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| scongtitutional change
needed toprotect our flag?

Do we need aconstitutional amendment to

ban flag burning?

The Senateisdebating what woul d become
the 28th Amendment this week, and observ-
ersgiveit half achance of passing.

ThemoreconservativeHousepassedasimi-
lar measurelast year, soif thisonegetsby the
Senate, it’ slikely that theamendment will go
out to the statesfor ratification.

And it’s more than even money that the
stateswill givetherequiredthree-fourthscon-
sent, sinceall 501egidlatorshavepassed reso-
lutions asking for an amendment.

We may know by the end of the week
whether burningan Americanflagwill bejust

aninsult, or afederal crime.

Why the amendment is so popular now
we' re not sure. Flags burned along with bras
in the hippie era of the 1960s, but flag burn-
ing is not in vogue today, at least not in this

country.

AndtheU.S. governmentisn’tgoingtosend
the FBI out to catch flag burnersin France or

Syria.

Maybeit’ sjusttheemotional content of the

act.

Most of uswerebrought uptoreveretheflag.
Welearned the storiesof soldierswho risked
their livesto snatch afallen banner, who died
carryingthecolors, who braved enemy fireto
raiseit over acapturedisland.

We get misty-eyed when the flag goes by
during a parade and irate when we see acity
car dealership flying afaded, tattered Old

Glory to bring in business.

When we were Scouts, we learned how to

foldtheflag, how todisplay it, how tokeepit

fromdragging ontheground. Wepledged our
alegiancetotheflag asyoungstersand many
of ussworeto defend it — and the nation for
whichit stands.
Debateontheflagamendment splitsmostly
along party lines, with Democrats claiming

Republicansare using theissueto boost their

flagging numbersbeforethefall elections.
Not all Democratshavelined up against the
amendment, though.
Wary of beingbranded aspro-flag-burning,
such liberals as Senators Hillary Clinton of
New Y ork and Dianne Feinstein of Califor-

niahave come out for the ban.

Rest assured, evenif theamendment passes,
someonewill burn aflag.

AsSen. Arlen Specter of Pennsylvaniasaid,
flag burning is a mean act, designed to hurt.

Insomeways, it’ san ultimate protest.

Our enemies abroad will continue to burn
OldGlory. Theamendment may prompt them

to even further excess.

But we should remember, gloriousasit s,

theflagisonly asymbol. Thenationfor which

ever.

hurt America

Is standsis stronger and more enduring than

Protestersmay burnaflag, but that doesnot

It makes uswiser, tougher and more deter-

mined.

Sowhy doweneed aconstitutional amend-
ment?— Steve Haynes

Rainsbri ng out pesky keders

It's not news to anyone in west-
ern Kansas that we've beenin a
drought theselastfew years. And, as
hard asit isto find something good
about that, thefact isthat we' venot
beentroubled with mosquitoesdur-
ing that time.

The bad news is that the recent
rainshavebrought onanabundance
of thelittle pests. | think their years
of dormancy haveproduced abreed
of “super-skeeter.”

Mosquitoesdon’t usually bother
me. At picnicsor other outdoor gath-
erings, everyonearound mewill be
swatting ‘squitoes and | remain
unbothered. | have alwaysbragged
that my body chemistry actually re-
pelled thelittle buggers.

No longer. Mosquitoes this sea-
son seem to find me unusually ap-
pealing. After complaining to my
husband he said, “ They probably
think you' re arefueling station on
board an aircraft carrier.” Not too
flattering an analogy but entirely
apropos. | see citronellaand repel-
lentin my future.
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By thetime | write my next edi-
tion of this column, our 7-year-old
granddaughter Taylor will have
been with usfor four weeks. | meet
Taylor and her mom somewhere
midway between Dallas and here
Friday night. My daughter Kara
does not agreethat Wichitais mid-
way, sowherewemestisstill being
negotiated. It’'|l probably be some-
where in Oklahoma. Taylor and |
will drive back here Saturday.

Shehasstayedwithusat least two
weeksevery summer sinceshewas
two. And, no, shedoesn’t get home-
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sick. Unlimited phone calls help.
She can call home any time she
wants. The separation is harder on
Taylor’'smom and dad thanitison
her.

Theplanthisyearisfor Taylorto
spendthemonth of July withus. We
will return her to Dallas about the
sametimeour daughter Jennifer will
be delivering her daughter in San
Antonio. We'll beableto seeevery-
oneonthesametrip.

Taylor has missed church camp
andVacationBibleSchooal, but | did
learn of a sports camp for her age
group. I'll get her signed upfor that
and buy aswimming pool pass, and
she'sset.

And, lest you think I'mignoring
her cultural upbringing, sheisalso
signedupfor pianolessons. I’ mnot

surehow much she can accomplish
in four or five lessons, but if she's
half assmart as| think sheis, she'll
be playing Chopin and Beethoven
before August.

Actualy, I'll settlefor “ Twinkle,
Twinkle, Little Star.”

(From theBibI@
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Remember therefore how
thou hast received and heard,
and hold fast, and repent. If
thereforethou shalt not watch,
| will comeon theeasathief,
and thou shalt not know what
hour | will comeupon thee.

Revelation 3:3
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The Oberlin Herald encourages
L ettersto the Editor on any topic of
publicinterest.

L ettersshould bebrief, clear and
to the point. They must be signed
and carry the address and phone
number of the author.

Mail lettersto 170 S. Penn Ave.,
Oberlin, Kan., 67749, or by E-mail
to obherald@nwkansas.com.

We do not publish anonymous
letters, form letters or letters about
topics which do not pertain to our
area.
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\/sttoVegascan bakethebra n

LasVegasishot!

I meanreally hot!

I’m not talking about the shows,
celebrities, gambling, glitter or glitz.

I’m talking about hot enough to
bakeyour braininthedesert sun.

Steve had ameeting in Sin City.
It was aplacewe’ d never been and
well may never goagain, sincegam-
blingisn’tat thetopof our entertain-
ment list.

Nevertheless, we were ready to
haveonelook at therhinestonecapi-
tal of theU.S.

Weknew that LasVegasisinthe
desert, close to Death Valley. We
figured we should take summer
clothes. Wejust didn’t realize how
hot all that asphalt, concrete, metal
andsiliconcangetand how fastyou
sweat through whatever you're
wearing.

As the plane prepared to touch
down, the captain reported that the
temperatureonthegroundwas 120
degrees.

Steve looked at me and said, “I
thought that wasalow baking tem-
perature, not an ambient air tem-
perature.”

The official high that day was
“only” 109, so I’m not sure how
ambient theair was, but it surewas
hot. The jetway, that long skinny
tube you walk through to get from
theplanetotheterminal, waslikean

Concertfor

This e-mail from Technical Sgt.
David Wedowto hisfamilywaspub-
lished in the June 20 edition of the
Norcatur News.

Hey, everyone, just a note from
me to tell you about my amazing
night. Tonight, Saturday, May 27, |
hadtheopportunity toattendaToby
Keith concert at theBalad Air Base
soccer fieldandit dawnedonmethat
Memorial Day wasamost here.

For many, itisachancetotakea
three-day weekend and get together
for agood time with family and
friends. Some may have no clue
what thetimeoff isfor. Fortunately,
| havegreat friendsand family who
are fully aware of what the day
means, and it humbles me to know
that I am in your thoughts and
prayers. | thank youall for that from
the bottom of my heart.

Tonight brought alot into per-
spective. Therewereroughly 1,000
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oven. | decided Steve was right.
That wasabakingtemperature, and
wewere being cooked.

Friends from our Kansas City
days, Marci andLarry, pickedusup
andtook usout totheir wonderfully
cool home at the edge of town. We
visited, had supper and before we
left, shehanded usacase of water.

“You'll needit,” Marci warned.

| smiled, saidthanksandthought,
“Y eahright. Thisisenoughwater to
last us a couple of weeks. We're
only going to be here a couple of
days.”

My advice — never think you
know morethan thelocals.

We ran out of water before our
visitwasover.

The temperatures got down to a
balmy 95 degrees in the evenings
and climbed back intothehundreds
before noon each day.

When we visited Hoover Dam,
weweretoldthat itwas115degrees

on top of the dam. It was only 11C
back in town, but town isin ahigh
valley andthedamisontheriver at
alower elevation.

Y ou godown, and it getshotter.

(I don't know where heaven is,
but I think | saw afigurewith horns
dlinkingaroundtheedgesof thedam
site)

BackinLasVegas, wetook acakb
toarestaurant. Twosignsacrossthe
street from each other announcec
the temperature to be 118 or 123
degrees— takeyour choice.

By thetime supper was over anc
we were outside waiting for a cab
back to the hotel, the sun had gone
down andthetemperaturesignsde-
clared it to be 110 or 115 — take
your choice.

WehadfuninVegas, but | doubt
if weever getback. |’ mjust gladwe
wentin June.

They say that it getsreally hot in
July and August.

military agpecial event

L etter totheEditor

to 2,000 Army, Navy, Marine and
Air Force folks out to enjoy afree
concert put onby theUSO. What hit
home was when two buses full of
wounded soldiersarrived at thesta-
dium. When the medicsopened the
doors and pulled out wheelchairs,
theentireplacewent dead quiet. As
thefirst soldiersgot off thebusand
were being escorted to their VIP
seats, everyonein the stadium rose
to their feet and began to give the
biggest round of applause for their
“brothersin arms’ that | have ever
heard! It wasamazing. Thisiswhat
hasled meto thise-mail. If you get
achancetoexplaintosomeonewhat
Memorial Day isall about, it's nhot
just about usintheuniform, it sfor
thosefolkswho gaveit al, “theul-

timate sacrifice.”

Like | said before, God blessec
me with the greatest family and
friends anyone could ever ask for.
Thisisn’tanormal mail for me, but
somethingshit home, and| thought
| would share. Thanksagainfor your

thoughts.
David A. Wedow, TSgt. USAF
332EMXS/AMMO
Balad AB IRAQ

Editor’ sNote: Davidisthesonof
Ed and Lynn Hix Wedow, Scotts-
dale, Ariz., and a grandson of Lula
Hix, Norcatur, and the late Wilbur
Hix. Hiswife, KimberlyWedow, and
children, Logan and Abby, livein
Clinton, Utah.

Honor Roll

Welcomeandthankstothesere-
cent subscribersto TheOberlinHer -
ald:

Mrs. Nancy Alvarez, Houston;
Elaine Turner, Hurst; Bill Ater,
Burleson; Evan Jorn, Duncanville;
Steve New, Big Spring; June He-
bern, Arlington; EffieGish, Fort W-
orth; Galen Olson, McKinney.

Oklahoma: Jean Smalley, Wag-
oner; Carolyn Wallace, Ardmore;
Col. Floyd Badsky, Norman; Bob
Crawford, Kansas; Julie Meitl,
Y ukon; W.D. Cody, Tulsa; Amy
Anderson, Oklahoma City; Phyllis
McKay, Jenks;

Oregon: Betty Carlton, Keno;
Skyler Tacchini, KlamathFalls; Dr.
Ky Dehlinger, Portland; Jon Peters,
Gresham; Clayton Jording, Med-
ford; James Sawyer, Pendleton.

Washington: Tom and Jennifer
Phillips, Seattle; Mercedean Bag-
ley, Mount Vernon; Dale Olson,
Pasco; Myron Johnson, Spokane;
LindaFloch, Asotin; Mary Reeves
Leber, Mercer Iland.

California: Mrs. R. E. Jochums,
Camarillo; J. Atwood, Point Reyes;
Bob Hepner, CitrusHeights; Philip
Guenther, Lancaster; Robert W.
Anderson, CoronaDelmar; Jon W.
Mapes, Santa Cruz; A. C. Klein,
Dustin Nichols, LaQuinta; M. R.
White, Long Beach;

Kansas: Scott Hartzog, Lynn
Scrivner, Kathryn Van Meter, Rea

Magers, Virgil Price, Mr. and Mrs.
Darren Wentz, Norcatur City Of-
fice, Earnest Huff, Norcatur; Rick
Chambers, Leona Kaspar, Hays;
Robert Nemeth, David Hutfles,
Harvey Stoney, John Gutchewsky,
Beth Chartier, David Ketterl, Dean
Portschy, JohnW. Grafel, Herndon;

Dan Koerperich, Paul and Bar-
baraMarak, Salina; Richard Rippe,
Ludell; DennisRogers, John Geis-
inger, George Dorencamp, Joe
Zodrow, PaulsFurniture, Bill Baint-
er, Earl Brown, DanWasson, James
Carswell, John Sauvage, Elsie
Wessel, Gary Hunziker, M att Finn-
esy, Selden; Ron Juenemann, Gene
Geisinger, Phillipsburg;

Carolyn Lunsford, Easton;
CharlesMumm, Gem; Oral Brunk,
Lyons; Archie Harman, Vendla
Tacha, Carl Wahlmeier, Mike
Tacha, The Bank, Wilfred Wag-
oner, Victor Ritter, Galen Tacha,
Daryl Hartzog, Jennings; Lester
Wurm, Tyler Roe, Overland Park;
Mrs. John Rule, Virginia LaRue,
Clayton; Doyle Fredrickson, Jean-
ette Bosch, Wichita;

Gerard Meitl, Basehor; Robyn
Mendiola, Fredonia; Jo DeY oung,
Judy Menges, Colby; Steve
O’ Toole, Chadand Noel Addleman,
Olathe; Sherri Ramsey, Arkansas
City; Marian Howland, Bird City;
EdnaSmith, Lawrence; JohnMoell-
ering, Leon Wolf, Grinnell; Mrs.

HelenMcVay, Joyce Sumner, Allen
Tacha, Mary Stackhouse, Glenn
Schulze, Bill Brooks, Frances
Mosier, Norton;

Judy Easton, Quinter; James
Bainter, Mrs. Victor Mowry, Pratt
Real Estate, Betty Walker, Hoxie;
Ron Erickson, Rexford; Craig
Reaves, Chanute; Frances Cilek,
Dale Brockhausen, Great Bend;
Marlin Wahrman, Betty Grout,
Atwood Public Library, Atwood;
Harold Carswell, Osborne; Edwin
Waterman, Sedgwick; LonnieMor-
ford, Burlingame;

Greg Miller, Dresden; Keith
Lindberg, Darlene Ramsey, To-
peka; Beverly Morris, Hoxie; Joyce
Cook, Pat Pomeroy, Independence;
Dorothy Rowh, Scott City; Elmer
Brent, Greensburg; Maurice
Schaller, Larned; Bill Sater, Hol-
comb; Amy Dodson, Abilene; Elby
Adamson, Dr. Jerry Thomsen, Clay
Center; Luther Morton, DodgeCity;
Edward Poe, Sharon Springs,

Oberlin: DorisGilbert, the Rev.
and Mrs. Doug Hasty, Gary
Juenemann, John Juenemann,
Oberlin City Library, Trevor Will-
iams, John Brown, Myrtle Ross,
Howard Votapka, Dr. Doug Fair,
George L. Brown, Nila Hafner,
Roberta Urban, Todd Cook, Mrs.
Kendal Carman, Mildred Tacha,
Vivian Lewis, DonnaFortin, Dene
Gillespieand Faye Miller.



