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Federal casesreveal
rottenunderbdly of Joorts

The sad spectacle of the Barton County
Community College sports program has
spilled out across the front page and into the
court record, revealing thedark underbelly of

college sports.

While cheating surfaces now and then in
college athletics— and seemsto be particu-
larly rampant in recruiting young athletes—
we like to maintain thefiction that our mod-
ern-day gladiatorsare” amateurs.”

WhiletheBarton County caseisextreme—
seven coaches and the athletic director in-
dicted, thecollegepresident out of ajob—it’s

nothing new.

What’ snew — and welcome— isthewill-
ingness of federal prosecutorsto go to court
Inacasethat must send shiversdownthespine
of many on-the-edge operatorsin college
locker roomsand athletic offices.

It snot that wethink college sportsare bad.
Weall follow our favoriteteams. Wegotothe
occasional game. Welike sports.

And college sportscan bean avenueto suc-
cessfor kidswhosefamiliesotherwise might
not be able to get them an education. Sports
can be wholesome, honorable, entertaining,
enlightening, educational. Competition
teachesusmuch about oursel ves— and about

life.

But one of the things we need to learn in
school isto play by the rules. At Barton
County, apparently, they madetheir own.

Junior colleges generally don't offer full

At the Great Bend college, athletes were
hooked up to make-work jobs paid for with
federal work-study money. Coacheswereac-
cused of fraud and embezzlement for signing

falsetimecards.

charges.

They also, allegedly, had hel perstake cor-
respondence courses to help sophomores
graduate, then mailed falsified transcriptsto
four-year colleges. That brought mail fraud

Maybethereisnothing new here. Inbig-time
college sports, a coach can be caught cheat-
ing by the NCAA one year and get a bigger

contract with a more prestigious school the

ters.

al therules.

KenlLay.

next. Kansasuniversitieshavebeenknownto
hiresomeof thesewin-by-any-meanscharac-

But sports, likeacademics, issupposedtobe
about honor, about winning yes, but winning
withintherules,

Asinred life, theathletewholeavesthefield
with honor should be the one we admire, not
the guy who cheated at every turn and broke

It's as in business, we admire billionaire
Warren Buffett, but not sothelate Enron chief

I’ sgood to seethefedstaking after thenest

of crooked coaches at Barton County. We

scholarshipsto their athletes. Y ou’ re doing

well to get tuition and books.

hopetheir behavior isjustanexampleof afew
bad apples, not thetip of an ugly and embar-
rassing iceberg.

Butif itis, weshould cleanit up.

—SeveHaynes

‘Only 14days,” but Dad sad

The house is quiet. Jim left for
work alittleafter 6 a.m. and Taylor
isstill deeping.

Thisismy favoritetime of day.

| don’t get achancetodoit much
anymore, butinthemornings, | love
tojust sit outside with acup of cof-
fee and watch the day wake up.

Because of the heat, I’ ve been
doing my watering in the early
morning, and | usually see some of
my neighborstaking their morning
walk. | watch the birdsgrubbingin
the lawn for bits and pieces to add
totheir nests. It sabeautiful timeof
day.
Thequiet will end soonenough. |
need to wake Taylor, and then my
day, officialy, starts.

Her father called and | could tell
hewasmissinghislittlegirl. | heard
her side of the conversation as she
kept reassuringhim, “But, Dad, it's
only 14 moredays.”

| have to give Adam and Kara
credit, though. Taylor istheir only
childandthey arepretty wrapped up
in her life. They have natural fears
for her safety asany parent would.

In Taylor’s absence, | think
Kara simagination runsaway with
her. We were talking on the phone
oneday and | told Karafor theump-
teenthtimethat | would watch Tay-
lor closely.

“1 know you will,” shesaid, “ but
deathlurksaround every corner out
there.”

Now, | alwaysthought rural Kan-
saswas a pretty safe place. It'sthe
city youhadtowatchoutfor. | guess
it all dependson your perspective.

—ob—
Thisheat hasbeen absolutely op-

Out Back

By Carolyn SueKelley-Plotts
cplotts@nwkansas.com
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pressive. Like | said, Jim left for
work shortly after 6 this morning.
He said he's going to knock off
about 2 p.m. whenit getsreally hot.
| think theMexicanshaveitright: A
siesta is the smart thing to do on
these dog-day afternoons.
—ob—

A long phone conversation with
our expectant daughter in San An-
tonioinformed usthat sheis confi-
dent the baby will come thisweek.
She said everything is ready and
waiting. | know we are ready and
waiting.

—ob—

Have you heard about Red Fri-
days?My brother Bill sent meane-
mail about an American movement

called Red Friday. Toshow support
for our troops overseas, and to re-
mind us of the blood they’ ve shed,
everyone is asked to wear red on
Fridays.

You don’t think twice about
wearingschool colorsor your favor-
iteproteam’ scolors. Joinme, won't
you? And, let’sturn Americared
thisFriday.

(From theBibI@
\_ _J

Cantheblindleadtheblind?
shall they notbothfall intothe
ditch?

Luke6: 39b

L etter totheEditor

J

TotheEditor:

| amhumbled by theresponseand
support of everyonesincel lost my
homeand my dreamsinthefire.

Throughiit al, | havetruly real-
ized that material things are really
nothing, compared to the blessings
God has provided through friends

and family.

This has truly made me love
Oberlin and its people more than
ever. Most importantly, | have
grown in my faith. God bless you
all!

Phillip Erickson
Oberlin

THE OBERLIN HERALD

Serving Oberlinand Decatur County since1879

USPS401-600
170S. PennAve., Oberlin, Kan. 67749-2243

Published each Wednesday by Haynes Pub-
lishing Co., 170 S. Penn Ave., Oberlin, Kan.
67749. Periodicals mail postage paid at Ober-
lin, Kan. 67749.

Seveand CynthiaHaynes, publishers
Official newspaper of Oberlin, Jennings, Nor-
catur, Dresdenand Decatur County. M ember of
the Kansas Press Association, National News-
paper Association, Colorado Press Associa-
tion, Nebraska Press Association and Inland
PressAssociation.

Subscriptions: Oneyear, $33 (tax included) in Decatur, Norton,
Rawlins, Sheridan, Thomas and Red Willow counties; $38 (tax
included) el sewhereinK ansas; $42 el sewhereintheU.S. Foreign
subscriptions, $50-$250 (in US dollars only) extra per year

(except APO/FPO). POSTMASTER: Send changeof addressto
170S. PennAve., Oberlin, Kan. 67749-2243.

Officehours: 8:30a.m.-5:30p.m. Mon.-Fri.
(Alsoopenmost Saturdayswhen someoneisin.)

\_

Phone: (785) 475-2206

E-mail: obherald@nwkansas.com

Nor’West Newspapers
STAFF
SteveHayNes. ... oveeeereee e editor
Kimberly Davis .......c.c....... managing editor
Mary LouOIson .......ccccceeenuenneee society editor
Judy Jordan .......cceeeeieiiiieeienns proofreader
CarolynKelley-Plotts..................... columnist
CynthiaHaynes.................. businessmanager
DavidBergling............... advertising manager
PatCozad .......cccovveneen. wantads/circulation
KarlaJones........ccccevuevennne. advertising production
JoanBeEttS ..o historian
JmMerriott ......coeeeveiienn. sportsreporter
Whitney Beinke .........ccccoceenee. pagemakeup
@‘-‘f_ uuuuuu
Kansas Press N;] L0
Association ASSoCIATION o e )

Fax (785) 475-2800

DONT v LeFT
SCRAMBLING TO SATISFY

Bl YOUR CIGARETTE CRAVINGS

WHEN KANSAS

ALTOGETHER!

! YOU SIMPLY INSTALL
| A CARTON OF

EVENTUALLY BANS SMOKING g

WITH 115 PATENTED
i FEEDING TUBE DESICN,

e

il vour FAVORITE SMOKES ... @ """

| oz

i

@'056@5,———-—..

~—

Now YOU CAN
INDULGE YOUR
NICOTINE ADDICTION...

FAVAILABLE IN FILTERED

WITH
SMOKER®
HGLMET' |

THE ANTI-SMOKING
ZEALOTS
WILL NEVER KNOW
THAT YOU'RE
IN THE ROOM!

AND ON: FILTCRGD

L

WIldKI ngdom rlghtln Col orado

Lionsandfoxesandyaks,ohmy.

Sorry, | couldn’thelpmyself.It's
been a Mutual of Omaha’s Wild
Kingdomfor methislast week.

We spent the week in Colorado
and kept our eyes out for wild crit-
ters — including the pair of deer
browsing a couple of houses down
from us on the neighbor’s front
lawn.

Oneday Steve and |, his sister,
brother-in-law and nephew took a
scenictraintripfrom AlamosatoLa
Veta, going through wild country
and over amountain pass. On the
way, wesaw antel ope, deer and elk.
Thesearead | funtowatch, butitwas
the trip home that left us with the
best photos.

After getting off thetrain, weate
supper and climbed back in the car
for the hour-long trip back to our
house. Steve was driving and he
never takes the four-lane when a
two-lane beckons, or a paved road
when there’ sagravel back track to
explore.

So as we wove through the late
afternoon past ditchesandfields, he
pointed out thelocal sights, includ-
inganold adobepotato shed, which
had seen better daysandwasfalling
in. Suddenly hissister pointedtothe
top of the shed and asked what was
upthere.

Atfirstwethoughtitwasacat. We
werewithinsight of afarmhouse, so
that seemed logical. We soon fig-
uredoutthat it wasafox andslowed
towatch. However, Mr. Fox slipped

\C

Open Season

ByCynthiaHaynes

cahaynes@nwkansas.com
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off theruined roof and disappeared.
Aswe started on past the falling-
down shed, we spotted two more
foxesontheother side. Thesewere
more photogenic and one hung
aroundlongenoughfor ustoget out
our cameraand snap afew shots.

A littlefarther downtheroad, we
saw ayoung goat standing on its
hind legs to eat from the lower
branchesof atreeandweall smiled.
My sharp-eyed sister-in-law, how-
ever, saw morethan acute goat.

“Yak,” she said. “There were
yaksback there.”

Huh?

We turned around, and sure,
enoughthereweretwoyaksandfive
paint horsesin the pasture with the
goats.

Now therearealot of Ilamas out
in Colorado these days. They're
supposed to be good at guarding
sheep, but most of those I’ ve seen
are just standing around by them-
selvesinfields, sol don’tknow what
they’re for except to admire. They
do make good pack animals, I’'m
told.

Here was afarmer who wastry-
ing for adifferent look. Of course,
I’mnot surewhat youwould dowith
oneyakinColorado, letaloneapair.
They’re funny little creatures, nc
morethanthreefoot tall.

Itwasafew dayslater that ween-
countered themountain lion.

I have friends who hunt these
magnificent catswith bowsand ar-
rows and hound dogs. One friend
told me how alion knocked her fa-
voritedogover acliff duringahunt.
That lionnow decoratestheir living
room, one of the few homesyou'll
visitwithamountain lion guarding
thesofa.

Sit softly, my friend.

Steve spotted the live cat on the
trail — thankfully onthe other side
of thecreek. All | gottoseewerethe
hind quartersand thetail. But it'se
tail you recognize— long and sin-
ewy, like abig, fur-covered snake
with ablack tip.

We stared in awe and returned
homequickly tosit softly onour sofe
— the one that isn't guarded by &
really big cat.

Wasblgcat lookingfor Iunch’>

In my 58 years of tramping the
outdoorsin Kansas and Colorado,
I’ ve seen nearly every animal and
bird afield.

I’ve hunted quail and pheasant,
trout, crappie and bass.

I’ ve always been an observer, or
the hunter, never the prey.

Until last week.

| jumped up one of the few ani-
mals!’ dnever seenand, after hewas
gone, got to wondering who was
stalking whom.

We spent the week in southern
Colorado, hiking, fishing, riding
scenictrains, entertaining rel atives.

Onenight wewerelategettingto
thetrail, starting up just beforesun-
set. Wehadabusy day, soweagreed
towalk justacoupleof milesuphill,
20 minutesinstead of theusual half
hour.

| had just stopped to wait for
Cynthia, and call the dog back, and
| turned and faced east across the
creek. After acouple of minutes of
idlethought, | wasstartledwhenthe
cat jJumped up out of the bush and
headed up themountain away from
me.

I’ ve alwayswanted to see abob-
catinthefield, and | wasexcited.

I’ veseendeer, elk, moose, moun-
tain sheep and beaver on the trail.
I’ve nearly tripped over sleeping
whitetail, andanantel opebuck once
challenged us to shoulder him off
thetrail. Hestood hisgroundandwe

AIongtheSappa

schaynes@nwkansﬂs.com)

By SteveHaynes

left the pathto him.

I”ve seen birds, lots of them,
ducks, geese, quail, pheasant, song
birds, hugecranes, evenawhooping
craneonce, younameit. Nearly ev-
ery huntable speciesin thisland.

Never acat, notinthewild.

But asthiscat roseonupout of the
brush, histail flowed out behind
him, dark tip flying.

Hewasbig. Not abobcat.

“Panther,” | yelled to Cynthia,
and | thought that odd. Ninety-nine
timesout of 100, I’dcall italion. Or
puma. Funny the things that go
through your mind.

Thecat stoppedandturnedtolook
at me over his shoulder, then
bounded on up the side of the can-
yon.

Wow.

I know guyswho hunt lionswith
hounds. Sometimesthelionwins.

| know hardly anyonewho’ sjust
seenoneonthetrail, and sometimes
that’ snot such agood experience.

Colorado haslost acoupleof jog-
gers. Biologists say the cats may

confusethem with deer, their usual
prey. They also snap up suburban
poodlesand house cats.

Nooneargueswithalion.

Thislion was hiding motionless
inthe brush acrossthe creek, and |
got to thinking about what might
have been.

Was hestalking thedog? Or me?

Or just waiting to cross the trail
unseen?

What would have happened had
we been going on up thetrail ?

What if | hadn’t stopped to wait
and been watching hishiding spot~

Guesswe' [l never know.

I’ ve alwaysworried about meet-
ingupwithmommabear onthetrail,
but the danger thereis an inadvert-
ent encounter. Brown bears aren't
known to stalk man.

Lions, that’ sadifferent subject.

Hewasregal, beautiful, lithe —
andbig.

Itmay havebeenaonce-in-alife-
timeexperience, but at leastitwase
lifeexperience.

Contractor apologizesfor boiler
L etter totheEditor

TotheEditor:

| would liketo start by apologiz-
ingfortheboiler at the Oberlinpool
not running.

Oneof thereasonsthat | havenot
been able to make it run isthat ev-
ery time | have been down to
troubleshoot andrepair theboailer, it
will runfor me. | havebeenrelying
on the factory rep to advise me on
what may bewrong. They havebeen
blamingtheinstallation, whichwas
correct and by the book from the
Start.

However, in the interest of cus-
tomer service for the people of
Oberlin, | have spent upwards of
$800 out of my own pocket trying
tomakeit run.

Now that | havediagnosedit, | am
havingtroublegettingtheright part,

which takes aweek each time be-
causethemanufacturerisin Canada.
They have sent me the wrong part
twice.

Thereason| wentwiththisboiler
manufacturer isitwassubstantially
lessexpensivethan the competitor.
However, | think | am learning the
lessonnow of gettingwhat | paidfor.

| amalsovery frustrated with the
customer servicel am getting from
the manufacturer because it makes
me unableto offer you the best ser-
viceavailable, whichismy policy.
Michael Hansen

Hansen’ sPlumbing, Heating
Cooling

North Platte, Neb.




