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L ear n walleyehabitstocatch
thesedusvefigh in hot weather

Oftenwalleyesaretakenacciden-
tally because fishermen don't take
thetimetolearnhowto consistently
catch them.

I’d always wondered how the
heck tofishfor walleyesat nightin
thelate summer.

In 1992, | sat down with Jeff
Rader of Rader’s Lodge at Lake
Waconda in north central Kansas
near Glen Elder.

Most Kansas fishermen refer to
Lake Waconda as Glen Elder, so
don’t get confusedif youlook for it
on the map. Glen Elder actually is
the state park around Lake
Waconda.

Rader, a professional fishing
guide who knows Lake Waconda
like the back of his hand, gave me
sometricksthat have helped mein
fishing for walleyes, sauger and
saugeye on lakes throughout Kan-
sas, Colorado and Nebraska.

Sincethis season hasbeen pretty
much abust for me, | decidedto see
if therewasanythinginmy oldfish-
ing journals, short of dynamite, to
help meimprove my catchrate.

| found out that Rader hadtold me
that some fishermen stumble upon
walleyes at night while fishing for
catfish.

“A walleye picking up aflash, a
vibrationor scent of thefisherman’s
bait will blunder into the hook and
neither thefishor fishermanrealize
what has happened, he said.

“In other words, we do not have
many fishermenwhoactually goout
and purposely fishthecorrect tech-
niques for walleye in the evening.
They may go hoping, but they have
not the slightest idea of how to go
about helping out their hope.

“Itisamazingthat althoughwall-
eye fishermen have been stalking
thesefish for centuries, few havea
game plan that works based on
knowing when, where and why
these fish bite during the dog days
of summer.

“Thisis aspecialized sport, re-
quiring the upkeep of equipment,
knowledge of the lake and the
proper techniques to learn about
walleyeand about night fishingthat
may not guaranteeanything, but will
most certainly raiseyour chances.”

Littlereal techniqueof nightwall-
eyefishinghasever beenworkedup
becausefishermenandwritershave
been saying for years that walleye
aretakenat night only by sheer [uck.
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And so fishermen await luck.

The place to start, according to
Rader and close friend and col-
|league Ron Becker, another fishing
expertonLakeWaconda, iswiththe
walleye.

Many fishermen consider wall-
eyetobethecraftiestfishinthelake.

If you think largemouth bass are
spooky and wary you are correct,
but be prepared, on anight fishing
walleye trip, to match wits with a
creaturefar more difficult to catch.
Thewalleyeisfar moreshy and se-
cretivethan the bass.

Put a good walleye fisherman
down on Lake Waconda with the
fish undisturbed and hewill collect
someinacoupleof nights.

But put agoodwalleyefisherman
atthesamelakeduringthedogdays
of summer andthisanglerisinfora
long night.

So just how do we fish Lake
Wacondain August?

First, Rader said, getit well fixed
inyour mind that the night walleye
isareal adversary. Walleye have
never gained much respect as a
gamefishintheGreat Plains, but not
because of lack of game qualities.

Oh, no, he said. It'sbecause few
walleyefishermenaregood enough
to outwit them!

When you have been convinced
of this, then begin to study thelate-
night habits of walleye, and you'll
end up with better resullts.

Becker and Rader believe that
unless you have a good idea of
wherethewalleyeareon Waconda,
youarejust spinningyour reel gears.

Thissoundsobvious, but it takes
alot of planning to find out where
tostart thenight.

One good way, Rader said, isto
isolate holding spots by using an
underwater hydrosurvey or “topo”
map. |solating the areas where big
females rest is one of the keys.
Knowingwherethey restandwhere
they gofor their quickest meal will
unlock the door to night walleye

fishing.

Here are some prime ways to
learnwalleye patternson Waconda
and other areareservoirs:

STUDY — Talk to thelocal an-
glers; seehow many walleye, sauger
or saugeyehavebeentakenover the
past few seasonsduring thistime of
year.

TAKEPHOTOS—That'sright,
take pictures of thelake during the
day tofind wherethelow spotsare.
Kansas has been going through a
drought over the past 10 years.
However, this year several lakes
havehigher water levels, whichhas
madefishingtougher. Keepthepho-
tosinyour fishinglog, andwhenthe
lake comes up you will be ableto
look at the photos and know what
structureisbel ow the surface.

Among good sources of walleye
informationaretheK ansas Depart-
ment of Wildlife and Parks' creel
census and stocking reports.

However, thosefiguresaren’tin-
falible. After al, aheavy concen-
tration of walleye fishermen may
havelowered thetotal figures.

Onceyou havestudied thestatis-
tics, you are ready for the pinpoint
stuff.

From the Kansas Department
Wildlife and Parksfiles, ask for a
breakdown on the best general ar-
eas, and if there are current creel
censusfigures, youneedtoknowthe
up-to-datefigures.

Y ouwill quickly get apicture of
L akeWacondawalleyepopulation.

A largelakelike Wacondamight
sustain numerous large white bass,
but only afew largewalleye.

In addition, walleye are not the
least bit aggressive right now, so
check thewater temperature. Wall-
eye hang deep in cooler, deeper
holesduring thedays, thenmoveto
feedontheflatsintheshallowsdur-
ing the evenings. They like that
comfort zone. They alsoliketofind
underwater highways that quickly
get them food and then get them

back to the security of the deep.
They are predators; they only have
three functionsin life — eat, keep
from being eaten and reproduce.

When you fish for them, think in
termsof their food, saf ety and com:-
fort. Comfort to awalleye can be
lying onthebottom. Remember the
cardinal ruleof walleye—fishclose
tothebottom. Evenif thebottomis
inashallow flat, walleyevery sel-
domhitontop, unlessthewind stirs
up theinsectsin thewater chop.

Recogni ze the characteristics of
the walleye. A large femaleis e
predator, an eating machine. It will
eat almost anythingit feelslikeeat-
ing. Some large walleye have had
16-inch shad in their bellies when
hooked.

Walleyedohavetheir preferences
— nightcrawlers, shad, minnows
and perch are their favorites. Re-
member, even though it is warm,
walleyestart relatingtothefall bite
due to the length of the daylight
hours. Thistime of year, each day
getsalittleshorter.

Long daylight hours means
shorter feeding spurtsat night. Wall-
eyehaveatendency to gorgethem-
selves, thenrest. Sometimesthey hit
fast and furious, and at other times
extremely slowly.

Toward the end of the summer
vegetationis at itsfullest, and bait
fishareat their largest. That means
moreweeds, morehiding placesand
shorter feeding cycles. Find gooo
feeding structure and be persistent.

If youareinterestedinmakingthe
tripto Cawker City andfishing L ake
Waconda, contact Glen Elder Dam-
Waconda Lake, c/o Glen Elder
Wildlife Management Area, The
Kansas Forestry, Fish and Game
Commission, Box 1028, Pratt,
67124 for map information.

Write Park Manager, Glen Elder
State Park, Glen Elder, 67420, for
current information onthelakeanc
accessibility and reservations for
camping.

WritetheBeloit AreaChamber of
Commerce, 123 N. Mill, Box 582,
Beloit, Kan., 67420, or call (785)
738-2712 for further contacts.

Call the Rader Lodge hotline,
(785) 545-3482, for updatedfishing
information.

Lake Waconda isnorth off 1-7C
at U.S. 281 at Russell and south of
Cawker City.
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