Reading to friends

AT OBERLIN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL last
Wednesday, Jack Farr (left) read a story to Kole Breth and grades have been reading buddies throughout the year.
Rowdy Farr. The fourth graders wrote short books for their

fellow students to read out loud to them. Students in the two

— Herald staff photo by Kimberly Davis
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Council gives cash
for celebration

The Oberlin City Council ap-
proved a $1,000 donation towards
a celebration for the city’s 125th
anniversary on the Fourth of July at
ameeting Thursday night.

Kem Bryan requested $500 and
closing Main Street for the celebra-
tion that day. Mrs. Bryan said Faith
Lutheran Church and the Decatur
County Ministerial Association are
planning the events for that day.

Mrs. Bryan said eventideas have
been brainstormed, but nothing
is set.

She said they foresee it starting
at 11 a.m. with achurch service and
ending with fireworks thatevening.
Part of the celebration, she said,
would be held at City Park and then
people would move downtown.

Mrs.Bryan said besides the $500,
she would like to see Penn Avenue
from the highway south to Hall
Street blocked off from 2 to 7 p.m.

The Fourth of July will most
likely be during harvest, she said,
and there will be activities for kids.
Blocking off Main Street is just to
avoid the risk of akid running outin
the middle of the street with loaded
grain trucks coming into town.

There will be ahigh concentration

of children, said Mrs. Bryan.

If the city approved closing off
the street, she added, it would be
advertised so that harvest crews
would know. They could still get to
the Decatur Co-op to dump grain
using Hall.

The council has already approved
upto $2,000 forafree barbecue dur-
ing fair week, said Councilwoman
Rhonda May.

This is a very small amount, said
Mayor Joe Stanley, for them to ask
for the city’s celebration.

If there is anything left, said Mrs.
Bryan,itwould be passed to the next
anniversary event.

Ms. May made a motion to give
$1,000 instead of $500 for the event
on the Fourth of July “to have a
better party.” The money will come
from the Community Development
fund.

Councilman Bill Riedel said his
only concern is how many more
groups are going to ask for money
for events for the 125th Anniver-
sary.

While the council approved the
money, there was no decision about
closing the street.

Bureau talks about tax rebate

The Oberlin Convention and
Visitors Bureau board talked about
the idea of a bed tax rebate for the
new owners of the Oberlin Inn dur-
ing its meeting last Thursday.

Connie Grafel, marketing direc-
tor for the Oberlin-Decatur Coun-
ty Area Economic Development
Corp.,and a bureau board member,
said Mayor Joe Stanley wants some
kind of policy about the bed tax
rebate proposed.

City Administrator Austin Gilley
said City Attorney Steve Hirsch had
told him the city will need a charter
ordinance to authorize the rebate. A
charter ordinance, said Mr. Gilley,
would require an election.

It looks, from what the owners
plan to borrow in revenue bonds,
there’s goingtobe alotof “sweateq-

uity” involved inrenovating the old
motel, which has beenused to house
utility line crews inrecent years. Mr.
Gilley said the new motel owners
aren’t asking for that much money,
so they must be planning on doing
a lot of the work themselves.

A charter ordinance, he said,
would give the council the power to
rebate the bed tax. A policy would
set up how it will work.

The city’s motel feasibility study,
said Mr. Gilley, is finished. It’s a
pretty solid study done by Fletcher
Simmons, he said,adding that there
hasn’t been much time to shop the
study around. There’s a copy in his
office, he said.

The group talked about a plan for
the bathrooms at Sappa Park. The
area has been measured by archi-

tects from W Design Associates,
said Gary Anderson, owner of the
LandMark Inn.

Mr. Anderson said when they
went to clean out the rooms in the
shelter house that have been pro-
posed for bathroom areas, they dis-
covered the one on the parking lot
side is twice as large as thought and
might be able to house both men’s
and women’s bathrooms.

In other business, the bureau
members:

* Heard there was a small turnout
for the kick-off for the 125th An-
niversary events at the beginning
of May.

e Heard that 125th Anniversary
commemorative baseball bats are
for sale for $10 at the Last Indian
Raid Museum and the Chamber.
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and pictures.

306 E. Ash. THIS HOME HAS HAD TENDER, LOVING
CARE THROUGHOUT THE YEARS! Lots of storage, 2 |
bdrs., 1-1/2 baths, Ig. livingroom and kitchen plus dining area
on main floor; lower level has 2 bedrooms., large. familyroom,
bath and storage room.

402 and 404 N.Ingalls. Beautiful duplex builtin 2003, excellent
condition! Each unit has 2 bedrooms, oak kitchen, deck and
| single car garage. Walk-out lower level has possibility of 2
more units. QUALIFIED BUYERS ONLY may call for price

N

706 E. Adams. SELLER

| some repairs. New roof.

Highway 36. GREAT LOCATION FOR BUSINESS! Nice
brick building in good condition; trailer and RV hook-ups and
a building with showers and toilets.

SALE”! Handy-man’s delight and priced at just $32,500.00.
Two bedrooms w/hardwood floors, main-floor laundry, full
basement. Needs paint inside and out, floor coverings and

SAID “PRICE FOR QUICK

CHECK OUT OUR WEB SITE AT: www.johnson-real-estate.com

Johnson Realty, Inc

122 South Penn, Oberlin, KS 67749 - Office # 785-475-2785
Roberta Johnson, Broker * Cell 785-475-7156

Lynn A. Johnson, Associate Broker/Auctioneer « Cell 785-475-8514

Dianne Bremer, Salesperson « Cell 785-470-7129

+
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Destination | istakinga LUNCH BREAK!
A@/& bese Wewill NOT be serving lunch from Memorial Day,
%—’\ 5-31-2010 until Labor Day, September 6, 2010.
We need a break and we hope you will give us your blessing. We will be
open Tuesday through Saturday, 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. with all those tempt-
ing goodies and any special dessert orders. We will also continue to do pre-

ordered box lunches for a minimum of 10 people. We are hoping to offer
some events that we just frankly have not had time to organize.

Thank you for helping us make Northwest Kansas
a destination for many people. — Gi and Cindy
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Rock County
Entertainment LL.C
PRESENTS:

REDNECKS & RED DIRT W :

VI &
AV o
MUSIC FESTIVAL \ ) t ‘T}\
Saturday, June 12, 2010 : e nlr’lb
St. Francis, Ks St. Francis *Ks

\

Kick off the summer right with the biggest
concert event in western Kansas.
FEATURING
Phil Hamilton and the Backroad Drifters

along side some of the hottest up and coming artists on the

Special Guests Include:

Kevin Pickett & Southern Rain

Red Dirt music scene Jared Daniels Band

Buy tickets online Blaine Younger Band
www.rednecksandreddirt.com Ricky Fugitt
Lucas Maddy

Or at the gate on the day of the show.
Gates open at 1:00 p.m.

Camping on Site is FREE but you need to register.
—For more information including camping and tickets visit us online —

www.rednecksandreddirt.com
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