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Prairie Petals
Toll Free Number 1-866-901-3241

Spring Bouquets
Cash & Carry

$499 up
Perfect for Easter or

to help with Spring Fever

Thank You to the 
people who voted for me!

Dan Wasson

State tells city its water
could cost $5,000 per day

Man gets probation for arson

Gateway roof bid gets OK

Museum plans rummage sale

By KIMBERLY DAVIS
k.davis@nwkansas.com

The City of Oberlin received a 
consent order, without any dead-
lines, from the state, proposing fines 
of $5,000 a day if the city doesn’t do 
something to remove arsenic and 
uranium from its drinking water in 
the near future.

The order from the Department 
of Health and Environment doesn’t 
have a completion date, but says 
that the city’s public water source 
needs to meet federal standards for 
uranium and arsenic. Since early 
2007, the city has had to send notices 
out to water users about the arsenic 
and uranium being higher than the 
U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency allows.

It’s been costing the city $5,160 
a year to send out violation notices, 
said Administrator Austin Gilley.

The administrator added that the 
more he looks into the idea of drill-
ing into the Dakota Aquifer, a deep 
reservoir of salt water, it gets riskier 
and riskier. 

Exploration into the Dakota 
would cost an estimated $40,000. 
It’s risky and the city could never 
get any money to pay for it.

In recent meetings, the coun-
cil has talked about getting some 
money from a settlement between 
Kansas and Nebraska over the Re-
publican River to explore and drill 
into the Dakota Aquifer.

The council has some options, 
said Mr. Gilley. The city could 
contest the regulations, move for-
ward with the plan for a water 
treatment plant using ion exchange 

or move forward with exploring 
the Dakota.

He recommended abandoning 
the Dakota idea, then working 
on the consent order and moving 
forward with the water treatment 
plant plan.

If there was already good water 
quality here, said Mr. Gilley, he 
would be all for contesting the 
regulations. 

The plant comes with a $4.4 mil-
lion price tag, he said, but the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture has of-
fered a Rural Development loan for 
40 years at a 2.75 percent interest. 

Oberlin has already tried to fight 
the regulations, said Councilman 
Jay Anderson, with communities 
in Nebraska. It went all the way up 
and the communities lost.

Councilwoman Rhonda May 
asked if the city could clean up the 
effluent out of the waste water plant 
and reuse that water.

Some cities that are doing that, 
said Chris Miller, with Miller and 
Associates, the city’s engineering 
firm, but the idea doesn’t get a great 
public response. If the water was 
being used to water the cemeteries 
or yards, that would be different, he 
said, but when it’s going back into 
the drinking water, people don’t 
like it. 

Keep in mind, Mr. Miller said, 
that in the price tag for a treatment 
plant, there’s $1 million in distribu-
tion improvements that are needed 
to put the plant into use.

What’s it going to change if the 
city does nothing? asked Mr. An-
derson. It could cost $5,000 a day 

in fines at some point, said Council-
man Rob McFee.

If the city gets a consent order 
from the federal agency, they won’t 
negotiate on the deadline, said Mr. 
Miller. That could mean a short 
turnaround for the plant to be done 
and the city might have to pay a 
premium for construction.

There was some talk about doing 
a coagulation plant and putting in a 
reverse osmosis system later to take 
out minerals that make the water 
taste bad.

That could be done, said Mr. 
Miller. The plan would include 
putting in a bigger building so the 
reverse osmosis can be added. With 
coagulation, water waste is 2 to 5 
percent, he said, but with reverse 
osmosis it’s more like 20 to 25 
percent. The city would also have 
to have a way to dispose of the solid 
waste from reverse osmosis.

The federal agency’s goal is zero 
contaminants, said Mrs. Lohoe-
fener, so the city has to be ready to 
make changes in the future as the 
amount that’s allowed for uranium 
and arsenic keeps going down.

Ms. May said she’s not ready to 
give up on the Dakota Aquifer. Mr. 
Gilley is right that it’s risky and 
the city could have to spend more 
than $40,000 and may come up 
with nothing. It might be worth it, 
though, she said.

Mr. Anderson suggested that Dan 
Nedland, Ms. May’s husband, who 
is a retired petroleum geologist,  
look at information about wells on 
the oil fields for more information 
about the Dakota Aquifer.

An Oberlin man convicted of ar-
son in February will serve two years 
on probation, which means he might 
never serve any jail time.

Kenneth Morgan was found 
guilty of arson in a fire at Centennial 
Bowl and the Red Crown Lounge 
discovered in the early morning 
of May 30, 2005. Mr. Morgan was 
part owner of the establishment. The 

insurance carrier, a unit of Lloyds of 
London, refused to pay saying he 
had either set it or had it done.

Late last month, Mr. Morgan 
received a one-year prison sentence 
in the case, but was granted the two-
year probation, which means he 
could not serve any time in prison 
unless he violates his probation.

Judge Bill Elliott also fined him 

$10,000 and assessed more than 
$2,200 in fees, including $172 in 
court costs, $100 for a DNA database 
entry, a $362 witness fee, a $400 
Kansas Bureau of Investigation lab 
fee, a $50 probation fee, $100 to ap-
ply for a court-appointed attorney, 
up to $950 in attorney fees, $45 for 
booking, $34 to the sheriff’s office 
and $25 for drug testing.

With the weather warming up, 
it’s time for a little spring cleaning, 
which may mean finding things that 
haven’t been used in a while.

The Last Indian Raid Museum 
wants those unused or “gently used” 
items to sell during its upcoming 

rummage sale.
 Anyone can donate items from 

10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Monday through 
Saturday, up to Friday, April 17, at 
258 S. Penn Ave.

Board members ask that no large 
appliances or exercise equipment 

be brought in.
The sale is scheduled for Saturday 

and Sunday, April 18 and 19, in the 
old Bohemian Hall.

Money raised will go to the mu-
seum. The sale is being sponsored 
by KFNF Radio.

Showing off new phones

Council looks at circle drive
The Oberlin City Council 

asked the city administrator 
Thursday to find out more about 
a bid to put a circle drive in front 
of The Gateway for $35,451.

Administrator Austin Gilley 
said he received the bid for a 
circle drive at the front door of 
the building from W Design As-
sociates out of McCook. The bid 
also includes a drive for $32,244 
on the west side that would go 
up the hill near the building so 
people could be dropped off at 
that door.

Dirt work would be needed, 
said Mr. Gilley, so the circle drive 
would change the appearance of 
the front of the building.

The city could do both of these 
projects with money from the 
Bremer Estate, he said.

The circle drive would be a 
one-lane roadway with six inch 
thick concrete. Mr. Gilley said 
the grading and everything is 
included in the price.

Mayor Joe Stanley suggested 
putting handicap parking in the 
middle of the circle. 

From the drawing, said Coun-
cilman Rob McFee, the pedes-
trian access to the building would 
be gone. He said he wouldn’t 
want to walk where people are 
driving.

It isn’t any good to fix The 
Gateway up and then not have it 
be accessible, responded Coun-
cilman Jay Anderson.

The council asked Mr. Gilley 
to get more information on the 
project and to find out about the 
sidewalk and handicap parking.

The Oberlin City Council ap-
proved a $119,485 bid from Murray 
Roofing and Construction of Colby 
to replace the roof on The Gateway 
at its meeting Thursday, but put off 
a decision on replacing heating and 
cooling equipment.

The council received bids from 
three companies at the meeting on 
Thursday, March 19. The mem-
bers revisited the bids at the meet-
ing Thursday, approving the one 
from the Colby company. The city 
also received a $100,010 bid from 
Washington Roofing and Weather-
proofing out of Great Bend and two 
for $544,237 and $731,576 from 
Roofmasters Roofing and Sheet 
Metal Co. out of Hays.

The city received $1,134,000 
from the Fred and Henrietta Bremer 
estate, said Administrator Aus-
tin Gilley. So far the city’s made 
$2,946 in interest on that money at 
6 percent.

The roof is the most pressing need 
at The Gateway, said Mr. Gilley. The 
bid from Roofmaster includes a lot 
of structural changes. The council 
can ask for new bids, pick one of the 
bids it has, or let the roof continue 
to deteriorate.

The council has talked about solar 
panels on The Gateway, he said. 
There would be up-front costs, but 
it would take care of at least some of 
the electric costs on the building.

The bids the city has for heating, 
ventilating and air conditioning, 
said Mr. Gilley, didn’t include duct 
work, so he’s getting some more 
numbers.

He suggested replacing the units 
on the roof that have any kind of 
problem with heating or air, but not 
until new bids are provided.

Councilman Rob McFee said he 
thought Murray had the best bid 
for what he is willing to spend on 
a roof.

Councilwoman Rhonda May 
asked how much of the stuff in 
the Roofmasters bid really needs 
to be done. Maybe the city should 
still do a few of those construction 
items, said Councilwoman Marcia 
Lohoefener.

Foreman Dan Castle recom-
mended replacing the duct work on 
the roof for heating and air because 
it’s deteriorating. Ms. May agreed 
that if the duct work is rotten, it 
needs to be replaced.

Although Ms. May made a mo-
tion to replace the heating and air 
units that aren’t working, she later 
rescinded it.

Mr. Gilley said he will get bids 
from Glassman Corp. out of Hays 
and Trenton Electric Co. out of 
Nebraska.

Court gets
stalking
petition

A Norcatur woman has filed a 
petition for protection from stalking 
against the city’s mayor.

Michelle Armbrister, next-door 
neighbor, filed for the order for 
herself and her children in Decatur 
County District Court. The order 
states that she fears for the safety of 
herself, her family and their pets. 

The order against Mayor Mike 
Helm basically says that he can’t 
follow, harass, telephone or com-
municate with the victim. Any vio-
lation could constitute stalking.

The defendant isn’t allowed 
to enter the victim’s residence or 
the immediate vicinity, the order 
says, with a violation constituting 
criminal trespass. The order, signed 
by  District Magistrate Judge John 
Bremer, was filed March 23.

A hearing on the order was set 
for 4 p.m. Friday in Judge Bremer’s 
chambers.

SHOWING OFF THE LATEST in cellular telephones from Nex-Tech, Vickie Sowers 
manned the Ultimate Fertilizer booth at the Oberlin Farm and Home Show at The Gateway 
on Saturday.                    — Herald staff photo by Cynthia Haynes
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