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 Along the Sappa
By Steve Haynes

schaynes@nwkansas.com

Way we treat friends not friendly

Farm Bill decisions affect all

On the Potomac
By  U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran

jerry.moran@mail.house.gov

Oberlin Arts & Humanities
2007-2008 Schedule

Season Ticket Events:

September 8, 2007 7:30 p.m. Sat. ........... Jerry Barlow
Gateway Theater       Celtic Fingerstyle Guitar

October 20, 2007 7:30 p.m. Sat. ........... SW NE Community Theater
 Gateway “Curious Savage: Stage Presentation

November 11, 2007 2:00 p.m. Sun. ........... Stanton Nelson
 Gateway       Youth Pianist

December 2, 2007 2:00 p.m. Sun. ........... Oberlin Area Concert Band & Clueless
 High School Christmas Concert

January 26, 2008 7:30 p.m. Sat. ........... The Cartwright Brothers
Gateway Comedy

February 23, 2008 6:30 p.m. Sat. ........... Allegro Chamber Trio
 Gateway (Dinner Theater) Dinner-6:30, Theater-7:30

March 30, 2008 7:30 p.m. Sat. ........... KU Dance Group
 Gateway
April 27, 2008 2:00 p.m. Sun. ........... Local History Tour
Gateway Dresden, Clayton & Jennings

YOUR MEMBERSHIP ALSO SUPPORTS:

November 24, 2007 Sat. ......................................... Holiday Arts & Crafts Show
Spring, 2008 Sat., Sun. ........................................... High Plains ArtFest
Spring, 2008 ........................................................... Senior Recital
Monthly, (call 475-2707 for reservations) ............. Anna Seeber Shaw Basic Drawing Workshop
................................................................................ Series

For Program information call Ella Betts (785-475-3557) or Mary Henzel (785-475-3329)
Information also available at www.oberlinarts.org
Season Tickets:
1. $60 Each, all season ticket events; one Dinner/Theater
2. $125 Family, all season ticket events; all school age youth and two Dinner/Theater
3. $65 Single Family, all season ticket events; all school age youth and one Dinner/Theater
Tickets will be mailed to you if the mail-in form below is completed with payment enclosed and
returned to Oberlin Arts & Humanities, Ella Betts, 601 N. Penn, Oberlin, KS 67749

SINGLE EVENT TICKETS
AVAILABLE AT DOOR

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Name___________________________________  Address___________________________
State type of ticket as above

1.   $60. x______ tickets $_______________ $75. (1 ticket) Patron $________________
2. $125. x______ tickets $_______________ $100. (1 ticket) Benefactor $____________
3.   $65. x______ tickets $_______________ $500. Corporate (includes 4 tickets)$_____

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
For more information or to purchase tickets, contact:

Gary Fredrickson .... 475-3135
Christie Morris ........ 475-2070
Kay Gaskill ............. 475-2832

JoAnn Neidenthal .... 475-2966
Ron Jansonius ......... 475-2648
Rhonda May ............ 475-1500

Joy Russell .............. 475-3371
Mary Henzel ............ 475-3329
Ella Betts ................. 475-3557
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Carnival Schedule ------ Volunteers are still needed!
Call Vicky Ray at 475-3351 or Stop by Ray Jewelry
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T. Phillips
Volunteer Needed
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Volunteer Needed
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M&K Wasson

Volunteer Needed
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Decatur County Amusement Authority
Games not listed have already been filled by Volunteers

--------------------Decatur Health Systems --------------------------------

Ultimate Fertilizer Co
139 W. Hall — Oberlin — 785-475-2121

 Combine with NexTech Cellular Back 2 School ad
printed over at 85% separately. pubset text below is in
proper position to overlay the ad.

Ad is 3x6
OBH

CLASSIFIEDS REALLY WORK.
CALL PAT AT 475-2206 TODAY.

 “Farming looks mighty easy
when your plow is a pencil and
you’re a thousand miles from a corn
field.”

 President Eisenhower’s words
are a fitting reminder as Congress
works to draft a farm bill that will
have lasting effects on the liveli-
hoods of the farmers and rural com-
munities I represent. As the farm-
bill debate takes shape in Washing-
ton, farmers across the country are
working from dawn until dusk, har-
vesting the wheat that will soon be
a loaf of bread on a table in New
York or San Francisco.

The farm bill is a complex legis-
lative package that funds everything
from conservation practices to
school lunches. In fact, the lion’s
share of the new bill, about 66 per-
cent, would go to Food Stamps.

The last farm bill, drafted in 2002,
put into place a safety net to support
farmers when growing conditions or
markets fail. Critics of that policy
claim that too much money is being
spent to support farmers. Yet these
critics fail to mention that the farm
program has come in about $25 bil-
lion under budget since that bill was
enacted five years ago. This leaves
the Agriculture Committee with 42
percent less money to work with.

Another fact omitted by critics of
farm policy is that American farm-
ers are supported at much lower lev-
els than those in other countries
around the world. In 2005, Ameri-

can farmers received around $44 per
acre, compared to European farm-
ers at $390 per acre and Japan at a
whopping $4,442. Couple the low
support level with the foreign regu-
lations and tariffs imposed on U.S.
commodities abroad, and it is easy
to see why it’s difficult for Ameri-
can farmers to compete in the world.

The benefits of the farm bill are
evident in the prices Americans pay
at the grocery store — be it in
Kensington, Md., or Kensington,
Kan. In 2004, the average American
spent about 7.9 percent of their bud-
get on food, whereas Germany came
in at 15.9 percent, Japan at 17.6 per-
cent and India at 46.1 percent.

In addition to food and fiber,
American farmers are also now be-
ing called on to help meet our
country’s energy needs. Farmers are
doing what they can to decrease our
reliance on foreign fuel. While striv-
ing for energy independence, we
should not act to increase our for-
eign sources of food by ending the
vital safety net in the Farm Bill.

In few other professions is one’s
very livelihood at the mercy of
Mother Nature. Be it snow, freezes,
floods, fire, tornadoes or drought,
our farmers face serious obstacles in
their quest to meet the challenge of
not only feeding and clothing their
own families, but also the families
of millions around the world.

As farmers in Kansas harvest their
wheat and begin to prepare for the
next crop, we in our nation’s capi-
tal are planting the seeds for the next
generation of American farmers and
working to provide stability to a
risky profession so integral to our
country. I can only hope that the
farm bill we debate today does not
simply write off the very future of
American agriculture.

I will continue to be an advocate
for agriculture policy that uses tax-
payer dollars responsibly, is more
free-market oriented and less trade
distorting, allows producers to earn
a reasonable living and helps to pre-
serve the rural communities that we
in Kansas call home.

Talking with people in the United
Arab Emirates, and in other coun-
tries that consider themselves our
friends, a couple of themes emerge.

One is that our friends want a dia-
log with us, not just a one-way rela-
tionship where Washington gives
orders and our allies follow.

The other is that right now, we
treat our friends poorly.

The first complaint you hear
around the world. We have a lot of
friends, and they tend to think we
take them for granted.

It’s common in Latin America to
hear people complain about the rem-
nants of “gunboat diplomacy,” ev-
erything from the U.S. ambassador
ordering a candidate to make a
speech to our aid policies.

In Abu Dhabi, capital of the
U.A.E., one minister complains
that, coming up to the invasion of
Iraq, the U.S. seemed bent on a self-
determined course.

“Nobody was willing to listen to
the advice from the region,” he com-
plained.

Worse still is the treatment we
give our friends when they come
here.

The furor over the Dubai Ports
contract last year is a case in point.
The firm, an international power-

house in the port business, con-
tracted to run several U.S. ports. A
political furor in Congress forced
the Arab company to withdraw,
though both it and the country as a
whole are firmly on “our side.”

“The people in charge here under-
stood the political atmosphere,” one
minister said. “I don’t think it has
affected the formal relationship be-
tween the two countries.

“It may have affected the people.
It could have an effect on private
relations.

“There has been a drop in travel
(to the U.S.). The scrutiny in issuing
visas, the treatment at the airports...

“I’d hesitate to go now. Nobody
would like to humiliate himself.”

Much of the damage from this
kind of treatment won’t show up for
years. Wherever you go in the Arab
world today, as in many parts of the

Second and Third worlds, you meet
people educated at American uni-
versities.

These are people who know
America and Americans. By and
large, they love us. The next genera-
tion may not be so friendly, because
relatively few of them will come to
school here.

“With the restrictions on visas and
the hassles at the airports,” says
Abdul-Aziz Abdulla al Ghurair,
speaker of the U.A.E. parliament,
the Federal National Council, “with
the FBI watching, parents don’t
want to take the risk of sending their
kids to the U.S.

“It has created choices for parents
to send their kids elsewhere. We are
building more universities here.

“I am sad and disappointed. I want
my kids to study in the U.S.”

Part of the problem is the Ameri-

can tendency to see things in black
and white. We were attacked by
people from an Arab country, so all
Arabs must be bad. All Muslims
must hate us. That is essentially rac-
ist thinking.

And if we keep thinking that way,
it may come to be. Certainly, the
way we treat our friends is not win-
ning us any.

“In general, the Americans are
very nice people,” the speaker says,
“very straightforward and very
friendly. I wish they would get away
from thinking of stereotypes for any
region of the world.

“In the U.S., Muslims have been
labeled as bad boys. In a billion
people, you will have some crazies,
but you can’t just label everyone.

“You have to let people know that
not all Arabs are crazy.”

He went on to talk about diplo-
matic relations.

“You should give from your right
hand without the left hand knowing
what you are doing,” he said. “We
are all keen to have even a better re-
lationship with the U.S. We expect
a two-way relationship.”


