4B THE OBERLIN HERALD Wednesday, May 9, 2007

Cell phone use canbe accident culprit

Research has found inattention
during the three seconds prior to an
accident can be to blame in 80 per-
centof highway crashes and 65 per-
cent of near misses.

The National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration and the Vir-
ginia Tech Transportation Institute
released this analysis last year. Re-
searchers used video and sensor
equipment to track driver behavior
for more than a year.

Basedon 42,300 hours of dataon
nearly 2 million miles driven, the
study’s results indicated drowsi-
ness and distracting activities in-
crease the risk of an accident.
Among the distracting activities
noted were using a cell phone, text
messaging, reaching for a moving
object, looking for an external ob-
ject and applying make-up.

Punching in a cell phone number
can further increase the risk, ac-
cording torecent University of Utah
research. The Utah study also indi-
cated that using a headset to leave

hands free while driving has little
impact on reducing the dangers in
operating a cell phone.

Cell phone use requires “cogni-
tive engagement,” the study says.
University researchers found cell
phone users have slower response
times than radio-listening drivers.

Justlooking at the scenery canbe
hazardous, too. Trying to predict
when it’s safe to take your eyes off
the road can rob a driver of the re-
sponse time needed to avoid an ac-
cident.

We need to separate driving from
causes of inattention —forexample,
take advantage of an off-road sce-
nicoverlook with parking so we can
look at the scenery safely.

Just remember that any of the
causes mentioned can jeopardize
the safety of everyone on the road,
so think carefully before using that
cell phone as you drive.

Tranda Watts is Kansas State
University extension specialist in
food, nutrition, health and safety for

Good Samaritan News

Weare soexcited! The Garden of
Hope, the dementia day room, of-
ficially opened this week. We are
already seeing awesome responses
from the 10 residents who partici-
pate. Jolene Bremenkamp and Sue
Stoney are the primary caregivers.
They were chosen for their pa-
tience, compassion, and creativity.
They have done a wonderful job
working one on one and realizing
the approach necessary to make this
room a Success.

Following is the mission state-
ment for the room:

“The purpose of the Garden of
Hope Special Care Unit is to pro-
vide a calm, structured, and secure
environment whichwill encourage
each resident to function at their
highest possible level. Specially
trained staffunderstand and accept
the diverse realities of each indi-
vidual and encourage each person
to progress at his or her own pace.
The cornerstone of this Special
Care Unit is an extensive and indi-
vidualized program of meaningful
activities, organized to reflect as
closely as possible the familiar
cycle of family life.”

The Garden of Hope is a dedi-
cated area within our facility for
providing specialized care for our
residents with dementia. In addi-
tion, the Garden of Hope will be
open for day care or respite care for
people in the community who are
trying to care for a loved one at
home.

The Garden of Hope is an activ-
ity and dining area for our demen-
tia residents. Residents with de-
mentia do better in an environment
that provides a routine, that re-
moves them from too many stimuli,
and that creates a calm and peace-
ful place. These residents will have
their meals in the Garden of Hope
and will have activities and games
tailored to their specific needs.

The Garden of Hope will be open
for 8 to 10 hours a day, 7 days a
week. Our initial plan is to have the
room open from 10 a.m. to 8:30
p.m.

The Garden of Hope has dedi-
cated nursing staff who have re-
ceived training in caring for the de-
mentia resident. We will have con-
tinuing education opportunities
specific to meet the changing needs
of the dementiaresidents. Thisis the
only program in the community that
offers specialized care for the de-
mentia resident.

The Garden of Hope, by design,
is not a “locked unit” which is the
typical approach used in treating
dementia residents. The residents
will notbe segregated and will have
the freedom to come and go.

The Garden of Hope will be open
for day or respite care. The cost of
this care is $8 per hour or a maxi-
mum of $60 per day. This charge is

inclusive of meals and other inci-
dentals.

In addition, we have had a full
week of learning, creating, praying
and gardening. Monday the ladies
made May baskets while
learning about the origin of the holi-
day. These colorful cone-shaped
baskets brightened up the halls and
the faces of those who made and
received them.

Thursday was the National Day
of Prayer. We began our day with a
special prayer service, specifically
praying for our nation, our Presi-
dent, our schools and our military.
The singing of patriotic songs inter-
spersed among the prayers made for
a poignant, meaningful time to-
gether.

On Friday, Janice Shobe gave a
devotional message based on Jesus’
teaching of building your house
upon arock. The inspiration for this
message came from the collapse of
ElephantRock, a well-known Kan-
sas landmark. She stated that noth-
ing on this earth will stand, only the
Word of God.

How appropriate that this mes-
sage came just prior to the devastat-
ing news of the Greensburg tor-
nado. One resident has a daughter
living in Greensburg. We hope to
have some sort of outreach project
for that town, as soon as we know
the need.

The precious little Head Start
kids came next, bringing flowers
that they helped Dorothy Hunt,
Opal Bryan and Hazel Flaska plant
in our front porch flower box. The
drizzling weather did not dampen
their enthusiasm nor hinder their
efforts.

On Saturday, the Royal Neigh-
bors hosted our Social Hour. What
ajoytofellowship suchnice neigh-
bors. The treats were delicious!
Thank you, Lois Lamb, for organiz-
ing this event.

Don’t forget the Walkway of
Flags to be held here on Memorial
Day. If you would like us to fly a
flag in honor or in memory of a
loved one, please contact Lisa Stacy
for more information.

Recent guests: Robert Urban -
Sylvia Wachendorfer of Selden;
Swede Unger - Jeanie Unger;
Thelma Spiers - Joan Grafel of
Herndon; Dorothy Hunt - Ron
Snyder of Colby, Tami Cook of
Norcatur, Helen Brooks, Mildred
Black and Reva Marshall; Ethel
Nemeth - Helen Brooks; Lucy
Schissler - Terry McGuire,
Atwood; Irel Lohoefener - Merlou
Robinson, Gladys Geis, Esther
Carlson; Kathryn Post - Gladys
Geis; June Saum - Anne Brown of
Indianola, Neb., Sue Baird of Den-
ver; Bob Henningson - Nolan
Henningson; Jeanette Conway -
Daisy Rhein; Dorothy Bryan -
Carol Barrett.

Built by Fagen/ICM
America’s Best!
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sale would be unlawful under the securities laws of any such state. Offers and sales shall
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the Highwater Ethanol office at 888-667-3385, attending one of the meetings near you,
or visiting us at www.highwaterethanol.com.
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By Tranda Watts

Multi-county ExtensionAgent)

Decatur, Gove, Norton, Sheridan,
andTrego counties. Call her at 785-
443-3663 or e-mail twatts@oz

net.ksu.edu. For more information,
contact the county extension office,

475-8121.
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The art of celebrating
Mom at Prairie Petals

— Special design flower arrangements 8%
— Outdoor planters e £y
P 1 o K -
Hanging baskets el AN

To say she’s “The Best”

It’s not just flowers, It’s feelings

iPrairie Petals

Toll Free Number 1-866-901-3241

Salute to Beef Producers!

Quality Retail Beef & Pork
Custom Processing & Curing

We Process Your Meat the Way You Want It!

Ben-Lee Processing, Inc.

N Hwy 25, Atwood, KS 785-626-3732

A mother’s heart
never sleeps

To all the mothers who have filled our world

with their love ... Happy Mother’s Day.

MASTERH@ JEWELER

BRILLIANCE YOU DESERVE

Peterson Jewelers

“The Corner of Quality”
124 Norris, McCook 308-345-4570  1-800-658-9953
Open M-F 9:30-5:30 pm Sat. 9:00-4:00 pm

DECATUR COUNTY
FEED YARD

Serving local farmers
and ranchers for 36 years

Warren Weibert, Owner/General Manager

785-475-2212

WARING JEX 450
PRO  Juicerator

Brushed Stainless Steel
Features

» Powerful 850-watt, 2-speed
motor

* Extra-large 3” feed chute
can fit a whole apple

* 50 oz. polycarbonate juice
cup

» See-through polycarbonate
lid and pulp collector

* Limited five year motor
warranty

Knowlen & Yates
Everyday Regular Price

5149

Knowlen & Yates |

Gourmet * Kitchen * Home
315 Norris Avenue * McCook
Phone: 308-345-4848

Email: info@knowlenandyates.com

WIN A
$1,000 WAL*MARTE’
* Shoppmg Spree!

Bring this advertisement
to the Riverfest
Information Booth
and sign-up to win.”

Enjoy over 60 events including:
national concert entertainment,
kid's activities,
sporting events, fireworks,
shopping and more!

A S5 button is your ficket!

riverfest
XXXWVi

May 11 - 19, 2007
Downtown+Wichita, KS

www.wichitafestivals.com
1-877-WFI-FEST

SWA

“Registrations must be filled out by Saturday, May 19 to be eligible for the drawing. Need not be present to win.

www.decaturfeedyard.com
Millwright &

/ Crane Service MlllWl‘lght and
. Do A K Crane Serv1ce

construction, inc,
800-638-9183 ¥ McCook,
Nebraska
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ATTENTION
GRAIN ELEVATOR MANAGERS
We have 4 highly skilled crews with over 40 years of
experience in EMERGENCY SERVICE!
We can help keep your grain facility
running and up-to-date.
Do you need a new elevator leg or
repairs to existing equipment?

We are an authorized dealer for all brands of elevators legs...
DRrAG...CONVEYORS...AUGERS...GEAR...BOXES...MOTORS....

BEARINGS...STEEL BUILDINGS...GRAIN BINS...AERATION
COMPLETE STEEL INVENTORY

* 50 Ton Crane - 173 © Pole Truck Service ®* Welding Service ®
Skid Loader Service

Call us at: 1-800-638-9183
1-308-345-3194

Farm Credit
of Western Kansas

Serving the Beef Industry
with a variety of

financial services.

We Salute the Men and Women
of the Beef Industry.
375 S. Range — Colby, Kansas
1-800-657-6048

www.farmcreditkansas.com
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Farm Credit

for Ag for Life




