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• Land Owners - Zero Down. No land okay.
• Limited Credit is OK! We Own the Bank!!!

Easy  Financing!!!
  Manufactured Homes

Call to Pre-Qualify
1-800-375-3115

Zero
Down!

Big Screen TV 
with purchase.

Financing available for land, 
home, foundation & utilities.

Go Painlessly

Tom W.
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Buy THERA-GESIC®
Compare and Save!

Mary Ann W.

FARM GROUND FOR SALE
Nice quarter of farm ground located on the 
Nebraska border in Decatur County, Kan-
sas, Beaver Township, NW/4, S6,T1,R29.

R.J. Metcalf Real Estate
785-475-2111

Herb Shirley, Listing Agent
Carolyn Burtis, Broker
Oberlin, Kansas 67749

Rawlins
County 
Health 
Center

707 Grant
Atwood, KS  

67730
(785) 626-3211

Bringing
Specialized 
Healthcare

To Your
Community

September
2009

RawlinS
CounTY 
HealTH 
CenTeR 
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TO SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT 
WITH A vISITING PHySICIAN, 

PLEASE CALL
(785)626-3211

Cheryl Banister, RN
Specialty Clinic Director
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Dr. Frankum
Surgery

Dr. Saba
Orthopedics

Dr. Curtis
Cardiology

Dr. Rubinowitz, Oncology 
will be at the

Rawlins County Health 
Center 

on October 5, 2009
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Dr. Miller
Cardiology

Dr. Reeves
Podiatry

Dr. Reeves
Podiatry
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Dr. Curtis
Cardiology
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Cardiac Rehab

MRI’s
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Cardiac Rehab

Gary L. Fredrickson, D.M.D.
106 S. Rodehaver

Oberlin, Kansas 67749
after hours emergencies 

(785) 475-3135
fax (785) 475-3814

We ALwAyS Welcome NeW PatieNts 
to our DeNtal Practice!

The office of Dr. Gary Fredrickson was established in Oberlin in 1982. 
we offer the services of Robyn Rouse who has been a dental hygienist for 18 
years. we also provide for visits from an orthodonist, Dr. John Haugen in our 
office.

Our office hours are Monday through Thursday, 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. we 
are open during the lunch hour to offer more convenient scheduling for you. we 
enjoy children in our practice and recommend their first visit at the age of three.

we gladly process all dental insurance for you and we are a contracting 
dentist with Blue Cross and Blue Shield and Delta Dental Insurance. we offer 
several options for financing dental care and accept Master Card, Visa and 
Discover cards.

Please call us to schedule a visit 
for a checkup or if you 

need emergency dental care 
Please call: (785) 475-3813

Signers fi le airport petition
after information meeting

Letters to the Editor
To the Editor:

I am sad to report that we have 
been pushed into fi ling the airport 
petition papers Friday morning, 
so we are asking the city elected 
officials to weigh their decision 
carefully. 

Two hundred names were col-
lected for the petitions — those 
interested in letting the people show 
their desire — and the names were 
gathered in not more than fi ve days 
of leg work. 

Thursday night was an informa-
tional meeting prepared by the city 
administrator and by 8:15 p.m., 
the petition carriers were humbled 
that maybe the petitions were not 
necessary and we could just let the 
governing body proceed. 

But then the meeting turned 
ugly. 

The crowd had been encouraged 

to keep it friendly, and information 
— both good and bad — about the 
airport project had been presented. 
But heckling began and took over 
the meeting, pushing Austin Gilley 
right out of his presentation. This 
was very convincing — just like 
the Gateway Building process and 
many we talked to feel even the 
new construction on Main Street 
of Oberlin. 

A few people in charge appear to 
not really want to listen to what the 
public has to say but truly believe 
that money is no object. 

Questions were presented from 
the audience but they were not al-

lowed to state their views, as the 
presenter said the meeting was not 
called for a debate but to give out 
information to the public as to how 
the airport had been planned up to 
this point. 

Even the petitioners were not 
allowed a time to discuss the peti-
tion and no one contacted them as 
to why the petitions were being 
circulated.

The bottom line for taxpayers 
seems to be the city needs to raise 
over $800,000 by 2012 and that 
would be for a 5,500-foot airport 
runway at that time. The city would 
be responsible for operations and 

maintenance to keep it open and 
operational by FAA standards for a 
grant promise of at least 20 years. 

This was information for the 
public, but there were very few av-
erage taxpayers in attendance. We 
understand phone calls were made 
to ask that people stay home and let 
those “in charge” handle it. And we 
say we live in a democracy! 

Mr. Haynes — thank you for lis-
tening and please keep us informed 
of the process as it goes on from here 
for the city airport. 

Marilyn Horn, a city taxpayer
Oberlin

Young man wants airport
so he can work, live in Oberlin
To the Editor:

This is a letter in regards to the 
petition that was started by Steve 
and Marilyn Horn and Howard and 
Joanne Lahman.

I could not be more frustrated 
or angry about the pessimism and 
desire of certain people to prevent 
future opportunities and growth 
of Oberlin. Oberlin needs jobs to 
grow. I would give anything to be 
able to use my college education 
at a job in the town I spent almost 
my entire life in and have grown 
to love and care about deeply. I 
cannot stand aside anymore and let 
the pessimistic voices be the only 
ones heard. 

I applaud the letter from Bob 
Fraker. It points out just one of the 
reasons why Oberlin needs a big-
ger and better airport. Oberlin is 
an aging community, and a longer 
runway for medical purposes could 
save countless lives throughout the 
years. Aside from this, however, 
there are more reasons. 

A longer runway would bring 
opportunities for bigger businesses 
that need airports to ship their sup-
plies and cargo across the country. 
Maybe even an entrepreneur from 
Oberlin could start an international 
business made possible by a bigger 
airport. As far-fetched as it seems 
now, there is potential someday for 
regular weekly or daily fl ights into 
and out of Oberlin. The possibili-
ties are endless for Oberlin if only 
we give people, and the airport a 
chance. 

Building a bigger airport would 
show that our community wants 
positive change. We do not want 
to be like every other community 
in western Kansas that is shrink-
ing. We want to bring in younger 

families to fi ll our fantastic school 
system so that we know Oberlin 
has a future. 

As seen recently with the new, 
and much-needed, community cen-
ter, there are people in Oberlin who 
are optimistic about the town’s fu-
ture. Greg Lohoefener took the lead 
on the project to raise the money to 
build a fi ne community center. 

The Gateway is another prime 
example of optimism in our commu-
nity. No other community around 
Oberlin has a place like the Gate-
way. It’s a great location for auc-
tions, wedding receptions, meet-
ings, theater, the high school prom, 
the arts and crafts show, art shows, 
or almost any event you may need 
catered. 

I can only hope and pray that 
Oberlin has more optimistic people 
like Mr. Lohoefener and those who 
donated the money to build the rec-
reation center and The Gateway. 

Oberlin is unique. I hear it all the 
time when I’m asked where I’m 
from and that person has been to 
Oberlin. They remember how cour-
teous the people are. They remem-
ber how people wave to each other 
even when they are strangers.   

They remember the beautiful 
scenery and the brick streets leading 
to a beautiful and unique downtown 
with unique stores and a one-of-a-
kind bed and breakfast and museum. 
Our school system is one of the best 
in the state, with some of the most 
infl uential people in many of our 
lives teaching there. 

This is why I cannot understand 
how or why there is any pessimism 
in Oberlin. It is the same pessimism 
that prevented our schools from get-
ting a much-needed upgrade several 
years ago when the bond issue was 

voted down. Our schools are old 
and near disrepair. Fortunately we 
have leaders at the schools who 
understand the importance of the 
buildings and have made great im-
provements with the little money 
they are allotted from the state. 

I wonder how this pessimism 
could prevent the airport from being 
built. If the government is willing 
to pay for 95 percent of the project, 
why would people of any commu-
nity in their right mind say no? 

If the money is coming from the 
Federal Aviation Administration, 
then it will go to some airport, 
whether it is Oberlin’s or Kansas 
City’s. It would be absurd to turn 
that down. On top of that, it is my 
understanding that we’re in line for 
$500,000 of stimulus money, leav-
ing only 2 percent of the original 
cost to the city. 

Unfortunately, not only do a few 
people not want it to happen, they 
also don’t want the government to 
help pay for anything except for 
repairs on the airport for the next 
10 years! How can this make sense 
to anyone? How could they get 
enough signatures on the petition? 
Why are there so many people who 
do not seem to care about Oberlin’s 
future? 

There is a future in Oberlin, but 
only if we the people set up oppor-
tunities for our future to continue. 
Many people have taken the initia-
tive on this project over the last 
couple of years to get contacts with 
state and federal offi cials and secure 
government loans and fi nancing. 

State offi cials have shown great 
interest in our community and have 
commended our town for pushing so 
hard to get this project under way. 
There is no reason why we should 

Reader feels meeting negative

Medical fl ights face problems

To the Editor:
This letter is in regards to the 

community informational meeting 
concerning the proposed airport 
expansion, held at the Gateway and 
presented by City Administrator 
Austin Gilley last week. 

I attended for two reasons: to see 
what the update was on the proposed 
project and to understand those who 
had opted to pass a petition against 
the project. 

The whole tone of the meeting 
was, in my opinion, very negative. 
I do not fault those who are opposed, 
as I have been on that side of the 
fence before. What I do take issue 
with is the total arrogance, disdain 
and lack of respect for genuine 

questions posed by the citizens, 
and how they were answered, or not 
answered, by the city administrator. 
For those not present, two people 
who had worked on this project for 
some time were in the audience. 
Neither of them was allowed to 
answer questions, as dictated by 
Mr. Gilley. 

True leadership at public meet-
ings and forums allows for all per-
tinent information to be presented. 
It was only after Mr. Gilley exited 
the building, along with half of the 
crowd, that Greg Lohoefener was 
able to answer other questions from 
citizens. 

To the petitioners, I would say, 
I respect your rights. In looking 

back, I have some personal regrets 
because I did not embrace oppor-
tunities and potential change that 
might have come to Oberlin. 

It is important to me not to just 
take from a community, but to give 
back, to help make sure the town is 
here for generations to come, even 
stronger and better than it is today. 
This community is unique because 
it has been blessed with many 
forward-thinking citizens who were 
able to see past the next day or week. 
Hopefully, we can come together 
and do the same. 

From someone who wants to 
grow old in a progressive town,

Shayla Williby
Oberlin

To the Editor:
I would like to comment on the 

letter  Bob Fraker wrote in last 
week’s paper. Mr. Fraker is right 
about the air ambulance planes not 
being able to land at our airport.

There have been several times we 
have had to pick up a patient at the 
hospital who needed to be fl own out, 
and taken them either to McCook or 
Atwood because they are unable to 
land here due to the runway.

When we take a patient like this 
to another airport, we have to let 
the fl ight crew come into the back 
of the ambulance, which does not 
have much room. They then have 
to hook up all there equipment onto 
the patient and then we have to move 
the patient off our cot onto their cot, 
which is lying on our small bench, 
and then move them again back to 

our cot so we can move them out to 
the airplane.

When it is possible for a plane 
to land here, we pick up the fl ight 
crew at the airport and take them to 
the hospital with their equipment. 
The fl ight crew can then apply their 
equipment, plus be able to talk to the 
doctor and nurses about the patient’s 
condition. 

If the patient needs other medica-
tions, they have access to it there. 
The extra room to work is a big plus. 
After they have the patient ready, we 
have the fl ight’s cot on top of ours 
and all we have to do is move the 
patient over onto the cot and secure 
them and go to the airport.

If one of my family members 
needed a fl ight, I would much rather 
they be transported from our hospi-
tal to our airport, not 30 miles away. 

Look at the time you are losing when 
this patient needs to get to a higher 
level of care. Time is very important 
when a person’s life is on the line.

There are some times a helicopter 
cannot come because they are out 
on other calls or the weather is bad. 
When this happens, we have to have 
a plane come in.

I just feel for the patient who has 
to be moved around and be taken 
care of in this manner because a 
few people don’t want the airport 
improvements. It could make a lot 
of difference in the care of a very 
sick or injured person.

Thanks for listening to my side 
of this issue.

Linda Manning, Oberlin
director, Decatur County

Emergency Medical Service

turn down this tremendous, once-
in-a-lifetime opportunity. 

The future of Oberlin depends 
on the optimism and hope of the 
citizens. Oberlin is not a good place 
for pessimists to live. 

It’s up to everyone in Oberlin to 
decide; do we want a future for this 
town? The fate of this town could 
very well depend on building this 
airport. If it is not built, I can guar-
antee the fate of Oberlin will not 
be good. 

I know there are only a few pes-
simists in our town who are against 
the airport. Unfortunately, these 
pessimists are the most outspoken. 
That is why I hope that if this issue is 
voted on, that the optimism Oberlin 
is known for will show and quell the 
pessimism that can only destroy a 
community.

Jace Robinson
Lawrence

Girls beat St. Francis
The Oberlin eighth-grade vol-

leyball girls beat St. Francis in 
two games while the seventh 
graders lost to the young Indians 
in three on Thursday, Sept. 3, in 
St. Francis.

The eighth-grade team won 
25-8, 30-28 in its fi rst match of 
the year.

“We had a great serving night, 
serving 80 percent,” said Coach 
Gina Witt. “We had a little trouble 
with transition. Overall, I think 
the team did a good job.”

The Decatur Community 
Junior High seventh graders 
weren’t so lucky. 

The girls won the fi rst game 
25-20 but dropped the second on 
25-14 and the third 15-9.

“The seventh-grade team did 
pretty well for their fi rst game,” 
said Coach Lindsay Fortin. “I saw 
a lot of potential and improve-
ment, even throughout the game. 
The first-game nervousness is 
over, and we are preparing for 
next week.”

Sports


