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CLEANING THE HIGHWAY, fireman Jerry Stein (above) used a hose to
wash glass and bits of metal and plastic away after a wreck north of town last

Wednesday. Oberlin businessman Brady Koch was killed in the wreck. Be-
low, firemen checked Koch’s wrecked car. — Herald staff photos  by Steve Haynes
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farther over,” Mr. Miller said. “I was
on the horn and everything. I just
couldn’t get far enough.”

Sheriff Badsky said there were no
signs of alcohol use. Mr. Koch, who
suffered head injuries and a wrist
fracture, was wearing his seat belt.
When the first officer arrived on the
scene, he said, Mr. Koch was out of
the vehicle, apparently getting out
on his own.

Sheriff Badsky said that he had
talked to Mr. Koch about 12:30
p.m., a short time before he left
McCook.

The young man graduated from
Cambridge High School and has
family in McCook, as well as a girl-
friend in Oberlin.

He was born Oct. 9, 1982, at Cam-
bridge, the son of Kurk and Carol
(Moore) Koch. He was reared on a
farm northwest of Cambridge and
attended Cambridge Public
Schools, graduating from high
school in 2001. He received a
bachelor’s degree in computer tech-
nology in 2005 from the University
of Nebraska at Kearney, where he

was a member of Delta Tau Delta
Fraternity.

Survivors include his mother,
Carol Koch, Bartley, Neb., and fa-
ther, Cambridge; two brothers, Ja-
son and Megan Koch, and Aaron
Koch, all of Cambridge, and his
grandparents, Eldon and Delores
Moore, Bartley, and Henry and
Anita Koch, McCook.

Services were Monday, July 16,
2007, at the McCook Christian
Church, with the Rev. Tim Burkey,
the Rev. Bruce Lester and the Rev.
Clark Bates officiating and burial in
the Bartley Cemetery.

Contributions in his name may be
sent to Lockenour-Jones Mortuary,
604 Penn, Cambridge, Neb., 69022.

process, he said.
Once the extension program goes

into a district, said Mr. Unger, the
commissioners lose any control
over the budget. There is a proce-
dure for a county to withdraw from
a district, too, said Mr. Hale.

It takes about a year to form a dis-
trict, said Mr. Onstade, and about a
year to get out of one. The commis-
sioners don’t have control any more,
he said, but the board is made up of
taxpayers from the counties.

What problems have other coun-
ties had? asked Commissioner Stan
McEvoy.  It depends on the county,
said Mr. Onstade, but things that
have come up include personality
conflicts and communication prob-
lems. The 4-H program, he said,
pretty much stays local.

The extension program still keeps
an office in each county? asked Mr.
Unger. Yes, said Mr. Onstade.

Both Mr. Unger and Mr. McEvoy
said they couldn’t make a decision
on the idea of a district right away.

been removed from a vehicle parked
at 104 N. Elk between 7:15 p.m. on
Saturday and 8:30 a.m. Sunday.
Again, a credit card was stolen, but
Ms. Wessel told police she’d had no
cash in the billfold.

Earlier that morning while on pa-
trol, Chief Lockhart said he had
noted a blue bag, similar to a purse,
near a curb by the Sappa Valley
Manor. The bag, which was empty,
belonged to Karen Padgett and had
contained darts and a few dollars.
The chief said that Ms. Padgett told
him the bag had been taken from her
vehicle, which had been parked in a
driveway at 703 W. Mill.

The chief said that someone was
finding easy pickings stealing things
out of cars and trucks.

“You do not want to be leaving
purses and valuables in vehicles,” he
said, “because they could just disap-
pear.”

Not that there aren’t still some
honest people  in town.

The chief said he was able to re-
turn a billfold containing $120 to
Matthew Linebarger, a 15-year-old
from the Sacramento, Calif., area
visiting Oberlin.

Gary Guinn found the billfold,
with no identification, and turned it
over to the police, the chief said. A
phone number inside turned out to
belong to Mr. Linebarger’s grand-
mother. With her help, he was lo-
cated and his money and billfold
returned.
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Call to eat
at free picnic

Anyone who wants to attend
the Back-to-School Picnic in
City Park needs to make a res-
ervation at the Chamber office.

Call the chamber office at
(785) 475-3441 so they will
know how many people to or-
der chicken for. The meat is
being provided by the Cham-
ber, Oberlin Business Alliance
and the Oberlin School District.

Everyone should bring a
salad or dessert to share and
table service. The picnic will
begin at 6:30 p.m. Wednesday,
Aug. 15. In case of bad weather,
the picnic will move inside to
the high school cafeteria.

People will have a chance to
meet new teachers and staff in
the Oberlin School District. It
will be the first big event for
new Superintendent Pat Cullen.


