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“No Job Too Big - No Job Too Small”

Box 761
404 East B Street

McCook, NE 69001

308-345-3194

DOAK CONSTRUCTION INC.
Millwright & Crane Service

Complete General Contracting
Mill & Elevator Service - Commercial & Residential Remodeling

Legs - Augers - Drag Conveyors - Dump Pits - Aeration Floors - Crane Service
4 Skilled Crews

Congratulations to the Decatur County Conservation Award Winners!

SEE US FOR YOUR
Regular or Flat Channel Terrace Construction.
Dams & Stockwater Ponds, Terracing,

Dozing, Scraper Work and Building Feed Lots
“Laser Equipped”

Mindrup and Son Construction
Robert Mindrup

Lenora, Kan.
Phone 

785-567-4555

(308) 345-4580605 West B
McCook, NE

See us for your ag needs.

Crustbuster No-Till Drills

SUNFLOWER

Home Planning Center
180 South Penn, Oberlin—Phone 785-475-2325

Oberlin

A Great 

Place 

to Live!

Bright Life Latex Eggshell 
Enamel Paint
• Best Quality
• One-Coat Hiding
• Scrubbable-Washable
• Spot and Stain Resistant

$19.99
per gallon

With two rows of Cedar trees at their farm-
stead, Earnest and Donna Huff of rural Norcatur 
are the winners of the Windbreak Award, spon-
sored by the Kansas Bankers Association.

The Huffs, who live off the Lyle Road, said 
they planted the windbreak north of their former 
home in 2001, just ahead of the drought, said 
Mr. Huff.

The couple bought the Cedar trees through 
the soil conservation office and had help from 
a man in Hoxie with planting them, although 
their son Eldon, and Terry Rippe had to reset 
several of them.

Then, said Mr. Huff, because of the drought, 
the trees had to be watered. He said he dug a 
trench on either side of the two rows and then 
filled it with water, using garden hose. The 
complete process would take about two weeks 
and then had to be started over.

It paid off, he added, as last year, was the first 
year the trees didn’t have to be watered. Finally, 

he said, the trees are tall enough.
Although they don’t live in the home any-

more, the windbreak protects the cattle, shop 
and chicken house from the weather.

Mr. Huff said the idea for the windbreak came 
to him one day when he stepped out the back 
door to do chores and north wind just went right 
through him.

Although Mr. Huff is retired from farming, 
he said he has 50 years under his belt. Over the 
years, he said, they had cattle, hogs and raised 
wheat, corn, milo and sunflowers.

Mrs. Huff said they had lots of hogs for a 
while and laughed, remembering having boxes 
of little ones in the kitchen to get them warmed 
up. Now, she said, she just has the chickens and 
sells broilers and eggs. That, along with farm 
cats and a dog, she said,  is enough.

The Huffs have two sons Eldon, rural Leba-
non, Neb., and David, who lives in Oklahoma

DONNA AND EARNEST HUFF  stood in front of their windbreak of Cedar 
trees. The couple won the Windbreak Award sponsored by the Kansas Bankers 
Association.                                                                           —Herald staff photo by Kimberly Davis

Couple receives award 
for Cedar tree windbreak


