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Name: Baron Green 
Parent: Gail Cathcart 

and Dave Green
Grade: 7
Age: 13
We ’ v e  n o m i n a t e d 

this student because: 
He comes to class every 
day with a lot of energy 
and a desire to enter into 
class discussion. He really 
seems to enjoy school and 

student of the week
wants to participate. Bar-
on participates in many 
Junior High sports and 
activities.

Student Comment: I ap-
preciate being chosen for 
the student of the week. 
Thank you.

Activities involved in 
at school: I am involved in 
football, basketball, track 
and band.

My choice of movies, 
books, and games: I like 
action movies. I like med-
ieval books and trivia 
games.

After I leave Decatur 
Community  High School 
I intend to …: Possibly go 
to WyoTech Race school.

And 10 years from now, 
I think I’ll be …: I would 
hopefully like to open a 
hot rod shop.

Favorite Quote: “Work 
hard and you can accom-
plish anything.”

Dave’s 
Truck & Auto

RR2, Box 102A  — Herndon — 785-322-5588

Alumni
will need
own box

City to continue work on water plant
The Oberlin City Council plans 

to continue discussion on a water 
treatment plant at its meeting at 7 
p.m. Thursday at The Gateway.

At recent meetings, the council 
has talked about the idea of a reverse 
osmosis plant and to  possibly pull 
water from the Dakota Aquifer in-
stead of the Ogallala Aquifer.

Administrator Austin Gilley said 

the council will also continue dis-
cussions about replacing the roof at 
The Gateway as well as work on the 
heating and air conditioning there.

He said someone with the Ober-
lin-Decatur County Economic 
Development Corp. will be at the 
meeting requesting support for the 
new Golden Age Center and pos-
sibly asking for an electric allow-

ance. In the past, the city has given 
Sunflower Cinema $100 a month 
free electricity.

Mr. Gilley said he also has some 
information about a customer ser-
vice satisfaction survey.

The meeting is open to the pub-
lic.

Checking out the merchandiseCounty OKs use
of paper folder

County
roundup

At the meeting last Tues-
day, the Decatur County 
commissioners:

• Talked with a local Ma-
son about a cornerstone 
ceremony for the new se-
nior center, bowling alley 
and movie theater. Story 
to come.

• Gave the OK for officials 
from the City of Oberlin 
to use the county’s paper 
folder at the courthouse. 
Story at left.

• Asked the weed-control 
director to get some prices 
for a fork lift or other ma-
chinery for the recycling de-
partment. Story to come.

The Decatur County commis-
sioners gave the OK for officials 
from the City of Oberlin to use the 
county’s paper folder at the court-
house.

Clerk Colleen Geihsler said she 
received a phone call from someone 
with the city who asked about the 
paper folder. They said they would 
have someone come in and learn 
how to use it and then be responsible 
for folding the city’s items.

Commissioner Ralph Unger said 
he thought that was OK as long as 
the person is trained to run it. He said 
he didn’t think the county should 
charge them anything, with the idea 
that if there ever has to be mainte-
nance on the machine, possibly the 
city will help then.

Ms. Geihsler said an employee 
asked her about the county caf-
eteria plan for employee benefits. 
She said it’s her understanding that 
employees can’t put money in the 
plan unless they have worked for 
the county for a year. She said she 
called Corporate Plan Management 
and they said that an employee can 
join on the first of the month after 
hiring, but she will need to keep 
track of the anniversary date.

It’s the employee’s money and 
if they want to put it in a cafeteria 
plan it’s up to them, said Mr. Unger. 
The county match though, he said, 
won’t kick in until Jan. 1, unless the 
employee is an elected official, then 
it starts when they are sworn in.

The commissioners approved al-
lowing employees to join the plan 
as soon as possible.

Commissioner Gene Gallentine 
said he got a call from Marjorie 
Hartzog from Jennings who asked 
about a county-wide American Red 
Cross drive.

Mr. Unger said he wasn’t aware 
of one in the past.

Mr. Gallentine said she asked if 
the county would be in support of 
the project. He said he suggested 
that she get some information and 
get on the commissioner agenda.
They talked with Sheriff Ken Bad-
sky about holding prisoners on 
parole for the state. In the past the 
county received $20 a day from 
the state to hold the prisoners. The 
Department of Corrections rate is 
$67.15 a day. The commissioners 
suggested getting the paperwork to 
Mr. Hirsch for him to check.

In other business, the commis-

sioners:
• Commissioner Stan McEvoy 

said the county had a check for Brian 
Hileman for some work done at the 
ambulance barn. He asked if they 
should hold it against a business 
micro-loan that he owes. County 
Attorney Steve Hirsch asked them 
to make him a copy of the check and 
he will check to make sure there is 
no bankruptcy.

• Received a request from Fire 
Chief Bill Cathcart to join the coun-
ty health insurance program. The 
county doesn’t offer insurance to 
part-time employees, even though 
Mr. Cathcart has offered to pay for 
the insurance out of his check.

• Heard the paper copies for the 
asbestos testing for the former 
Golden Age center are in the mail. 
They will have to be mailed to the 
Kansas Department of Health and 
Environment.

• Agreed to mail a check for 
$22,600 to R&S Digital for the work 
the company did with the Enhanced 
911 addressing system.

• Held a 10 minute closed session 
for non-elected personnel with the 
commissioners, clerk and noxious 
weed director. There was no action 
taken.

• Held a 20 minute closed session 
for non-elected personnel with the 
commissioners. There was no ac-
tion taken.

Weather class to start
With storm season quickly ap-

proaching, anyone who wants to 
learn about tornadoes, severe storms 
and the warning signs for dangerous 
weather can attend a training class 
next Wednesday.

The weather spotter training 
class, organized by the National 
Weather Service, will start at 6:30 

p.m. next Wednesday at The Gate-
way. Anyone interested is welcome 
to attend the free class.

Jacque Boultinghouse, county 
emergency preparedness director, 
says Kansas reported 187 tornadoes 
last year. Sheridan, Gove and Trego 
counties had 12 tornadoes each, the 
most any county had last year. 

The Oberlin School Board will 
not allow the alumni association to 
use the district mailing address.

Pete Zander, president of the 
Decatur Community High School 
Alumni Association, had asked if 
the group could use the district’s 
address instead of a post office 
box, then the group’s secretary or 
treasurer could get the checks and 
reservations from the mail at the 
district office.

Mr. Zander said he understood 
that the board might have some con-
cerns about having outside money 
in the office. The idea, he said, is 
that the school district personnel 
would drop the alumni mail into a 
box and association officers could 
come process it.

Mr. Zander added that it would 
be kind of a checks and balance 
thing.

School Board President Dewayne 
Jackson asked how there would be 
any accountability if someone just 
comes in and picks up the mail.

The alumni secretary would come 
in and make a reservation list, said 
Mr. Zander, and then the treasurer 
would come and get the checks.

Mr. Jackson noted that the dis-
trict office is getting calls about the 
alumni banquet already.

The post office box rent wasn’t 
paid for at the beginning of the year 
so some of the reservations were 
sent back, said Mr. Zander.

Member Chris Bailey said he was 
concerned about the extra work for 
the district secretaries.

“The district phone number won’t 
be used,” said Mr. Zander. “It will 
just be the address.

Although he said he can see the 
advantages, Mr. Jackson said he 
didn’t think it was a good idea. Mrs. 
Olson agreed, adding that she wants 
to work with the alumni association, 
but doesn’t want more work for the 
staff or checks sitting in the office.

Member Jerry Chambers agreed, 
adding that the post office is proba-
bly the safest place for the checks.

WORKING AT THE FFA GARAGE SALE on Saturday, John Meitl (left) checked 
out a Dora the Explorer children’s book while Ryan McEvoy tried to figure out how to 
use a bread machine.                    — Herald staff photo by Cynthia Haynes
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