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The old stone-jail is bart of the Jewell Cou_nty Historical Soéi‘ety
Museum. The jail, which is being restored, is on the National

The Jewell County courthouse in Mankato (above) is made of
native stone as is the old jail (on top of page). Ahandmade wood
train (at left) entices children and adults to play in the park in
Mankato.

ewell County shows off proud heritage

Mankato, the county seat of Jewell
County, has an attractive downtown just
north of U.S. 36. It’s worth a few minutes,
or more, for a tour.

Turn-of-the-century  buildings line
Commercial Street. Notice the ornate
brick bank.

The Ute Theatre has been refurbished
and is showing movies again. The Man-
kato Library is in a handsome building
originally built as a YMCA.

The old stone jail, listed on the Nation-
al Register of Historic Places, is being
restored. It’s a perfect expression of the

optimism that led earlier Kansans to build
such fancy and permanent public works.

The old jail is now one of several
buildings that make up the Jewell County
Historical Society Museum.

The county was organized in 1870
and named in honor of Lt. Col. Lewis
R. Jewell, 6th Kansas Cavalry, who died
Nov. 30, 1862, of wounds received in the
battle of Cane Hill, Ark.

William G. Cutler’s “History of Kan-
sas,” first published in 1883, tells about
early Jewell County.

The Special Collections of the library

at Wichita State University contain
historical images of Mankato, Jewell,
Burr Oak, Ionia and Esbon.

The Kansas State Historical Society has
more historical data for Jewell County
on-line, including a rich bibliography
and lists of cemeteries, post offices, and
newspapers.

* Lovewell Reservoir, in a hilly section
of northern Jewell County, is one of the
prettiest lakes in the state. There is also a
state park there.

* The Ute Theater in downtown Man-
kato has been refurbished and is showing

movies again.

* The Jewell County Historical Society
in Mankato has two large store buildings
on Commercial Street crammed full of
exhibits and artifacts.

e The old stone jail in Mankato is a
perfect expression of the optimism that
led Kansans to build such ornate public
works.

Museums

e Palmer Printing Museum, 104 S.
Washington, Jewell.

e Jewell County Historical Museum,
Mankato.



