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Company toopen in Herndon School

By KIMBERLY DAVIS

Around 100 peoplewelcomed the presi-
dent of Cencast, anew businessgoing into
theformer Herndon School, totownduring
an open house Monday morning.

The company out of Milwaukee, Ore.,
bought the building from alisting on the
eBay Internet auction site after the school
closed in 2004.

KennethW.Hall Sr.,whostartedthebusi-
nesswith hissons, said oneof hissonsfound

the building for sale. They came out and
looked at it and thought it would work for
their operation, hesaid.

The school was beautifully constructed,
Mr. Hall said, especialy the floors. Their
machines need asolid foundation like this
onethat isn’t going to move, he said.

Hesaidthey purchasedthebuilding, then
things were put on hold because the busi-
ness was growing at such arate that they
knew they would outgrow the Herndon

School.

Thecompany, saidMr. Hall, makescast-
ings for medical implants. They can make
an implant for any joint in the body, toes,
knuckles, knees, anything. Mr. Hall said he
wasretired and hissonshad workedinthis
industry for 20 years.

Hesaid hisboyscalled him out of retire-
ment to start up Cencast and the company
hasbeenbusy ever sincewithinquiriesfrom
al over.

The parts, he said, are made with medi-
cally proven material and then runthrough
ahiping process, which standsfor hot isos-
tatic pressing. Basically, said Mr. Hall, the
part is put in achamber and the heat isin-
creased to just melting point, then thetem-
perature backs off.

Therearen’ tany of thesechambersinthis
area, hesaid, that becamealogistical prob-
lem for opening up the Herndon branch.

In 10 monthsto ayear, he said, the plant

inHerndon shouldbeoperational, although
Mr. Hall said heisn't sure which part will
beputinhere.

Cencast will be breaking ground this
monthonaplantin Molalla, Ore. Herndon
might get theoverflow fromthat operation.

The Herndon branch might be used for
machining and polishing of the product, he
said. Currently thecompany makestheparts
andthen sellsthemtothecustomer andthey

(See COMPANY on Page 10A)

Jenningsland
helpsgrow
Oberlindidrict

By KIMBERLY DAVIS
The Oberlin School District has
expanded by 104 square mileswith
the addition of land from the
JenningsSchool District, pluspick-
ing up nearly $57,000 in leftover
cash

The Jennings district has been
working with the high school in
Oberlin since last year, when the
smaller school had a cooperative
agreement for those students. Basi-
caly, the students from seventh to
12th grade had the opportunity to
cometo school in Oberlin, but still
be enrolled through the Jennings
district. The JenningsDistrict, said
Superintendent Kelly Glodt, paid
Oberlinto educatethekids.

It was the last year for the
Jenningsdistrict, whichranonlyits
elementary school last year. Next
year, thosechildrenwill beenrolled

asOberlin School District students,
or inanother nearby district.

At theend of the school year, the
Jenningsdistrict disorganized. The
school building has been sold and
theland dividedamongtheOberlin,
Norton and Hoxie school districts.

The Oberlin District received
42.6 percent of theland, Hoxie40.6,
or 99 squaremiles, andNorton 16.8
percent or 41 square miles.

Mr. Glodt said that will makethe
OberlinDistrictalmost 1,000 square
miles.

With that land comesmoreval u-
ationfor thedistrict and awider tax
base. Hesaid hebdievesthelandthe
districtgainedisvaluedat around $3
million. Without theland last year,
the district was valued around $27
million, so thevauationwill bein-
creased for thenext budget process.

(SeeLAND onPage 10A)

Swimming pool
onthechillysde
asboiler awaitspart

With overcast weather and a
boiler awaiting a part, the water in
the Oberlin swimming pool has
beenalittlechilly for thepast week.

Theigniter ontheboiler brokein
June and the city called Michael
Hansen of Hansen Plumbing in
North Platte, whoinstalled the new
boiler last year. Thepart wasawar-
ranty itemandhadtobeordered. Mr.
Hansen came to Oberlin several
times to check it and helped clean
out part of thefiltering system.

A local plumber was able to get
theboiler workingandthetempera-
tureinthepool wasontherise. The
fix lastedfor awhile, but just before
the Fourth of July weekend, it was
out again. Althoughit hasbeen hot,
the cloud cover has kept the water
very chilly.

City Administrator Gary Shike

said hecalled theNorth Plattecom-
pany, althoughheisn’tsureif some-
one hasbeen heretofix it sincethe
Fourth.

HesaidhetalkedwithDanCastle,
city foreman, who talked with the
North Platte company. They told
him the original part that was sent
wasn't the correct one so they have
ordered another.

Mr. Hansen was called for com-
ment, but couldn’t be reached on
Monday.

Mr. Shike said the city doesplan
on fixing the heater as soon as pos-
sible.

The city office has been getting
complaints about the water tem-
perature and the fact that families
and individuals who bought pool
passes can't swim because the wa-
teristoo cold.

Signstodow down
highway traffic

TheKansasDepartment of Trans-
portation plans to put up signs on
U.S. 36toslow trafficdownfarther
from town, the Oberlin City Coun-
cil learned Thursday.

Thecouncil receivedaletter from
the department about arecent road
safety audit at itsmeeting Thursday
night, and quickly agreed to the
ideas. Thecouncil suggestedthat the
statemight look at U.S. 83 south of
town, where the speed limit drops
from 65to 30 onthebridge.

The department did the audit a
few monthsago, studyingtrafficon
the highway.

The letter from Kathleen
Deitering, atraffic engineering as-
sociate, said that if the department
didn’'t hear from the city by Satur-
day, July 22, they would assume
everythingwasOK withtherecom-
mendation.

Thecouncil asked City Adminis-
trator Gary Shiketowritethedepart-

(See SIGNSon Page 10A)

Water usejumps
abovetrigger point

Water use stayed above 700,000
gallonsalmost every day last week.

Although the area has received
somerain, thecity isstill onoutdoor
water restrictions.

That meansthat peoplewitheven
addresses can water outside
Wednesday, Friday and Sunday.
Those with odd addresses can wa-
ter Tuesday, Thursday and Satur-
day. There is no outdoor use on
Mondays.

People can water between mid-

nightand9a.m.and8p.m.andmid-
night.

Thecity used:

» 511,000 gallons on Monday,
July 3.

» 735,000 gallons on Tuesday,
July 4.

* 733,000 gallons last Wednes-
day.
* 731,000 gallonson Thursday.
* 739,000 gallonson Friday.

* 762,000 gallonson Saturday .
* 532,000 gallonson Sunday.

served
daly

AT THE SODA FOUN-
TAIN in Addleman Drug
Store Zach May (above)
sipped on alimeade Mon-
day afternoon while Tyler
Shields (right) ate a shake.
Y oungandoldcanbefound
at thefountain in the after-

noon having asnack.
— Herald staff photos
by Kimberly Davis
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Family hurt in accident in South Dakota

An Oberlinfamily was seriously
injured in an accident Saturday
nightinRosebud, S.D.,ontheRose-
bud Sioux Indian Reservation.

DaveMurray, hiswifeNikki and
their daughter Demi, 8, all were
flown to the Sioux Valley Hospital

in Sioux Falls, S.D., near the lowa
border.

Detailswerescarce. Theaccident
wasworked by the Rosebud Police
Department but an officer theresaid
the department doesn’t fax reports
or rel easeinformation on accidents.

The investigator on the case said
sincetheaccident wasonthereser-
vation, the case was sent to the
United States Attorney’s office.
Ken Fisher said they are forbidden
totalk about casesor potential cases.
A message was left for Bob Perry

with the South Dakota office of the
Federal Bureau of Investigation.
LindaManning, Decatur County
acting ambulance director and &
friend of thefamily, said all threeof
theMurraysinthecar were hurt.
(See FAMILY onPage 10A)




