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Bird City dairy plans nu]kmg by August

New business
should help

town, schools

By Karen Krien
The Saint Francis Herald
karenk@nwkansas.com

HugebuildingsaregoingupalongU.S. 36two
mileseast of Bird City inaneconomic devel op-
ment success that could bolster both the
economy of thistiny town and the future of its
schools.

Work started April 1, and by the middle of
August, more than athousand cows should be
living at the Bird City Dairy LLC, producing
about 8,000 to 9,000 gallons of milk a day.
Within months, the numbers should more than
double.

Just 70 milessouthin Rexfordisanother fam-
ily dairy. Both operations are owned and oper-
ated by Tom and Judy McCarty and their sons,
Clay, Kenand Mike, who will bemanaging the
Bird City dairy.

“Weplanto havethedairy up and running by
Aug. 20, intimeto enroll theworkers' kidsin
school,” MikeMcCarty said.

Contractor Larry Wilhitesaid hehasbuilt sev-
eral dairies, many of them in Texas. Mr.
McCarty said he knows what heis doing, and
when he says the dairy will be ready to go by
August, it will.

The dairy will bring jobs to the county and
hel pfarmersby using 6,000tonsof afafaayear.
It will alsoincreaseBird City’ spopulationand
help the Cheylin Schools. The entire county
should benefit from the devel opment.

Mr. McCarty saideight workerswill rel ocate
fromthe Rexforddairy toBird City and another
11 will behired. Inal, he said, there should be
around 20 new students entering the Bird City
schools.

Cathy Domsch, director of the Century 11
Foundation and the main recruiter for bringing
inthe dairy, said one of the big objectiveswas
toincreaseschool enrollment. Every townneeds
aschool, shesaid.

Shortly after the dairy starts milking, Mr.
McCarty said, the herd will increase to 2,100
head and eventually it should grow to 3,200.

A 920-foot “free stall” building will be able
toholdupto 1,000 cattle. Twoholding penswill
be home to others because, Mr. McCarty said,
somecowsseemtolikeit that way.

“Some cattle do better on dirt rather than ce-
ment,” hesaid. “Wedon’t makethe cow fit our
system — they aregiven options.”

The operation will turn over about one-third
of the herd each year because of health issues,
milk production and reproduction, he said, but
they havetheir ownheifer replacement program.

“Aswe move forward, having our own re-
placement program givesmorecontrol andless
risk for disease,” he said, adding that knowing
the genetics of the cattle can help improve the
herd.

Themilking parlor, equippedtomilk 60 cows
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at atime, will run 24 hours aday. Two 6,400-
gallon stainless steel tanks will hold milk. A
special-needsbuildingisnorthof themainbuild-
ings, wheretheMcCartyswill takecareof their ‘
ownveterinary work, acommaodity barntostore ol 5«
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in athree-stage gravity separation system, he )
said, starting with asand separation area. From
there, thewastewater flowsinto aseries of set-
tling basins where the solids are retained. Fi-
nally, theliquidwill flowintoa53-million-gal-
lon lagoon storage area.
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Whenaskedwhenthedairy wouldbepaid off,
Mr. McCarty said he had never known adairy
to be paid off. Some just owe less money than
others. He said they will continue to invest

 Fund Raisers

money to makethedairy bigger and better. e Concessions
Mr. McCarty and hiswife Amy will moveto ) :
Bird City by thefirst of August. They havetwo | ® Grou P Events Staff—back row: (I tor) CaSSﬂndfaBamett Mary Linner,
boys, Logan, 2, and Colton, 4. Janice Krien, Linda Yonkey; front: Becky Roberson,
Mr. McCarty said heand hisbrothersarethe | o Spo rts Events Angie Sundstrom, Kay Runzel, Trish Taylor. Not pic-
fourth generation dairy farmers. They cameto tured: Cristy Tygart, Barb Brown, Galina Tsernikel

Rexfordfrom Pennsylvaniasevenyearsago. He

idth dmilking businessth 4 :
ey oo lcess Becky’s Bierocks

cept for theincreasing urban devel opment back

eaEt('jheyenne County isagreat areawith good Becky Roberson, Owner
people,’ Mr. McCarty said. “We are excited to 306 S. College St., St. Francis, KS 67756
behere.” 785-332-3120 - www.beckyshierocks.com




