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Gover nment making
our livesmoreexpensve

If you' veevery wonderedwhy it’ ssoexpen-
sivetoliveinthiscountry, just say thewords

“federal mandate.”

Besides taking 15 to 30 percent of every-
thingyouearn, your government drivesupthe
cost of living by passing endlessand needless
regulations that force everyone from busi-
nessesand bankstolocal governmenttoraise
the price of just about everything you buy.

Italwayssoundslikeagoodideawhengov-
ernment passesaregulation, but at that point,
nobody’ s counting up the costs.

Y ou need look no farther than your court-
house and city hall to see how thisworks.

The Oberlin City Council put a hefty hike
inwater ratesinto the new budget to pay for a
$4.3millionwater treatment plant. Y oudon’t
need this plant, any more than you needed a
new waste water treatment plant, but you're

going to pay for it.

Why?To meet “ new federal regulations.”

Andthat muchistrue. Thefeds, throughthe
state Department of Health and Environment,
have tightened regulations for both waste
water treatment and for contaminant levelsin

drinking water.

That meansthat theold Oberlin sewer plant
no longer met standardsfor discharge water.
The city had to build anew plant. Otherwise,
hypothetically, the state might shut thecity’s
sewer systemdown, though Lord only knows
what they’ d do with thewaste.

Some would argue that tighter regulations
were necessary to protect the environment.
They won'’t pay your sewer bill, however.
Otherswould say the old standards had done
alot and were good enough. It’ shard to tell.

Ondrinking water, it'salittle easier to see

thelight.

Peoplehavebeendrinkingthewater out here
foracentury or more. Until thelast few years,
no onecouldtell you how much uraniumwas

init. No onecared.

Withmodern equipment, though, scientists

canfindtheuranium. They say it might bebad
for you. New federal standardswerewritten,

and those pretty much force Oberlin to build

somevotes.

thewater treatment plant.

Otherwise, the city’ s water won't comply
with federal standards and the state might
sanction the city if it used the water, safe or
not. Y ouhavenosay inthis; youjust gettopay.

Soéfter financinga$3.5million sewer plant,
thecity will gointodebt to build awater treat-
ment plant. Sofar, noonehassaidwhether this
will give the city enough wellsto end lawn-
wateringrestrictions, but that mightinfluence

Then, there’ s the county, which by al ap-
pearanceswill caveinandinstituteaso-called
“911” addressing system, whichinreality has
littleto dowithemergencies. Thepost office,
phonecompany and United Parcel Serviceare

thebig pushersbehindthisscheme, whichwill

require every county resident to changetheir
mailing addressfrom arouteand box number
to astreet number.

The cost hasbeen estimated at up to aquar-
ter of amilliondollars just for signs, not count-

ing what it will cost people to change their

those costs.

addresses. No oneingovernment ever counts

There snot evenafederal rulethat requires
this change, though proponents often claim
therewill be someday. The power of thefed-

eral mandateisthat strong.

Thentherearefederal regulationsrequiring
expensive and unneeded voting machinesin
county elections, fancy checkswith printing
on the back, endless notices to the Internal
Revenue Service, thelist goeson and on.

Every onecostsyoumoney. Congressnever

hears how much that burden will be. Neither

doweuntil it’stoo late.
But the costs are adding up and no onehas  pring home.
thenervetostandupandsay ENOUGH. Like

sheep, we just comply. How long can we af -

ford that?—Seve Haynes

Kindnessmight changewor|d

Y ou know what RAOK stands
for, right? It’s “Random Acts of
Kindness.” Well, | saw one this
morning on my way to work.

A “Good Samaritan” motorist
stopped and removed theremai nsof
atruck-tire blowout from the high-
way. He saw it could have been a
hazard and, without being told, he
did theright thing.

Thereisatelevision commercia
running (for aninsurancecompany,
| think) that depicts people observ-
ing other peopledoing good deeds:
helping alittle old lady with her
packages, stopping a pedestrian
from being hit at an intersection or
settingabarrier over apothole. The
premise is that our actions are al-
wayshbeing observed by others, and,
just like the chickenpox, we might
“catchit” and passit along.

Let’stry it. Look for an opportu-
nity todo something niceor kindfor
someone, without any expectation
of areward. Before you know it,
peace and harmony might just be
breaking out all over theworld.

-ob-

| had agood timeat ahorse show
this weekend. It was my job to go
and take pictures, but | managed to
havefun, too. | spent sometimewith

Out Back

By Carolyn SueKelley-Plotts
cplotts@nwkansas.com
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ayoung couple we know and have
beenreassuredthat parentsof today
havetheir headson straight.

Two of their childrenwereinthe
riding competition. They also have
atoddler whokept them busy “ chas-
ing,” and then there wastheir 4- or
5-year-oldson. Heandabuddy were
wallowing inthedirt by the stables
when a passerby recommended he
better “ Goseeyour mother. Y ouare
goingtobeinbigtrouble.”

The boy did as he was told and
stood, sheepishly, before his par-
ents. Hismother looked at himthen
turned to her husband and said,
“What do you think?’

Her husband replied, “He's not
botheringus. | don’t care.”

Delighted, thelittle boy ran back
to hisseriousbusinessof play.

Don’t misunderstand. Hisparents

were not unconcerned. They were
justwiseenoughtoknow thediffer-
encebetween something harmful to
him and good “ clean” fun.

Thenextday at church, | askedhis
mother if they had to run him
through the car wash to clean him
up. Shelaughed and said, “No, we
just stripped him off inthegarage.”

Smart parents know how to
choosetheir battles.

-0ob-

Jim and | were on our way to
churchearly Sunday morningwhen
aflock of birds swooped and dove
in front of the van. One cut it too
closeand ended up mashedintothe
frontgrill. | told Jimthey must have
beenplaying“cousin”.

“What do you mean, cousin?’ he
asked.

“Y ouknow — ‘ chicken.
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|t'snot c&s,jJstaIl theanimals
Open Season

ByCynthiaHaynes

cahaynes@nwkansas.com

Steve accuses me of being a cat
lady, but that’ snot really true.

I’m an animal person. | like al-
most anything that walks, crawls,
wiggles, squirms, swims, climbsor
hops.

Y es, we havethreecats, but only
two are ours. The third belongs to
youngest daughter, although she'll
never reclaimthat kitty because her
fianceisallergictocats.

Wealsohaveadog, apettoadand
half adozen spiders.

Annie, thedog, belongsto Steve,
but | helpwalk her and makesureher
pen is clean and she has plenty of
fresh water and food.

Thetoadisafairly new addition.
| spottedthislittleguy hoppinginthe
street about amonth ago and picked
himupand brought himhome. Now
helivesinthegardenandhelpswith
pest elimination. We saw him last
week, when he hopped out on the
patio. He' sobviously doing hisjab.
He' sreally grown.

The spiders aren’t really pets.
They’rejust interesting ornaments
for the back porch and garage. It's
fun to watch them spin their webs
anddotheir spiderly things—alittle
gross perhaps, but natureisn’t al-
ways neat and it’s no worse than
some of the dead things the cats

Boy, can they hop on abug that
landsin one of thewebs. It' ssome-
thing to watch.

When | was young, we always
hadadogandacat ortwoaroundthe
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house. Over the years, we also had
squirrels, aprairie dog, araccoon
(foravery shorttime) and anassort-
ment of turtles, lizardsand gol dfish.

| oncemousesat for afriendwhen
shewent on vacation.

When| wasincollege, oneroom-
matehadacollieandtheother apair
of hamsters. My pet wasathree-foot
bull snake. | kept it for three years.
Themonth beforewegot married, |
took her out to a sand pit and re-
leased her inanicebig weed patch.

When my children were young,
we had an assortment of cats but
didn’t have a dog until the oldest
came homewith apuppy under her
coat oneday andthat“ can| keepit?’
look. SoRusty joinedthefamily and
acoupleof yearslater Honey came
to live with us when her owners
couldn’ t find another home.

Now, | lie. Wedid have awippet
namedWaldoforashorttime. ltwas
an unfortunate alliance and it’s
amazing we ever got another dog.

Whilethechildrenwerebringing
home dogs and cats, | kept an
aquariumintheliving roomwith a

garter snake—actually several over
theyears. We also had a collection
of lizards.

Bunsky was a stowaway in our
barn, so we added awhite rabbit to
the cats, dogs, snakes, lizards anc
turtlesliving on the premises.

I’ vebeenknownto smuggleata-
rantulainto ahotel roomin Kansas
City so youngest daughter, then ¢
biology teacher, could takeit to her
scienceclass.

| also hid a couple of my son’s
littlelizardsin acubby in my office
oneyear. We had exterminators at
thehouseand | wasafraidthechemi-
calswould be bad for thelittle fel-
lows.1 believeinliveandletlive, but
I’mnot goingto sharequarterswith
either cockroaches or termitesif |
canhelpit.

| had to hide the lizards because
Doristhe proofreader wasterrified
of reptilesand | didn’t want to dis-
tressher.

Mostly now I stick with cats anc
thingsthat live outside. It's easier,
sincel really need aprufreeder.

Gymnastsneed anew home
( | etter stotheEditor

TotheEditor:

CreativeMovementsGymnastics
began 10yearsagoin Atwood. The
program drew students from other
towns, including Oberlin.

Three years ago, parents were
driving 17 studentsfrom Oberlinto
Atwoodtoattend classes. Webegan
asatelliteprogramin Oberlintobet-
ter accommodatethesestudentsand
makeitavailabletoall Oberlinchil-
dreninterested in gymnastics.

We approached individuals,
clubs, organi zationsand businesses
to help facilitate the program. Ev-
eryone was helpful and supportive
and weraised nearly $3,000 to buy
equipment for theOberlin students.
The program now has 53 students,
ranging from age 3 to 14, and con-
tinuesto grow.

Our classeshavebeen held at the
BohemianHall at themuseum. The
museum had been very generousin
giving us afavorable rental fee. A

EXx-resdent

The following letter was taken
fromthe Norcatur Newsdated July
17, 2007.

TotheEditor:

| graduated in 1952 from Norca-
tur Rural High School. We (Jimand
1) retired to Rapid City, S.D., 10
yearsago.

We live in the Black Hills, and
here we are in our sixth year of
drought. It is hot and dry here this

new floor surface was put on the
Bohemian Hall floor and we were
informeditisincompatiblewiththe
gymnastics mat material.

Wehavesearched for other loca
tionstohold classes, but sofar have
been unsuccessful infinding asuit-
ablefacility for al classes. A limit-
ing factor isthe ceiling height. We
ideally need aminimum of 11 feet.
Thefloor space needed isabout 20
feet by 60 feet.

Mr. Dorshorst, principal at the
grade school, graciously offered to
let ushold our summer classesat the
grade school gymnasium. It’ sbeen
awonderful facility, butisunavail-
able during the school year dueto
sportspracticesheld there.

WehavealsoapproachedtheCity
Council about holding classes at

The Gateway, but do not have an
answer yet.

Wewould appreciateanyonewho
might have a building available to
consider our need for afacility for
thestudentsin Oberlin. Our classes
normally begintheweek after L abor
Day.

Thisisawonderful program for
the children. We want to keep this
vital programavail ablefor not only
our children, but as a community
asset to helpdraw familiesto Ober-
lin. RobynK. Rouse

board member, coach

Sarah Howland, coach
StephanieBlau

board member, coach

Kasey May, coach
ValishaRaile, board member
Susan May, coach

appreciatesvolunteers

summer, and we haveterriblewild
fires around. A fire south of Hot
Springsburnedupover 10,000 acres
|ast week and thisweek, 30 homes
lost, and one man lost hislife. He
went back for hisdog.

Thisisatourist areaand wehave
lots of tourists even with the high
price of gas. Next will be amotor-
cyclerally.

Here in our retirement commu-

nity, they uselotsof volunteer help.
Jim has done volunteering ever
since we came. They gave a nice
dinner for the volunteers to honor
them and we attended.

Thanks to all the volunteers for
their work. Our Norcatur News ar-
rivesusually on Friday.

Phillene (Hansen) Wesets
Rapid City, S.D.

War issuecould put Demsin power for years

TotheEditor:

Do the good citizens of our be-
loved U.S.A. wonder what lies
ahead — politically speaking?

The answer isin The Oberlin
Herald' sJuly 18issue, page2B, 75
Y ears Ago items, dated Jennings:
Wheat ismaking from 6to 28 bush-
elsanacreandissellingfor 29 cents
abushel.

Who was to blame for that? Re-
publican President Herbert Hoover.
Thepublicmind all said so.

History isgoingtorepeatitselfin
the’ 08 election — presidential. In
the 1932 election, FDR and the
Democratic party cameinto power,
which lasted until 1952 and lke
Eisenhower.

U.S. President Bush now isto
blamefor the Mideast debacle. It's
evident the Democratsarethe“in”
party in’ 08. How long?Y our guess
isasgood asmine.

Karl Wendelin
Herndon, alifelong Republican

PS: As one who graduated from
high school in1931, the Great Eco-
nomic Depression left alifelong
impression. One of minel remem-
ber was| drovetothe Standard Gas
Station in Herndon with my
brother’sModel A Ford and itsal-
most empty gastank, filled’ er upfor
$1.02. If that happened now in’ 08,
our theme song would be, “Happy
Days are Here Again.” The above

incident happenedwhen| had $1.02
— most of thetime | had only the
.02. Everyone elsewasin the same
boat, though.

(From theBibI@
\__ J

And they consider not in
their heartsthat | remember all
their wickedness: now their
own doings have beset them
about; they arebeforemy face.

Hosea7: 2




