
* Students learn to write
    for grade school paper
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ON SATURDAY Michael Wasson used survey equipment at the Decatur County Fair-
ground to start the leveling work for the new arena and livestock building purchased
through the Decatur County Fair Foundation. Mr. Wasson and Clay Anderson, who also
helped with the leveling, spearheaded the fundraising for the building.

— Herald staff photo by Kimberly Davis

Getting ready for barn
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Furniture/Garage Indoor Sale
Saturday, March 17, 9-1

Double bed, kitchen hutch, new unused twin aerobed,
small dresser, old trunk, dishes and more.

785-693-4514
103 East Opelik

Norcatur, KS

* City plans to remove limbs

video game or movie revues or they
can write about their favorite subject
in school, clubs or sports.

Baron Green said he comes up
with story ideas by writing about his
own experiences or things that he
already knows.

As the teacher and the editor of the
paper Mr. Thornton said, he helps
the students set up interviews and
checks their work. He said he
doesn’t change their wording
though because he wants it to be a
fifth-grade newspaper not a fifth-
grade teacher’s newspaper.

He said he does make sugges-
tions, but doesn’t write for them.

“I have been asked about some of
the mistakes that are printed in the
paper,” he said. “The students need
to make mistakes in order to learn
what to do differently. If I fixed all
of the mistakes then we wouldn’t
have anything to go back and com-
pare to and look at how much we’re
improving as writers.”

He said they use the old papers for
class to see if the students have fol-
lowed the conventional rules and if
the sentences have a good flow.

“Writing,” he said, “is important
for every age group. It’s the only
way a lot of people can express
themselves.”

Lara Zodrow said she enjoys writ-
ing because she likes to be creative
and have fun with her mind. Her
classmate Kyle Breth said he likes
writing for the O.E.S. Express be-
cause it will help him become a bet-
ter writer.

Mr. Thornton said it was hard at
the beginning of year to get the stu-

dents settled down to write anything
because they were timid about spell-
ing errors. Once they learned they
could go back and fix problems they
became much more creative writers.

“I get some really crazy stories
sometimes,” he said, “or comics that
aren’t all that funny to me, but the
main thing is that they used their
imaginations and really put thought
into what they were writing.”

Justin Gee said he likes writing for
the paper because he’s learned
things he didn’t know before and
people learn things from the O.E.S.

Express. Konner Fortin said he likes
writing because he enjoys people’s
reactions when they read his ar-
ticles.

“These students have so many
God-given talents that makes all of
them diverse,” said Mr. Thornton.
“They won’t all go to college, but
they all will use the talents God gave
them in one way or another. A big
part of my job is not just to teach
curriculum, but also to nurture my
student’s personalities and help
them develop into individuals.”

A cartoon by Dan Skibbe

of the city, including the west side
of Penn, starting Monday, March
26.

Jason Ketterl, vocational agricul-
ture teacher at Decatur Community
High School, volunteered to help
with the project by cutting up limbs
and getting them to the front yard for

people who can’t.
Mr. Ketterl will organize volun-

teers from the FFA members, the
National Honor Society and adults.

The city office will serve as the
contact point, so anyone who needs
help getting the limbs to the curb
should call City Clerk Deanna
Castle at 475-2217.

City Administrator Gary Shike
said landowners are responsible for
any hanging limbs that need to come
down, unless the limb is over a
power line. Mr. Shike said anyone
with limbs on power lines should
call the city, instead of trying to get
them down by themselves.

Home, garden show set to go
As the weather heats up and the

snow melts, it feels more and more
like spring every day, which for
some means redecorating houses,
planting a garden and spending
more time outside.

For many people, this means sup-
plies are needed to cook out, play
outdoors or repaint the house. And
it is also time for the annual Decatur
County Chamber of Commerce and

KFNF Home and Garden Show at
The Gateway.

The show kicks off at 9 a.m. Sat-
urday and goes until 5 p.m. Festivi-
ties will resume Sunday from 11
a.m. to 3 p.m.

Chamber Manager Glenva
Nichols said she has 24 booths
signed up for the show. Those in-
clude booths for cosmetics, the Last
Indian Raid Museum, games, coins,

four-wheelers, motorcycles, grills,
furnaces, dishwashers, plastic con-
tainers, the cable company and
many more. Mrs. Nichols said the
volunteer emergency medical tech-
nicians plan to have the county’s
new ambulance on display.

The Gateway staff will cook and
sell lunch. Mrs. Nichols said admis-
sion to the show is free.

Cute, loving
Terrier mix
needs a good
home!

DAISY, Cathy and Sadie Rieken’s
beloved pet is great with children!

Call Jody Shike at 785-470-7003 or
Heath Bechler at 316-706-7153.

Summer Job Offers:
The City of Oberlin

is accepting applications
for temporary summer jobs
until positions are filled.
These include labor jobs in the
maintenance of park, streets,
cemetery, swimming pool and
public utilities. Must be 15
years old for pool position, 18
for all other positions.

Also accepting applica-
tions for swimming pool man-
ager. Swimming pool man-
ager must have current Water
Safety Instructor Certificate
and must have completed
American Heart Association
CPR and Basic First Aid. Ex-
perience as pool manager or
assistant manager would be
helpful.

Application forms can be
pickup at the City Office,
#1 Morgan Drive, Oberlin,
KS 67749

Honor Roll
Welcome and thanks to these

recent subscribers to The Oberlin
Herald:

Dennis King, Chesapeake, Va.;
Maurice Anderson, Westminster,
Colo.; Tom and Jennifer Phillips,
Seattle, Wash.; Curtis Williams,
Centennial, Colo.; Elaine Timm,
Nickerson, Neb.; Brian and Krista
Gutchewsky, Kearney, Neb.; Em-
ery Kathka, McCook; Joe Broyles,
Raytown, Mo.; Merlin Schroer,
Santa Clara, Calif.;

CCC Information Service, Sioux
Falls, S.D.; John Love, LaVerne,
Calif.; Mrs. Arlee Williams, West-
inster, Colo.; Mrs. Dale Bixby,
Cheyenne, Wyo.; Ben Sammons,
Citrus Heights, Calif.; Brent Ander-
son, Alpharetta, Ga.; Leslie T.
Brown, Indianola, Neb.; Del Roe,
North Platte, Neb.;

Kansas: Dianne Bareiss, Tyler

Roe, Overland Park; Stanton Wurm,
Lebo; Kevin Wurm, Jim Herl,
Dresden; Tom Hickert, Clayton;
Becky Urban, McPherson; Jerry
Coleman, Marysville; Aden Schil-
lig, Norton; Matt Coiner, Lenny
Fleckenstein, Raymond Yahne,
Vendla Tacha, Archie Harman,
Jennings; Pat Herl, Hoxie; Ron
Schroer, Lansing;

Sherri Ramsey, Arkansas City;
Jerry Wolfram, Harvey Stoney,
Robert Nemeth, Herndon; Western
Concrete Works, John Geisinger,
Selden; Nancy Woods, Garden
City; John Moellering, Grinnell; M.
J. Ritter, Wichita; Francis Hix,
Norcatur; Maxine Walker,
Phillipsburg; Dan Koerperich,

Salina; Brent Simonsson, Wamego;
Paul and Barb Marak, Salina; Ron
Juenemann, Phillipsburg; Charles
Mumm, Gem; Carolyn Lunsford,
Easton; Jane Kelling, Norton;
Harold Carswell, Osborne; William
Kelley, Junction City; Leo Weis,
Dresden; Elsie Lea Bryan, Atwood;

Oberlin: Alberta Ritter, Francis
Moore, Donald Barratt, Mabel
Bailey, Myrtle Ross, Joyce Martin,
Pam Simonsson, Jim and Pat Ab-
bey, Mr. and Mrs. Kendal Carman,
Mrs. Myrtle Warner, Col. Gary
Allen, Dr. Doug Fair, Nila Hafner,
Patty Brown, Kevin Rippe, Ber-
nadine Fred, Lonnie McEvoy, John
Juenemann, George Brown, Dor-
othy Moore.


