By KIMBERLY DAVIS
k.davis@nwkansas.com

Shane and Blossom Mahan
have worked with teenagers for
years.

While Oberlin’s revamped 180
House is in a new town, it’s not
anything that they are unfamiliar
with. They have been working
with teenage boys and girls for
King’s Treatment Center out of
Goddard for a while now.

Mrs. Mahan said she went to
school to do this kind of work.
She added that she enjoys working
with teens and making an impact
on their lives.

Mr. Mahan said he had ex-
perience working at the Wilson
County Jail and as a carpenter
before switching to work in a
boys home.

His wife said they had already
started to work as a team with
teenagers when they were asked
to move from Fredonia to Oberlin
toserve as the house parentsin the
180 House on Elk Avenue.

The home can take seven boys
from 14 to 19. Each one is placed
in the home for various reasons.
Mrs. Mahan said the boys have
to either attend high school in
town or be working on their gen-
eral equivalency diploma through
Colby Community College.

While the 180 House has been
opened before by King’s Treat-
ment Center, this time it’s being
done using a family model. The
Mahans are mom and dad. They
live in the home with the boys.

Besides the Mahans there are
four other staff members, two
full-time and two part-time. The
staff helps take the kids to ap-
pointments, with homework and
in other areas.

The staff, said Mrs. Mahan,
isn’tatthe home all day, every day
as she and her husband are.

Mrs. Mahan said they are look-
ing for places where the boys can
do community service. She feels

Couple hired as house parents

SHANE AND BLOSSOM MAHAN outside the 180
House on Elk Avenue with their dogs. The Mahans are the
new house parents at the boys” home.

— Herald staff photo by Kimberly Davis

that it’s important to give back to
the community.

Theteens are active in Teens for
Christ, too, and she added that they
have lots of ideas for programs,
including teaching budgeting and
how to fill out job applications.

While the couple has lived here
since the middle of January, they
didn’t get kids in the home until

just a few weeks ago.

Mrs. Mahan said they are here
for the long haul. They believe
consistency, schedules and rou-
tines are important to kids and
she wants all of the teens to have
security and feel at home.

At some time, she said, they
will plan an open house for their
neighbors and the whole town.

College locked down for a day

By KEVIN BOTTRELL
kbottrell@nwkansas.com

Colby Community College was
evacuated and locked down Thurs-
day after officials learned of threats
posted on a former student’s Face-
book page.

Colby Police Chief Randy Jones
said the student, Jamie Adams of
McDonald had been removed from
campus on Wednesday, and the
Facebook threats — against himself
and others — were discovered the
next morning.

Jamie Lee Adams, 20, McDonald,
was booked into the Thomas County
Jail about 8:35 a.m., records at the
sheriff’s office indicated. He was
charged with disorderly conduct by
Colby police. Adams, described as
5 feet, 11 inches tall, 200 pounds,
with blue eyes and brown hair, was
released at 10 p.m. Wednesday with
a notice to appear in court.

His booking sheet said he was
released to a parent or guardian.

College officials said they re-
ceived a call from a third party
informing them of the threats early
this morning, Chief Jones said, and

administrators called the police and
sheriff’s office around 8 a.m.

“There is an ongoing investiga-
tion with regards to this student,”
Jones said. “He has been withdrawn
from classes as of yesterday.”

The college’s Emergency Re-
sponse Team — which includes
Debby Schwanke, public informa-
tion director, administrators and
other key staff —met in the morning
and decided to close the campus at
10 a.m. Classes were canceled for
the day and the staff and students
told to leave. The dorms were not
evacuated, Mrs. Schwanke said, but
they were locked down and students
told to stay put. She said the college
took the students box lunches.

“We want to be as cautious as we
can,” she said.

The college was posting infor-
mation on its website. At noon, an
entry said the campus was fully
secured by about 11:30 a.m. By
late morning, the campus was quiet
and mostly deserted. No police cars
were visible.

Colby Public Schools were put
ona‘“modified lockdown,” officials

saidina“reverse 911" notice sentto
parents as text messages or e-mails
. Outside doors were locked, with
employees stationed to monitor
them, but students were not re-
stricted to classrooms.

Colby High School had no regu-
lar classes Thursday, since it was
the site for the State Large-Group
Music Festival. The festival went
on as scheduled.

Mrs. Schwanke said student
events Thursday at the college were
canceled, including the Spring For-
mal and a discussion group on last
week’s Max Pickerill Lecture.

About noon, a notice was posted
saying “the situation on campus
has stabilized.” It said classes and
activities would resume Friday,
with the campus to remain “on
heightened awareness.”

The response team continued
to meet throughout the day. Mrs.
Schwanke said the college’s web-
site, www.colbycc.edu, would be
updated with more details. The col-
lege setup aphone bank at462-3984
to answer questions.

County OKs four new pagers

The Decatur County commis-
sioners approved buying four new
pagers for the Oberlin Fire Depart-
ment at their meeting last Tuesday.

Fire Chief Bill Cathcart said the
pagers would cost around $465
with an extended five year warranty
at $80.

Chief Cathcart talked to the com-
missioners about a 1988 Chevy
truck that he would like to turn into
aflatbed. He said the truck had aflat
tire that messed up the fender. Later
someone backed it into a tree.

Commissioner Ralph Unger
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said they should check with the
insurance company about making
the truck a flatbed. Commissioner
Gene Gallentine suggested that Mr.
Cathcart get an estimate on what it
would cost.

The commissioners approved
order numbers which allowed town-
ships to transfer money to the road
and bridge department for work
done on theirroads. Those included
$410 from Bassettville, $415 from
Finley, $2,392 from Logan, $666
from Oberlin, $1,176 from Olive,
$628 from Sherman and $708 from

Come See Us at

Samway Floor Covering and Furniture
1801 N HWY 83 McCook, NE 69001

Summit.

In other business, the commis-
sioners:

e Heard that someone with Hin-
kle’s Termite and Pest Control was
here to start working on the termite
treatment for the courthouse.

e Held a 15-minute closed session
for non-elected personnel with the
commissioners, county attorney and
clerk. There was no action taken.

* Approved the minutes from the
Tuesday, April 5, meeting.
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School board votes to rehire
all teachers at both buildings

The Oberlin School Board ap-
proved the re-employment of all
teachers Monday, both those who
already have tenure, and those who
weren’t tenured, and moved a few
teachers to the tenure list at both
schools.

At the grade school, the board
approved re-employing tenured
staff including:

* Kimberly Witt, second grade;
Diana Steinmetz, kindergarten;
Carol Dixson, fifth and sixth; Sherri
Ruf, fourth; Cindy Sattler, first;
Kathy Tacha, second; Carol Was-
son, title; Sheila Jansonius, coun-
selor; Judy Elwood, third; Sandy
Ketterl, fifth and sixth; Jeff Jones,
physical education; Belinda Jones,

fifth and sixth; Terri Woolsey, part-
time art; Linda Glaze part-time li-
brary; and Jeri Buchholz, part-time
kindergarten.

The board also approved re-em-
ploying Jeni Henningson and mov-
ing her to a tenured spot and offered
anew contract to Kerrie Wahlmeier,
who is not yet tenured.

The board approved rehiring the
tenured staff at the Decatur Com-
munity Junior/Senior High School
including:

* Brenda Breth, English, journal-
ism and counselor; Carol Brown,
Spanish; Caleb Howland, science;
Susan Nelson, vocal music; Tim
Breth, math; Candy Dejmal, com-
puter; J.D. Johnson, social studies;

Wendy Scott, math; Mark Bricker,
science; Pat Dorshorst, math; Jason
Ketterl, vocational agriculture;
Sarah Bricker, band; Joe Dreher,
gym and athletic director; Marlene
Moxter, family science; Linda
Glaze, part-time library; Jeff Jones,
part-time gym; and Terri Woolsey,
part-time art.

At the high school, the board ap-
proved moving Rachelle Johnson,
social science, to a tenured spot.
Members approved rehiring Josh
Williby, industrial arts, and Deedre
Frasier, English, as nontenured
teachers.

The board also approved the part-
time contracts of veteran teachers
Dick Ahlberg and Randy Olson.

Council won’t meet until May

The Oberlin City Council won’t
meet Thursday for its regularly
scheduled meeting, but will meet
the first week in May.

City Administrator Karen Larson
said the council wouldn’t have a

quorum for the second meeting of
the month on Thursday.

She said she plans areceptionat 6
p-m. Thursday, May 5, at The Gate-
way to welcome the new council
members and mayor and say thanks

to those going off the council.

The meeting will follow at 7
p.m., when new members start
their terms.
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¥ Electrolytes

¥ Blood Sugar

¥ Liver Health

¥ Kidney Function

¥ Stevens Hearing Center

Fard or mearin

BLOOD TESTS

Comprehensive Metabolic Profile
plus Lipid Profile ... $25
This blood draw gives 22 results

¥ Cholesterol (Total, LDL & HDL)

¥ Triglycerides (blood fats)

Thyroid Stimulating Hormone ... S15
(to check for thyroid gland problems)

Prostate Specific Antigen-Men ... $20
(prostate cancer screening)

¥ For accurate results, fasting is
required. No food or drink other than
water & meds 12 hours before test.

¥ Payment of cash or check is accepted
at the event prior to blood draw.
Insurance/Medicare will not be billed.
¥ Appointments are not necessary.

¥ Blood test results will be mailed to
individuals within three weeks.

FEATURED VENDERS

¥ SWNPHD & Nebraska Respite
¥ Red Willow County Health Dept.

¥ Nebr. Commission for the Deaf &

DAY
HEALTH
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COMMUNITY HOSPITAL

¥ Home Health and Hospice: Home
care information

v Diabetes Education: Information on
blood glucose meters, insulin pens

¥ Foundation: Information on
scholarships & healing garden

campaign

¥ Massage Therapy: FREE 5-minute

massages

¥ Occupational Therapy: Driving self
tests, info on elderly driving program

¥ Healthy Lifestyle Nutrition Counseling

v Speech Therapy: FREE hearing
screenings, speech therapy

information

McCook City
Auditorium
West 5th and C
Street

FREE!

Learn More

Courtesy our Contributing Venders
+  Healthy Eye Cookbooks
Colorectal Screening Kits
Video Ear Canal Inspections
Tympanograms
Glaucoma tests * Dry eye tests
Foot Screenings

Tobacco Cessation, Auditory Disorders,
Hearing Assistance Equipment, Vitamins
& Tranquil Eyes, Nutritional Supplements,
and I-Step Integration Technology

About

Tetime ecare

igh Plains Podiatry
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Advanced care. Always there.
McCook, Nebraska

308.344.2650 * www.chmccook.org
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