add up.

The pool committee, she said,
needsdirection. If thecouncil wants
them to keep going, she said, then
the committee wants to make a
three-fold brochuretohandout. The
committee has already talked with
the Norcatur City Council and will
be going to Jennings and Dresden,
shesaid.

The Norcatur council seemed
pleasedwiththeplanwhenthecom-
mittee went to talk with them, said
Mrs. Shaw.

The City of Oberlin is about
maxed out on the amount of bonds
it can sell to borrow money, said
Mayor Shobe.

Councilman Joe Stanley said he
could livewith the outdoor plan.

The committee did talk with the

(See POOL on Page 10A)

Oberlingraduate
beginsmilitarylife
at soried West Point

By KIMBERLY DAVIS

Dedication.

That’ swhat ittook DentonBailey
to get to the spot heisat today.

Bailey, 18, just left to
live out hisdream of serv-
inginthemilitary, becom-
ingthefirst known person
fromDecatur County toat-
tend the U.S. Military
Academy at West Point,
N.Y.

Col. Delbert Townsend
said he checked with
Decatur Community High
School at graduation and Bailey is
thefirstto get anominationto West
Pointand attend, althoughtherewas
ayoung man who went to the Air
Force Academy.

Hehasawayswantedto servein
themilitary, Bailey said, andheal so
wanted to get a college education.
Withagreat lovefor thecountry and
history, he said he wants to be a
leader inthe Army and serveinthe
infantry.

D.Bailey

Although the dedication to fam-
ily, churchand school hasbeenwith
him for years, the processto attend

West Point started last August.

Bailey said he had to
send aletter to West Point
sayinghewasinterestedin
attending, and the school
sent information back to
him. Threeto four essays
later, all onwhy hewanted
to attend the academy, it
wastimetotalk with Con-
gressman Jerry Moran.

TheBailey family trav-
eled to Abilene to the Eisenhower
Center, wherethey talked with Rep.
Moran. The congressman sentin a
nomination for Bailey and he was
accepted, but onawaiver.

Bailey said he hurt his shoulder
his freshman year in high school,
andtheacademy official swerecon-
cerned that he could get reinjured.
Thanksto Col. Delbert Townsend,
though, the waiver was lifted and

(SeeMILITARY onPage10A)

Cooler weather
dowswater useage

Water use in Oberlin stayed be-
low 600,000gallonsaday last week,
thelowest it hasbeen sofar thissum-
mer.

With cooler temperatures and
showers peoplein town apparently
didn’t water their yards or gardens
asfreguently or for aslong.

The city has been on the water
restrictions, including even/odd
watering, sincethebeginning of the
summer.

People with even addresses can
water on Wednesday, Friday and
Sunday. Those with odd addresses
can water Tuesday, Thursday and

Saturday. Wateringisallowedfrom
midnight to 9 am. and 8 p.m. to
midnight onthedesignatedday. No
outdoor water useisallowed Mon-
day.

Last week, the city pumped:

* 418,000 gallons on Monday,
June19.

» 591,000 gallons on Tuesday,
June 20.

* 507,000 gallons last Wednes-
day.
* 559,000 gallonson Thursday.
* 554,000 gallonson Friday.

* 421,000 gallonson Saturday.
* 434,000 gallonson Sunday.
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Family

harvests

together

By KIMBERLY DAVIS

The 1962 Massey-Ferguson
combine rounded the corner and
headed out to thefield.

It was the third day of harvest
for the machine, and there was
only asmall patch of wheat leftto
cut.

Larry and Becky Ayers and
daughter Angiestarted cuttingthe
crop Friday evening, then took
Saturday off because it was too
wet. They cut on Sunday and
planned to finish on Monday.

Mr. Ayers, agasservicemanfor
Midwest Energy, said they only
have about 70 acres of wheat on
his dad’s old place, about eight
milessouth of townandtwomiles
east. He said he grew up on the
farmandhel pedwith harvest over
theyears.

Hehasbeenfarmingitwiththe
help of hiswife and daughter for
thelast 10years. All of their farm
groundislocatedaroundthefarm-
stead, withall of thefieldsplanted
to wheat.

When his kids were growing
up, Mr. Ayers said, they would
help with harvest. Now Angieis
themain combinedriver.

So far, he said, they have just
put in the three half days, which
they hoped had been enough to
allow them to finish cutting on
Monday. They triedto cut on Sat-
urday, he said, but with the rain

BEHIND THE WHEEL of a 1962
combine, AngieAyers(above) cut thelast few acresof her planned to finish cutting on Monday.
family’swheat on Monday. Larry Ayers (below) hit a

Massey- erguson

switchto help his déughter start the combine. The A

— Herald staff photos by Kimberly Davis

Friday the combine was getting
stuck.

The crop this year, said Mr.
Ayers, hasn'tbeenvery good. The
best they’ ve cut hasbeen 20to 25

N

bushelsper acreonabout 37 acres.
On the other 30, said Mr. Ayers,
they will probably be at about 5
bushels per acre.

The area has only received
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abouttwoinchesof raintheentire
summer, hesaid. If it had comea
coupleweeksago, hesaid, harvest
might havebeenadifferentstory.
(See FARMER on Page 10A)

Custom crewsawait call togotowork

By KIMBERLY DAVIS

Combines, trucks, graincartsand
campersfilled the Decatur County
Fairgroundlast week ascustom cut-
tersfrom all over waited to harvest
wheat inthearea.

Oneof thegroups, made up of 19
young men with acompany called
Olsen Custom Farmsout of Minne-
sota, camped out for about a week
asthey harvested cropsin the area
before moving on to Nebraskaand

South Dakota.

Althoughthecompany ishasedin
Minnesota, most of the guys were
from South Africa, including Jaco
Gouws. Hesaid thegroup hasbeen
pretty busy thisseason sofar.

He and the other team members
started in Oklahoma cutting wheat
and will work their way to Canada.

Mr. Gouws said thisis his third
year on a harvest crew. He said he
keeps coming back because of the

experience and the money.
Afterthewinter wheat harvest, he
said, the crew will cut summer
wheat in Minnesota and help with
fall harvest before heading back to
South Africain December.
Sofarthisyear, said Mr. Gouws,
they have cut 20,000 acres with
three combines. By the end of the
year, they expect to cut atotal of
80,000 plusacres.
Eachpersononthecrew hastheir

ownjob, hesaid. They don’t really
switcharound, but stay onthesame
machinethroughout harvest.

OnThursday, they, wereheading
out of town. Somewere moving on
to Wallace, Neb., while the others
wereontheir way to South Dakota.

LukeNibbe, theforeman, saidthe
harvest crew splitsupalot. That way
they can do morework.

He said they were here to cut

(See CREWSon Page 10A)



