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Gymnasticsagood bet
for city at TheGateway

Decisions the Oberlin City Council hasto
make on arequest to use The Gateway arena
at cut-ratepricesarenot aseasy asthey might
seem, butintheend, wethinkitwill besimple.

If wehaveaciviccenter toencourageactiv-
ity and get peopl e together, then the council
needsto say yes— with somereservations.

The Creative Movements gymnastics club
wantstomoveitsweekly classesto The Gate-
way when school starts, hoping to teach kids
the sport from 5to 7:30 p.m. once aweek.
The problem is the club can’t afford the

kids out by 7 p.m. when the center normally

closeson “winter hours.”

Since The Gateway already |oses about
$100,000ayear, any coststothecity fromthis
deal would be minimal by comparison. Few,
if any, eventswould belost and theonly real
costwould by overtimefor thepersonclosing
thebuilding. Creativescheduling should mini-
mizethat. The center could closeat 7:30 one

day aweek.
The real issue, then, is whether the city

shouldsubsidizeaclubaimedat helpingkids.

$125-a-night rental feethecity usually getsfor
thearena, which couldtotal nearly $4,500for
the year. Its old rent at the Decatur County
Museum was|essthan atenth of that.

The museum apparently isn’t an option,
though, since the board paid to refinish the
floor at the Old Bohemian Hall and decided
thegymmatswouldn’ t begoodfor thesurface.

Now, theCreativeM ovementsboardistry-
ingtodecidehow muchit canpay thecity and
council members are thinking about how
muchthey canaffordtogive. Decisionswhich
amount to spending tax money arenever easy,
but this group does alot for Oberlin and our

youth.

Council memberstal ked about somerestric-
tions: The club would haveto set up and take
down its own equipment, plus any tables or
chairsalready setfor anevent. It might bepre-
empted by a major, paying event with due
notice, and some members, at least, want the

Thecouncil hastofaceasimilar decisionwhen
it agreed to allow the Girl Scoutsto hold a
campattheold SappaValey Y outhRanchthis
summer. (Andwaited solongto makeadeci-
sion, the Scouts went elsewhere.) Nonprofit
youth groups aren’t going to pay full rent.
They don’t havethe money.

But then no onereally paysfull rent at The
Gateway, given the subsidy. If they did, it
would beapretty quiet place.

Withtheright rules, thegymnastsshould not
put much of a dent in the city’s treasury,
though, and thisis the kind of activity we
should be supporting. It teaches kids some-

thing valuable and keeps families from hav-

ing to go to another town for recreation.
Whether you agree or not, if you have an
opinion— and many peopledo— now isthe
time to talk to a council member and make
your feelings known. The members should
makeadecisionintwoweeks.—SeveHaynes

Housegetsreadyjustintime

OK,wecanrelax now. My daugh-
ter Karaand granddaughter Taylor
arrived last night, but up until they
got out of thevehicle, weweremov-
ing furniture, vacuuming and pack-
ing “stuff” away to make ready the

ew” house.

Both Jim and | work well under
pressure. In fact, that seems to be
when we get things done. Eight
weeks ago, we started a list of
projects to finish before the kids
came. Most of it was still not done
atthefirstof last week. Butby 9p.m.
Sunday, wehadknocked out alarge
portion of them.

That morning, it still looked like
we had been vandalized. When we
got home from church, we went
right to work and didn’t stop until
Karaand Taylor arrived. Then we
couldactlike"la-di-da,” welivelike
thisall thetime.

Y ou know all those shows on
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HGTV wherethereisadeadlineand
thehouseisamessright upuntil the
end?Jimsaid, “Welook likewe're
contestantson‘ Flip ThisHouse.””

The good newsis, now | can re-
lax andreally enjoy their visit. If the
kidswill just let usrelax.

Kara shusband, Adam, isflying
in tomorrow night and he hasn’t
beenhereinsevera years. Karaand
Adamareboth handson, “Let’ sget
somethingdone” peopleandwant to
hel pusget somemajor project done

Photo Policy

TheOberlinHeraldwantstoem-
phasize photos of people doing
things in the community. If you
know of an event or news happen-
ingthat weshouldattend, pleasecall
475-2206.

Please be sure to alow acouple
of days' noticesowecanarrangeto
bethere.

Spacein the paper islimited and
soisthetimeof our staff, sowemay
not beabletoget toevery event, but
wewill try.

Because spaceis so limited, we
cannot run team or group photos,
any picturesof peoplelined up or of
people passing checks, certificates

andthelike. (Wewill alwaystry to
make room for astory about any of
these events, however.)

We do run wedding and engage-
ment picturesand“ mug” shotswith
storiesand obituaries, whenthey are
provided to us. Please remember
that we need aclear, sharp picture.
Dark or fuzzy printswill not work.

We cannot return photos unless
you submit a self-addressed,
stamped envelope with clear in-
structions for return. Other photos
submitted may be picked up at our
officewithintwoweeks. After that,
they will bedisposed of .

whilethey’ rehere.

Theonly problemischoosingjust
one. Thelistisalmost endless.

We could paint the front porch
railing. | still want the north porch
screened in. There is the crown
moldingtopaintandinstall. L otsof
pictures still need to be hung. | al-
most forgot about thecurtains| want
to make, and Jim could use some
help running air ductsto therest of
the house.

| reminded Karathat sheisonva-
cation, too.

-ob-

L ast week wasamilestonebirth-
day for me. Thebig 6-0.

Kara said she and Taylor were
looking for abirthday card to send
mewhen Taylor said, “Hey, Mom.
Thisoneisinlarge print. Now that
Grandma s 60, do you think she
needsit?’

Holdonaminute. I’mreminding
her that 60 isthe new 40.

(From theBibI@
\_ _J

Sing aloud unto God our
strength: make ajoyful noise
unto the God of Jacob.

Psaim81:1
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Flowers, g

They went 1,200 miles, spent four
nightsin four motel rooms and got
inandout of 10vehicles. For alittle
vase of flowers, that’ sabig week.

Last Tuesday was our 36th anni-
versary. Our children called and
expressed their amazement and Pet,
our officemanager, got usabeauti-
ful littlevasewith three carnations,
apurplespiky thingand somegreen-
ery.

She laughed and said that |
wouldn’t have to pay for this one.
That’ sarunningjokewithus. Steve
has alocd florist send me flowers
for birthday and Valentine's Day
and | haveto pay thebill at theend
of themonth.

Thistime| had flowers free and
clear, but | wasleaving town.

| spent Tuesday afternoon work-
ing at a pharmacy across the street
from my office. | took my flowers
so | could enjoy them.

They werepretty easy tocarry, so
| gotawildidea. Why not takethem
with me? It wouldn’t have worked
on aplane, but we were taking the
trainto SantaFe.

So as soon as | got off work, |
loaded thevaseand our luggageand
headed for Colby, where | was to
meet up Steve, whoworksin Good-
land most Tuesdays.

| parked my car behind the Colby
FreePressand moved luggageand
flowersto Steve' struck. Wedrove
to Garden City and spent the night
at amotel. At 6 am., we used the
hotel’ s courtesy car to drive to the
trainstationand boarded Amtrak for

efinds, travel well
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pointswest. (So far, we' ve got one
hotel and four vehicles.)

Thetrainletusoff at Lamy, N.M.,
about 15 miles southeast of Santa
Fe. Sadly, eveninthe old days, the
Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe
didn’tgotoSantaFe. Trainsstopped
at Lamy and you had to get to the
New Mexicocapital ontheroad. We
took a shuttle from Lamy to the
Hilton in Santa Fe and spent the
night.

Our trip was set up to check out
facilitiesin this desert community
for a summer meeting in 2008 for
about 50 people.

Merle and Mary, friends from
Salida, Colo., joined us the next
morningat theHiltonandwhilemy
flowers spent the morning in the
room, we explored thetown.

A shuttleat noontook us, our lug-
gage and flowersto our next hotel,
ThelnnontheAlameda. (We' reup
to 600 miles, three hotels and six
vehicles.)

Againtheflowershadto spenda
dull day inthehotel whilewetoured
The Hotel Santa Fe and the La
Fonda.

The next morning, Merle and
Mary took us back to thetrain sta-
tionandwecaught Amtrak for Gar-
den City.

A little out of Lamy, the conduc-
tor came along and asked Stevefor
his ticket. Since they’d taken our
tickets aswe got on the train and |
had takenthestubsoff to el sewhere,
Stevewasin abit of aquandary.

Thentheconductor saw theflow-
erstucked into the seat pocket anc
said, “ Oh, | remember theflowers,”
and | eft.

Any man carrying a pretty little
vasewiththreecarnations, apurple
spiky thing and a few pieces of
greenery ismemorable, | guess.

At Garden City, thebouquet went
with usin the courtesy car to the
hotel and spent thenight. Thenthey
went home in Steve's truck. We
stopped in Colby but didn’t bother
moving the flowersto my car. We
didn’t want to bother them.

Although they were as pretty as
ever, | think they were asleep.
They’ d had abig week.

Town not |n that bad ashape

We' vehad afew lettersabout the
Oberlin’ sstate of repair.

Isitreally that bad?

No, looking around, thisisstill a
pretty nice-looking littletown.

Most houses and yards are well
kept. Most buildingsareingoodre-
pair. Thecity takescareof itsstreets
and, withthestate, hasbeen steadily
rebuilding the main routesthrough
town.

Downtown, almost all the build-
ingsarefull. Ownersaredoing ma-
jorrepairsonatleast one. New busi-
nesses are planned. The canopies
still look good and the overall look
isappealing.

The city hasits sights on some
dilapidated houses, with more to
come. It needsto continuethat pro-
gram. At least one house under
demolition orders from several
yearsagostill standsafter theowner
madeafew repairs. It' sstill amess.

Andyes, therearesomeweedsin
afew streets. Weall couldtry todo
something about that, pull afew
weeds. Perhapsthecity could spray
the persistent spots.

That said, we could do better.
Oberlinneedssomeimprovements,
andall of us—city leaders, business
owners, taxpayers — will have to
swallow harder to foot the bill.

Some suggestions, afew expen-
siveones, and somethat’ d cost next
tonothing:

* New sidewalksdowntown. The

AIongtheSappa
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old ones are shot. One owner has
replaced theconcreteinfront of his
place, but that’ sabout it.

The city might have to do the
work and bill property ownersover
10years, asitdid withthealleys.

e A new swimming pool. The
city’s pool commission came up
withsomegood plans. Now it’ stime
for someoneto comeup withaway
topay forthepool. If thecity agrees
to continue paying for operations,
perhaps the county commissioners
should consider abond issue.

» Vacant buildings need to be
fixed up or torn down. A city that
doesnot pursueabandoned property
ceases to be a viable community.
Thecity haspursued many rundown
buildingsand houses. Thisisnotthe
timeto stop.

* Street repairs. The council
agreed to allocate $50,000 per year
to pay for some improvements.
We' d suggest the council target
small areas, likethetworoughinter-
sectionsonWest Hall Street, where
repairscould makeabigdifference.

At $50,000 per year, it’ dtake de-
cades to replace blocks and blocks
of streets. Think small, think high
traffic, think bigimpact.

* More water. A town that has
watering restrictions every year
won't attract much new industry. A
planned water-treatment plant
might allow the city to use more
wells, but if that’ s not the case, the
city needsto plan for thefuture.

* Treestoreplacewhat we' relos-
ing. Trees are the backbone of any
town’slooks. Oberlinstill hasalot,
but as they age, our trees thin out.
We're starting to lose many older
elmsthat survived thefirst wave of
Dutch Elm disease. Not enough re-
placementsaregoingin.

Every lot along city streetsneeds
tohaveacoupleof treesonthepark-
ing to maintain the over-arching,
shaded look people prize. We neec
amajor tree-planting program.

We're sure there’s more. Any
suggestions out there? Write a let-
ter or e-mail to TheHerald and make
your voice heard.

Reader objectstostoryoncrime

TotheEditor:

| am appalled and embarrassedto
read last week’s sheriff’s blotter
concerning the incident at arural
residence. Thisisnot news, it’ snot
good reporting, andit’ snone of my
(or your) business! Explain to me
why information such as this must
be printed in our local newspaper.

MelindaEnfield, Oberlin

Editor’s Note: The Herald at-
tempts to report all incidents in-
volving areport of acrime. This
case allegedly involved two. Just
because an incident involves rela-
tivesdoes not excuseviolence. We
believethat whensuchincidentsare
ignored, they will continue. More
reporting, not less, isin the public
interect

( L ettersto

theEditor

KingCorntak

TotheEditor:

Any citizenof our northwest Kan-
sasand southwest Nebraskaarea, by
taking a jaunt around the country
block, can see what King Corn’s
capability can be: Blessed, beauti-
ful beyond explanation.

In the question, does history re-
peat itself, King Corn takes center
stagein the country Egypt of many
centuries ago. Now hear this: the
KingJamesBiblical versionspeak-

eshisplace

ing, chapter 41-42, the story of &
Hebrew named Joseph. How a na-
tionwassavedfromstarvationby an
individual blessedby God Almighty
who was calling the shots.
Thereismuch moretothe Joseph
story in previous chapters of Gen-
esis. Just about every human upanc
down playsapart.
Karl Wendelin
Herndon



