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Fall harvest is just around the 

corner, although the rain last week 

might have slowed things down a 

little.
At least one Decatur County 

farmer cut some of his dryland corn 

crop prior to the storms. At Hansen 

Mueller grain in Oberlin, General 

Manager Joe Derauf said they 

took in 10,000 to 12,000 bushels 

two weeks ago Sunday before rain 

halted that operation.

Mr. Derauf said the corn was dry 

at 15.5 percent moisture or less and 

had a good test weight, ranging be-

tween 55 to 56 pounds per bushel. 

Industry standard on dryland corn 

is 56 pounds per bushel, he said, 

though earlier corn sometimes is a 

little different.
The grain brought in, said Mr. De-

rauf, was all from the same farmer 

in the county.
Although Hansen Mueller does 

still have wheat in the elevator, he 

said, they are ready to take the fall 

harvest.
The rain, he said, has slowed 

things down, but allowed farmers 

some more time for maintenance 

and to get things cleaned up and 

ready.
In another 10 to 12 days, said 

Mr. Derauf, he anticipates harvest 

will be going good, depending on 

the weather and the location. Some 

farmers are going to drill their wheat  

first, once the fields dry up, then start 

harvesting, he said.

Downtown at the Decatur Co-op, 

General Manager Kurt Anderson, 

said he, too, thought harvest is still 

a couple of weeks away. This year 

is unlike other years, he said, with 

summer’s wheat still in the eleva-

tors. He said they are making room 

for the fall crops, including sunflow-

ers, corn, milo and soybeans.

Although the co-op doesn’t get 

a lot of soybeans at the Oberlin el-

evator, he said, they do in Danbury, 

Norcatur and Lenora, where more 

farmers have planted them. It’s 

the same with sunflowers, except 

that crop is mostly planted around 

Oberlin.
The co-op, said Mr. Anderson, 

will have all its locations open for 

fall harvest with the exception of 

Ludell, which is still full of wheat.

The elevator has seen a sample 

of corn come in, he said, but they 

haven’t received any loads yet.

With corn, said Mr. Anderson, 

they are looking for 15 percent 

moisture or less, while with milo, 

it’s 14 percent moisture or less.

The forecast, according to the Na-

tional Weather Service in Goodland, 

shows a 30 percent chance of rain 

or thunderstorms tonight and a 20 

percent chance on Thursday.

Event
draws

shooters

Mini Sapa Day
scheduled
for Saturday

The Last Indian Raid Museum 

will be open all day Saturday, free 

of charge, for people to tour during 

the annual Mini-Sapa Celebration, 

which marks the 51st anniversary 

of museum’s founding and of the 

Last Indian Raid on Kansas soil in 

Oberlin in fall 1878.

Last year, the museum celebrated 

it’s 50th Anniversary with events 

all day for Mini Sapa. This year, 

the board and director decided to 

hold fewer events and give people 

a chance to tour the museum in-

stead.
The day will start at 8 a.m. with a 

pancake-and-ham breakfast in the 

Old Bohemian Hall. The DCHS 

Singers will perform.

In the morning, a bake sale will 

be held in the land office. The sale 

will start at 8:30 a.m. and end when 

the items are sold.
From 11 a.m. to 1 p.m., the board 

will cook and serve porkburgers and 

brats in the hall.
During that meal, said Direc-

tor Sharleen Wurm, the Decatur 

County Helping Hands will serve 

soda floats. The group helps raise 

money for county residents for out-

of-pocket medical expenses.

That evening, the Oberlin Royal 

Neighbors will have a taco bar for 

supper in the hall. The taco supper 

will be served for a donation and 

then the group will match the money 

for the museum.
John Juenemann will play and 

sing during supper with Myrna 

Jones, who works at the musuem, 

said Ms. Wurm, jazzing things up.

Breakfast and lunch will also 

be served for a donation, with the 

money going to the museum. Those 

will not be matched.

In the past few years, said Mrs. 

Wurm, lots has changed at the mu-

seum, including a new office area, 

genealogy spot and a sitting room. 

Items have been moved into differ-

ent buildings on the grounds and a 

new wood awning is being put over 

the front entrance.
“Mini-Sapa will be a good chance 

for people to come see it all,” she 

said.

Petition back on
council agenda

The Oberlin City Council 

plans to discuss a petition to bar 

spending any money for a new 

runway at the airport when it 

meets at 7 p.m. Thursday in the 

Morgan Theater at The Gate-

way.
The council decided to table 

a decision on the petition at the 

Thursday, Sept. 24, meeting, to 

allow time for a public meeting 

to get all the information about 

the project out to the public. That 

meeting will be held at 7 p.m. 

tonight at The Gateway.

At the meeting Thursday, the 

council will have three options 

on the petition. The council could 

approve it, which would approve 

the wording of an ordinance. The 

city wouldn’t be able to spend 

any city, state or federal money 

on a new runway  for 10 years.

 The council could vote not to 

approve the ordinance, which 

would send the question to a 

public vote. The third option 

would be to do nothing, which 

also would send the ordinance 

to a vote.
City Administrator Austin Gil-

ley said the council will have the 

last mowing contract or agree-

ment for the City Park and the 

north state park to approve. Larry 

Fought is the provider for those 

parks, but the contract hasn’t yet 

been signed.
The city, said Mr. Gilley, re-

ceived a review from the U.S. De-

partment of Agriculture about a 

loan and rates for the waste water 

treatment plant. The department, 

he said, does an annual audit and 

analysis on the project. Basically, 

he said, the report shows that the 

city needs to review and possibly 

raise sewer rates, said Mr. Gilley. 

It shows a tight cash flow and a 

negative revenue in 2008, at least 

according to the department’s 

numbers.
The meeting is open to the 

public.

Airport meeting
set for 7 tonight

Questions
answered

If you want to ask a ques-

tion about Oberlin’s proposed 

airport expansion project, pro-

ponents have an e-mail service 

anyone can send a query to.

The address oberlinair-

port@gmail.com has been set 

up for that purpose. Marcia 

Lohoefener, a councilwoman 

who also serves on the airport 

committee, said an answer will 

be e-mailed back.
The group has also set up 

a page on the Facebook.com 

networking site called Ober-

lin Airport Committee with 

information about the project 

and the cost, she said.

The Decatur Tomorrow steering 

committee will hold an information 

“conversation” tonight about Ober-

lin’s airport expansion project.

The meeting starts at 7 p.m. in 

the high school cafeteria. Gary 

Anderson, with the committee, said 

the group thinks it should be over 

by 8:30 p.m.
The setup for the night, he said, 

includes short point-of-view pre-

sentations from the airport com-

mittee and backers of a petition to 

block spending on a new runway. 

Then they will open the floor for 

questions.
Terry Woodbury, with Public 

Square Communities, who helped 

create Decatur Tomorrow, will 

moderate the questions.

This will not be a debate, said Mr. 

Anderson, but a positive conversa-

tion on the airport, regardless of 

anyone’s point of view. 

The steering committee encour-

ages people to come talk about the 

project.

Line crews leave area;

co-op to finish rebuild
By STEVE HAYNES

s.haynes@nwkansas.com

Contract power-line construction 

crews have pretty much departed 

the area since Norton-based Prairie 

Land Electric Cooperative ended its 

contracts with an Oklahoma firm.

C&H Power Line, based in Dew-

ey, Okla., had dozens of workers in 

Oberlin for most of two years, re-

building lines damaged in ice storms 

three and four years ago. The firm 

bought several houses and a motel, 

the former Oberlin Inn., to house 

crew members. It maintained a yard 

on North U.S. 83, and its trucks were 

a common sight in town.

Allan Miller, general manager 

of Prairie Land, said the coopera-

tive has decided to try finishing up 

it rebuilding process with its own 

construction crews, now that the 

bulk of the work is done.

He said other firms which had 

contracts in Norton and Phillips 

counties also were wrapping up 

their work 
“As you know, we got hit by two 

really hard ice storms,” Mr. Miller 

said, “one in November 2005 and 

one in December 2006.”

He said the damaged lines, about 

560 miles in Decatur County and 

800 miles to the east, are mostly 

rebuilt now. The contract crews, he 

said, focused on the “three-phase” 

lines that serve most customers, 

leaving miles of single-phase lines 

to be done later.
“We wanted to see how much 

we could do ourselves,” Mr. Miller 

said.
He said he thought C&H had as 

many as 80 workers in Oberlin at its 

peak, “especially early on.”

AT SAPPA PARK  on 

Saturday, people from 

Kansas, Nebraska and 

Colorado tried their skills 

during the annual Black 

Powder Shoot. Bob Willis 

(above) of Benkelman, 

Neb., held his gun up after 

he took a shot while Eldon 

Roesener and his wife 

Edwina (right), also of 

Benkelman, loaded their 

guns for another try. 
  — Herald staff photos

         by Kimberly Davis


