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Group refusestoshow
how school money spent

The arrogance of the group which keeps
suingtoforceKansasto spend moreand more
money on schools apparently knows no
bounds.

Thegroup, whichcallsitself Schoolsfor Fair
Funding, has been suing the state for seven
years. Thecasefinally ended last week when
the state Supreme Court said the Legislature
had put enough money into schools to com-
ply withitsorders.

The court invited the school s to sue again,
though, and the group’s lead lawyer, Alan
Rupe, ismaking noises about another case.

Thegroup got nearly all itsmoney from 18
school districts, whichinturn got it fromthe
statethey are suing. In effect, the state had to
pay for both sidesof thelawsuit against it.

When Kansas newspapers asked, though,
Mr. Rupe refused to say how he spent more
than $2 millionintax money.

The Topeka Capital-Journal asked for an
accounting, claimingthegroupfallsunder the
stateOpen RecordsActsinceitsall tax money.

Mr. Rupe offered to list where the money
camefrom, but refusedto say how it had been
spent.

At least one Kansas editor, Tom Bell writ-
ing in the Salina Journal, commented that
madehimwonder just what they had spent the
money on. Why wouldn’t they want taxpay-
erstoknow?What dotheschool lawyershave
to hide?

“1think they’ replaying hide-and-seek with
the money,” said Mike Merriam, a Topeka

First Amendment lawyer whofiledthesuitfor
the Capital-Journal. “What the ... public
needsto know ishow the school districtsare
spending money through this corporation.”

It's bad enough that school districts spend
taxpayer dollarsto try to get more money —
legislators have been grumbling about their
heavy spending on lobbying for years— but
the constant, expensivelawsuitsareaninsult
to those of uswho haveto pay for them.

Voters essentialy have no say in this pro-
cess— the schoolsand thejudgeshavetaken
school financedecisionsout of our handsand
put them in the courts, where those who pay
thebillshavelittleinfluence.

We'reentitled to an accounting of how our
money isbeing spent by thisgroup and by the
school districtsthat contributed to the suit.

Arethelawyersspendingitonfancy dinners
and greens fees? Trips out of state? Private
ventures?

No oneknows.

Taxpayer money should never be spent in
secret. It must always be accounted for inthe
open.

And the dubious nature of this effort to
squeeze more money out of the statethrough
constant lawsuits only makes the matter
Worse.

Shameonyou, Mr. Rupe. Shame.

What areyou hiding?

Tell the taxpayers what you did with their
money, and do it now.

—SeveHaynes

Granddaughter just beautiful

| stand corrected. Our newest

grandchlld isnot “cute” —sheis
“beautiful.”

Our daughter Jennifer’s best
friend, Debra, has been by
Jennifer’ ssideever sinceshemoved
back to San Antonio. Debra, who
hasanursing background, hasbeen
invaluable, offering her adviceand
practical help. Sheisthe one who
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Out Back

By Carolyn SueKelley-Plotts
cpl otts@nwkansas.com
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informed us that the baby is more

than just cute.

LittleAnistonPaigewasbornlast
Thursday, threedaysafter my birth-
day. They brought her homethenext
day. Gonearethedaysof athree- to
four-day hospital stay.

When my mother washaving ba-
bies, she said, new mothers were
keptinbedfor 10 days. By thetime
| wasin the baby business, that had
been reduced to three days. Now,
our kidsareinfor 24 hours. By the
time our grandchildren are having
babies, they’ll probably have a
drive-throughlane.

Excitement over anew baby stays
thesame, though. Every gasstation
attendant, every waitress, and every
clerk at every stop we made on the
trip down knows we have a new
granddaughter, her name, her birth-
day and weight.

Babies are like a clean piece of
paper. It's up to us what gets writ-
ten onthe page.

—ob—

Our trip south included an over-
night stopinDallaswith Taylor and
her parents. They haveapool inthe
back yard and Taylor asked her dad
to go swimming with her that night.
Heisavolunteer firefighter and had
just finished alengthy training ses-
sion. He begged off, so | piped up,

“Taylor, G'mawill takeyou swim-
ming. | brought my swimsuit.”

She was excited to hear that and
went back to her father for onelast
attempt. “ Dad, G’ maisgoing togo
swimming with me. Will youcome
with us?’

Again, hesaid, “ Taylor, not right
now.”

Her reply came right back:
“What?Y ou don’t want to be seen
with a59-year-old woman?’

—ob—

Jim has taken Aniston’s big sis-
ter, Alexandria, out shopping. They
weretomakeashorttriptoagrocery
store first for eggs, lemons and
whipping cream. | have been mak-
inganew dessert called“ angel pie’
and | promised it for dinner this
evening.

Therecipesaysit should“sit” for
12 hours. Sofar, it hasnever lasted
more than one or two. Jim abso-
lutely lovesit. It’ seasy enough, but
a little time consuming. When |
make it for us, | don’'t even bother
givinghimonepiece. | justload his
platewiththree. It savesmetimeon
thereturntrips.

Y ouhavetolikelemon, though. |
madeit for Adam and Karaand she
said it made her jawshurt, it wasso
“lemony.”

—ob—

| feel guilty taking awholeweek
off fromwork. Weareshort-handed
and one person’s absence really
makesahardshipontheothers. One
thing is for sure, though. My co-
workerswill getevenwithmewhen
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Write

The Oberlin Herald encourages
L ettersto the Editor on any topic of
public interest. Letters should be
brief, clear and to the point. They
must besigned and carry theaddress
and phone number of the author.

Mail lettersto 170 S. Penn Ave.,
Oberlin, Kan., 67749, or by E-mail

they takeaweek off.
to obherald@nwkansas.com.

We do not publish anonymous
letters. We sign our opinions and
expect readersto do likewise.

Wedo not publishformlettersor
| etters about topics which do not

pertain to our area. Thank-yous
should go to the Want Ad desk.
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"MY ONE VOTE
WON'T MAKE
ANY DIFFERENCE!
(APATHETIC LOBE)

"TVe GOT

BETTER THINGS
TO DO WITH
MY TIME.”

(ELITIST GYNAPSE)

(CONFUSED INDEPENDENCE

CITIZEN RESPONSIBILITY
(6EVERELY SHRIVELED)

KANSAS NON-VOTER BRAIN SCAN

"IF 1 VOTE
I'D HAVE TO

KNOW WHAT'S
GOING ON’

(BLISSFUL IGNORANCE
CORTEX )

'ITS A
FREE COUNTRY
AND T DON'T
HAVE TO VOTE”

CEREBRUM)

Trucklnadvertentlyborrovved

“Yep, we've had that truck for a
coupleof years, except for thetime
itwasstolen,” hesaid.

Stolen? It'sasmall town. We'd
haveknownif thisprominentcitizen
had had histruck stolen.

He could see the question in our
eyes, so hegrinned and explained.

It seemed a helper was taking a
delivery to the nursing home and
borrowedtheboss' whitetruck. The
delivery made, thehel per cameback
outandgotintowhitevehiclesitting
at the curb — with the keysin the
ignition — and drove back down-
town and parked near the store.

Whenthebosswent outsidetogo
home, his truck was missing. He
asked the helper, who said it had
been parkedinitsregular place. He
calledthepolice.

Itdidn’ttakelongfor theofficers
to find hiswhite truck, still parked
infront of the nursing home.

Thewomanwhosewhitecar had
been taken was till inside. She'd
never realized her vehiclehad been
inadvertently “borrowed.”

Weall laughed about the mix-up
but | had aguilty memory of getting
intoawhitecar morethanonceonly
to realize it wasn’'t my white car.
Somehow, | figure, if it’ swhite, acar
and parked near wherel shouldhave
parked, it's mine. Sometimesiit is.

\C

Open Season

ByCynthiaHaynes

cahaynes@nwkansas.com

J

Sometimes| jump out and hopeno-
body saw me.

| remember a similar thing hap-
pened with my parents back in
Concordiawhen | wasateenager.

We had two copper-colored
Buicks. They weren't identical but
they wereonly ayear apart and they
were pretty similar.

Oneday Dad got into the new car
and drove downtown to get a hair-
cut. Hehadto park ablock away and
walk to thebarber shop, whichwas
alongwaysin Concordia.

Mom got into the older car and
drove downtown to the city offices
to pay the utility bill. It only took a
few minutes, andwhen shecameout
shejumpedintothecopper-colored
Buick at the curb and drove home,
forgetting that she had parked
around the corner.

Dad came out and his car was
gone. He walked up and down the

three-block downtown—nocar. He
finally found the one Mom hao
drivendowntown onthesidestreet.
He knew he hadn’t parked it there,
but droveit homeanyway.

Themissing car puzzlewassorted
out at the supper table.

Now if | can just figure out why
someoneleft their coffeecupinmy
car. Oops. Maybe, that’ smineover
there. It' swhite!

(From theBibI@
\__ J

My brethren, countitall joy
whenyefall intodiverstemp-
tations; Knowingthis, that the
trying of your faith worketh
patience.

James1: 2,3

GOPwr |t|ng off Hispanics?

Y ou haveto wonder whether the
Republican party plans to marg-
inalizeitself oritjustworksout that
way.

Despitesix yearsof hardwork by
President George Bush and years
beforethat in Texas and acrossthe
country, the Republicansare ready
to write off the Hispanic vote for-
ever.

Thepartyisgivingintoawaveof
xenophobicanti-immigrationfears,
lockingitself into positionsthat will
brand it as anti-Hispanic and anti-
immigrant for decadesto come.

The Democrats are only too
happy to sweep up those votes,
clutching Mexican-American vot-
ersand other Hispanicsto their bo-
somasthey didtheblack voteinthe
1960s.

Weall know how that went. Even
today, morethanfour decadeslater,
the Republicans still get only a
handful of African-Americanvotes.

The pity of itis, Mr. Bush, Karl
Roveand their crew had this pretty
well figured out. The president, as
governor of Texas, knew howtotalk
toHispanicvoters. Hespeaks Span-
ish well enough to get his point
acrosson thestump.

In Texas, you don’t ignore the
Hispanic vote. Increasingly, that’s
true acrossthe country.

It'sjust good politics to include
Hispanics. It’ stheright thing to do.

AIongtheSappa

schaynes@nwkansﬂs.com)

By SteveHaynes

Theimmigration“crisis’ isphony
anyway. We' renot beinginundated
by moreworkersthan the economy
can handle, no one comes here just
to get on welfare, and no, there are
not hundredsof terroristsstreaming
acrosstheborder, nomatter what the
scare-mongersclaim.

TheRepublicansareshifting over
to the thoughts of immigration nut
cases like Congressman Tom
Tancredo of Denver, who' s talked
about nothing elsefor years.

Evenif wecouldbuildawall clear
across the continent, it wouldn’t
solve much.

Our economy would still need
more workers. People in Mexico
would still want to come here to
makealiving.

“Butit’ sillegal tosneak acrossthe
border,” someone will scream.
“They'rebreaking thelaw.”

They do that because thereisno
legal way for aMexican worker to
come to this country. The waiting
list stretches for years. It'simpos-

sible.

All therhetoric doesispush His-
panics to the Demacrats. Some of
themhavebeeninthiscountry since
the 1600s, longer than most Anglc
families. Others came decades agc
to work for railroads, mines anc
farms. Still more have comein re-
centyears.

Those who stay — and many do
go home — want to be Americans.
They will vote. They will remem-
ber.

And make no mistake. They are
not going to be voting Republican
any timesoonif thiskeepsup.

Still, theparty seemsready toline
up lemming-like and jump off the
nearest political cliff.

It' sstupid, foolishandwrong, but
there you haveit. A watershed in
politics the likes of which comes
alongonceor twiceacentury, alost
opportunity of immense propor-
tions, a wrong that begs to be
righted.

And probably won't.

Norton thanksfiremenfor help
( LetterstotheEditor )

Editor’s Note: This letter was
received by both the Norcatur and
Oberlinfiredepartmentsfollowing
afireinNortononMonday, July 24:

The City of Norton wantsto ex-
press its utmost appreciation for
your department’s assistance in
fighting the fire in downtown
Norton on Monday. The city was
very fortunate that nobody wasin-
juredinthefire, and the equipment
and manpower whichwasprovided
throughmutual aidwasakey factor.

Theassistancethat wasprovided
from the surrounding communities
was above expectations. Without
the help from all of the volunteer
firefighters, thecity could havelost
much morethantwo buildings. We
arevery grateful for the volunteers
whowent aboveand beyond all ex-
pectationsin stopping thefire’ sad-

vance.
Again, the Norton City Council,
City Administration and Norton
Fire Department appreciate all the
mutual aid assistanceyou provided
toour city. Thank you!
David N. Corns, mayor
City of Norton

Rep. M oran saysvotelaw too much

TotheEditor:

Last month, thispaper ranan edi-
torial ontheHelp AmericaVoteAct
that Congresspassedfour yearsago.
This legislation was written in re-
sponse to problems with Florida
voters' ballotsinthe2000 presiden-
tial election.

During my time in Congress, |
have come to realize that when a
specific problem or crisis captures

America’ s attention, the govern-
ment tendsto overreact and imple-
ment overreachinglegidationwith-
out regard to the unintended conse-
quences.

| did anticipate what would hap-
pen to small-town voters and was
oneof the48 MembersintheHouse
of Representativestovotenoonthis
legislation.

Thislawisanother exampleof the

federal government dictating bur-
densome requirementsto state anc
local authorities. | agree with Mr.
Haynesthat thisis"onemorenail in
thecoffinof rural America.” | donot
believein“one-size-fits-all” legis-
lationand continueworking hardto
bethevoicefor rural Americaand,
most importantly, Kansas.

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran

Hays



