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St. Francis Livestock Co. -- St. Francis, Kansas
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Raile Gelbvieh
Delbert & Marilyn Raile 785-332-2756

Cody Raile~ 785-332-6089
dmraile@railegelbvieh.com

www.RaileGelbvieh.com

High performing, Stout, Deep Bodied and Heavy Muscled Cattle that
“Grow, Grade and Yield”

SELLING: 45 Charolais, 11 Composites (Charolais x Black Angus), 
4 Red Angus, 18 top-end Charolais heifers, 20 Gelbvieh Balancers, 

5 Gelbvieh Purebred

Raile Charolais Farm
Cliff & Judy Raile ~ 785-332-2794

Reid Raile ~ 785-332-0326
Wm. Raile ~ 785-332-2498
craile@cityofstfrancis.net

www.RaileBeef.com

Registered and Commercial Angus Cattle
       Dan and Becky Larson Sharon Springs, KS 67758

“CARCASS WITHOUT COMPROMISE”
5th Annual Production Sale - March 25, 2009

At The Ranch - 14 Miles South of Wallace, Kansas
SELLING 80 YEARLING BULLS AND 20 HEIFERS

All bulls are performance tested.
All bulls & heifers ultrasound measured every year.

AI Sire: In Focus, Objective, Predestined, 1I2,
Dr J Analyst, Bando 1961, Net Present Value

Call For A Sale Book
LARSON ANGUS RANCH

l A proven breeding program from conception to rail
Our breeding decisions are based on all aspects of beef production!

PH-785-891-3748
E-Mail: larangus@hughes.net l www.arsonangusranch.com

DICKINSON RANCH PRODUCTION SALE
FRIDAY, MARCH 27, 2009

AT THE RANCH GORHAM, KANSAS

SELLING 90 SIMMENTAL, SIMANGUS, ANGUS & RED ANGUS BULLS
ALSO SELLING 50 REG. SIMANGUS YEARLING HEIFERS

l Genetics from a cowherd that is required to calve on the range, even first calf heifers.
l Genetics from a cowherd with longevity, 13-15 yr. old cows still raising calves.
l Genetics from low input female that are also proven for carcass traits and value.
l Big ribeye bulls with above average marbling and tenderness.
l Genetics from a cowherd that has for 40 yrs. selected for feedlot gain & feed 
 conversion.
Genetics That Will Maximize Your Profits & Optimize Your Resources!

KIRK DICKINSON l 888-603-BULL l www.dickinsonranch.com
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Call 
Dave Bergling 
to advertise 

your BULL sale.
475-2206

Oberlin woman
ready to run
in Boston race

By KIMBERLY DAVIS
k.davis@nwkansas.com

An Oberlin woman is ready to hit 
the pavement in Boston — 
running.

Peggy Pratt says she has 
been a runner since she 
was a junior in high school, 
although she took off a few 
years while she had kids. 
Instead, she said, she would 
take the kids out on her 
bike. Then about 18 years 
ago when her youngest, 
Whitney, was 3, she started 
to run again.

Since then, she has run in the 
Goodland Marathon, the Bolder 
Boulder, in the Topeka-Auburn race 
and the Abiline 10 K.

In December, she traveled to Dal-
las, where she ran 26.2 miles in three 
hours, 49.52 minutes to qualify for 
the Boston Marathon next month. 

To qualify for the Boston Mara-
thon, said Mrs. Pratt, people had to 
finish in three hours, 50 minutes in 
a sanctioned marathon race.

She said she ran in Texas with 
17,000 other runners. 

They started in waves according 
to their projected finish time, and 
each runner wore a band on his or 
her ankle. Electronic grids along the 
route would pick up the ankle bands 
to trace the runners.

It gave people at home a way to 
track each runner over the internet, 
said Mrs. Pratt, but it also let the 
race officials know that each run-
ner had made it through all of the 
check points.

Since being home, she’s gone on-
line to see how her times were at the 
check points and how many people 
she passed in the last three miles.

She was told that it was windier 
than normal on race day, although 
it was nothing like running in the 
Kansas wind.

“There were some hills,” said 

Mrs. Pratt, “but I run up the hill just 
straight south on Penn Avenue, so I 
really did not notice the hills.”

Since returning from 
Texas, she’s been train-
ing for the Boston Mara-
thon. 

That has meant one 
long run a week. Her lon-
gest recent run has been 
28 miles. Some weeks, 
she will do a 10- mile run 
once and then an 18-mile 
another day. On the other 
days,  she runs her nor-
mal five miles a day.

She also goes for bike rides, in-
cluding riding to Kearney and Red 
Willow Lake in Nebraska. This 
spring, she plans to do trail bike 
rides with friends.

Mrs. Pratt said she really enjoys 
running. She doesn’t listen to music; 
she just listens to everything. It’s 
a time to unwind and think about 
other things. 

She said she is actually trained 
now and ready for the Boston race, 
although it isn’t until April 20.

When she gets to the last month, 
she won’t do anymore long runs. It 
takes too long for muscles to heal. 
The last couple of weeks before 
the run, she will do a lot of “carb 
loading,” eating to get ready for 
the race.

During the marathon, she said 
it’s important to take water and Ga-
torade about every two miles after 
the first seven.

Mrs. Pratt said running is relaxing 
to her. There is no one asking her 
questions and she can set her own 
goals. It isn’t a competition.

To anyone wanting to start a run-
ning program, it’s important not to 
give yourself a choice to get out, she 
said. Also, start out slow or you will 
hurt yourself. Then gradually build 
up to where you want to be.

Business group
looks for members

Members of the Oberlin Business 
Alliance are extending an invitation 
to all businesses in town to join the 
group.

The members talked about the 
group when they met for lunch last 
Wednesday at the LandMark Inn. 
Gary Walter, with the Bank, asked 
how the membership numbers com-
pare with last year. Tina Watson, 
Chamber of Commerce manager, 
who serves as secretary for the 
group, said she thought there are 
more members this year than last.

There are some people who say 
they won’t join the alliance because 
it duplicates what the Chamber 
does, said Mr. Walter, but the two 
aren’t the same.

Maybe the groups need better 
communications, said Deanna 
Castle, a Chamber board member. 
Does the alliance have a newsletter? 
Do people know what the group 
does?

That information should be cov-
ered in the Chamber news by the 
secretary, said Connie Grafel, mar-
keting director for the Oberlin-De-
catur County Economic Develop-
ment Corp. There are lots of people 
who don’t read the newspaper, said 
Mrs. Castle.

Kurt Vollertsen, owner of Ward 
Drug Store, said the members have 
talked about having the secretary 
send out the minutes of the meetings 
to people who can’t make it. 

He added that they certainly invite 
all the businesses to send someone 
to the meetings, whether that busi-
ness is on the highway, on Main 
Street or in someone’s home.

Does the alliance invite people 
with new businesses to the meet-
ings? asked Mrs. Castle. That is the 
Chamber’s job, said Ms. Grafel, 
because a person can’t be a mem-
ber of the alliance unless they are a 
member of the Chamber.

Businesses are invited to send a 
representative to alliance meetings, 
said Mr. Vollertsen. Members meet 
at noon the first Wednesday of the 
month at the LandMark.

In past years the alliance helped 
organize ordering flowers and get-
ting the planters on Main Street 

looking good before Mother’s 
Day.

After some discussion at the 
meeting last Wednesday, however, 
it looks like businesses are on their 
own this year to order the flowers 
and get them planted.

It would be nice to get some kind 
of perennials in the planters, but 
most of them are not as colorful 
when they come up each year, said 
Laurie Wasson, with Prairie Petals. 
It does look nice when all of the 
planters are done, she said, but it’s 
a busy weekend for her to be order-
ing flowers, separating them into 
groups and making sure people pick 
them up or deliver them.

In other business, the alliance 
members:

• Heard that the banners for spring 
are in and now just need a pocket 
sewn in them to be hung downtown. 
Anyone who wants to make dona-
tions to the banner fund can take a 
check made out to the alliance to the 
Chamber office, noting on it what 
it’s for. The banners only last two to 
three years, said Mr. Vollertsen, but 
look nice hung around town.

• Heard that the Economic Devel-
opment board had held a strategic 
planning meeting. Ms. Grafel said 
the state requires the group to have 
one every three years. The informa-
tion from the meeting will be used at 
the Decatur Tomorrow community 
conversation on Monday, March 23, 
at the high school.

• Decided to hold a fish fry from 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Good Friday, 
April 10, in the drive-thru of the 
Business Entrepreneurial Enhance-
ment Center. 

• Talked about gathering dona-
tions for a gift basket for the college 
basketball championship contest 
coming up.

• Mentioned that Santa Bucks 
expire at the end of March. People 
who haven’t spent their bucks, a 
kind of scrip issued for Christmas 
promotions, need to do so soon.


