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Voice of Decatur Community High School

By the DCHS Dictator Staff

School Menus

SOPHOMORE TRACY HOPPAL decorates a sugar skull. 
Carol Brown’s Spanish classes learned about the Day of the 
Dead festivities celebrated in Mexico.              — Dictator Photo

Classes celebrate 
El Dia de Los Muertos

By CAROL BROWN
While in the United States we just 

celebrated Halloween, in Mexico 
they are celebrating El Dia de Los 
Muertos or the Day of the Dead. 
Although they are similar, they are 
also very different. 

For us Halloween is a day of 
dressing up as different characters 
and collecting tons of candy. As for 
them, it’s a day of preparation for a 
day of great importance. The Day of 
the Dead is a holiday celebrated in 
Mexico. It is a tribute to those who 
have died. El Dia de Los Santos or 
The Day of the Saints is Nov. 1. 
This day is set aside to celebrate the 
children who have died.

The actual Day of the Dead oc-
curs on Nov. 2.  Oct. 31 is the day of 
preparation. On this particular day, 
they go to the market and purchase 
flowers, candles, and other mate-
rials needed for the celebration. 
They decorate altars in their homes 
with flowers, especially marigolds, 
candles, papel picado, favorite 
foods, and toys. 

They also decorate altars with 
a picture of the deceased and use 
incense to lift their prayers. The cel-
ebration takes place at their homes 

Blood drive is Nov. 11
Sign up to donate now

By ASHLI SAMSON
It takes only an hour to donate 

blood, but that hour can make the 
difference between life and death 
for at least three other people.

The Fourth Annual Decatur Com-
munity High School Blood Drive is 
Wednesday, Nov. 11. Anyone who 
is 17-years old (or 16 with parental 
consent), weighs 110 pounds and is 
in good health can donate blood.

Why give blood? Because every 
two seconds someone in our country 
needs blood, but only five percent of 
the eligible U.S. population donates 
blood.  

Blood is needed for emergencies 
and for people who have cancer, 

blood disorders, anemia and other 
illnesses. Some people need regu-
lar blood transfusions to live. For 
nearly five million people who need 
blood transfusions every year, your 
donation can make the difference 
between life and death.

Student Council, National Honor 
Society and the FFA are sponsoring 
the DCHS Blood Drive and encour-
age everyone eligible to donate 
blood. Students and staff can sign 
up in the office. Community mem-
bers can visit www.givelife.org or 
call (800) GIVE-LIFE ((800) 448-
3543). Walk-ins are also welcome.

The blood drive is from 9 a.m. - 3 
p.m.

November 9 - 13
OBERLIN SCHOOLS

Monday: Breakfast: Breakfast 
pizza. Lunch: Chicken Fajita, pine-
apple chunks. Tuesday: Breakfast: 
Ham combo, muffin. Lunch: chick-
en fried steak, mashed potatoes with 
gravy. Wednesday: Breakfast: pan-
cake, sausage pattie. Lunch: Corn 
dog, macaroni and cheese. Thurs-
day: Breakfast: Apple or cherry 
turnover. Lunch: Spaghetti with 
meat sauce, green beans. Friday: 
Breakfast: Breakfast bites. Lunch: 
Beefy nachos, roundabouts.

 just $99
Price based on prepayment for six months. 

 Normal monthly rate is $24.95.
For more information call or stop by

 The Oberlin Herald, 170 S. Penn Ave., Oberlin, KS 67749
785-475-2206

nwkansas.com

 We have a deal for you!

  nwkansas.com
For a limited time, Oberlin 

 customers can receive 6 full months of
 internet for less than the price of fi ve 

NATIONALGUARD.com
1-800-GO-GUARD

CITIZEN SOLDIER
ADD VALUE TO AMERICA … 

WHILE SECURING YOUR FUTURE.
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Petite Tablet 
 with More Calcium 

& Vitamin D3

Helps fight  
leg cramps

For those 
with milk allergies

Fights 
osteoporosis

Wednesday, November 18, 2009  9 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Thursday, November 19, 2009  9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Red Willow County Fairgrounds in McCook, Nebraska

GREG SHAW helps his uncle, Milo Lippelmann.   
— Photo by Melissa Lippelmann

Student works hard 
at grandparents’ farm

By ADRIENNE PAULS
After school some students go 

to practice, work, or go home and 
do homework. Sophomore Greg 
Shaw helps out at his grandparents’ 
farm about fifteen miles southwest 
of town. 

Greg is the grandson of Dan and 
Vickie Lippelmann.

He works at the farm every day 
during the summer from about 7 
a.m. to 7 p.m. During the school 
year, Greg usually goes out to the 
farm two or three days a week after 
school. He works with his grandpa 
and uncles Milo and Wheat Lip-
pelmann.

Since Greg works on a farm, there 
are always a lot of chores to do. 
Some thing seems to break down 

about every day, and one of his jobs 
is to help fix things. He also shears 
sheep, swathes and bales hay, and 
does other farm work. 

Greg says he helps his grandpar-
ents and uncles on the farm not just 
for the money, but also to know 
that he gets the job done. Greg also 
said that he just likes to help out his 
grandparents. When asked why he 
does it, Greg said, “Because I get 
to see my time and effort grow into 
something I can profit out of.” 

When asked if he likes to work out 
on the farm, Greg said, “I like it, but 
sometimes there can be some cold 
and nasty weather.” Greg enjoys 
working with the sheep, but said, 
“I don’t name my sheep because I 
don’t want to get attached.”

170 S. Penn • Oberlin, Kan.

785-475-2206

The Stamps
You Can’t Wait

to Get Your Hands On.

• PRE-INKED (NO STAMP

       PAD NEEDED)

• CLEANER, EASIER TO USE

• 50,000 IMPRESSIONS

       BEFORE RE-INKING

• DOZENS OF MODELS

Jennifer Taylor, P.A.-C 

Hours:  9-12 and 1-5 Monday through Friday
(785) 475-2221

902 W. Columbia St., Oberlin, Kansas 67749

Oberlin Medical Arts
is pleased to welcome

Appointments start November 2nd

and the cemetery. They believe 
that death is a passing to another 
existence, and they embrace death 
instead of mourning it. 

The atmosphere is very festive. 
People dress up with costumes to 
emulate the loved ones who have 
passed. Candy skulls, chocolate 
covered grasshoppers, mole (spicy 
chocolate), and bread of the dead 
are all types of food that are eaten 
during this festive time.

In our Spanish classes we deco-
rated skeletons, made candy sugar 
skulls, and created virtual altars on 
the internet. The Spanish club is also 
selling skull pops.

Fruit served with all breakfasts; 
choice bar served with all lunches. 
Milk served with all meals.

Internet
tonight!
475-2206

Sell it in a
classified!
Call Pat
475-2206
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