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Webser StatePark
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Charley, my chocolateL ab, and|
hit stop No. 4 on* The Jayhawker’'s
Kansas Getaways’ last week, trav-
elingtoWebster StatePark just west
of Stockton.

Webster, in the Solomon River
Valley, offers atop-notch prairie
setting of rolling hillsagainst pow-
der blueskies.

At this time of year, with the
drought and all, the South Fork of
the Solomon River was pretty low.

Touristscanseeavariety of wild-
lifeonandaroundthelakeandinthe
wildlifeareassurroundingit. Onthis
trip, viewingwasexcellent. Toward
eveningthewildlifeareaeast of the
park came alive with mule deer,
white-tailed deer, and ahybrid deer
browsingthetreelines. Theturkeys
were thick. Charley even found a
covey of bobwhitequail.

Rabbits, dovesandraccoonswere
numerous. | was surprised to see
pheasants running al ong the shore-
line of the reservoir. Pelicans and
turkey vulturesglided motionlessin
the wind currents above the lake.
This area, with pastures of wild-
flowers, creates a warm and wel-
come setting with miles of trail to
follow.

Thereservoir covers 3,700 acres
of open water which producewall-
eye, wiper, largemouth bass, crap-
pie, and channel and flathead cat-
fish. Don't be surprised when you
arefishing for walleyeif you come
up with asmallmouth bass. Small-
mouth havebeenstockedinthelake
foryearsandusually sharethesame
deepwater structureswalleye hang
around. Whitebassandbluegill also
provide anglers with opportunities
tostretchtheirlineandripsomelips.

Channel catfish wasthe menu of
the evening, though.

| found out early in the morning
that the secret to catching those
beautieswasdrifting frozenshrimp
alongthebottomonadip-sinkerrig.

Onesix-poundflathead andthree
two- or three-pound channel cat
later, | wasfinishedfor theday with
plenty of supper for myself and
Charley. | figured it took about 45

minutesper fishbetween9a.m.and
noon.

Onething | think isanicefeature
of thislakeisthefish-cleaning sta-
tion, which is lighted, and if you
haveanelectricfilletknife, justplug
itinand start carving.

Webster al so hasfloating fishing
docksinthepark and an easy-access
fishing pier at the nearby stilling
basin. Itwasnicetobeabletocatch
catfish directly off the boat dock
area.

Thereservoir hasfive boat |anes
and three courtesy docks, but the
launch at Rock Point isimpossible
to use due to the drought and con-
cretedamage by erosion.

Pleasure boaters, jet skiers, tu-
bers, wind surfers and water skiers
have plenty of room on thisunclut-
tered lake.

The lake has 66 campsites with
water and el ectric hookups, six with
electricity only andlotsof primitive
sites. Water isavailablefrom April
15 to Oct. 15 and reservations are
accepted on severd sites.

Rock Point Campground lies on
thenorthend of thereservoir. Head-
ing south, thefirst camping areais
Mushroom. Farther down the road
heading south is Lake View. Fol-
lowingtheroadtothefar southend,
campers run into the Old Marina
Campground, Eagle Landing, and
Marina Point at the southernmost
end of thereservoir.

The North Shore Marina (785-
425-7072) isrun by Vonda and
Dave Pfeifer of Stockton. The on-
shore marina provides cold drinks,
sandwiches, bait and tackle, and
staplesif acamper runsshort of sup-
plies.

The Pfeifers also run “Bait
Betty’ sBedand Breakfast,” alodge
whichisopenyear-round. Pricesrun
$50 a night per person including
threesgquaremeal saday or $30with
no meals.

Mark Shaw, Kansas aquatic bi-
ologist for Webster, indicated the
crappie fishing has been fair with
fishranging from nineto 16 inches.
White bass fishing has been good
during the hot days with fish rang-

ing from 11 to 18 inches. Wipers
have been fair from three to six
pounds, and walleyes fair from 15
to27inches.

ZachKedler, park ranger and act-
ing manager, invites all to come
down and enjoy the summer fun.

MikeAdams, alicensed outfitter,
workswiththePfeifersduring hunt-
ing season. Adams’ business,
Bucks, Bulls,and BeardsOuitfitters,
may be reached on-line at
www.bucksbullsbeards.com, or at
(970) 330-8736 or (720) 436-0831.

Everytimel havebeentoWebster
the wind has come up, so be pre-
pared. | guess if you are awind
surfer, youwould bein paradise.

Overtheyears, | havehad my best
luck fishing the rip-rap of the dam
at night hunting ol’ marbleeyes.

Webster has a swimming beach,
asandvolleyball pit, horseshoepits,
playgroundsandagresat naturehike.
Theoldrest areaat thepark hasbeen
converted into awildlife-viewing
center showcasing the habitat of
pheasants.

If you like history like | do,
NicodemusNational Historical Site
is10mileswest of thepark. Thearea
preservesthe only remaining west-
ern town established by African-
Americans during the Reconstruc-
tionperiodfollowingtheCivil War.

The Sternberg Museum of Natu-
ral History, a department of Fort
Hays State University, is 10 miles
east and 40 miles south of the park.
Two generationsof Sternbergscol-
lected someof themost spectacul ar
fossilsin the world from this area.
They played adominant roleinini-
tiating thestudy of North American
fossil vertebrates. The museum
houses exhibits and also provides
educational programsfor kids.

The Dane G. Hansen Museumis
alsointhearea, six mileswest and
18 miles north of the park. It is
knownfor itscollectionsof Ameri-
canandforeigncoins, Europeanand
westernartandguns. Itisoneof the
only museums in Kansas that has
traveling exhibits from the Smith-
sonian Institute.

L ess than two hours away from
Oberlin, Webster provides a great
placefor aquick getaway.

Until next time, thisis“The
Jayhawker,” hopingtoseeyouinthe
Great Kansas Outdoors.

“ The Jayhawker " is a profes-
sional outdoor writer with more
than 40 yearsof experience. Heisa
master hunter educationinstructor
in Colorado and Kansas.

Adult dow-pitch held last week

Withtheharvest andtheFourth of
July holiday |ast week, themajority
of summer baseball and softball
games were postponed until this
week.

Therewerecoed adult slow-pitch
games Sunday, July 2, and July 9.

Thefirstweek, theFortinscontin-
ued their winning streak, defeating
the Purple Pack 12-5. In game two
of the Fortins' doubleheader, the
team exploded for 19 runs against

Team Culligan, defeating them 19-
1. InCulligan’ ssecond gameof the
evening, they turned the table on
Pauls, defeating them 13-3.

In game 3 of the evening, the
Purple Pack came back from their
earlier defeat, edging Edgerton
Auto Repair 9-8.

Thefinal gameof theevening saw
Paulsdefeat Edgerton 14-4.

Thisweek, High Plains Vet de-
feated Lund Covenant 17-7. In

game?2, Lund Covenant crushedthe
Rambos 20-8.

Game 3 of the evening matched
High Plains Vet against the Fresh-
meninathriller asHigh Plainswon
13-12.

LY F pounced on the Rambosin
game4, 20-4.

Inthefinale of theevening, LY F
defeated the Freshman 11-8.

Timefor archerstohonesills

If youareanarcher, thenit’ stime
tosharpenupyour skillsbeforedeer
season begins. A good place to do
that would be the 2006 Redhead 3-
D Pop-up Tournament on Friday

and Saturday, Aug.18-20, at thenew
BassPro Shopin Denver.
Forinformationcall Jerry Boyles
at (501) 337-2424 or Richard
Spratley at theHunting Department

2- NH 499 Swather

KLEIN'S USED EQUIPMENT
HAY EQUIPMENT

NH 270 Square Baler .........cccoovvveeviieeiiiie e $4,500
2 - NH 660 Round Baler ..........cccveviveeniireniinnenns $6,500 each
Hesston 1160 SWather .........cccccveviiiiiieiiiiiiee e, $6,500
Case IH RS 561 Round Baler w/net wrap ................. $20,500
R23 Vermeer Hyd RaKe .........cccccocvvveiviiecciie e $6,500
JD 530 RouUNd Baler .......cccovviiieeiiiiiieeeiiiiieee e $3,500
JD 535 RouNd Baler ........ccooviiiieiiiiiieeeiiiieeee e $3,500
2- 1170 Hesston Swathers ..........cccceeeeeiieiennnnn. $6,500 each
DRILLS
Sunflower 9433 30’ 7 1/2” space No till ..................... $28,500
Sunflower 9431 30’ 7 1/2" space No till w/fertilizer $31,500
Crustbuster Hoe drills........cccccoovveviieeiiinennne, $1,500 - $3,500
TRACTORS
Case IH MXM 190 FWA - 1,100 hrs ........cccuveee.. COMING IN
IHC 966 w/loader - Newport - Cab and A.C. ............. $14,500
LOADERS
........................................... $91,500
........................................... $69,500

..................................... $8,500

MOTOR ELECTR/C CO.

605 West B
McCook, NE
308-345-4580

at (720) 385-3600.
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U..S. SENIOR OPEN VOLUNTEER OBERLIN'SJOE STANLEY quietsthécrowd
onHutchinson’ sPrairieDunesCountry Club 17th holeasDanaQuigley drivesthefairway.
Thetournament averaged approximately 25,000 fansper day. — Herald photo by John Wishon

Stanley works Senior Open

ByJIM MERRIOTT

For an amateur golfer like Joe
Stanley, atripto the United States
Senior Men's Open Golf tourna-
ment isadream cometrue.

Stanley, an avid Oberlin golfer,
says he got started young. He let-
tered four years in high school
playing thegameheloves.

Last week, Stanley packed his
bags and headed to Prairie Dunes
Country ClubinHutchinsontojoin
ahand-pickedgroup of volunteers.
He was working the 17th fairway
landing area and handling crowd
control for asmany as25,000fans.

Stanley said he applied to work
the Open last August and did not
hear about hissel ectionuntil Octo-
ber.

“It cost $110 to be avolunteer,”
hesaid, “but it isan experience of
alifetime. A volunteer receives a
pass for the week along with two
golf shirts, awind shirt, and acap,
which is worth about $200, en-
trancetothehospitality tent, andan
opportunity to rub elbows with
someof theheroes| grew upwatch-
ing.”

Theweek-long event gavegolf-
ingfansan opportunity to seesome

of thelegends of golf, including
Tom Watson, Gary Player, Jay
Haas, BruceL ietzke, Andy Bean,
and this year’s winner and de-
fending champion, AllenDoyle.

“There were alot of experi-
ences that | will never forget,”
said Stanley. “During apractice
round earlier in the week, Dana
Quigleylostaball inthevicinity
of my area.

“My job was to mark the ball
withawirewithaflaginthehigh
grass, kind of like one of those
flags the utility workers put in
your yardsoyoudon’tdiginthat
area. When Quigley cametomy
area, he couldn’t see the ball.
Quigley said ‘What the hell is
that,” then he laughed and went
on about hisbusiness.

“ Another experienceoccurred
whenoneof theproshitaball into
the gallery onthe golf cart path.
A little boy about 5 years old
broke away from hismother and
started chasingtheball asitrolled
downthepath. Hismother started
chasing himand, | hadtorushto
theball beforehegot toit. Itwas
kind of funny at thetime.”

Stanley said hisability tocom-

municatewell with peoplehel ped
himinthejob. All inall, hesaid,
things went well and the tourna-
ment allowed the world to see
Kansansat their best.

Theeventwasbroadcast world-
wideby NBCand ESPN sportson
television.

Severa other Decatur County
residents attended the tourna-
ment, but few wereabletobepart
of the experience.

Among others who attended
were: Herb and Carol Shirley,
Randy and Judy Ostmeyer, Brian
Simonsson, Breck and Nathan,
Dick and Suzanne Ahlberg and
Mason, Jonathon Richards, Dr.
Richard May and Nolan, Roland
and Pam May, Zach May and
Hannah May, Kevin and Carol
Brown, KadeandKelly, Kurtand
Becky Vollertsen, Duane
Dorshorst and Kelsey, Dr. Don
Harrier, John Wright, and Kenny
Black and Jobey.

“It was fabulous, the fairway
looked fairly tough and they
manicured the course quite well.
From what | understand there
werequiteafew Oberlinresidents
attending,” said Kurt \Vollertsen.

Internet tonight

475-2206

The REebelsS are
coming to Town!

JULY 16

Jacx MeEeTrcarLrFE

IVIEIVIORIAIL SPRIINT RACE

PIT GATES A
OPEN }
4 PM

RACES
START

7:30

Adults $10
12-7 $6
6 and Under
FREE

KROCKs8stm
Fredrickson Crossroads Graphix
Insurance Raye's EXDIESS Oberlin by Salem
Grocery, Inc P Fertilizer ) .
Ward Drug Rons Tire First National
Farmers Bank = Oberlin Bank
Salem's &Trust EII:'dile_ Automotive Ron's
Mowers Fine Spirits eetric Applicating

SPRINT CARS

N\, MINI TRUCKS

9609696

IT’ HERE AGAIN AND IT’S BG
{ll) Customer (@i

- -

Appreciation Day
McCook Auto-Mart

Because of our customers we
have really grown! Because of our
¥ prices you keep coming back!
That’s why we have FREE food,
LOTS of give aways and as al-
ways, a FREE CAR!!

OVER 50 CARS, TRUCKS,
SUVS, & VANS
TO CHOOSE FROM.

All marked to go!
Don’t miss this EXTRAVAGANZA!
July 15th ~ 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.
002 East ““B’’ Street

McCook, NE
Call 308-345-3447

308-340-0740
CARS STARTING AT $500




