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Shooters
have fun
in woods

Grill fest
set to go
at park

The wafting smell of barbecue 
might attract a few gourmands to 
Sappa Park on Saturday as men and 
women try their skills at grilling a 
variety of meats and other items.

The “Up in Smoke on the Black 
Water” barbecue cook-off starts 
sometime Saturday afternoon, de-
pending on how long each recipe 
takes.

Around 10 teams of four will meet 
at the park, near the shelter house, 
to grill up tasty treats. The options 
are to grill chicken, ribs, pork butt, 
brisket, beans or something under 
“other.”

Some meat will be furnished, but 
contestants must furnish their own 
beans and meats in the open class.

At 6 p.m., the food will go up for 
sale for anyone who wants to eat 
barbecue in the park for $7 for all 
you can eat.

All contestants must be prereg-
istered.

Foreman, clerk ask
to have new jobs clarified

At a special meeting last Thurs-
day, the Oberlin City Council:

• Discussed with the foreman trim-
ming tree limbs over the primary and 
secondary power lines and possibly 
having city power customers sign 
some kind of waiver if they don’t want 
the crew trimming trees in their back 
yards. Story on Page 2A.

• Talked about putting in equip-
ment to remotely read electric and 
water meters. Story on Page 10A.

• Talked with the foreman and clerk 
about what’s expected of them since 
they have both been named public 
officers since the resignation of a city 
administator. Story at left.

Council Countdown
The city foreman asked what’s 

expected of him and the city clerk 
now that they have both been named 
public officers by the Oberlin City 
Council during a meeting Thursday 
at The Gateway.

Both Foreman Dan Castle and 
Clerk Karen Larson were named 
“public officers” at the last council 
meeting, said Mayor Joe Stanley. 
They wanted to know how much 
authority they have and whether 
they’ll get any extra pay.

The council said it’d think about 
the money, but told the two it has 
confidence in their decisions and 
will back them up.

“It’s very vague on what’s ex-
pected,” said Mr. Castle, “and for 
how long. Both of us already have 
a full load with the current jobs, so 
do we refer the daily problems to 
someone or handle them? 

There are complaints already be-
ing brought up, said Mr. Castle.

“Just what are our roles, and for 
how long: six months, a year, 12 
weeks?” he asked.

A month, maybe two, said Mayor 
Joe Stanley. Hopefully, it won’t be 
any longer than that.

In the meantime, said Mr. Castle, 
are he and Mrs. Larson supposed to 
be making decisions or are those to 
be turned over to the council.

Mayor Stanley said he will be up 
at The Gateway as much as he can.

It seems like most of what Ad-
ministrator Gary Shike took care of, 
said Councilwoman Rhonda May, 
the two of you could handle.

An example of a decision, said 

Mrs. Larson, is making agreements 
with people to pay their utility bills. 
Earlier that day, she said, there was 
a woman in the office who owes 
almost $1,200. Her power has been 
shut off. 

Mrs. Larson said she told the 
woman that she would have to pay 
a substantial amount, maybe half, 
and then set up payments, in order to 
have the power turned back on.

“We as a council,” said Council-
man Ray Ward, “need to be behind 
you. We know you are going to 
make good decisions.”

Earlier in the meeting Council-
woman Marcia Lohoefener said she 
had talked with Shayla Williby, who 
has a bachelor’s degree in public 
administration and is going for her 
master’s. She needs an internship or 
project, said Mrs. Lohoefener.

She said Mrs. Williby is interested 
in volunteering to help.How much 
the mayor wants to handle, said Mr. 
Ward, is up to the three of you.

“I have enough confidence in both 
of you that you can handle this,” 

said Mr. Ward. “I’m behind you 100 
percent until I tell you different, and 
that means you’ve done something 
drastic.”

Mr. Castle asked about compen-
sation for the two of them while they 
take on the extra work. There should 
be something, he said.

Does the council need to hire an 
interim city administrator? asked 
Ms. May.

The council could make the two 
of us interim managers, said Mr. 
Castle. 

“When the council named the 
two of you public officers, “said 
Mayor Stanley, “I thought that took 
care of it.”

The council will think about extra 
pay, said Mrs. Lohoefener.

As long as the decisions are fair, 
sensible, kind if possible and sane, 
then that’s good, said Ms. May. 

“Furthermore,” she said, “the 
council promises not to second 
guess you unless it’s something that 
will send us to jail.”

Wife, husband win prizes
It was a family affair for the Railes 

of Oberlin this week in the Pigskin 
Pick’em contest.

Valisha Raile took first place and 
the $15 scrip prize, while her hus-
band Travis took third and added $5 
to the family pot.

Mary Kinser, Jennings, took sec-
ond and won $10 in scrip, spendable 
only with sponsoring merchants.

They were among five people 
to pick seven out of eight game 
winners. Valisha was closest on the 
score of the tie breaker and Mrs. 
Kinser and Travis tied. A coin toss 
broke that tie.

Also guessing seven out of eight 
right but being farther off on the tie 
breaker were Cody Jacobs, Dres-
den, and Todd Ketterl, Oberlin.

Getting six out of eight were Gary 
Juenemann, Ron Solko and the 

Sylvesters, Oberlin, and Rodney 
Solko, McCook.

Figuring out five out of six win-
ners were Gary Waldo, Mabel 
Zimmerman, Colleen Gee and Ivis 
Hanson, Oberlin, and Steve Vontz, 
McCook.

Coming up with four out of eight 
were Cheri Kastens, Herndon, 
and Gary Anderson, Justin Gee, 
Jacob Gee, Kimberly Solko, Con-
nie Grafel, Kari Ketterl and Brent 
Juenemann, Oberlin.

Contest rules are on Page 5A of 
today’s paper, along with an entry 
form. Forms also are available at 
the sponsoring businesses, Wagner 
Chevrolet, Buick, Pontiac, and Ca-
dillac of McCook, Farm Credit of 
Western Kansas, Ward Drug Store, 
Raye’s Grocery, the LandMark Inn, 
Home Planning Center, Fredrickson 

Insurance Agency, Farm Bureau 
Financial Services, and The Oberlin 
Herald and the Country Advocate.

Only official entry blanks will be 
accepted, no copies.

This weeks’  winners were:
• Truman State over Fort Hays 

State, 27-7.
• Atwood High over Oberlin, 

44-12.
• Golden Plains over Triplains/

Brewster, 50-26.
• Norton over Osborne, 40-0.
• Virginia Tech over Nebraska, 

35-30.
• Colby over Plainville, 40-0.
• Goodland over WaKeeney, 

21-6.
• McCook over Hastings, Neb., 

64-0.
The tie breaker was Kansas State 

University over Louisiana, 45-37.

Phone 475-2661    — Oberlin –  Toll Free 1-800-794-3784
Service and value are the cornerstones of our business.

Serving Decatur County for 102 years

Stop by and check out our

Sidewalk Sale
Friday and Saturday

October 3 & 4

AT SAPPA PARK  on 
Saturday,  Dave Bose 
(above) kept score of the 
tomahawk and knife throw  
during the black powder 
shoot while Abby Smith 
(right) tried her hand at 
the competition. Around 
30 men, women and kids 
camped at the park, where 
they dressed in frontier 
clothing and took part in 
events with tomahawks, 
knives and black-powder 
rifles and shotguns.

— Herald staff photos 
by Kimberly Davis
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