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The Class of 2010 will say their 

final good bye on Saturday, walking 

the halls of Decatur Community 

High School one last time.

Twenty-eight seniors will gradu-

ate at 2 p.m. Saturday in the high 

school gym.
The class includes Jaxen Al-

strom, Donovan Baumann, Lakin 

Brown, Stephanie Bruggeman, 

Steven Corcoran, Brandi Diederich, 

James Farr, Kortnie Fisher, Jessica 

Fredrickson, Ashley Horton, Kyle 

Huntley, Daniel Jordan, Wade Juen-

emann, Cody Kane, Kaden Macfee, 

Chance Marble, Kira Meitl, Hunter 

Nedland, Mary Olson, Steven Over-

miller, Adrienne Pauls, Toby Peters, 

Gatlin Reichert, Ashli Samson, 

Kelly Stamm, Nolan Wasson, Justin 

Williams and LeRay Zodrow.

During the graduation, the choir 

will sing “Showing Us the Way” 

and the DCHS Singers will do “Let-

ting Go.”
Both the valedictorian, Miss 

Horton, and the salutatorian will 

give speeches. As of Monday af-

ternoon, said Melissa Dreher, sec-

retary, the salutatorian hadn’t been 

determined.
The class song is “Chances” by 

Five for Fighting, the class colors 

are navy and silver and the flower 

is the orchid.
The Class of 2010 motto is “Don’t 

cry because it’s over; smile because 

it happened,” by Dr. Seuss.

Class officers are Miss Fredrick-

Service 
is tonight

Baccalaureate services for 

the Decatur Community High 

School Class of 2010 will be  

at 7:30 p.m. tonight in the De-

catur Community High School 

Auditorium, sponsored by the 

Decatur County Ministerial 

Association. 

The service, planned by 

the senior class officers, will 

include instrumental and vocal 

ensembles and solos. Pastor 

Chris Nelson of the Oberlin 

Covenant Church will speak. 

Gatlin Reichert and Kira Meitl 

will read scripture and Daniel 

Jordan will talk about his faith 

story. 
“The community is invited 

to share in this time of loving 

and caring support for our 

youth,” said Pastor Charlotte 

Strecker-Baseler of Faith Lu-

theran Church.

son, president; Miss Pauls, vice 

president; Miss Fisher, secretary; 

and Miss Samson, treasurer.

Leaky sewer pipes

close down clinic

for a few days
A sewer leak forced the Oberlin 

Clinic to close at the beginning of 

last week, but after three days, the 

line was fixed and the doctors are 

back to business as usual.

Administrator Barb Whitney 

said they had noticed the smell 

for two weeks and reported it to 

the maintenance department at the 

hospital, which takes care of the 

clinic building. Mrs. Whitney said 

she even called Midwest Energy to 

check the gas, just in case.

Hospital Administrator Lynn 

Doeden said when the maintenance 

crew checked the clinic, they didn’t 

notice a smell. When the leak finally 

was discovered, the hospital offered 

its speciality clinic for the doctors 

to use, said Mrs. Doeden.

Lisa Votapka, the clinic’s con-

tracted housekeeper, actually found 

the leak in a tunnel under an older 

part of the building, off of the fur-

nace room. 
Basically the sewer backed up and 

sewage seeped out of the older pipes 

in the tunnel, said clinic manager 

Barb Whitney. That Sunday when 

the leak was found, May 9, said Mrs. 

Whitney, there were three to four 

inches of sewage in the tunnel. She 

added that there was a film on the 

sludge on the walls that apparently 

had been there for a while.

Mrs. Whitney said she and her 

husband were at the clinic that Sun-

day. Her husband who is licensed, 

looked at the leak. Voltz Plumbing 

out of McCook came and replaced 

the sewer lines under the older part 

of the building, fixing the leak, she 

said.
The clinic was closed on Monday 

and Tuesday, said Mrs. Whitney. 

On Wednesday,  nurse practitioner 

Jonna Inman went to Jennings to see 

patients and physician’s assistant 

Jennifer Taylor went to Atwood. 

Both are regular outreach clinics, 

she said, but together, they saw just 

five patients.
Dr. Stelian Andreca went to the 

nursing homes on Tuesday, said 

Mrs. Whitney, and the staff was 

in the office that day authorizing 

prescription refills and taking phone 

calls. On Thursday morning, the 

clinic opened back up. 

Dr. Elizabeth Sliter was on vaca-

tion last week, Mrs. Whitney said, 

but Dr. Andreca saw patients in the 

emergency room at the hospital.

Most people rescheduled their 

appointments, so the clinic has 

been pretty much full ever since 

re-opening on Thursday.

While Mrs. Whitney said she and 

Dr. Andreca were at the office every 

day to stay on top of things and air 

the building out, with the leak, they 

just didn’t see patients.

School board

needs new member
With the resignation of a long-

time board member, the Oberlin 

School Board is taking one-page 

letters from anyone who would like 

to fill the opening.

At the meeting last Monday, the 

board accepted a resignation from 

Barbara Olson effective at the end 

of the month. The board recognized 

Mrs. Olson for her 15 years of ser-

vice with a plaque.

Knowing that Mrs. Olson was 

going to resign, Superintendent 

Duane Dorshorst said he called 

the Kansas Association of School 

Board for suggestions on how to 

fill the spot. Mr. Dorshorst said the 

association suggested asking any-

one interested to write a one-page 

Students
dress up
for prom

AFTER THE promenade onn 

Saturday, Brandi Diederich (above) 

and Josh Ritter waited at the stop 

sign before taking off for The 

Gateway. Ashley Horton (right) 

held onto her dress while she waited 

outside the Sunflower Cinema 

after walking Main Street. Kortnie 

Fisher (below), prom marhsal, was 

driven down the street in a golf cart 

by John Meitl.

                         
 ― Herald staff photos 

 
       by Kimberly Davis

Car show
planned

The Last Indian Raid Museum’s 

Summerfest Car Show will spread 

out over the streets of downtown 

Oberlin on the first Saturday in 

June.
Museum Director Sharleen Wurm 

said the opening cruise-in will be 

from 7 to 9 p.m. on Friday, June 

4, in front of the museum. Board 

members will grill hot dogs and 

serve them with chips. The Oberlin 

Business Alliance plans to sell root 

beer floats that night.

The car show, said Mrs. Wurm, 

will then kick off with a pancake 

feed from 7 to 9 a.m. Saturday, June 

5, in the Bohemian Hall.

Registration will be open from 

Vacation Bible School set

Kids who’ve finished kindergarten through sixth 

grade are invited to sign up for the “SonQuest Rain 

Forest” Vacation Bible School the first full week 

of June. 
The free program will run from 9 a.m. to noon 

Tuesday through Saturday, June 1 to 5, at the Oberlin 

Covenant Church.

Denise Abbey, one of the organizers, said the 

kids will be asked to bring an offering, starting on 

Wednesday and Thursday with pennies and nickels, 

then dimes on Friday and quarters on Saturday.

The money will go to this year’s mission project, 

the House of Hope in Haiti. The kids, said Mrs. Ab-

bey, have really been able to identify with the House 

of Hope because it’s an orphanage and school. 

Registration forms, she said, went out in church 

bulletins. The forms are also available at Raye’s 

Grocery and the public library. People can turn them 

in to the same places. The volunteers hope parents 

will preregister their kids, she said.

The theme, said Mrs. Abbey, is about parables. 

The kids will learn a Bible parable each day, includ-

ing the story of the sower, the lost sheep, the good 

samaritan, the friend at midnight and the talents.  

Each day, she said, there will be skits, an opening, a 

closing and lots of fun.

On the last day, parents and families will be invited 

to bring a sack lunch and join their kids.

Sponsors include the Oberlin Covenant, Lund 

Covenant, Faith Lutheran, St. John’s Lutheran, 

United and United Methodist churches.

From 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. the same week, volunteers 

will hold Vacation Bible School at St. John’s for 

kids 4 and 5 years old. It will run Tuesday through 

Friday, June 1 to 4.

For questions, call the United Methodist Church 

at 475-2769 and leave a message. 


