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Court endsschool lawsuit
but iInvitesanother round

The good newsisthe state Supreme Court
finaly let go of the 7-year-old school finance
lawsuit.

Kansas schoolswill have more money and
superintendents can get on with writing their
budgetsjust as classes begin.

The bad newsisthe court all but issued an
engraved invitation for yet another suit over
the school financelaw.

Ruling last week, the court said efforts by
the L egislatureto put $831 million moreinto
schoolsover thelast two yearshad metitsor-
der requiringlegislativeaction. It declaredan
end to a 1999 lawsuit filed by medium-size
districtsled by Salina, Haysand Dodge City.

In away, the 4-2 decision represented an
about-face by acourt that had been tough and
uncompromising earlier thisyear. Sincethen,
the justices have had their noses bloodied by
the revelation that one of their number was
meeting with senatorsto talk about the case.

The court noted that iswasn’t ruling on the
constitutionality of the latest version of the
school finance law, which depends more
heavily on local property taxes. In the past,
lawyers have argued that rich districts get
richer while children in poor districts get a
poor education.

A decision on that wasn’t before the court
in this suit, the justices said, and “ must wait
for another day.”

Anyonewilling to bet the aggrieved school
districtswon’t take up that challenge?

By thetimethenext lawsuit isdone, school
financewill have beenin court for morethan
adecade. Thelawsuitsarecorruptingtheleg-
islative process and tilting the state’ s budget
toward public schoolsand away from higher
education.

Thestate' scollegesnow getlessthanaquar-
ter of their revenue from state money. They
haveraisedtuitionevery year, bankingonstu-
dentstaking out moreloanswith easy federal -
guaranteed credit.

That’ sleaving the next generation saddled
with huge debt to get an education since, in-
creasingly, ahigh school degreeisnot enough.

Other state programs, from highways to
prisons, have suffered aswell, sincethe L eg-
islature hasheld theline on taxes.

The truth is, the court should never have
become so deeply involved in spending deci-
sions. Thejustices’ jobistoreview thelaw to
seewhether it meetsconstitutional standards
for fairness, but they shouldn’t judge the
amount the Legislature sees fit to put into
schools.

Dividing up thetax pieisthe Legidature’s
respons bility and duty under the Constitution.

In retreating to theissue of how the money
is distributed, though, the court may be get-
ting back to its own back yard. That’s good.
It swillingnessto perpetuate school lawsuits
isnot.

Thisneedsto stop somewhere.

—SeveHaynes

‘Gloryhound’ back at home

The house has a hollow sound
sincealittle 7-year-old is not there
tofill it.

| don’t know how a month went
by so quickly, but it is gone, and
Taylor isback with her family.

During her time with us, | may
havecreatedamonster. Taylor came
to enjoy her notoriety. Most people
shemet would say, “ So, areyouthe
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Taylor weread about inthepaper?’

And she would pipe up, “Yes, |

Itevengottothepointwherewe' d
dosomethingandshe' dask,“ G’ ma,
areyou going to write about that in
thepaper?’ | think shemay bealittle
bit of a“glory hound.”

Her mother met usin Wichitafor
the “swap.” Their reunion was a
beautiful sight. Karawaswaitingfor
usat themotel door and Taylor was
out of her booster seat before |
stopped the car. She was calling,
“Mommy, Mommy,” assoonasshe
saw her mother.

| don’'t think Kara quit hugging
and kissing Taylor for about five
minutes. Y es, a month may have
been alittle too long — for both
sides. Itwasfinewithme, but| don’t
think the other two will ever gofor
that again.

Taylor waslike amagpie, trying
totell her mother everything shehad
doneover themonth. Shewaslikea
machine gun; she couldn’t talk fast
enough. Finally, exhaustedfromlis-
tening, Karasaid, “Taylor, please.
Can you be still for just one
minute?’

L ater, Taylor wanted her momto
seethat she knew how to play soli-
taire. Karathenshowedall of ushow
to play “Kingsin the Corners,” a
version of solitairewheretherecan

bemorethan oneplayer. Taylor, of
course, picked it right up but G'ma
wasn'tquitesoquick andl misseda
play whenit wasmy turn.

Taylorimmediately saw my mis-
takeand said, “ Grandma, you have
to pay attention.” Then, using her
hand and fingersin aspell-binding
motioninfront of my eyes, shesaid,
“Focus. Focus.”

Boy, am| goingtomissher.

—ob—

Thisheat hasbeen brutal. | don’t
know how peopl estandtowork out-
sideinit. Well, they don't, | guess. |
heard on the news that dozens of
people havedied from heat.

| warnJimtobecareful. He' sstill
finishing up ahousewith brick and
newsiding. Atleasthequitsearlyin
the afternoon to avoid the worst of

itreal quick.
—ob—

Thebaby watchisstill onfor Jen-
nifer. Wedoknow that shewill defi-
nitely be born by Thursday, so we
areleaving for San Antonio on Sat-
urday. That will giveeveryoneaday
or two at homebeforeweget there.

Oh, | found out themiddiename:
AnistonPaige. We'll call her Annie
for short. I likeit.

(From theBibI@
\_ J

Hear, O heavens, and give
ear, Oearth: for theLordhath
spoken, | have nourished and
brought up children, and they
haverebelled against me.

it. | feel alittle guilty sitting in my Isaiah1: 2
air-conditioned office, but | get over
Write )
J
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COME ONE! Come ALL!
SE€ THE SIDESHOW!
GUESS WHICH CANDIDATE

PROPERTY RE-EVALUATION, /

TELLS THE TRUTH
AND WIN A

I’m not surewhy wewere count-
ing cats, but it had something to do
with our anniversary.

Wecelebrated our 35th on Satur-
day night by goingouttodinner.On
the way there, the subject of cats
cameup and Steve started counting
the ones we've had over the last
quarter century plus 10.

He came up with 16 plus many
visitors, cats we picked up on the
roadside and gave away and
children’s felines we kept for two
weeksor twoyears

L ater that night, thecountwent up
to 17— or maybenot.

GatoNegroisahaf-grownkitten.
He' sblack, declawed, neutered and
too friendly for his own good. He
waslost andtryingto hitcharideat
The Gateway in Oberlin when we
raninto him.

After the car left without him —
and somehow missed him backing
upashelay onthepavement behind
it — | crouched down and whis-
pered, “ Kitty, kitty, kitty.” Hecame
running over, stopping when he
came nose to nose with Annie, our
Brittany. They werebothfairly sur-
prised.

Despite a hissy fit over the dog,
Gato knew suckers when he saw
them.

Hetrotted after us aswe contin-

Reader will

TotheEditor:

Congratulations on your eulogy
for Charlie Corcoran. Charlie has
beenoneof myfriendsall of my life.
| knew theCorcoransaslongasl can
remember. My visitsto Oberlinwill
certainly belessjoyful.

My seconditemisthelettertothe
editor by Bernadine Samsonregard-
ing Connie Morris. Ms. Samson’s
remarks were totally uncalled for.
Connieisoneof thestrongmembers

\C
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ued on our walk around town.

“Can| keep him,” | asked, hold-
ing the purring bundle of fur. “He
followed mehome.”

After we had |eft the parking lot,
we kept a close eye out for little
Gato.

After all, he' sjust ababy. When
he cried, we carried him, and when
he wiggled, we let him down. He
spent thenight in our garage.

On Sunday, hecameinthehouse
andtook over thefurniture, muchto
thesurpriseand disgust of the other
four felines.

Wefigurethat maybehe' soneof
those traveling catsthat like to get
intocars. They endupinodd places
when the car stops and they get out
or off without their ownersknowing
they even had ahitchhiker.

Wecalled county dispatchandthe
veterinarians. Someone out there
has got to be upset about the loss of

thislittleguy — he'sacutie.

Plus, they’d spent a bundle of
money on thelittle nuisance.

| had comeupwith several names
and Steve throughin afew. Just in
caseweended upwith No. 17.

Cat No. 4 was named Midnight,
so that’ s out, and we had Gato Ne-
gro, Blackie, Hitchhiker, Broom
Rider, Shadow and Inky.

| kindalike Dang It'saDog, but
that may bealittlebit long.

| needn’ t haveworried, however.
| struck pay dirt on my second call.
Thelady at thevet’ soffice remem:-
bered thekitten. They had donehis
front and rear-end realignment just
two weeksago.

After alazy Monday sleeping on
feet, running around and bugging
Tigger, theofficecat, our littlehitch-
hiker went home with his people.
And wouldn’t you know, his name
isMidnight.

misslifelongfriend

( L etter stotheEditor

of thestate Board of Education and
respected by most KansasRepubli-
cans. Shestandsupfor what shebe-
lievesand doesnot accept unproven
science standards.

Over the years, | have talked to
many science and biology teachers

about the science standards and
noneof themwereever ableto show
me proof of the Theory of Evolu-
tion. Itisstill tothisday just atheory.
Leonard W. Cullison

3012 S.E. StarliteDr.

Topeka, Kan. 66605

Student viststhePanama Canal

This is the second letter from
Rebecca Helm, who is on a Rotary
exchangeinPanama City, Panama,
taken from the July 18 Norcatur
News. Sheisthe daughter of Mike
and Debra Helmof Norcatur.

On Saturday, July 8, | wentto see
thePanamaCanal. Therewasalittle
museum to look at while we were
waiting for aboat to go through the
lock.

Thefirstfloor of themuseumhad
thehistory of thebuilding of theca-
nal. Thesecond floor wasabout the
wildlifearound thecanal. | learned
that theland aroundthecanal ispro-
tected because of all theinsectsand
animals the canal is important to.
The third floor was about the me-
chanics of the canal system. The
fourthandfinal floor showedwhich
shipping businesses use the canal
and theroutesthey take.

Afterthemuseum, wewenttothe
theater and watched ashort presen-
tation on the canal. Then we went
outsidetowait for theship. Wetook
lotsof picturesandthenwent home.

The next day was the FIFA
(Fédération I nternational ede Foot-
ball Association) World Cup soccer

finals. | went to the house of one of
Gretel’ s friends to watch the over-
time part of the game. It wasan ex-
citing game that ended with Italy
winning.

Afterthegame, wewent to oneof
the three malls in Panama City.
Shopping seemstobeavery impor-
tant part of lifehere. Itisconsidered
veryweird heretogointoastoreand
not buy anything. Sofar, ithasbeen
awonderful trip. I’ msuretherest of
itwill bejust asgreat.

While I’'m herein Panama, I'm
goingtoanall-girlsCatholicschoal.
Itiscalledthe School deEsclavasof
Jesus' Sacred Heart. | haveto wear
a uniform, a white blouse, plaid
“skort,” tall socks, and browndress
shoes. The girlsaren’t allowed to
wear any jewelry except small ear-
ringsand awatch.

Eachgradeissplitintotwoclasses
of about 40 girlseach. School starts
at 7:30 am. and getsover at 2 p.m.
Each classperiodis40 minutes. In-
stead of the girls changing classes,
theteachersdo.

The classes that we have change
from day to day. | have math, art,
technical drawing, religion, science,

science lab, English, English lab,
computer, Spanishgrammar, Span-
ish literature and history. Some
classesareevery day, likemath anc
English, and others, like religion,
areacoupleof timesaweek. There
are classes we have only once &
week.

They don’t have a lunch time
here, but the girls pretty much eat
when they want to. They have two
periodsof “recess’ at thesametime
every day.

Behaviorinclassisalotdifferent.
The girlstalk through every class
and their version of talking is yell-
ing. If they haveany trash, itjust gets
thrownonthefloor for someoneel se
to pick up.

Thegirlsdotakealot of classes,
but really our public school system
isbetter thantheir privateone. They
lack many teaching supplies, so
teachersprovidetheir own. They are
onalower level inthingslikemath.
School is very different here anc
expectations are different. It is an
i nteresting experiencetocomehere
and seetheir school.

RebeccaHelm
Norcatur

Parentsneed toteach accountability

TotheEditor:

When | wasgrowing up, my par-
ents taught me that | must be ac-
countablefor my actions, knowing
they wereresponsibleforwhat | did.

At an early age, | learned to re-
spect neighbors’ property.

| think most parentsdoagoodjob
of watching and raising their chil-
dren. Itisthefew who aremorein-
terested in themselves than their
childrenthat irritateme.

Roaming unsupervised, children
tendtolook for somethingtodoand,
if they havenot beentrained respon-
sibly at home, they tendtobethefew
that develop problemslater inlife.

A back yard with no oneat home
isatarget for these children, espe-

cialyif thechilddoesnot haveapet
— or aparent at hand. With parents
out of sight, thesekidsfind waysto
entertain themselves, throwing
rocks at innocent penned dogs and
pulling up aperson’ sgarden for no
other reason than to amuse them-
selves.

| found onion sets pulled and

thrown around my dog’s pen, let-
tuce pulled up, spinach trampled,
cabbage stepped on, and 10 canta-
loupessmashedinthemiddleof the
Street.
Wouldn't a responsible parent
questionthisbehavior?
Jim Merriott
Oberlin
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Photo Policy
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TheOberlinHeraldwantstoem-
phasi ze photos of people doing
things in the community. If you
know of an event or news happen-
ingthat weshouldattend, pleasecall
475-2206.

Please be sure to alow acouple
of days' noticesowecanarrangeto
bethere.

Spaceinthe paper islimited and
soisthetimeof our staff, sowemay
not beableto get to every event.



