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Teacher
handles
changes

Classes go
from typewriters

to computers

By AMIE RITTER

From manual typewriters and ste-
nographer notebooks to computers
and the Internet, teacher Candy
Dejmal has seen a lot of changes in
her career.

Classes for office machines, sec-
retarial office procedures, short-
hand, and typing have beenreplaced
with computer technology, aware-
ness and accounting.

She grew up in Oberlin, the
daughter of Dale and Eris Young,
and graduated from Decatur Com-
munity High School. Her older
brother Gary is an optometrist in
Manhattan and her younger sister
Terri teaches art here.

Mrs. Dejmal knew atayoung age
that she wanted to be a teacher.

“I decided I was going to be a
teacher in the second grade when I
was the teacher in the class play,”
she said. “Tomyknowledge, Inever
changed my mind.

“I'was inspired by many teachers
as I grew up in Oberlin. In fact, I
have always been surrounded by
educators who took an interest in
me, had high expectations of me,
and provided me with many oppor-
tunities to learn all that I could.”

During junior high she began to
do office tasks for her parents, who
owned a construction business and
later Dale’s Fish ‘N’ Fun.

“Iloved the work and took all the
business classes offered during high
school,” she said. “When it came
time for college, since I had always
knownIwanted to be ateacher, I put
the two interests together and de-
cided to become abusiness teacher.”

She graduated from Fort Hays
State University and has abachelors
and a masters degree in business
education. She began her teaching
career as an instructor at Colby
Community College.

“I was very fortunate to start my
teaching career at Colby,” she said.
“The mentors I worked with, Grace
Mary Melvin and Karen Flanagin,
served as good models for me in my
professional growth.”

AtColby she taught office assimi-
lation, business communication,
office machines and secretarial of-
fice procedures.

She married Joe Dejmal, and they
moved to Mahaska, where Joe own-
ed and operated a custom harvest
business. Mrs. Dejmal taught busi-
ness at Fairbury High School in Ne-
braska, a daily commute of nearly
20 miles, and taught there for 11
years. Both of her children, Ryan
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High School, looked over Seth Ritter’s computer project during class.

and Trena, were born in Fairbury.

“During this time, I was again sur-
rounded by excellent teachers,” she
said. “All these experiences built a
good foundation for what I stand for
as aneducator and my love for help-
ing my students become the best
they can be.”

In 1983 the Dejmals moved to
Oberlin to join her family’s busi-
ness, and a few years after that she
started teaching at the high school in
the at-risk program with Oran
Milner.

“He was a very dedicated educa-
tor, and I learned so much as we
worked together in the program he
developed for our school district,”
she said. “I have a lot of respect for
Mr. Milner, and he became an inspi-
ration to me as he helped students
succeed in the classroom.”

After Mr. Milner retired, Mrs.
Dejmal continued with the at-risk
program for six years and then an
opening came up in the business
department. She’s been teaching
computers and technology ever
since.

“Ienjoy allmy classes,” said Mrs.
Dejmal. “Tteach grades 8-12 and get
a lot of variety with the constant
changes always taking place with
technology. I started teaching with
manual typewriters in a class of 37
students. I’ve taught from manual
typewriters toelectric typewriters to
computers and the Internet,” said
Mrs. Dejmal. “I’ve been through
generations of technologies.”

Now she teaches in two voca-
tional programs: business and com-
puter technology, with classes such
as computer awareness, computer
applications, and accounting; and

communications technology, which
includes television communica-
tions.

“Being a business and computer
teacher, it seems like changes occur
on a daily basis,” she said. “When I
first began teaching, I was the pre-
senter foreach lesson. With technol-
ogy present in the classroom, my
role as a teacher has changed more
to that of a facilitator.

“Today’s students are talented
and love all areas of technology,”
she continued. They are creative
thinkers, good problem ssolvers, and
like to work both independently and
ingroups, getting the most out of the
software and hardware available to
them.”

Mrs. Dejmalis also the vocational
coordinator for the districtand is the
Colby Community College Out-
reach coordinator in Oberlin. She
teaches business and computer out-
reach courses for the college.

Sheis the National Honor Society
advisor and a junior class sponsor.

“My favorite part of NHS is the
service projects we do for both the
school and community,” she said.
“We have worked hard throughout
the past few years to instill in the
NHS members the importance of
service to others. Hopefully, this
NHS ideal will continue to be im-
portant to the members as they con-
tinue beyond high school.”

Teaching is a family affair. Not
only are she and her sister teachers,
but so are her daughter, Trena
Miller, and nephew, Tucker Wool-
sey. Trenais afirst-grade teacher at
Windy Hills Elementary School in
Kearney, and Tucker is the princi-
pal at Quinter High School.

“Ienjoy teaching with my sister,”
said Mrs. Dejmal. “Because she is
so creative and artistic, I depend on
her forideas and suggestions inboth
classroom and NHS projects.”

Mrs. Dejmal also gotto teach with
hernephew. Tucker’s first teaching
job was teaching computers in
Oberlin after Sharon Addleman re-
tired.

“That was a special year for me,”
said Mrs. Dejmal.

Daughter Trenanow livesin EIm
Creek, Neb., with her husband, Rob-
ert, who works for Dawson Public
Power in Lexington. They are ex-
pecting their first baby at the end of
May.

The Dejmal’s son, Ryan, lives in
Shawnee. He is a design engineer
for Garmin Ltd. He and his wife
Christy, anurse practitioner, have a
10-month-old son, Evan.

When she’s not at school or doing
the books for Dale’s Fish ‘N’ Fun,
Mrs. Dejmal enjoys spending time
on the computer and with her fam-
ily.

“When my husband and I made
our decision to move to Oberlin to
join my family’s business, we knew
our children would be educated in an
excellent school system,” she said.
“I'was happy tobecome apartofthe
teaching staff and have alot of pride
and respect for all the positive edu-
cation that takes place at our
schools. We have good students,
and we are so fortunate to live in a
community that supports these
schools.

“I'am proud to say that I returned
to teach at my alma mater, a school
where pride in education is a tradi-
tion.”

Bull
Sales

Ludell, KS

(110) 18 mo. old Registered Angus Bulls

Weaning and Yearling Wt. EPD’s are in the top 2% of breed.
2.2 53 19 95 average EPD’s on Nemeth Bulls
Low Birth Weight - Extremely High Growth
FREE DELIVERY AND BOARDING

|~ Located: 13 miles Northwest of Atwood, KS ~ |

785-322-5505 or 785-626-4309

KAISER ANGUS

Annual Bull Sale

Saturday, April 28, 2007 — 1 p.m.
Oakley Livestock Commission Co., Oakley, KS
3 18 Month Old Bulls

20 Yearling Bulls
E&B 1680 Precision 1023

Bon View New Design 878
Summitcrest Precision N194 G A R Precision 6373

Sires:

First Breeding Season Guarantee
Call Darrell for more information

Home: 754-2234
Cell: 673-3357

GAR Integrity
S S Objective T510 OT26

A.l. Sires Include:

* GAR Integrity

+ ISU Imaging Q911

* Net Present Value

* Perry Power Design
+ Global

Vernon Ketterl
Todd Ketterl

(785) 475-3636
(785) 475-2427
RR 2 Box 115A, Herndon, KS 67739
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(" Voiceof Decatur Community High School )

Bythe DCHS Dictator Staff

Speech team
takes third place

By KAITLYN GILLESPIE

The Oberlin speech team placed
third out of 16 teams at the Dighton
speech tournament on April 16.

Placing first in extemporaneous
speaking was Aaron Helm. Chen-
aniah Langness came in fourth.

Annamarie Larue also placed
fourth in informative speaking, fol-
lowed by Katrina Wentz in fifth
place.

Rory Wendelin placed sixth in
humorous solo acting.

Other Oberlin students compet-
ing were the improvised duet acting
teams of Rory Wendelin and Jenny
Hirsch, Ethan Merrill and Cameron
Nedland, and Jenny and Heather
Ploussard; and the duet teams of
Amber Mason and Cameron Ned-

land, Jacinta Carter and Chenaniah,
and Jenny Hirsch and Tricia Dor-
shorst.

Competing in oration were Aaron
Helm and FarraMcChesney. Emma
Merrill, Makenzie Nelson, and Sa-
rah Russ competed in poetry, and
Amber Mason and Haley Barrett
competed in prose.

Tricia Dorshorst and Katrina
Wentz competed in serious solo act-
ing, and Ethan Merrill competed in
humorous solo acting.

“Ourteam was alittle tired and not
quite up to the task at hand on this
day,” said Coach Leigh Davis. “This
tournament was run very differently
from others we attended, and it pre-
sented new challenges.”

Kayettes to hold
banquet on Thursday

By MARCIMETCALF

Kayettes will be hosting abanquet
onThursday at7 p.m. inthe Decatur
Community High cafeteria. Every-
one who comes is asked to bring a
dish for the potluck meal.

Thisis the firsttime Kayettes have
had abanquetin quite some time. At

the banquet, awards will be given for
highest points and involvement
throughout the year. The 2007-2008
officers will also be installed.

Anyone who would like to come
is invited. Kayettes, please invite
friends and family to make this a
great time.

School Menus

April 30-May 4
OBERLIN SCHOOLS
Monday: Breakfast: pancake
sausage on a stick. Lunch: potato
bar, chicken nuggets, dinner roll.
Tuesday: Breakfast: waffle, ham
patty. Lunch: burrito, corn. Wed-
nesday: Breakfast: breakfast
burrito. Lunch: hamburger, French

fries. Thursday: Breakfast: break-
fastpizza. Lunch: Little Smokies, au
gratin potatoes. Friday: Breakfast:
cherry or apple turnover. Lunch:
pizza, green beans. Juice and fruit
served with breakfast. Milk served
with all meals. Choice bar served
with all lunches.

N Hey Girls, 2
—~ Make prom a night to remember. —~
( Have me, April Farr, do your make-up. )

Jwill be at the Hair Gallery, located at
209 N. Penn. The cost will be $50 to cover my
proaucts. (Y will be using all Mary Kay products).
Please call for an appointment time.
You can reach me at 475-2449, leave message.

Beautiful prom pictures and a night to remember.....Priceless
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Live Remote
with KFNF
11:00 - 1:00

105 South Penn
Oberlin, KS

785-475-1200

OPEN HOUSE

Lifeﬁme C‘:yecow*e
' 5 yeanr

~ yl\mmivewsawy
Celebration!

20% Off a Complete Pair of Glasses

MAY 2ND

Hamburgers,
Hot Dogs,
Pepsi and

Cake!

Register to win a
Year Supply
of contact Lenses
or a
Frame and Lens
package
plus much more!



