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Coach,
teacher

does it all|

Man serves
in high school
for 32 years

The journalism staffwill be high-
lighting ateacher eachweek, begin-
ning with Mr. Ahlberg.

By MARCIMETCALF

Family man, coach, teacher and
mentor are all different ways of de-
scribing Dick Ahlberg. Afterteach-
ing for 32 years, he has quite the
understanding of high school stu-
dents.

Mr. Ahlberg graduated from Fort
Hays State University in 1975 with
a major in history. He teaches gov-
ernment, American history, world
history,economics, and Kansas his-
tory.

He said that over the years there
have been many changes in teach-
ing. “Technology has advanced and
there are more state standards, test-
ing, and paperwork changes,” he
said.

Along with teaching, Mr. Ahl-
bergisalsoacoach. Hehas coached
cross-country for 30 years, golf for
27 years, basketball for 12 years,
and junior high basketball for 12
years. Other sports he has coached
are high school track, before he
started coaching golf, and even one
year of junior high volleyball.
“Coaching has been abig partof my
teaching career, and I’ve always
enjoyed it,” he said.

Mr. Ahlberg’s wife, Suzanne, is
Director of Nursing at the hospital.

He has a daughter, Christie Rice,
wholivesin Lincoln, Neb., and three
sons, two of whom live in Fort
Collins. Andy works for Coca-Cola
and plays in a band, Away From

SOCIALSTUDIES TEACHER Dick Ahlberg has taught and coached at Decatur Commu-

nity High for 32 years.

Nothing; Erik works at Fiberlok and
Lucky Joe’s; and Masonis a second-
grader at Oberlin Elementary
School.

“Iloveto golf, spend time with my
family, ride bikes with Mason, and
visit my kids and grandchildren,”
said Mr. Ahlberg.

In high school Mr. Ahlberg was
very involved in sports. He wentout
for cross-country three years, and
lettered all three; lettered in basket-
ball for two years, was honorable
mention and all-league; and also let-
tered in golf all four years and was a
state qualifier. He was alsoinvolved
in TARS: Teenage Republicans

Survey needs answers

If you’ve noticed a survey on the
school’s website, please don’t ig-
nore it.

The Facilities Committee, which
is part of Decatur Tomorrow, needs
the community’s ideas on ways to
better utilize facilities such as the
Gateway, high school, library and
theater.

New
Students

Macy Rouse

By AMIE RITTER

Macy Rouse is a senior this year.
She moved here from Whitewater,
and says there isn’t very much dif-
ference from her old school except
the senior class is a little smaller.

She said she moved here because
she needed a new start. She lives
with her father, Robert Rouse, and
family, and says she likes to play
guitar, hang out with friends, and
take pictures for fun.

Macy also works at A&W. Her
favorite classes this year are Biology
[T and choir.

Shanna Pierce

By LAKIN LAHE

Shanna Pierce, 16, is a junior and
comes to us from Atwood.

She moved with her family when
her mother got a job in Oberlin.

Shanna works at the Frontier Res-
taurant as a waitress. She says she
likes it a lot better here. It is bigger
here, and she enjoys the students and
classes. Inher spare time she enjoys
riding horses and listening to music.

Elleigh Walker

By SARAH MURRAY

Elleigh Walker is a sophomore
this year.

Elleigh has one step-brother, Jus-
tin William Myer. Her mother,
Dawn Walker, runs the Kids Korner
Daycare. Elleigh said they moved
from Kearney for family reasons.

“Ilike both places right now, so I
can’t decide which one is better,”
she said.

Ellie likes to hang out with her
friends and drive around.

Victoria Winters

By NICHOLE WALTERS

Victoria Winters is another new
senior at Decatur Community High
School. She moved here from a
much smaller school in Hill City.

Victoria’s favorite class is arts
and crafts. She works as adietary aid
at the Good Samaritan Center.

In her spare time she likes to lis-
ten to music and go on walks.

The Facilities Committee wants
tomake these assets more accessible
toeveryone. Itisasimple survey and
takes only a few minutes.

The school web site is www.usd-
294.org. If you have questions, con-
tact Dan Nedland at dannoned-
@hotmail.com or Brenda Breth at
bbreth@usd294.org.

where he helped campaign for Bob
Dole, and also taught Sunday school
and coached Little League baseball.

“I don’t think students have
changed that much. Most students
have the same backgrounds as their
parents, and they behave the same,”
said Mr. Ahlberg. “I have high ex-
pectations, and most of my students
do what I expect.”

“There is no teacher I respect
more than Mr. Ahlberg,” said Eng-
lishteacher Brenda Breth. “The stu-
dents also like and respect Mr.
Ahlberg. Every year when my jun-
iors write about their favorite
teacher in their autobiographies, his
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name comes up more than any other.
Heis anicon in our building.”

“Mr. Ahlberg is one of the best
teachers I have everhad the pleasure
of working with,” said Duane
Dorshorst, Oberlin Elementary
School principal and former col-
league.

“Hislove for his subject matter is
evident in the passion for which he
teaches it. He truly cares about his
students and their future. He pre-
pares students for life beyond high
school by making themresponsible
for their own learning, and helping
them to develop thinking skills that
are critical to their future.”

School Menus

Sept. 25-29
OBERLIN SCHOOLS
Monday: Breakfast: cereal, muf-
fin, Mandarin oranges. Lunch:
creamy chicken/veggies over rice.
Tuesday: Breakfast: cherry orapple
turnover, ham. Lunch: sausageona
stick. Wednesday: Breakfast:

waffles, sausage patty, tropical fruit.
Lunch: breakfast pizza, peaches.
Thursday: Breakfast: breakfast
bites, pineapple. Lunch: chicken
sandwich. Friday: Breakfast: ce-
real, muffin, pears. Lunch: pizza.
Milk served with all meals. Choice
bar served with all lunches.
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School prepares
for homecoming

By AMIE RITTER

This year’s 2006 Homecoming
game is against Rawlins County on
Friday, Sept. 29. To get the football
boys pumped up, the cheerleaders
chose five days of dressing goofy.

Monday is pajama, crazy hair,
and hat day.

Tuesday is career day.

Since Wednesday is picture day,

itis dress your best day.

Thursday is opposite day, and Fri-
day is spirit day.

The theme for this year’s floats
and windows is video games. The
students will work on the windows
Tuesday during homeroom, and on
the floats Thursday after the bonfire
and all day Friday before the parade.

Students honor vets
during game half-time

Twenty veterans from all bran-
ches of the military were honored at
half-time during the Oberlin/
Oakley football game Friday, Sept.
15.

The Decatur Community High
School band played “Washington’s
Post March,” “Salute to America’s
Finest,” and “This Is My Country”
in honor of the servicemen.

Band Director Christie Morris
said she wanted to honor our veter-
ans becauseitistherightthingtodo.
“Itislong overdue,” said Mrs. Mor-
ris.

“I think it was very nice to honor
the vets for keeping us free,” said
Jordan Tally.

Chris Larson said, “I thought it
was good to honor the veterans.”

“It made me feel like we were re-
ally doing something good,” said
Jacinta Carter, “honoring those who
fought for us.”

Rory Wendelin said, “It made me
feel proud to honor our veterans, to
give something back to them.”

“I thought it was great to recog-
nize some of the men who served
our country,” said Amber Mason.
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CARPET VINYL TILE LAMINATE
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206 NORRIS AVE.
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308-345-3177

September Super
SALE SPECTACULAR

2006 Silverado 2500 HD

® 360 HP 650 torque

available in a
pickup!

* 6 speed Allison
automatic

* Hurry, beat the ‘07
emissions and price
increase

most powerful diesel E [

*3,000 .....

1997 Nissan XE 4x4

e 4 cyl, 5 speed
;® Great economical truck

*6,900

2000 Chevrolet 2500 4x4

* Turbo Diesel! Automatic
] Long Box, excellent

1759900

1999 Chevrolet 1500 Ex Cob 4x4

* Loaded LT package
w/leather

* Only 80,000 miles

*13,900|

[ [EE\ N

2003 Dodge Ram 3500 Quad Cab
___Em

® 4x4, Dually, Automatic
o Loaded Lecu’rher
Larcmle

' $25,900

2006 Cadillac CTS

¢ White Diamond

® Bose Premium
Stereo

® 3.6L V6 w/VVT

e Ultimate luxury
& economy

B,
wrd

1999 Chevrolet Suburban 4x4

o Leather, loaded, LT
- @ Room for everyone!

*8,900

[T N\SN
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2003 Jeep Liberty

e 3.7L V6,4x4, auto
® Only 39,000 miles!

*13,900

2004 Buuck Rainier CXL
: * V8, smooth, quiet SUV,
AWD

3@ Only 33,000 miles

*17,900

2005 Mercury Mountameer

* Top of the line model

. V8 sunroof 33,000

2006 Pontiac

Grand Prix GT
%

* 3.8 Supercharged Vé

® Premium interior
w/heated leather

* Sunroof & premium*
sound

L5024, 446

8

2005 Chevrolet Impala
¢ GM Certified with

warranty

' &

* Roomy economical 4 door

- *12,900

2004 Nissan Sentra
< .

® 4 cyl, automatic
® Fuel saver!

*10,900

2005 Buick LeSabre
e GM Certified with

worrcm

& ° 24,000 m||es

2001 Cadillac DeVille DHS
Al -

* V8, loaded, luxury

_, ® Excellent local trade
)

201 East B Street

CHEVROLET - BUICK - PONTIAC - CADILLAC

McCook, Nebraska

345-3500 800-456-5046

* Dealer Retains Rebates
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www.drivewagner.com



