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DNA sampledatabase
likefinger prints, mugs

There’'s a growing controversy over the
practice of policetaking DNA samplesfrom
peoplearrested for major crimes.

Kansas, under alaw passed this year, will
begin taking samples Jan. 1 from anyone ac-
cused of aviolent crime. After 2008, anyone
accused of afelony will havetogiveasample.

Civil libertieslawyers, some of them any-
way, are incensed. One claimed building a
database of DNA that way would mean “the
end of innocent until proven guilty.”

That’sasilly argument. It means no such
thing.

We face many threatsto our liberty today,
but taking DNA samplesfromanyoneaccused
of acrimeisn’t among them.

Still, the American Civil Liberties Union
and other groupsarewary of the change.

“Thisisabsolutely alinethat should not be
crossed,” said one hysterical lawyer. “It'sa
very seriousinfringement of Fourth Amend-
ment rights. (protecting agai nst unreasonable
search and seizure).”

Bull.

Look at it thisway.

For decades, anyone accused of a serious
crime had been photographed and finger-
printed as they are booked into jail. Finger-
printsare very nearly as unique an identifier
asDNA, andinsomeinstancesmorespecific
toanindividual rather than afamily.

If next year, Kansas wants to take photos,
front and profile, fingerprintsand DNA, that
does not compromisethe accused’ srights.

Simply beinginthe DNA databasedoesnot

make one guilty of some future crime, any
more than having been booked and finger-
printed does. Either way, youhavearap sheet
and a criminal record. That says something
about you, but it does not make you guilty of
afuturecrime.

Taking DNA samplesmay, infact, serveto
protect theinnocent. DNA testscaneliminate
the innocent and wrongly accused in many
violent crimes. If you didn't do it, it's not
likely to be your DNA in the sample police
took at the scene.

DNA can befar more certain— and some-
times easier to find — than fingerprints. A
well-run DNA databank should help protect
theinnocent and finger the guilty.

Contrast that withtoday’ ssystem: Only con-
victsareinthe DNA database, andjust being
there might serve to prejudice the system
against former felons.

Therearemany thingsthecivil libertieslaw-
yersshould beworried about in this country:
The government snooping in our bank ac-
counts, compiling our phonerecords, or trac-
ing our movements by tracking our cell
phones.

ThisDNA collectionisjust an extension of
decades-old police practices that help solve
crimes and sort the innocent from the guilty.
M oreaccurate, perhaps, and using newer tech-
nology, but nodifferent from current booking
practices.

TheACLU hasbetter thingstoworry about.

—SeveHaynes

Calendar helpswith fast pace

Short of hanging a notepad and
pencil around my neck to jot down
things Taylor says, I'll never re-
member everything.

| just know that when | was 7, |
never said, “G'ma, I'm thirsty. |
think I' m getting dehydrated.”

Or, when | got after her for daw-
dling over her breakfast she said,
“I'm sorry. | just got distracted by
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theTV.”

We set a pretty fast pace, so
there’ s no time for writing notes.
Taylor noticesit, too. Shesaid, “ So,
G’'ma, what’s my schedule this
week?’

| triedtodothefirst week “ by the
seat of my pants,” finding someone
tokeepher eachday. Whenayoung
mother of threesaid, “ Oh, don’tyou
haveacalendar?’ | realized| needed
to get organized.

Sheshowed metheplanning cal-
endar shekeepsfor her family’ sac-
tivities. Withtheprecision of agen-
eral moving his army, this mother
had every camp, every activity, ev-
ery day chartedfor every child. And
yet shemadeit look effortless, with
plenty of free time, too. The light
bulb went off. | went on-line and
printed off ablank calendar.

I’ve planned ahead and now, |
pencil in her schedule. Taylor
knows (and, so do I) where she's
supposed to be each day. We till
have afew open slots, but they’re
filling up fast.

—ob—

Oneof thethings| hope happens
whilel haveTaylor thismonthisfor
her parents to have some special
time for themselves. It might have

come too late, though. Taylor’s
mother, Kara, said the second night
Taylor wasgonesheasked her hus-
band, Adam, “What do youwant to
do?

“1 don’ tknow. What doyouwant
todo?’ heanswered.

She said, “1 don’t know. What-
ever youwanttodo.”

Hesaid, " Taylor’ snot heretoplay
with. | don’t know what to do.”

Y es, | think they needed abreak.

Thisis my advice to young par-
ents: Makesureyouhavealifeapart
from your children. If you plan it
right, they will beoutsideyour home
alot longer thanthey will beinit.

—ob—

We had along phone visit with
Jennifer, our daughter in San Anto-
nio, whoishavingababy soon. The
duedateislessthantwoweeksaway
and Jennifer is so ready to not be

thingisready forlittleAniston. The
bedding iswashed and her “come-
home-from-the-hospital” outfit is
laid out. | hope Jennifer remem-
bered to pack her own bag.
Timeisrunning out. | need to
hurry up and get those receiving
blanketsfinished.

(From theBibI@
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And Joseph said unto his
brethren, Come near to me, |
pray you. Andthey camenear.
Andhesaid, | am Josephyour
brother, whom ye sold into
Egypt. Now therefore be not
grieved, nor angry with your-
selves, that ye sold mehither:
for God did send me before
youto preservelife.

pregnant anymore. She said every- Genesis45: 4,5
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Colorado camper sgetting soggy

It'sraining. It’ spouring. It’ swon-
derful.

Unfortunately, I’'monvacationin
southern Colorado.

| shouldn’t say unfortunately;
they need moisture out here as bad
aswe do. There are no forest fires
goingonaround hereright now, but
one earlier this year burned hun-
dreds of acres and caused traffic
jams on the highway over LaVeta
Pass because of the smokeand ash.

Therainisn't bothering us. We
just wait for abreak and run out for
aquick walk. Therest of thetime,
wesitaroundandread, shopintown,
work around the house, play cards
and listen to baseball gameson the
radio.

The sun will come out. I’'m sure
of it. Then we'll be able to get out
into the woodsto go for our walks,
go fishing and do outdoor-type
things.

Thefolksl feel sorry for arethose
who aretrying to camp out.

It's just not much fun to be tent
camping when its raining day and
night.

Y our clothesarewet. Y our bedis
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wet. Y oucan'tgtart afiretocook and
conditionsaregenerally miserable.

Youhavetobereally crazy toen-
joy that kind of vacation.

Theothers| feel sorry for arethe
rich.

Wewent outtoaposhguestranch
for dinner the other night. Steve
owed meafancy dinner outandthis
placetakesafew folksfromtownin
the restaurant along with their
guests, who pay about $300 a per-
son per day to enjoy theoutdoor ex-
perience and three fancy meals a
day.

The restaurant has a top-notch
chef andthefoodwasexcellent, but
thewaitresstold usthat it had been
raining every day for more than a

week, which had made the horse-
back riding, backpacking, fishing
and boating abit dicey, not to men-
tion damp, for thefolksforking out
thebig bucks.

| was really amazed at the num-
ber of people, many from Europe—
we heard at least three languages
during supper — who can afford tc
pay that kind of money totaketheir
familiestothemountai nsfor aweek
or two.

Back when we were young anc
took the kidsto Colorado, wewere
the ones sitting out in the rain with
no fireand wet clothes.

Thekids loved it, but then | al-
wayssaid they werecrazy.

Distraction morethan phones

The City of Lawrence, in the
People’s Republic of Douglas
County, proposestobanall conver-
sation on cell phones by drivers,
whether they are hol ding the phone
or using ahands-free setup.

Council membersarepushingan
agendathat claimsit’ snot handling
thephonethat distractsdrivers, just
talking to someone.

There may be sometruth to that,
but as cell phone companiesright-
fully point out, thecity isnot propos-
ing to ban the hundreds of other
thingsthat can distract drivers.

Céll phones are merely the new-
est and most popul ar distractionwe
face. If weban them, therestill will
bethecar radio, lunch, thetapedeck,
the CD player, two-way radiosand
hot coffee.

Oh, and did we mention, kidsin
the back seat?

“Hetouched me, Mom.”

“Because shehad her handin my
space.”

“Children, if | havetostopthiscar

OK, distractions make for bad
driving. | admit, | getalittlehinkey
when | see some woman driving
down the street, cradling a cell
phoneto her ear, yelling at thekids

AlongtheSappa
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in the back seat, driving with one
hand and fli pping someoneoff with
theother.

I’d bethefirst to go along with a
ban on hand-held phonesinthecar.
Hands-free kits of one kind or an-
other start with asimple ear bud at
$5.95.

But mobile phoneshave become
important communications tools,
not just in this country, but around
theworld.

Sometimes | think weway over-
use them — and I' [l put myself in
that category many days. People
look silly walkingdownthestreet or
sittinginarestaurant talking onthe
phone.

Butwecan'teliminatedistraction
fromdriving. | had awreck once—
hitadeer — becausethekidswanted
me to change the tape in the car. |
looked downto seewhereto put the

tape, andthedeerjumpedinfrontof me.

Music, kids, the control panel —
maybel wouldhavehitthedeer any-
way, and maybe if | hadn’t have
beendistracted, I’ d have stoppedin
timetoavoidit.

Are we going to ban all those
other distractions— eatingaburger,
drinking coffee, talking onthe CB*~

We should ban talking two-way
radios. It can’t be safeto beholding
amikewhiledriving. I'm thinking
police officers are endangering us,
talkingtothedispatcher all thetime.
And it can’t be safe to have a con-
versationduringahigh-speedchase.

No, thisisjust another silly at-
tempt by thenanny do-gooderswha
want to passlawsto protect usfrom
ourselvestomakelifemorecompli-
cated.

Count on Lawrence to be out
front, leading theway.

ReadersenjoysHerald over 50years
L etter totheEditor

TotheEditor:

Wedecidedto giveour son, John
Burke Kump, asubscriptionto The
Oberlin Herald as a 45th birthday
gift. Heisaloyal fanof both Oberlin
and your newspaper, asare we.

John and his siblings visited his
grandparents, Leeand Hazel Kump,
every year of their lives until they
were out of college and married.
Great memoriesweall haveof those
years!

Please tell Carolyn Sue Kelley-
Plottsthat | look forwardtoreading

her column every week. | admired
her mother’s writing and am de-
lighted with hers, too. Some day,
whenweareback inOberlin, | hope
| can come in and meet you,
Carolyn.

Warren grew up in Oberlin and
then went on to KU for medical
school. He practiced radiology in

Minneapolis, Minn., for 40 years.
We have been married for 55 years
andretired for 10. Y our newspaper
has been coming to us, | believe,
ever since we were married. We
bothloveit.
Patty Kump
GoldenValley, Minn.

Honor Roll

Welcome and thanksto thesere-
cent subscribersto TheOberlinHer -
ald:

Kansas: Warren Weibert, Man-
hattan; Paul Chaffin, Goodland;
Trudy Stockham, Rosa Brown,
Norton; Janna Landgraf, Lakin;
Judy Long, Downs; Kim Franklin,
Atwood; Gerald Rogers, Newton;
ChetHayes, Grinnell; Alfred Wahl-
meier, Hugoton; Brad Erickson,
Rexford; Darren Miller, Garden
City; Gail Bailey, Norcatur; Mrs.
Donna Fisher Reist, Olathe; Gale
Cook, Sabetha; EvanVernon, Law-

rence; Clyde Vernon, Frontenac;
Rochelle Mather, Clayton; Chris
Gillespie, Marion; John Jones,
Mullinville;

California: Mrs. R. E. Jochums,
Camarillo; J. Atwood, Point Reyes;
Bob Hepner, CitrusHeights; Philip
Guenther, Lancaster;

Colorado: Bonnie Olson, Boul-
der; Don Guinn, Colorado Springs;
Joy Johnson, Clarence Ames, Mel-
ba Hartley, Pueblo; Angela
Musgrave, Greeley; Raymond Fos-
ter, Idaho Springs; Chris Ertler,
Wheat Ridge; Eleanor Simpson,

Estes Park; Jeanette Tice, Nancy
Baumfalk, Aurora; Joe Shaw, Dur-
ango; Kathryn George, Brush; Roy
McConnell, Strasburg; Max
Brooks, Denver.

Nebraska: Peg Smith, Linde
Brunswick, Murlin Krizek, Roger
Messinger, McCook; Hansen-
Mueller, Omaha; Terry Rogers,
Lincoln; Joan Hall Davison, Bea-
trice; Helen McChesney, Cam-
bridge; Dale Blake, Eugene Witt,
Dean Berndt, Danbury; Boyd Rob-
erts, Plattsmouth.



