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Draft appar atustoorusty
toever dousmuch good

Raiseyour hands.

How many of you knew the U.S. till hasa

military draft?

No, you’ renot being called up.

Thedraftisinactive. Real inactive. But the
government still spends about $24 million
eachyear tokeepitup. And, apparently, that’s

not enough.

Nearly 13.5millionmenagel8to25arereg-
istered with the moribund Selective Service
system, though no one hasbeen drafted since

theVietnam War.

Toactivatethedraft, Congresswould have
to passalaw and the president would haveto
sign it. Chances of that happening are mini-

mal inthisday and age.

Onceonduty, thesystemwould havetode-
liver itsfirst drafteesin 193 days, alittleless
than seven months. No one believesthat will
or can happen, and no one, apparently, isgo-

ing to find out.

L ast week, the system ditched plansto test
the draft machinery for the first timein 10
years. Theagency saiditlackedthestaff or the
money to finish the test, which would have
included a mock draft and a mock appeals
board to handl e conscientious objectors.

Initsgoalsfor thisyear, theagency saidthe
test would be “atotal mobilization exercise
that will betailored to evaluate the Selective
ServiceSystem’ smandatesfor amobilization
of any kind. The sheer size and detail of the
exercise will take approximately 18 months

to produce.”

Last week, a

spokesman admitted nothing

had been doneto preparefor thetest.
Whileoneofficial likened theexercisetoa
fireextinguisher, whichhastobetestedevery
so often, evenif not used, there appearsto be
no commitment to test thisturkey.
In the nearly 35 years since the end of the

old draft, registration was suspended for five

years from 1975 to 1980. Then President
Jimmy Carter ordered it activated when the
Sovietsinvaded Afghanistan. Y oungmenare

toldtoregister whenthey turn 18, andfindthey

they do.

can’'t get federal aidfor collegetuitionunless

Oddly enough, in thisage of the all-volun-

teer, coed military, womenarenot requiredto

we'll someday

But we think

adraft—if we

register and wouldn’t be drafted.

All in all, this draft is a nonstarter, so why
arewe spending money onit?

Mostly because some people who think

need a draft and because the

government never really closesany program.
Somewhere, deepinsomeagency of Agricul-
tureor Commerce, there’ sprobably still asub-
sidy for buggy-whip manufacturers.

the time has come to cut this

oneloose. Thenation banishedthedraft after
the last unpopular war and we' re unlikely to
need it again any time soon. If the nation re-
ally needsto mobilize, thewill to win should
appear andthere' [l beplenty of timeto create

need it.

Today’ sphony preparednessit just asham.

Let'sgetridof it. —Steve Haynes

Shegetsroof rack shespokeof

Two weeks ago, in this space, |
told you | thought the new van we
bought was too nice for Jim to use
as awork vehicle. | made the sug-
gestionthat hetaketheluggagerack
off thevan, put it on the car and he
could usethe Cadillac for work.

Never onetomissanopportunity
for agood laugh, he called me out-
sideacoupleof nightsago. Said he
wanted meto see something.

Sure enough, there in the drive-
way wasmy old car with aluggage
rack ontop.

Oh, no, it wasn’t permanent, he
had just set one up there — but the
effect was the same. | got a good
laugh out of it.

-ob-

| liketo paint. Call meweird, but
| really doliketo paint.

A freshcoat of paint makesthings
look fresh, new and clean. Like |
said, | enjoy painting, but | do not
enjoy repainting.

Wearein*crunchmode’ getting
ready for my daughter Kara and
granddaughter Taylor, who are
coming nextweekendintimeforthe
county fair. The bedroom where
Karawill sleepispainted but wehad
to put al the furniture (pluslots of
junk) back into the room while we

Out Back
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finishedthe TV loungeroomwhere
Taylor will haveaday bed.

Don’'t ask me why | painted the
walls before | painted the ceiling,
but | did, and that’ swherel gotinto
trouble.

Of course, | gotafew dripsof ceil-
ing paint on thewalls, so | opened
thecanof wall painttotouchup. One
problem: The paint had settled, or
separated, or something, | still don’t
know what.

But the touch-up paint did not
matchthewall color and | ended up
withlighter dabsof color all overthe
walls. Nothingto do but repaint.

-ob-

Whichremindsmeof thepainting
contractor hired to paint a church.
Hethought hewould cut somecor-
nersand make moremoney by tell-
ing hiscrew to dilutethe paint with

Woman grievesfor afriend

TotheEditor:

Thecomputer repair menaround
here were alwaystoo busy to be of
service. To my surprise, ayoung
man by the name of Brady Koch
cameto beof service.

| will never forget Brady, as he
was such a special young man. He
was So easy to communicate with

and it seemed | had known him all
of my life. His good personality
showed with honesty and integrity.
My heart achesand | feel so sad
that Brady hadtoleave. | will dways
remember himfor hiskindnessand
hiswillingnesstoserve. Itisnot the
quantity of life— but the quality.
ElsieWolters, Oberlin

thinner, thereby saving some
money.

The job was completed, but that
eveningitrainedandwashedall the
paint off the church.

Asthecontractor andthepreacher
were standing looking at the mess,
avoicefromHeavensaid, “ Repaint
you thinners, repaint.”

-ob-

Besides getting the room re-
painted, weal so havethecentral air
conditioner hooked up. It must be
workingbecausel’ mamost chilled
—andthat’shardtodo. | keepitso
cold in the car while | drive, my
glassesfog upwhen | get out.

-ob-

None of our kids has been here
sincewemovedintothehouse. And,
| admit, I’m kind of nervous about
Karacoming.

| have reminded her to focus on
what isdone, not onwhat isn't.

(From theBibI@
\_ _J

Love worketh no ill to his
neighbour: therefore loveis
thefulfilling of thelaw.

Romans13:10
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Rain sheaksup

Steveand | got caught late Satur-
day night and had to makearunfor
it.

WEe vebeentaking our daily walk
closer to midnight than noon lately
— alot closer, usually between 10
and 11:30p.m.

Lately, evenat 11 p.m.theair has
been muggy and the temperature
near 80degrees. Still, it’ sbetter than
themuggy 90swith sunshinethat we
were having most every day.

On Saturday, we started up the
street and noted that the night was
overcast and there was lightning
streaking intermittently across the
sky. Still, therewasno thunder, not
much wind and the evening looked
pretty calm.

Wewalked up the hill to thewa-
ter tower, then turned and crossed
the highway by The Gateway,
Oberlin’ sciviccenter. Nowwewere
uptop of thehill and the breezefelt
wonderful.

Therewasawedding dancegoing
on and young folks were coming
and going. Dressed in old white T-
shirts and raggedy shorts, we
weren't exactly dressedfor adance,
but it was tempting. We love to
danceandthey all seemedtobehav-
ing agreat time.

Welovetheseeveningwalks. The
crickets chirp, the cicadas sing and

on nigh

—
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Open Season

ByCynthiaHaynes

cahaynes@nwkansas.com

walkers
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sometimeswehear anowl far off in
thetrees.

The dog goeswith us. She loves
to run and chase rabbits, although
we've been trying, without much
success, toteach her that she’ sabird
dog— not abunny hound. If it runs
away, though, she'll try to chaseit.

Luckily, most skunks don’t run.
They turn around and walk off, tail
high and sprayer ready. So far,
we' vespotted them soonenoughto
alter our course, and the dog hasn’t
tried to chase any of them.

Wedidn't run acrossany skunks
on Saturday. Wedidn't go dancing
although in retrospect, maybe we
should have crashed the party.

After we had gone about two
blocksfrom TheGateway, it started
torain— gently atfirst.

It smelled wonderful on the hot
pavement. Bigfat dropsgently pat-
tereddownonusandwesmiledand

kept going.

Thenthebigfat dropsstartedfall-
ing faster and faster, and we started
walking faster and faster.

Soon we were running through
the rain, our clothes drenched anc
our hair dripping. The dog was in
seventh heaven. Sheloveswater al -
most as much as running, and run-
ningintherainisgreat asfar asshe
was concerned.

Just aswegot to our back door, it
started to thunder — talk about be-
ing latefor the party!

Other thangettingwet and getting
our walk cut short, we decided the
rainwasgreat. Thedoglovedit. The
gardenandyardlovedit. Theweath-
ermanlovedit, sincehewasfinally
right.

After all, it was Saturday night
andtimefor abath.

U.S. 36editiondrawspraise

( L etterstotheEditor

TotheEditor:

| amwriting to commend you on
the “U.S. 36 Section” and the cre-
ation of United States 36 Highway
Association. The section was very
well doneand provided alot of use-
ful information about Route 36 and
the Kansastownsalong theway.

[ liveinChampaign, I1l.,whichis
onthe“new” Route 36 (now Inter-
state 72) and ultimately connects
withold 36in Hannibal, Mo. | have
traveled Route 36 from Champaign
to Colorado on many occasions, as
well asanumber of tripsto Colby.

| knew of some of the businesses
and attractionsa ong Route 36, but
thesectionofferedawealthof infor-
mation about venues and activities
of which | was unaware. One ex-
amplewastheAllis-ChalmersMu-
seum in Washington. This was of
interest to me because | worked at
the Allis Chalmers factory in
Springfield, Illinoisinthesummers
during my collegeyears.

A colleaguesaw thesectioninmy
office and was immediately at-
tractedtothearticleabout thesteam

locomotive in Marshall County.
Later | noticed hewas checking the
Internet for directions and plotting
out atripto Kansas.

There are many treasures along
U.S. 36that arerel atively unknown.
Inmy opinionthereisno other way
togo, anddriving Interstate 70 bor-
dersontotal idiocy. My only fearis
that your section and association
will generate too much interest in
Route 36 and it will become overly
crowded.

For my money, youcan'tbeat the
beautiful vistas and topography of
northern Kansas and the High
Plains. There are times looking at
thebroad horizonof theHigh Plains
is reminiscent of looking at the
ocean. Itistruly beautiful.

When | was a child, my family
wouldtravel Route36from Spring-
field, Illinoisto Troy, Kansas and
thenveer southtomy grandparents
farmin Doniphan County. Thetrip

acrossMissouri andthetownsal ong
theway — Hannibal, MonroeCity,
Macon, Brookfield, Cameron, and
St. Joseph — each hold special
memories of past trips and the an-
ticipation of arriving at Grandma' <
farm.

Although U.S. 36 has been sig-
nificantly changed in lllinais, the
Missouri sectionof Route36isrela
tively the same as it was 50 years
ago. There are still familiar 1and-
marks which make me fantasize
about time-warps and a desire tc
turnsouthfor thefarmwhentravel-
ingthrough Troy. Butthosedaysare
goneandonly thememoriesareleft,
with Route 36 thetangiblereminder
of special times and wonderful
people.

Thank you for taking thetimeto
write about and preserve historic
U.S. 36.

Peter Tracy
Champaign, I11.

Scoutscombiningther councils

TotheEditor:

Girl Scoutsinour community are
about to gain thousands of new
friendsandjust asmany new oppor-
tunities. Starting Oct. 1, our Scouts
will become part of the new Girl
Scouts of Kansas Heartland Coun-
cil, which will combine the
strengths of our council with five
othersin the state to serve 15,000
girlsand 5,000 adult volunteers.

What thismeansfor our Scoutsis
that they will soon have even more
placestogo, thingstodoand people
tomeet. Our girlswill still beserved
by aregional officein Hayswhere
they can speak with Girl Scout staff
to help them with purchases, ques-

tionsand support.

Girl Scouts' local presencewill be
as strong as ever and girls will re-
main in their current troops. The
only differenceisthat, asof Oct. 1,
they will have accessto al the Girl
Scout programsand summer camps
we haveto offer in 80 counties.

“Thechangesthat aretakingplace
in Kansasare happening acrossthe
country, and it’s all part of Girl
Scouts’ overall goal to redefine it-
self asthe world' s best leadership
development program for girls,”
said Linda Mills, chief executive
officer for Sunflower Council .

Headquarters for the combined
council will bein Wichita, with re-

gional officesin Hays, Emporia,
Garden City, Hutchinson anc
Salina. Shelly Chenoweth hasbeen
appointed asthefirst chief executive
officer. A combinedboard of direc-
torswill be elected to include rep-
resentatives from all regions.
Ms. Chenoweth comestotheGirl
Scouts from the Y outh Entrepre-
neursof Kansasin Wichita
For details, visit www.gogssc.or
g/links.aspandclick ontheRealign-
ment pageor call theHaysofficeat
(785) 625-5671.
Monical egleiter
Girl Scoutsof Sunflower Council
2707 Vine, Suite 8, Hays
(785) 625-5671

Reader agreestown isgettingmoretrasny

TotheEditor:

A letterintheJduly 11, 2007, edi-
tionof TheOberlinHerald, written
by former Oberlin residents Linda
Marintzer and Debbie Scheufler,
expressed concerns over areas of
Oberlin filled with weeds and un-
kempt, clutter-filled yards. They
questioned city maintenance and
repair of streetsin Oberlin and the
genera overall negativeappearance
of the “City of Pride” where they
enjoyed their childhood and at-
tended 12 vearsin school

Their childhood memories were
of Oberlinasavery special town of
caring people that showed pridein
their town by a constant mainte-
nanceof itshomes, projects, streets
and general appearance. | also say,
“What has happened to Oberlin?’

Seventy years ago, my family
movedto Oberlin. | spent my child-
hood in Oberlin, went to school
there and married in the “ City of
Pride,” aso the hometown of my
husband. We passed this legacy to
our two children whowerebornin

Oberlin.

Thepast 40yearswecontinuedto
frequently visitin Oberlinwithfam-
ily and friends, however, during
eachvisitweaobservedthes ow, sa
declineinthisCity of Pride.

Citizens of Oberlin and city anc
county government, please return
our town to the“ City of Pride” anc
search for remediesto, “What has
happened to Oberlin?’

Betty West Campbell
1916 Singing Bow Way
OroVallev Ariz. 85755



