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Robbie and Jeni Henningson of Norcatur 
won the Water Quality Award, sponsored by the 
Kansas Bankers Association.

The Henningsons received the award for 
installing a water containment unit below their 
feed lot, more commonly called a waste water 
pit. Mr. Henningson said the pit has been in for 
about a year and a half.

The waste water pit was put in through the 
Environmental Quality Incentive Program 
through the soil conservation office.

He and his father-in-law Herb Shirley con-
tacted a private engineer first, at least three years 
ago. He said he then took the plans to the soil 
conservation engineer to make sure it met all of 
the regulations and then the work began.
    Basically, said Mr. Henningson, water and 
waste from the feed lot go into a pond. When the 
waste in that pond gets to a certain height, the 

water runs to the second pond. This keeps the 
waste from running down the draw or getting 
into the water table.

This is the couple’s first soil conservation 
award. Besides the 950 head feed lot, they also 
grow wheat and corn. Their farm is five miles 
west of Norcatur.

He said they also started doing some rota-
tional grazing on the pasture last year and do 
no-till and some minimal till.

It’s important, said Mr. Henningson, to stay 
proactive with care for the environment.

Mr. Henningson said he has been farming 
since 1994, although they didn’t move to the 
farm until 1996.

The couple has two sons, Nolan, 13 and 
Ganon, 10. Mrs. Henningson is a paraprofes-
sional  in the first grade at Oberlin Elementary 
School.

Water Quality Award
goes to Norcatur couple

WOOFTER
Pump and Well

Domestic and Irrigation Wells
 Hoxie, KS 67740— 1-785-675-3991

Congratulations 
Conservation Award Winners

We are proud to provide the 
services that help you 
to be successful.

“We Want to Work for You.”

Congratulations to the soil conservation winners!

Shaw Aerial Spraying
Rich & Anna Shaw

 Oberlin, Kansas Phone 785-475-2707

    “We’re Ready to Handle Your
Ag Chemical Application.”
Serving you from seven locations:

Lenora
 785-622-4325

Oberlin
785-475-2234 

Kanona  
 785-678-2312

 Jennings
785-678-2313

Danbury, NE
  308-895-2421

Herndon
785-322-5281 

Ludell
785-626-3842

WE SALUTE

“Home Owned, Home Operated”

Raye’s Grocery, Inc.
Oberlin, Kansas

We recognize that most of what we provide for the people we serve, comes 
from the precious earth. We take this means to express our congratulations 
and appreciation to this year’s outstanding soil conservationists of Decatur 
County, as well as to all of our friends and neighbors who tend the soil.

all who work hard
to protect our precious soil. Protects Our Future

JENI AND ROBBIE HENNINGSON are winners for the Water Quality Award, 
sponsored by the Kansas Bankers Association. 

— Herald staff photo by Kimberly Davis


