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T'EST INGABITEOFBARBECUE, contantary Walter madesureof hisentry beforesend-
ing samplesto thejudgeson Friday.
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Fun, bar becue

t ake over

The cooksfired up their grills, thejudges
prepared their palates and folks set up lawn
chairsto watch the action Friday at thefirst
Smokin’ on the Bricks barbecue contest in
downtown Oberlin.

There were as many judges as cooks, but
while the judges sat in comfortable lawn
chairs, tasting, testing and comparing the
delicacies, the cooks were slaving away,
basting, roasting, toasting and decorating
their concoctions.

Meantime, kids were playing volleyball
anddigginginthesandat theannual Oberlin
BusinessAlliance Beach Party on Penn Av-
enue.

Robert Groneweg, owner of R& M Service
Center, which sellsbarbecuegrills, wonthe
overall trophy plusplaquesfor hisbeef bris-
ket and pork.

David Bergling, advertising manager for
The Oberlin Herald, won the poultry and
miscellaneous prizes for his “drunken
chicken” and a vegetable medley of corn,
potatoes, onions and peppers from his gar-
den.

DanGrafel, afarmer andmanager of D& S
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Grainand Cattle Co. in Traer, took theprize
forribs.

Former Oberlinmayor Gary Walter, presi-
dent of The Bank, didn’t win anything for
hisfancy cooking but one of thejudgeswas
heard to ask for hisrecipefor corn muffins
with grilled pineapple, ice cream, caramel
syrup and roasted pecans, which heenterec
inthe miscellaneous category.

Judges were Patty Skubal of the Vault,
Gene Soderlund of Decatur Co-op, Wayne
Hackney of Oberlin Concrete and Doug
Williby, an oil tank truck driver.

While the Oberlin Business Alliance,
which sponsored the contest and the annual
Beach Party, had planned to auction thel eft-
oversafter thejudging, thecooks, their fami-
liesand friendsdidn’t leave much.

Everyone had to taste test each other’ s ef -
forts.

While no money was raised for the
Alliance' s Christmas decorating fund, the
cooks, judges, hel persandfriendsall seemed
to be having agreat time and said they were
looking forward to arematch next year.

THEPRIZE-WINNING CHICK-
EN (above) was wired for cooking
duringthecontest on Friday. Robert
Groneweg, (left) the grand-prize
winner, checked a cooker to make
sure all was well asthe contest be-

BITINGHISFORKINCONCENTRATION,
Gene Soderlund (above) filled out the judging
sheetsforthecontest. Theother judges(left) Patty
Skubal, WayneHackney and DougWilliby (writ-

ina). were alsoworking hard.



