Woman legidator walks
afinelinein Arab nation

NajlaFaisal Al Awadhi isgood.
Very good.

Meetingagroup of Americanedi-
tors, shecirculatesaroundtheroom,
handing out her card and taking
theirs.

Looking each oneintheeye, she
takes the card, speaks their given
name and goeson to the next.

A half hour later, deepinconver-
sationwithaninquisitivegroup, she
beginscallingusby our first names.

Strikingly beautiful in the tradi-
tional black robe worn by many
women here, she balances a career
as an executive of the Dubai state
television station with aseat on the
Federal National Council of the
United Arab Emirates, a budding
parliament.

Sheis one of nine women in the
new council, of which 20 seatswere
chosen by about 1,000 votersin an
electoral college and 20 appointed
by rulersof thesevenemirates. (She
wasappointed by theruler of Dubai,
Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al
Maktoum, who also served asvice
president, or prime minister, inthe
federal government.)

Ms. Al Awadhi explainsthat the
council, establishedwiththefederal
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it is. What can be done to the en-
tranceinthemeantime?asked Mrs.
Olson.

Other thanthat, shesaid sheisall
for the idea of putting the high
school on the state historical regis-
try.

Pete Zander, with the alumni as-
sociation, said he thought teaching
the kids about the heritage of the
area and the importance of this
building might bepart of theboard' s
educational mission.

Mr. Zander said he wants to see
the board be able to do the work at
thebuilding, butwouldliketo seeit
ontheregistry.

Board President Dewayne Jack-
son said the board did have a plan
and needs to keep moving on
projects.

After the questionnaire isfilled
out, the Historical Society does an
assessment, said Mr. Anderson. At
that time, they cantell theboardif it
cangoaheadwiththestepsor if that
will messup the historical nomina-
tion. It might be as easy asaphone
call to ask what can and can’t be
done, hesaid.

During the research process, he
added, they canusehundredsof pic-
turestaken during the construction
of the school that were donated to
the county museum.

Thetimeto do the stepsisin the
summer when school is out, said
Mrs. Olson, but maybethey canhold
off ayear. She said she doesn’t
know.

Mr. Andersonsuggested theasso-
ciation get an application into the
Heritage Trust Fund, which gives
grantsfor buildingsontheregistry.
That way it will be in when the
school receivesthe nomination.

Board Member Monte Moore
said hethinksthe project should be
pursued.

Superintendent Pat Cullensaidhe
isconcerned about the saf ety of the
entrance, but maybetheassociation
cancheck intowhat canandcan’ tbe
done to the steps with a phone call
and come back to the meeting in
August.

Board Member Dan Grafel
agreed, saying they should call the
state about the steps.

Rodeofans
towear pink

Thefirst performanceof the2007
Phillipsburg Rodeo on Thursday,
Aug. 2, hasbeendesignated” Tough
EnoughtoWear Pink” nighttoraise
awareness of breast cancer.

For every fan who wears pink to
the rodeo that night, $1 will be do-
nated to the Phillips County Relay
for Life. Brooke Corp., whichmar-
ketsinsurancefranchises, insurance
brokerage and lending services
throughitssubsidiaries, will match
therodeo’ s contribution, dollar for
dollar. Brooke is headquartered in
Overland Park with a campus in
Phillipsburg.

Cowboy and cowgirl competitors
will be encouraged to wear pink as
they compete and NTV television
personalitieswill beonhandtodis-
tributepink itemstofans. Therodeo
grounds are two miles north of
Phillipsburg.

For details visit www.kansashig
gestrodeo.com. Rodeo perfor-
mances will run from Thursday,
Aug. 2, through Saturday, Aug. 4.

AlongtheSappa
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By SteveHaynes

government 35 years ago, under-
wentreorganizationlastyear. Inthis
new phase, the first elections
brought new members and a new
influenceinfederal affairs, though
the council can only question and
amendlaws. Power still resideswith
the Supreme Council, made up of
the sheikhs, or rulers, of the seven
emirates, and ministers appointed
by them.

“We are proud of our role,” she
says, noting that the tiny nation on
the Persian Gulf faces many chal-
lenges, not the least of whichisits
dependence onforeignlabor.

“Wehavetomoveaggressivelyin
terms of human capital,” she says.
“Wedon't want to keep depending
onforeignlabor (whichmakesup80
percent of the popul ation today).

“We really want to focus on
‘emiritization.’” | would stress that
educationisthekey.”

The two largest emirates, Dubai
and Abu Dhabi, have a solid strat-
egy for development and diversifi-
cationout of anoil-fueled economy,
shesaid, andthegoal istomovethe
other five statesup totheir level.

“Asanation, weareonly 35years
old,” she says. “We believe in
gradualism.”

Thenative-bornpopulationhasa
high rate of college education, she
said, with60to 70 percent going on
topost secondary education, includ-
ing many more women.

“Weaswomenhavetoproveour-
selvesmore,” shesays. “WEe reeras-
ing alot of mythsabout women.”

Shecountsherself aslucky, since
her family encouraged her totravel
—shemajoredinhistory attheUni-
versity of New Hampshire — and
becausetheattitudetoward women
ismoreliberal here.

“Across the border in Saudi
Arabia,” she notes, “women can’t

evendrive. You can haveall theail
intheworld, and if you don’'t have
enlightened leadership, what hap-
pens?’

She calls herself a practicing
Muslim, adding that she does not
mind wearing the black robes.

“It' smy heritage,” shesays. " Our
understanding of scriptureishbased
oninterpretation. Thelslamthatyou
found under the Taliban is not my
view of Idam. Wearetolerant. Ithas
alot to dowithleadership.

“Wedon't seeanythingin lslam
that restricts us from progress. We
didn’t havetofight for our rightsas
women; it wasgiventous.”

Still, notes Ms. Al Awadhi, it's
not aperfect world. Schoolsareseg-
regated by sex and in the business
world, single women have atough
timemeeting eligiblemenina“re-
spectable” setting. Many remain
single, as she has. Polygamy isthe
law.

“When it follows the regulation
Islam putsonit,” sheadds, “thenit
isfine. | think men sometimespick
and choose what they want.

“Themindsetsof thelegal system
are inclined to favor the rights of
men.”

In business, she is deputy chief
executive officer of the Dubal Me-
diaGroup. Inpoalitics, shethinksshe
ispart of something special, though
not yet alegislature.

“We're not looking for democ-
racy intheWesternsense,” shesays,
“but something that will fit our cul-
ture.

“We'retaking an entity that used
to be called a Department of Infor-
mation and remaking it. We inher-
ited alot of inefficienciesthat exist
ingovernment inthe Third World.

“We are reforming the company
andcreatinggreattelevision. Media
inthe Gulf countriesisvery new.”
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ONE OF NINE WOMEN inthe Federal National Council
of the United Arab Emirates, NajlaFaisal Al Awadhi talked
with American editorsabout her country, therightsof women
and thebudding legislature. — Herald staff photo by Steve Haynes
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county lineto Oberlin, though, it’ s
due for resurfacing next year, with
the contract to belet thisfall.

Intown, acity-state projectisre-
placingthepavement fromnear The
Gateway turnoff to Penn Avenue
with new concrete and asphalt.
Crewsareworkingonthenorth hal f
of the concrete now, plan to do the
south half next and then replacethe
asphalt on the east end of the job.
Theroadway will betwo foot wider
than today when the job is done,
with al-new concrete curbs.

East of Norton, the surface i<
mostly new to the county line. East
of Phillipsburg, crews put down &
two-inch asphalt overlay to the
Smith County lineearlier thissum:-
mer. The $1.7 million job wasfin-
ished last month, Mr. McDiffett
said.

The only section in future plans,
after thedepartment’ s10-year high-
way program expiresin 2009, is
widening of thesix milesor so east
of Norton to the K-383 junction.
There's no money and no date yet
for that job.

East of the Smith County line, the
department overlaid 11 milesto K-
128 this summer for $800,000.
Fromthereto Mankato, crewsarein
themiddleof a$5.4millionrebuil d-
ing, withwider shouldersand safer
slopes. Next summer, the8.76 miles
east of Mankato will get asimilar
treatment. In Mankato, the depart-
ment is replacing curbs and resur-
facing, whileinWashington, ajoint
project will widen the K-15 inter-
section.

East of there9.2 milestothefour-
lanewest of Marysville,a$1 million
overlay will smooth the road. Don
Drickey, districtengineerin Salina,
said that should bring most of the
routeinto good condition.

Kansasadvertising!

Sar-News.

First, The Advocate added nearly 1,550 new
home-delivered househol dsin Sherman County
with readers of the al-new, all-local Goodland

Then, the Gorillapicked up 1,750 new home-
delivered househol dsinNorton County whenThe
Norton Telegramjoined the club.

Gorilla
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Just got a whol

That’ sright. TheGorillahasbeengrowing. Al-
ready the biggest and most effective advertising
medium in the Tri-State Region, The Country
Advocate hasbeen adding readersall year.

No more 800-pound weakling. Now The Ad-
vocate is the 900-pound gorilla of Northwest

fortheGorilla. Andall at ratesthat saveyoumoney.

AndTheAdvocateisnearly all homedelivered.
Some* shoppers’ count on peopl epickingthemup
at thefilling station. It’s cheap, but it can’'t com-

paretohomedelivery reachingnearly every house

inthearea.
Justtryit! TheGorillawill work hardfor you. Call
today with your ad.
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Whenyouneedto sall something, find something
or notify someone, the Gorillaisyour best friend.
Reaching 18,200 households with nearly 42,000
readersacrossnorthwest Kansasand eastern Col o-
rado, the Gorillapacksapunch. It can move your
refrigerator or your old car. A house?No problem
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